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PREFACE.

It has been our purpose, in the preparation of
this volume, to furnish the facilities necessary for
the cultivation and improvement of the voice, and
the acquisition of skill in Reading and Delivery.
Though constituting one of a Series of Readers,
this work will be found complete in itself.

Part First contains the more important Defini-
tions, and Practical Exercises in Articulation, Syl-
labication, Accent, Emphasis, and Punctuation.

Part Second embraces one hundred and thirty-
seven Exercises in Reading. In the preparation
and collection of these Exercises, great pains have
been taken to exclude pieces not suited to the
standing of the pupils for whom they are designed,
and to retain only those that will be found ntel-
ligible, not only from the nature of the subjects,
but also from the style and manner in which they
are written.

It has been our aim to present such lessons as
would amuse, interest, and instruct the pupil, and
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at the same time furnish examples illustrating the
more important principles of Rhetorical delivery.
As an almiist indispensable auxiliary for the accom-
plishment of this desirable object, we have intro-
duced numerous dialogues and pieces of a con.
versational nature.

It is a collection strictly graded from first to
last. Commencing with lessons more simple than
those at the close of the “Second Reader,” the
pupil will gradually and almost unconsciousl y over-
come difficulties as he proceeds, and at its close
will be thoroughly prepared for the succeeding
volume.

The pronunciation of words liable to be mispro-

nounced is indicated in all cases; and notes ex-
planatory of words and phrases not supposed to
be fully understood by the pupil, appear at the
bottom of the pages where they occur,
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SECTION L—ARTICULATION.

Derixrrions.

1. ArmicuraTioN is the distinct utterance of the Oral
Elements, in syllables and words.

2. Orar Evemexts are the sounds that, uttered sepa-
rately or in combination, form syllables and words.

3. Ereyents aAre propucep by different positions of
the organs of speech, in connection with the voice and
the breath.

4. Tar Prixcrear Oreans or SpEecE are the lips,
teeth, tongue, and palate.

5. Voice gs probucep by the action of the breath
upon the larynx.!

6. ELeMENTs ARE DIVIDED into three classes: eighteen
Tonics, fifteen Subtonics, and ten Atonies.

7. Tonics are pure tones produced by the voice.
with but slight use of the organs of speech.

8. Supronics are tones produced by the voice, modi
fied by the organs of speech.

9. Aronics are mere breathings, modified by the
organs of speech.

10. Vowrrs are the letters that usually represent the

* The larynx is the upper part of the trachea, or windpipe.




