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PREFACE.

T would be a reproach to the country which he
served, no less than to the age which he adorned,
were there no record of the life of Theobald Mathew.
To allow such a man to pass away, without more notice
than a paragraph in a newspaper, an article in a maga-

Entered according to met of Congress In the

zine, or a panegyric from the pulpit, would be a stain
D. & J. SADLIER

upon the honounr of Ireland. But although I felt this
as strgngly as anyone could feel it, I did not venture
to mahspl the task of becoming his biographer until
I saw that no other person had intimated an intention
of so doing.* Not having found anyone undertaking
a duty which more especially belonged to one of his

In the Clerk’s Office of the District Court of the Unit

own countrymen to undertake, I resolved on attempt-
ing it, notwithstanding that I had to discharge many
and varied duties, which involved constant claims upon
my time and attention. Setting aside that literary
aptitude for the task, in which I but too keenly felt

* The sketch by the late Daniel Owen Madden, thongh brilliant
and spirited, was but a sketch, not a biography ; and the interesting
and well-written memoir from the accomplished pen of Miss Hill—
which formed one of the ‘ Our Exemplars,’ in a little work published
in 1861 by Cassell, Petter, & Galpin—did not extend beyond fifty
pages. Sketches and brief memoirs of Father Mathew there bave
been, but no biography.
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my deficiency, I had some circumstances in my favour anxiety, is now placed before the public. And now

: accomplished, I feel that I have,omitted
of the subijeet of the contemplate noir. many things which I ought to have done, in order to
known Father Mathew from my childhood ; and the render the portrait life-like, and in some degree worthy

—the l]l'l“l'l{“[l of which was, my intimate knowle dge that it is

fecling which I entertained toward , of the original. I also fecl that T may have failed in
111 - life. rinened into the strongest and the givitie an adequate
lnllmluf my life, rij | ! ron lequat

idea of that wondrous movement
truest friendship as I grew to manhood. Fror

so providentially originated and so wisely guided by
time, and up to the year 18 {9. when he left I,'l..: r the Apostle of Temperance ; but with 1""*'1"""1 to this
America, I was more or less intimately associated will portion of my task, there was the danger of imparting

3 ¢ thus becan an air of dulness to that which I desired to render
known to me in .:!" ost every phase of his career an ' interesting fo the general reader. In one respect, at
character—in his weakness as i his-strength, in hi least, I have been faithful to the life and character of
moments of desponde ]

ney and gloom as in his hour f Father Mathew,—in guarding against the voluntary
]“.1,],,”,_ and exultation. h im under every ' introduction of any topic which would clash with the

wnce, and in every position—now on the plat- prevailing tone and temper of one whodevoted Catho-
form, and now in his own home : now in the presence _ lic Priest as he was, might be truly said to belong to

cirenmst:

of his equals, and now surroun led by the poorest, th mankind rather than to party or to sect. If by record-
humblest, even the most abject in society. The inti ' ing the life I have helped to perpetuate the memory
S R : ' : £ -, e 1 : FE DA

mate knowledge of Father Mathew which s en of a great and good man, I have achieved a task of
" ad i ' which I may feel some pride; but if the perusal of

in many respects; but the mo: lwelt upon the these pages should inspire others to imitate the virtues

]-ﬂ,.,“,.v\.‘ of his eoodness, which was in reality hi of Theobald Mathew, then indeed will his biographer

ﬂ'rt"ltiw;--'~‘ the mort legpail f faithfully repre- have much reason to rejoice.

genting his character i !

reader mav be sur that if ave failed i - Cork : September 1863,

reader 18y e SUrt -Li1dy 11 L e '1f 1 1 I 11

tended likeness

HILH“I'I\' or exag

heart, throbbin

holy emotions, ¢annot

i8 to depict ]\’ 1 W ith ]

to their reality. The tasl

ously undertaken it may

the result of no small labour,
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