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on the sea fighting the King than Washington ever commanded
on the land. Of these sea kings, nine tenths, at least, were
from Massachusetts. From first to last more than 3,000 prizes
weregiaken from the English merchant marine by the Ameri-
can cruisers and privateers, most of them by the men of
Massachusetts. And here is the reason why, when the war
ended, the merchants of London insisted that it should end —
the same men who, when it began, were hounding Lord North
and George III to their ruin. '

GENERAL GRANT ®

p. 51 K:z‘ LYSSES 8. GRANT, eminent American soldier and statesman, and eighteenth
¥  President of the United States, was born at Point Pleasant, O., April 27,
i 1822, and died at Mount McGregor, near Saratoga, N. Y., July 23, 1885.
The eldest of six children, he spent his boyhood on his father’s farm, at-
tended the village school, and in 1839 was appointed to the United States Military
Academy, where he was noted for proficiency in mathematies and horsemanship. He
graduated in 1843 and, in 1845, joined the army of occupation under General Taylor
.0 Mexico. He served with distinction during the Mexican War and was twice bre-
vetted. After five years of service at various army posts, he received his commission as
captain in 1853, and the following year resigned and settled on a small farm near St.
Louis. In 1860, he removed to Galena, I1l., and became clerk in his father’s hardware
and leather store. At the outbreak of the Civil War he offered his services to the
national government, but received, it is said, no answer to his letter. On June 17,
1861, he was appointed colonel of the Twenty-first Illinois Regiment of infantry.
Throughout the war he displayed the highest skill and was promoted to the supreme
command of the Union forces. In 1866, General Grant served as Secretary of War
under President Johnson during the temporary suspension of Secretary Stanton. He
was nominated for the Presidency at Chicago, May 20, 1868, and was elected over the
Democratic nominee, Horatio Seymour, of New York. He was nominated for a second
‘erm June 5, 1872, and was again elected. His first administration was characterized
by the inauguration of many important reforms, while a great impetus was given to the
growth and commerce of the nation.

On retiring from the Presidency, in 1877, General Grant made a tour round the
world and was everywhere received with honors usually accorded only to royalty. In
1880, his name was again presented at the Republican National Convention, but he did
not receive the party’s nomination. In 1881, he tock up his residence in New York
and became a partner in the banking house of Grant & Ward. The failure of this firm
in 1884 made him a bankrupt, but on March 4, 1885, Congress created him a general
on the retired list, thus restoring him to his former rank.  His contributions to litera-
ture consist of his *‘ Memoirs”’ and several articles on the war, written for the. *“ North
American Review”” and “ The Century Magazine.”” As a man and a soldier he was
possessed of the finest traits of character, combining with self-reliance and fertility of
resource a moral and physical courage equal to all emergencies.
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GENERAL GRANT

. INAUGURAL ADDRESS

DELIVERED MARCH 4, 1873

ELLOW CITIZENS,— Under Providence I have

F been called a second time to act as Executive over this

great nation. It has been my endeavor in the past

to maintain all the laws, and, as far as lay in my power, to

act for the best interests of the whole people. My best

efforts will be given in the same direction in the future,
aided, I trust, by my four years’ experience in the office.

When my first term of the office of chief executive began,
the country had not recovered from the effects of a great
internal revolution, and three of the former States of the
Union had not been restored to their federal relations.

It seemed to me wise that no new questions should be
raised so long as that condition of affairs existed. There-
fore, the past four years, so far as I could control events,
have been consumed in the effort to restore harmony, public
credit, commerce and all the arts of peace and progress. It
is my firm conviction that the civilized world is tending
toward republicanism, or government by the people, through
their chosen representatives, and that our own great Repub-
lic is destined to be the gniding star to all others.

Under our Republic we support an army less than that
of any European power of any standing, and a navy less
than that of either of at least five of them. There could be
no extension of territory on the continent which would call
for an increase of this force, but rather might such extension
enable us to diminish it.
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The theory of government changes with years of progress.
Now that the telegraph is made available for communicating
thought, together with rapid transit by steam, all parts of
the continent are made contiguous for all purposes ofiggov-
ernment, and communication between the extreme limits
of the country made easier than it was throughout the old
thirteen States at the beginning of our national existence.

The effects of the late civil strife have been to free the
slave and make him a citizen. Yet he is not possessed of
the civil rights which citizenship should carry with it. This
is wrong, and should be corrected. To this correction I stand
committed, so far as executive influence can avail.

Social equality is not a subject to be legislated upon, nor
shall I ask that anything be done to advance the sccial
status of the colored man, except to give him a fair chance
to develop what good there is in him, give him access to the
schools, and when he travels, let him feel assured that his
conduct will regulate the treatment and fare he will receive.

The States lately at war with the general government are
now happily rehabilitated, and no executive control is exer-
cised in any one of them that would not be exercised in any
other State under like circumstances.

In the first year of the past administration the proposi-
tion came up for the admission of Santo Domingo as a Ter-
ritory of the Union. It was not a question of my seeking,
but was a proposition from the people of Santo Domingo,
and which I entertained. I believe now, as I did then, that
it was for the best interest of this country, for the people of
Santo Domingo, and all concerned, that the proposition
should be received favorably. It was, however, rejected,
constitutionally, and therefore the subject was never brought
up again by me.
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In future, while I hold my present office, the subject of
acquisition of territory must have the support of the people
before I will recommend any proposition looking to such
acquisition. I say here, however, that I do not share in the
apprehension, held by many, as to the danger of governments
becoming weakened and destroyed by reason of their exten-
sion of territory. Commerce, education, and rapid transit
of thought and matter by telegraph and steam have changed
all this. Rather do I believe that our Great Maker is pre-
paring the world in his own good time to become one nation,
speaking one language, and when armies and navies will no
longer be required.

My efforts in the future will be directed to the restoration
of good feeling between the different sections of our common
country ; to the restoration of our currency to a fixed value
as compared with the world’s standard of values — gold —
and, if possible, to a par with it; to the construction of cheap
routes of transit throughout the land, to the end that the
produets of all may find a market and leave a living remunera-
tion to the producer; to the maintenance of friendly relations
with all our neighbors, and with distant nations; to the
re-establishment of our commerce, and share in the carrying-
trade upon the ocean; to the encouragement of such manu-
facturing industries as can be economieally pursued in this
country, to the end that the exports of home products and
industries may pay for our imports, the only sure method of
returning to, and permanently maintaining, a specie basis;
to the elevation of labor; and by a humane course to bring
the aborigines of the country under the benign influence of
education and civilization. It is either this, or war to
extermination.

Wars of extermination, engaged in by people pursuing
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commerce and all industrial pursuits, are expensive even
against the weakest people, and are demoralizing and wicked.
Our superiority of strength and advantages of civilization
should make us lenient toward the Indian. The wrong
inflicted upon him should be taken into account, and the
balance placed to his credit. The moral view of the question
should be considered, and the question asked: Cannot the
Indian be made a useful and productive member of society,
by proper teaching and treatment? If the effort is made
in good faith, we will stand better before the civilized na-
tions of the earth, and in our own consciences, for having
made it.

All these things are not to be accomplished by one indi-
vidual, but they will receive my support, and such recom-
mendations to Congress as will, in my judgment, best serve
to carry them into effect. I beg your support and hearty
encouragement.

It has been, and is, my earnest desire to correct abuses that
have grown up in the civil service of the country. To secure
this reformation, rules regulating methods of appointment
and promotion were established, and have been tried. My
efforts for such reformation shall be continued to the best
of my judgment. The spirit of the rules adopted will be
maintained.

I acknowledge before this assembly, representing, as it
does, every section of our country, the obligation I am under
to my countrymen for the great honor they have conferred
on me, by returning me to the highest office within their
gift, and the further obligation resting on me to tender to
them the best services within my power. This I promise,
looking forward with the greatest anxiety to the day when I
shall be released from responsibilities that at times are
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almost overwhelming, and from which I have scarcely had
a respite since the eventful firing upon Fort Sumter, in
April, 1861, to the present day. My services were then
tendered and accepted under the first call for troops growing
out of that event.

I did not ask for place or position, and was entirely with-
out influence, or the acquaintance of persons of influence,
but was resolved to perform my part in a struggle threatening
the very existence of the nation. I performed a conscien-
tious duty without asking promotion or command, and with-
out a revengeful feeling toward any section or individual.

Notwithstanding this, throughout the war, and from my
candidacy for my present office in 1868, to the close of the
last presidential campaign, I have been the subject of abuse
and slander never equalled in political history, which to-day
I feel I can afford to disregard in view of your verdict,
which I gratefully accept as my vindication.

SPEECH AT WARREN, OHIO’

[At Warren, Ohio, on the 28th of September, 1880, the Honorable Roscoe
Conkling addressed a Republican mass meeting and General U, S. Grant
presided. Before introducing the senator, General Grant said:]

N view of the known character of the speaker who

] is to address you to-day, and his long public career, and
association with the leading statesmen of this country

for the past twenty years, it would not be becoming in me to
detain you with many remarks of my own. But it may be
proper for me to account to you on the first occasion of my
presiding at political meetings for the faith that is in me,
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T am a Republican, as the two great political parties are
now divided, because the Republican party is a national
party seeking the greatest good for the greatest number of
citizens. There is not a precinet in this vast nation where
a Democrat cannot cast his ballot and have it counted as cast.
No matter what the prominence of the opposite party, he
can proclaim his political opinions, even if he is only one
among a thousand, without fear and without proseription on
account of his opinions. There are fourteen States, and
localities in some other States, where Republicans have not
this privilege.

This is one reason why I am a Republican. But I am a
Republican for many other reasons. The Republican party
assures protection to life and property, the public credit, and
the payment of the debts of the government, State, county,
or municipality so far as it can control. The Democratic
party does not promise this; if it does, it has broken its
promises to the extent of hundreds of millions, as many
northern Democrats can testify to their sorrow. I am a
Republican, as between the existing parties, because it fosters
the production of the field and farm, and of manufactories,
and it encourages the general education of the poor as well
as the rich.

The Democratic party discourages all these when in abso-
lute power. The Republican party is a party of progress,
and of liberty toward its opponents. It encourages the poor
to strive to better their children, to enable them to compete
suecessfully with their more fortunate associates, and, in
fine, it secures an entire equality before the law of every
citizen, no matter what his race, nationality, or previous
condition. It tolerates no privileged class. Every one has
the opportunity to make himself all he is capable of.




184 GENERAL GRANT

Ladies and gentlemen, do you believe this can be truth-
fully said in the greater part of fourteen of the States of this
Union to-day which the Democratic party control absolutely ?
The Republican party is a party of principles; the same prin-
ciples prevailing yvherever it has a foothold.

The Democratic party is united in but one thing, and that
is in getting control of the government in all its branches.
It is for internal improvement at the expense of the govern-
ment in one section and against this in another. It favors
repudiation of solemn obligations in one section and honest
payment of its debts in another, where public opinion will
not tolerate any other view. It favors flat money in one
place and good money in another. Finally, it favors the
pooling of all issues not favored by the Republicans, to the
end that it may sceure the one principle upon which the
party is a most harmonious unit, namely, getting control of
the government in all its branches.

I have been in some part of every State lately in rebellion
within the last year. I was most hospitably received at
every place where I stopped. My receptions were not by
the Union class alone, but by all classes, without distinetion.
I had a free talk with many who were against me in war,
and who have been against the Republican party ever since.
They were, in all instances, reasonable men, judged by what
they said. I believed then, and believe now, that they sin-
cerely want a break-up in this “ Solid South ” political con-
dition. They see that it is to their pecuniary interest, as
well as to their happiness, that there should be harmony and
confidence between all sections. They want to break away

from the slavery which binds them to a party name. They
want a pretext that enough of them can unite upon to make
1t respectable. Once started, the Solid South will go as
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Ku-Kluxism did hefore, as is so admirably told by J udge

Tourgee in his * ool’s Errand.” When the break comes,
those who start it will be astonished to find how many of
their friends have been in favor of it for a long time, and
have only been waiting to see some one take the lead. This
lesirable solution can only be attained by the defeat, and con-
iinued defeat, of the Democratic party as now constituted.




