EXCELSIOR SIXTH READER.

O véry sparkling of the Holy Spirit,

How sudden and incandescent ! it became

Unto mine eyes, that vanquished bore it not !
But Beatrice so beautiful and smiling

Appeared to me, that with the other sights

That followed not my memory I must leave her.
Then to uplift themselves mine eyes resumed

The power, and I beheld myself translated

To higher salvation with my Lady only.

DANTE ALIGHIERL

DanTe ALrgEtERI, the greatest of Italian poets, perhaps the greatest uninspired poet
of the world, was born in Florence, May 14, 1265, and died in Ravenna, Sept, 14, 1391,
His chief work, the Diping Commedia, was written at various intervals during the last
nineteen years of his lifs, Tha literal subject of this poem is described by its author as
* the state of the soul after death simply considered. . But if the work be taken allegori-
cally, the subject is man, as by merit or demerit, throngh freedom of the will, he renders
himself liable to the reward or the punishment of justice.” It is divided into three
parts—Hell, Purgatory, and Paradise, Each of these parts consists of thirty.three cantos,
in allusion to the years of our Lord’s life upon earth; for althongh there are thirty-four
€antos in the Hell, the firet is merely introductory. This poem has been the subject of
study, comment, and unstinted admiration in every age since its production, Between
the invention of printing in 1436 and the year 1500, twenty editions of the Divina Com-
media were publighed in Italy. The first translation was into Spanish, and was made in
1428, The first complete English translation was made by Boyd in 1802. Cary’s version
Was published in 1814 ; Longfellow's between 1867 and 1870. There are also separate

translations of the Inferno, or Hell; Dr. T. W. Parsons of Boston having issued an
excellent one in 1867,
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