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INTRODUCTION.

VVH ex the number and variety of English Grammars
already |m!>"~lud, and -the abifity with which some of
them are wrilten, are considered, little can be expected
from a new compilation, besides a careful selection of

the most uselul mat and some degree ol improve-

ment in the mode of adapting it to the undersianding,
and the _;I(ulu.d]n gress, ol learners. Inthese respects,
’ ]N't!.w: §, may yel be done, lor the ease and

;uI\,m:u_,- ol youug persons.

IMERIE GENERALE DE CH. LAHURE In books designed for the instruction of youth. there
SR e is a medium tobe o .-1--.\'\--!. between treating the subject
o in so extensive and minute 1 manner as to emburrass
and confuse their minds, by offering too much at once
for theis compre bension .llui on |.|u‘ other |Ll|ui, con-
ducting 1t |n such short and general precepts and ob-
servalions, as convey to them no clear and ]m.hc in-
form: l‘-m A distr -lm ion of the parts, which is erther
defective or irregular, has alsoa tendenc Y to pe Lpl‘ x the
young understanding, and toretard its knowledge of the
principles of literature. A distinct general view, or
outhine, of all the .--.((;11|| [\u!'- ol Hm study 1n which
they are engaged ; a grs ullm| and |t1 licious si HII\ ol l]us
outline; and a tlm s
cording to their n
be among the best means ol enlic
youth, &nd of facilitating their acquisition of ki
The author of this work, at Ilu' same time th i&e |hs"
endeavdured Lo avoid a plon, which may be toE ise
or loo extensive, defective in its parts or nu’
their disposition, has studied to render his subjjé§
ficiently easy, intelligible; and coniprehensive. He
not ]m sume to Have cc Flllllt tely attained thesg nh]crls.
How far he has succeeded in the altem pt, Mfd i,be eib
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1 INTRODUCTION.

he has failed, must be referred to the determination of
the judicious and candid reader.

Tue method which he has adopted, of exhibiting the
performance in characters of different sizes, will, he
trusts, be conducive to that gradual and regular proce-
dure. which is so favourable to the business of instruc-
tion. The more important rules, definitions, and ob-
servalions, and which are therefore the most proper to
be committed to memory, are ]\l'inlcd with a larget
type ; whilst rules and remarks that are of less con-
séqncncv, that extend or diversily the g.{v_mq'al idea, or
that serve as explanations, are contained in the smaller
letter: these. or the chief of them, will be perused by
the student to the greatest advantage, if postponed till
the general system be completed. The use of notestand
observations, in the common and detached manner, at
the bottom of the page, would not, it is inm':_;mm_l, be s«
likely to attract the perusal of youth, or admit of so am-
ple and regular an illustration, as a continued and uni-
form order of the several subjects, In adopting this
mode. care has been taken to adjust it so that the whole
may be perused in a connected progress, or the part
contained in the larger character read in order by it-
self. Many of the notes and observations are intended,
not only to explain the subjects, and to illustrate them,
by comparative views of the grammar of other lan-
guages, and of the various sentiments of English gram-
marians; but also to invite the ingenious student to
inquiry and reflection, and to prompt to a more en-
larged, critical, and ]PI[”IIS' -plm‘.ul research.

Wiz respect to the _lluﬁuilicms and rules, it.fﬂil}' not
be improper more particularly to observe, that in .\'_ch:ct-
ing and forming them, it has been the author's aim to
render them as exact and comprehensive, and, at the
same time, as intelligible to young minds, as the nature
of the subject, and the difliculties attending it, would
admit. He presumes that they are also calculated to be
readily commitied to memory, and easily retained.
For this purpose, he has been solicitous to select terms
that are smooth and voluble; to proportion the mem-
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bers of the sentence to one another; toavoid protracted
periods; and to give the whole definition or rule, as
much Lharmony ol l-,\'pl'ussiou as he could devise.

Frox the sentiment :ener;u'ﬂ'v admitted, that a proper
selection of faulty composition is more instructive to the
young grammarian, than any rules and examples ol
propriety that can be given, the Compiler has heen in-
duced to pay peculiar attention to this part of the subject ;
and though the instances of false grammar, under the
rules of yntax, are numerons, it is Impeli lilu_\.' will not
be found too many, when their variety and usefulness
sre copsidered. ¥

In a work which professes itself to be a compilation,
and which, from the nature and design of it, must
cousist chiefly of materials selected from the writings of
others, it is scarcely necessary to apologise for the use
which the (;nmiailr'.n has made of his predecessors’ la-
bours: or for nnlit[in:_: to insert their names. From
the alterations which have been fi equently made in the
sentiments and the language, to suit the connexion, and
to adapt them to the particular purposes for which they
are introduced ; and, in many instances, from the un-
certainty to whom the pa s originally belonged, the
insertion of names could seldom be made with propriety.
But if this could have been generally done, a work of
this nature would derive no :111\:|1|l:1;;? from it, l"lil].’li to
l!u' inconvenience of crowding the pages with a repe-
tiiom of names and relerences. It is, however, proper
to ;n‘knm\'lmfgr‘. in general terms, that the authors to
whom the grammatical part of this compilation is prin-
cipally indebied for its materials, are Harris, Johnson,
Lowth, Priestley, Beattie, Sheridan, Walker, and Coole.

Tre Rules and Observations rr‘ﬁ{wrlinq Perspicuity,

etc. contained inthe Appendix, anc which are, chiefly,
extracted from the writings of Blair and Camphell, will,
it is presumed, form a proper addition to the Grammar.
The subjects are very nearly related ; and the study of
perspicuity and Jlrl'l;l'il('.\' in writing, appears nnmfu“_\"
to follow that of Grammar. A competent acquaintance
with the principles of both, will prepare and qualify
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the students, for prosecuting those additional improve-
ments in language, to which they may be properly di-
recled.

Onx the utility and importance of the study of Gram-
mar, and the principles of Composition, much might be
advanced, for the encowrageiment of persons in e..l‘l.\r life
to apply tl emselves Lo this branch of learning ; but as
the limits of this Introduction will not allow of many
observations on the subject, a few leading sentiments
are all that can be admitted here with ]n'i)prm[y. As
words are the 1s of our ideas, and the medium by
which we perceive the sentiments of otliers, and com-
municate our own; and as signs exhibit the things
which they are intended to ¢ present, more oy less ac-
curately, according as their real or established conflor-
mity Lo those things is more or less exact; it is evident,
thal in proportion to our knowledge of -the nature and
properties ol words, ol their relation to each other, and
of their established connexion with the ideas to which
thev are "‘E‘|:i ed, will be the ce tainty and ease, with
which we transiuse our senliments into the winds of one
anotlier: and that, without a competent L‘nm‘.l:':i:_;f: of
this kind. we shall l'1<'1|u.-r|li} be in hazard of misun-
derstandinz others, and of hvi\:; misunderstood our=-
selves. ILnay, indeed, be ii!.‘l].‘\' asserted, that imany of
the differences in opinion amongst men, with the dis-
pules, contentions, and alienations ol heart, which have
too often |nm'ccdcd from such differences, have been
occasioned by a want of proper skill in the connexion
and meaning of words, and by a tenacious misapplication
ol l:m;u.xge.'

Oszof the best supports, which the recommendation
of the study can receive, in small compass, may be de-
rived from the following sentiments of an eminent and
candid writer* on lung age and ¢ mposition, ¢ All
that reg rds the stu !_‘ f composilion, meris 1!14‘}1i;!:01‘
attention upon this account. that 1t is ultimately con-
nected with theimprovement of our iteleciual ,)'u“crs.

* Tlair
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For I must be allowed to say, that when we are em-
p[:\\r:d. after a proper manner, ih the study of cOmpo-
sition, we dre cultivating the understanding itself. The
study of arranging and expressing our thoughts with
propriety, tedclies to think, as well as to speak; ac-
curately.”

Berone the close of this Introdiction, it may not be
superfldous to ohserve, that the author of the following
work lias no imterest in it, but that which arises from the
h pe, that it will prove of some advantage Lo young
IH'F'N!!I‘. and relieve the |ubmnr.s of I}I(lh’(‘: who are em-
ployed in their education. He wishes to promote, n
some degiee, the cause of virtue, as w ell as ol hmﬂllllg;
and, with this view, he bas been studious, through the
whole of the work, not only to avoid every exar and
illustration, which mi_;ht liave an impropet effeet on the
minds of youtli ; but also to introduce, on mafiy occa-
sions. such as liave a moral and II'II'\_‘IUII\' |(‘llliL'|l|'i\. His
allention Lo :-]iju'[.\ of so much mlp(llldhlc \\ll].‘ ha
trusts, meet the approbation of every \'t‘“'(ilspu.\ud
reader. If they were faithiiully regarded in all books of
education. they would doubtless contribute ve 'y mas
terially to the order and happiness cf society, by guard
ing the innocence, and cherishing the virtue, of th
rising general

H we, snear York, 1795,

Avbertigement
TO THE NINTH EDITION.

I'ee eighth edition of this grammar received considerable
mlterations and additions: but works of this nature admit of
repeated improvements; and are, perhaps, never complete.
Ihe :im?,r-“, solicitous to render his book more err:hj of the
encouraging approbation bestowéd on it by the public, has
again revised the work with care and attention. The new

edilion, he hopes, will be found much improved. The ad-

ditions, which are very considerable, ave, chiefly, such as are

calculated to expand the learner’s views of the subjeci; teo
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obviate objections; and to render the study of grammar both
easy and interesting. This edition contains also a new and
enlarged system of parsing; copious lists of nouns arranged
according to their gender and number; and many notes and
shservations, which serve to extend, or to explain, particular
rules and positions *.

The writer is sensible that, after all his endeavours to
elucidate the principles of the work, there are few of the
divisions, arrangements, definitions, or rules, against which
eritical ingenuity cannot devise plaunsible objections. The
subject is attended with so much intricacy, and admits of
views so various, that it was not possible to render every part
of it unexceptionable; or to accommodate the work, in all
respects, to the opinions and prepossessions of every gram-
marian and teacher. If the author has adopted that system
wlrich, on the whole, is best snited to the nature of the sub-
ject, and conformable to the sentiments of the most judicious
grammarians; if his reasonings and illustrations, respecting
particular points, are founded on just principles, and the
peculiarities of the English language ; he has, perhaps, done
all that could reasonably be expected in a work of this nature ;
and he may warrantably indulge a hope, that the book will
be still more extensively approved and circalated.

* The author conceives that the occasional strictures, dispersed through
the book, and intended to illustrate and support a number of important
grammatical points, will not, to young persons of ingenuity, appear to be
iry and useless discussions. He is persuaded that, by such persons, they
will be read with attention. And he presumes that these strictures will
gratify their curiosity, stimulate application, and give solidity and perme-
uence {o their grammatical knowledge,

Holdgate, near York, 1804,

The Twenty-third edition of the present work contains references, under
the particular rules, Lo the correspondent parts of The Exercises and The
Key. By this means, the student may readily consult these volumes, ‘ora
more extensive illustration of the rules and principles of the grammar,
See the Advertisement to the Twelfth edition of the Key lo the Exerciss,
al page 220 of that volume,

Thereader is referred to the OCTAVO GRAMMAR, for a still more ex-
tenad view and elucidation of many parts of the subject.
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ENGLISH GRAMMAR.

Encuisn enamuun is the art of speaking and wril-
ing the English language with propriety.

It is divided into four parts, viz. onTHOGRAPHY,
ETYMOLOGY, SYNTAX, and PROSODY.

This division may be rendered more intelligible to the
student, by observing, in other words, that Grammar treats,
first, of the form and sound of the letters, the combination of
letters into h'.\'“'d.l-"li‘s, and syllables nto words ; srrumﬁy, of the
different sorts of words, their various modifications, and their
derivation; thirdly, of the union and right order of words in
the formation of a sentence; and lastly, of the just pronuncia-
tion, and poetical construction of sentences.

PART. L.
ORTHOGRAPHY.

Cuarrer 1. Of the LertEns,

SecrioN 1. Of the nature of the letters, and of a perfeci
alphabet.

Orthography teaches the nature and powers of
letters, and the just method of spelling words.

A letter is the first principle, or least part, of
a word.

The letters of the English language, called the
English Alphabet, are twenty-six in number.

Chese letters are the representatives of certain
articulate sounds, the elements of the language.
An articulate sound, is the sound of the human
voice, formed by the organs of speech.
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