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sant applications,” But another trial, severer than all, still
awaits them; they are now to be disbanded and a separation to
take place more distressing than every former scene! Till
now the severe conflict was unseen or unattended to. Poverty
and the gratitude of their country are their only reward.

True, they are to return to their friends and fellow citizens
with blessings on their heads. The general liberty and inde-
pendence are now secured,— but yet want and dire distress
stare many in the face. They are to return to wives and
children, long used to dependence on the cold hand of charity,
in hopes of a sure support from the success of the common
cause, when their husband, father, or child returned glorious
from the field of conquest. Alas! these flattering hopes now
are no more.

Their country’s exhausted treasury cannot yield them even
the hard-earned pittance of a soldier’s pay. Being urged on
one hand by the subtle poison of inflammatory, violent, and
artful addresses under the specious mask of pretended friend-
ship (the last expiring effort of a conquered foe),— warned
on the other hand by the experience, wisdom, and rational
conduct of their beloved commander, their father and long-
tried friend,— they solemnly deliberate.

Some guardian angel, perhaps the happy genius of America,
ever attendant on the object of her care, raises the drooping
head, wipes the indignant, falling tear from the hardy soldier’s
eye, and suggests the happy expedient!

Brotherly affection produces brotherly relief — the victo-
rious bands unite together — they despise the infamous idea
— they refuse to listen to the siren’s song — they form the
gocial tie— they cast in the remaining fragment of their
scanty pay, and instead of seizing their arms and demanding
their rights by menace and violence they refuse “to lessen
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the dignity .or sully the glory they had hitherto maintained.
They determined to give one more proof of unexampled
patriotism and patient virtue, rising superior to the pressure of
their complicated sufferings, and thereby afford an oceasion to
posterity to say, had that day been wanting, the world had not

seen the last stage of political perfection to which human

nature is capable of attaining.”

The glorious certainty of peace, purchased by their suffer-
ings and perseverance, now rouses the patriotic fire. They
again rejoice in the event; they unite in a firm, indissoluble
bond, “gratefully to commemorate the event which gave
independence to America,—to inculcate to latest ages the
duty of laying down in peace arms assumed for public defence
in war,—to continue their mutual friendship, which com-
menced under the pressure of common dangers, and to effect-
uate every act of beneficence dictated by a spirit of broth-
erly kindness to any of their number and their families who
might unfortunately be under the necessity of receiving
them;” and by this unanimous act establish this sacred truth,
“that the glory of soldiers cannot be well completed without
acting well the part of citizens.”

This, gentlemen, is your origin as a Society — the source
from whence you sprang, and this day we are carrying on the
work first begun in these social prineiples.

With a heart filled with unfeigned gratitude to the Author
of all our mercies, and overflowing with the most affectionate
friendship toward you, suffer me to congratulate you on this
seventeenth anniversary of our happy independence. Long,
long, even to the remotest ages, may the citizens of this rising
empire enjoy the triumph of this day; may they never forget
the invaluable price which it costs, as well as the great pur-
poses for which it was instituted, and may a frequent recur-
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rence to the first principles of our constitution on this anni-
versary be a constant source of security and permanence to
the rising fabric! May the rights of man and the purity of a
free, energetic, and independent government be continually
cherished and promoted by every son of Cincinnatus! May
the remembrance of those worthy heroes, once our beloved
companions, whose lives they did not hold dear when required
for their country’s safety, animate us to preserve inviolate
what they purchased at so high a rate! May we, by the uni-
form conduct of good citizens and generous, faithful friends,
show ourselves worthy of such valuable connections!

Long, long may you live to enjoy the reward of your labors,
in the exercise of the duties of this honorable anniversary;
and after a long life of services to your country, usefulness to
your Society, and happiness to yourselves, may you leave your
generation in the full enjoyment of peace and a sound con-
stitution, justified by experience, for the example of which,
nations yet unborn shall rise up and call you blessed!

And now, my respected audience, we appeal to your candor
and generosity; you have heard our origin— youn have known

our conduct — our Society is designed for the happiness and

benefit of mankind— we have no secrets — we claim no sep-

arate privileges— we ask no independent immunities— we
are embarked in one common cause with you— we glory in
one perfect political equality,—all we wish for is the pleasure
of renewing ancient friendships, of the mutual remembrance
of past labors and sufferings, the liberal exercise of that
celestial principle, charity, and one common interest with you
in the security of our liberty, property, and independence.
‘We profess to be a band of brethren, united to our fellow
citizens by every tie of interest, gratitude, and love. Let us
then go hand in hand with you in Jooking forward to the
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happy state of our country during a long succession of ages
yet to come.

We are encouraged in this animating hope by the numerous
advantages arising to us, in a peculiar manner, from the happy
revolution we commemorate this day; they are conspicuous in
every quarter to which the view can be directed.

If we turn our attention to the strong hope of every com-
munity, the rising generation, the world has yet enjoyed noth-
ing equal to their advantages and future prospects.

The road to honors, riches, usefulness, and fame, in this
happy country, is open equally to all. The equality of eiti-
zens in its true sense must raise the most lively hopes, prompt
the noblest exertions, and secure a certainty of success to all,
who shall excel in the service of their country, without respect
of persons.

The meanest citizen of America educates his beloved child
with a well-founded hope that if he should become equal
to the task he may rationally aspire to the command of our
armies, a place in the cabinet, or even to the filling of the
presidential chair; he stands on equal ground in regard to the
first honors of the state with the richest of his fellow citizens.

The child of the poorest laborer, by enjoying the means of
education (afforded in almost every corner of this happy
land), is trained up for and is encouraged to look forward to
a share in the legislation of the Union or of a particular State
with as much confidence as the noblest subject of an estab-
lished monarchy.

This is a peculiar happiness off our highly favored republic
among the nations of the earth, proceeding from the success-
ful revolution in which we this day rejoice.

Suffer me, ye fair daughters of New Jersey! to call on you

also in a special manner to add your invigorating smiles to
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the mirth and festivity of this day. Our happiness can be but
half complete if you refuse to crown the whole with your kind
approbation.

Have you not at all times and do you not still continue to
participate deeply in the multiplied blessings of our common
country? Raised from the humiliating state of your sex in
most other countries, you also breathe the sacred air of free-
dom and nobly unite your exertions for the general good.

The rights of women are no longer strange sounds to an
American ear; they are now heard as familiar terms in every
part of the United States; and I devoutly hope that the day
is not far distant- when we shall find them dignifying, in a
distinguishing code, the jurisprudence of the several States in
the Union,

But in your domestic character do you not also enjoy the
most delightful contemplations arising from the Revolution of
Seventeen Hundred and Seventy-six?

Can you look on the children of your tenderest care, and
reflect on the cheerful prospects opening upon them through
life, without feeling the most lively emotions of gratitude for
the inestimable privileges conferred on the citizens of Amer-
ica? Are not your resolutions strengthened and your endeav-
ors redoubled to furnish them with every qualification, both
mental and personal, for the future service of a country thus
rendered dear to you?

But your share of the joy of this day does not rise from a
single source. To whom are we more indebted for the origin
of our present happiness tHan to your delicate and discerning
sex! In vain did Columbus, our great founder and discov-
erer, after settling the principles of his sound philosophy,
apply to the wise men of his country. In vain did he solicit,
in strains of the most suppliant humiliation, the different
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thrones of Europe, when kings considered themselves as God’s
vicegerents here below; despised by the ignorant—traduced
by the malevolent— contemned by the great—laughed at
by pretended philosophers— and trifled with by the arrogance
of ministers and their hirelings; all his hopes and those of a
New World had, at last, sunk in despair, and we, this day,
might have mingled our fate with the slaves of the Old World,
had not the penetrating wisdom and persevering magnanimity
of the fair but undaunted Isabella, the ornament of your
sex, and the jealousy of ours, saved this Western World
from the dblivion of more than five thousand years. Did she
employ the excess of useless treasures in this happy adventure?
No!—after the refusal of her husband — despising the
appendages of brilliant royalty when compared with the gen-
eral good of mankind, her enlarged mind, incapable of being
confined by the shackles of the age, found a resourpe in her
costly jewels, which she freely offered as a pledge to accom-
plish the glorious discovery of the fourth quarter of the globe!
To your sex, then, ladies, are we obliged to yield the palm:
had this great event depended altogether on our sex, it is not
casy to guess what our united fate had been at this moment.
Instead of our present agreeable employment, we might have
been hewers of wood and drawers of water to some mighty
Pharaoh whose tender mercies would have been ecruelty.
Your right, then, my fair auditory, to a large portion of the
general joy, must be acknowledged to be of a superior kind.
Do you, my worthy fellow citizens of every description,
wish for more lasting matter of pleasure and satisfaction in
contemplating the great events brought to your minds this
day? Extend, then, your views to a distant period of future
time. Look forward a few years, and behold our extended

forests (now a pathless wilderness) convaerted into fruitful
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fields and busy towns. Take into view the pleasing shores of
our immense lakes, united to the Atlantic States by a thousand
winding canals, and beautified with rising cities, crowded with
innumerable peaceful fleets, transporting the rich produce
from one coast to another.

Add to all this, what must most please every humane and
benevolent mind, the ample provision thus made by the God
of all flesh for the reception of the nations of the.earth flying
from the tyranny and oppression of the despots of the Old
World, and say if the prophecies of ancient times are not
hastening to a fulfilment, when this wilderness sHall blossom
as a rose, the heathen be given to the Great Redeemer as
his inheritance, and these uttermost parts of the earth for his
possession.

Who knows but the country for which we have fought and
bled may hereafter become a theatre of greater events than
yet have been known to mankind?

May these invigorating prospects lead us to the exercise of
every virtue, religious, moral, and political. May we be
roused to a cireumspect conduct,—to an exact obedience to
the laws of our own making,—to the preservation of the
spirit and principles of our truly invaluable constitution,—
to respect and attention to magistrates of our own choice;
and finally, by our example as well as precept, add to the real
happiness of our fellow men and the particular glory of our
common country.

And may these great principles in the end become instru-
mental in bringing about that happy state of the world when,
from every human breast, joined by the grand chorus of the

skies, shall arise with the profoundest reverence that divinely

celestial anthem of universal praise,— “ Glory to God in the
highest; peace on earth; good will toward men.”

JOSEPH WARREN

osEpH WARREN, American soldier and physician, of the Revolutionary

era, was born at Roxbury, Mass., June 11,1741, and was killed in ac-

tion, June 17, 1775, while serving as a volunteer at the battle of

Bunker Hill. In 1759, he graduated at Harvard, after which he stud-

ied medicine and practiced that profession at Boston from the year 1762. Becom-

ing one of the pre-Revolutionary leaders in Massachusetts, and chairman of the

committee of public safety at that stormy time, he manifested a daring patriotism,

delivering on two oceasions the civic oration, here appended, on the anniversary of

the Boston Massacre. In 1775, his loyalty to the common cause elevated him to the

presidency of the Provincial Congress of his State, and when hostilities had broken

out he was made a major-general and was instrumental in organizing volunteers after

the battle of Lexington, taking part himself in the battle of Bunker Hill, as a volun-

teer aide, where he fell, near where the monument now stands. His death was greatly
deplored by his numberless friends and the patriots of his day.

ORATION ON THE BOSTON MASSACRE

[Dr. Warren was undaunted by the threats of the British who had vowed to
take the lifc of any one daring to deliver an oration upon the anniversary of the Bos-
ton Massacre. Upon Mareh 6, 1775, the Old South Church being filled to overflowing,
Warren made his entrance from the rear of the building through the pulpit window,
and, unmoved by the array of soldicrs and officers before him, delivered the oration
with a firm and determined purpose.]

Y EVER-HONORED FELLOW CITIZENS,—It
is not without the most humiliating conviction of
my want of ability that I now appear before you:

but the sense I have of the obligation I am under to obey
the calls of my country at all times, together with an ani-
mating recollection of your indulgence exhibited upon so
many occasions, has induced me once more, undeserving as
T am, to throw myself upon that candor which looks with
kindness on the feeblest efforts of an honest mind.

You will not now expect the elegance, the learning, the

fire, the enrapturing strains of eloquence, which charmed you
' (107)




