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t{]csu were chiefly required for the supply of a single parish
From the 29th of December 1846, to the middle of Aprii ’
1847, the number of human beings that died in the Cork
'\\'nriihnm.q_- was 2,130 1  And in the third week of the follow.
ing month the free interments in the Mathew Cemetery had

risen to 277—as many as 67 having been buried iu one day

The destruction of human life in other workhouses of l;'e-
land kept pace with the appalling mortality in the Cork work-
house. According to official returns, it had reached in April
the weekly average of 25 per 1,000 inmates ; the actval num-
ber of deaths being 2,706 for the week ending the 3rd of
.Apr:i, and 2,613 in the following week. Yet the number of
mlm:nc-.\‘ in the Irish workhouses was but 104,455 on the 10th
of April—the entire number of houses not having then been
completed.

More than 100 workhouse officers fell vietims during this
fatal year to the Famine Fever, which also decimated the
ranks of the Catholic clergy of the country. Mr. Trevelyan
gives the pames of 30 Eunglish and Scotch priests who sa-cri-
ficed their lives to their zealons attendance on the immigrant
Irish, who carried the pestilence with them in their flight to
other portions of the United Kingdom.

The pestilence likewise slew its victims in the fetid hold of
the emigrant ship, and, following them across the ocean, im-
molated them in thousands in the lazar-houses, that fril'lg'ed
the shores of Canada and the United States.

]_u meal, and coffins, and passenger ships, wes the principal
business of the time. A fact may be mentioned which rens
d.u:-n further description of the state of the country needless.
The Cork Patent Saw Mills had been at full work‘fmm De
cember 1846 to May 1847, with twenty pairs of saws con-
stantly going from morning till night, cutting planks for
coffins, and planks and scantlings for fever sheds, and for the
framework of berths for emigrant ships.

CHAPTER XXIX.

The People rush from the Country into the Towns—Instances of the
Destruction of Life amongst them—An awful Bpectacle—Father
Mathew in his Element—He warns the People against Intemper-
ance-—America sends Food to Ireland—The public Measures of &
Relief—An honourable Testimony.

HE destruction of life amongst those who rushed into
T the towns, scared by the naked horrors of the starved
country districts, was almost beyond belief. A single instance
will afford an idea of this frightfal carnage.

In a small house in one of the lanes off Clarence Street,
a crowded thoronghfare of Cork, some two or three families
from the conntry had sought refuge. The writer was in the
company of another gentleman of the city, when his attention
was directed to this wretched abode of famine and pestilence.
A tall man, of once powerful frame, stood leaning against the
door-post, and apparently indifferent to everything in this
world—even to the moans and eries which proceeded from a
kind of closet, a few feet from where he stood. Every trace
of expression, save that of blank apathy, Lad been banished
from his face ; and the skin of his face, neck, and breast—for
his discoloured shirt was open in front—was more of the hue
of a negro than of a white man. It was the dark colour of
the famine. In the front room, lay, stark and stiff, stretched
on the bare floor, the dead bodies of two of his children—one
a girl of thirteen, the other a boy of seven ; and in the closet,
on a heap of infected straw, raving and writhing in fever, lay
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the dying mother of the dead children, and wife of the dyin
fft.tlwr and husband who was leaning against the rlnol‘-;;ostg
'blxtevn human beings sought an asylum in that dwelling. o d
in less than a week eleven were tul-:uvw out dead | i
One or two other facts, witnessed by the writer during the
mlr\mt’h of April 1847—not in the midst of some wild muu:tai
district, but in the heart of a populous city—will afford X
furt‘hrr idea of the reality of the famine 'l'l;t- writer uccomﬂ
panied by a friend, as in the preceding instance (-1;tered ;
wretched house in the same district, n‘ room of lwhich wn:
occupied by a destitute family, who had also come in from
It}.l(‘ CGEIM[‘}', On opening the door of the apartment, a miser-
uble sight presented itself, On the floor was the rl:»:u! b;}d
of anlinfmlt ; on & kind of bed—a bundle of straw. on whicg
Wwas thrown a man’s coat—Ilay the mother of l

ma the child, tossing
and moaning in the delirium of fever, with another infant in
the last stage of the disease. Iying collapsed by he :

r side ; and,
ilmost e | g
were 8 great gaunt man, and a little girl her ;1::11:1131'55[::19’
upon his lap. The man, on whose shoulders was some king
of female garment, was nearly speechless, and could with
difficulty articulate a word, or indeed be induced to notice
that he was spoken to. The air of the apartment was thick
and -dcudi_\', and the odour intolerable. Fever—the true
Famine Fever—was here in all its malignity. The mother
was removed to the nearest hospital, whose \'-.'a:'ds were then
crowded with the victims of the terrible typhus, and relief
wus. administered to the other members .u[' tl:ul afflicted
family. When the door of that chamber was opened o few
(Iiayfl nftel:, the consummation of the tragedy was then beheld.
f;he:.e “l‘l:ll.:hillcl-n;:ll:-.l&('_!-l;)utz,n‘l:iis’fuue tarned 'Ll-J‘ the boards, ll}e
- pse. He had evidently fallen in
that position, and died where he fell. On the straw which
had been recently occupie byl
the children, also dead :

crouching over the scanty embers of an 1

d by the poor mother, lay one of
and crouched up under the grate,
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with its little arms crossed on its bosom, was another dead
child. Of that family of seventyfive children and their
parents—there was but a single survivor.

If it were thus that the Famine and the Famine Fever slew
its victims in the very midst of large populations, one may
imagine, though faintly, the awful horrors of the country
districts.

Among many others who suffered the penalty of their devo-
tion to the relief of suffering humanity, was a respectable gen-
tleman of the city,* a member of the Society of St. Vincent
de Panl—a society which, having its origin in Ireland with
the Famine, has since then become the most important chari-
table organisation in the south of Ireland. The funeral, from
the character and position of the deceased, assumed somewhat
of a public nature, and was attended by the local bodies and
the society of which he had been a member. Father Mathew
was among the clergymen who marked their respect for the
virtues of this martyr to charity. As the procession reached
the church of St. Anne Shandon, a cry of horror was raised
at the spectacle which was there beheld. Under a kind of
open shed, attached to a guard-house which has since been
removed, lay, huddled up in their filthy fetid rags, thirty-eight
or forty human creatures—men, women, children, and infants
of the tenderest age—starving and fever-stricken—most of
them in a dying state—some dead—and all gaunt, yellow,
hideous, from the combined effects of famine and disease.

Under this open shed they had remained during the night,
and until that hour—about ten in the morning—when the
faneral procession was passing by, and their indescribable
misery was beheld by the leading citizens of Cork, including
the Mayor, and several members of the Board of Guardians.

The odour which proceeded from that huddled-up heap of

human beings was of itself enough to generate a plague. On

their return from paying the last mark of respect to the

¢ Mr. John Lynch
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d-l?CEHSt‘(l member of the Society of 8t. Vincent, the authorj.
ties sent for carts to convey the unfortunates to the work.

house ; but before they were placed, carefully and tenderly
» »

on the straw with which the carts were supplied, the neces-
sary precaution was taken of sprinkling their clothes pleunti-
fully with chloride of lime, which was also profusely distrib.
uted over the place on which they had lain during liue night,
It was a sad sight to behold those helpless and uncunsc?ons
creatures borne off to almost certain death ; for, in all proba-
bility, by the end of the week, there were not five out of the
entire number that had not found a shallow grave in the
choked cemetery of the Union.

The public mind became familiarised with the horrors which
were of daily occurrence. A little group clustered round some
object in the street : you enquired what was the cause of the
a.p]mn-nl interest, and you found it was some one who had
just ‘dropped from the hunger ;' or, perhaps, it was an emaci-
ated human being who was actually drawing his last breath
on the public highway of a populous city. I have myself
witnessed more than one awful occurrence of the kind, I
have beheld women, in scanty rags, that did not reach mueh
below the knee, whose legs had no more flesh on them than
there is on the leg of a crane. From knee to ankle, there
IWur: nothing but hone and shrivelled skin—not the félimest
indication of the ordinary calf. Literally, the streets swarmed
with wulking skeletons. In every face was care; on every
brow was gloom ; in every heart was sorrow and depression.
The healthy hue seemed to have been banished from the couns
tenance even of youth ; the brightness of the eye was dimmed
ﬂ!ll]. the once gay laugh of a light-hearted pl;u;-ric was hushed:
-'Ihe very atmosphere was charged with sorrow and suffer-
ing and death. It was indeed a sad time for that stricken
people.

But althongh there was uo class in society that did not feel
the terrible pressure of the bour, either tlli:l.)ugll positive loss
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of income or the multiplied burden of taxation, there existed
a noble feeling of charity pervading the whole community.
Few indeed were there hard-hearted enough to refuse the
application of a suffering neighbour, or to turn the wandering
beggar from the door, notwithstanding that infection was dis-
seminated by the starving beings who had rushed in from the
country, and that in every fold of their wretched rags and
filthy blankets the deadly typhus lurked. :

It was a time traly in which to try the souls of men; and at
no period of his career did the character of Theobald Mathew
shine out with a purer and holier lustre, as in this terrible
crisis. He was the life and soul of every useful and charitable
undertaking ; and there ‘were many snch at a moment which
called into activity the best feelings of our common nature,
and united those who had been previously opposed, in frater-
nal and Christian concord. Industrial schools, clothing socie-
ties, relief associations, visiting committees—these and similar
efforts sprang from the necessity of the time and the compas-
sion of the good ; and there were few of these that did not
derive aid and strength from the cooperation or countenance
of Father Mathew. What influence he could employ, he
bronght to bear upon those whose interest it was to make a
profit of the great necessary of life, npon every ounce of which
depended the safety of a fellow-creature ; and by his lavish
and unbounded charity—for the excess of which he was after-
wards to endure many a moment of mental torture—he supple-
mented the public relief, and thereby rescued thousands from
an untimely grave. ‘

Between Father Mathew and the Irish people no ordinary
bond of sympathy and affection existed. He was their leader
in a movement such as the world scarcely ever before wit-
nessed, and they were his obedient and devoted followers.
If no such linkk had united them to him, they would have
equally claimed his best services in their behalf, and he would
bave spared no effort or sacrifice for their relief ; but as their
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leader, who had shared with them the joy and exultation of
happy days, he felt bound, in a hundred-fold degree, to stand
by them in their hour of mortal peril. In a letter addressed
to an American corespondent, we find this feeling strongly
expressed :—
Cork : January 30, 1847,

DEArR Mr. ArrEN,—There is no desire more ardent in my breast
than to visit the United States, that great and glorious ]:'upublic
O_hnmclus, not of great magnitude, impeded my wishes heretofure-
Now, there is an insurmountable impediment .in the Famine th.t
desolates our stricken land. It would be inhuman— it would be a
flagrant act of baseness, to abandon, in their hour of sorrow my
dear, my dying countrymen—men who, in the pride and joy of 'lhcir
hearts, enrolled themselves, at my word, under the }n::lm-t'l‘- of Tem-
perance, and who now, though tempted to violate the pledge, to
drown their agonies in drink and die, cling to their sacred (»njz:;ga.
mr'm.s with desperate fidelity, braving every temptation. A brif:hwr
day is dawning. Our Government and the benevolent people of En -
land are liberally contributing to save us from destruction. mer
bappy land, through its length and breadth, sympathises in our suffer-
ings, and is making mighty efforts for our relief. Ten fold more
effectual would American aid be, if, out of your abundance, bread-
stuffs were shipped for Ireland, instead of .mum-v_ We ur{z in the
deadly grasp of corn monopolists, who compel hs:;rvin;.: creatures to
pay 194. a ton for what could be purchased in your country for little
more than one-third of that famine price. - i

When it will please a Merciful Providence to stay the hand of the

Destroying Angel, and bless with plenty old Ireland; T shall gladly

avail myself of the o tunity, & g if
3 @ opportunity, and gratify the dearest wis
o ) sh of my

Again thanking you for your great kindness, I am, with high
respect, dear Mr. Allen, your devoted friend,

TaeosALD MATHEW.

‘ Not only did Father Mathew expend his last shilling, and
involve himself in new difficulties, to relieve the s:urvinlq’ hut
he _amiled himself of every opportunity to warn the iJéople
against the sin and madness of intemperance at such &
moment, Thus he continued to accept invitations to preach
for local charities in many parts of the country, because, indes
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pendently of his desire to assist his brother clergymen in pro-
moting works of charity or advancing the cause of religion, it
afforded him the occasion of addressing their flocks upon his
great theme. One of the happiest of his addresses was deliv-
ered in the commencement of the Famine, at Lisgoold, a vil-
lage some miles from Cork. It was spoken from the altar of
the Catholic Church, and produced a profound impression
upon a congregation whose faces wore a sad and anxious
expression ; for ‘the hunger’ was already in many a bome in
the parish. An extract or two from that admirable address
will be found appropriate in this place :—

Thousands upon thousands now pine in want and woe, because
they did not take my advice; to them the horrors of famine and the
evils of blight are aggravated, while tens of thousands of those who
listened to me and adopted my advice, are now safe from hunger and
privation, because they had the virtue to gurrender a filthy sensual
gratification, and the wisdom to store up for the coming of the evil
day. Thousands are now perishing, who, if they had not the folly to
gpend their hard-earned money in drink, in riot, and in debauchery,
would now be safe from danger, and enabled to assist, by their
charity, creatures who are now without a friend to comfort or assist
them. The prison and the poor-house are opening wide their doors
for many who have wilfully brought ruin on themselves and their
families, and who, had they only sense, would now be among the
wealthy of the land. I will not upbraid such victims for the past, I
would rather cheer and console; I would rather tell them that it is
not yet too late, that no one should despair, that there is still balm in
Gilead, still a physician there. I would assure them that the oldest
and most inveterate habit can be overcome by a simple effort of moral
courage, by one virtuous resolution. Habit and custom tyrannise over
men, because they want courage to face and oppose their tyrants; but
the strongest chain of passsion that ever fettered the soul, and led
man’s senses captive, can be broken by a bold, a virtuous effort. The
pledge which I ask you and others to take, does not enslave, it makes
free—free from vice, free from passion, free from an enslaving habit.
The fewer passions that rule us, the freer we are; and no man is so
free as the man who places himself beyond and out of the reach of
temptation ; for, as the Seripture says, those who court danger shall
perish therein. The freedom which I advocate is one you can obtain
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without any sacrifice of health, of pleasure, of money, or of comfors,
On the contrary, it will add to your health, your wealth, your pleas.
ure, l‘uul your comfort. Temperance brings blessings in l;u:h hands :
blessings for time, and blessings for eternity, Let the drinker ol!
strong drink examine his past life, and he cannot fail to see that fh
fiurkt‘ki moments of his life have borrowed their murky hue fro;:
intemperance. I never knew a young man or young wn‘:m:\n to go
astray, and walk in the way of lewdness, whose departure from Ifm
path of virtue was not chiefly from the influence of sirong drink.

There is no difficulty in taking the pledge. No man performs his
tifﬂ:\' better than a teetotaller; no man is better able to hmve. the
vicissitudes of the season. I am now in the habit of travelling con-
stantly during the last nine years, in heat and cold, in rain and snow
by day and night; and I have never suffered any serious inmmwenij
t'ni‘.l' from it, becanse I was a teetotaller ; and tln-u". thank God, I am as
m:-h\'l‘ and as full of energy as ever, and us determined now as I was
nine years ago, to devote myself to the great cause of reformation
and l.urnr:ll as well af social advancement. I never knew what tl'm;
bappiness was until 1 became a teetotaller ; for nntil I became so 1
could never feel that I was free or out of danger, or could sa ’Io
myself, with confidence, that I wonld not at nm'.!iml' or unu!hef he
flml most degraded thing, @ drunkard. Let no man tell me that he
18 safe enongh, that he has no ocecasion to take the pledge, that he is
ahtrrc temptation. There is no one strong enough or firm enough to
resist temptation ; no one so strong or firm that he may not fall. I
ha'r-" seen the stars of the heavens fall, and the rw-niurx- of lfeba-uou
laid low. I have seen the proudest boasters humbled to the dust,
steeped to the very lips in poverty, and sunk in dishonoured graves.

I am here in the name of the Lord. I am here for your ,f:t.;ml. This

18 & time to try men’s souls; and that man or that woman must be
a monster who would drink while

a fellow-creature was dving fi

te ‘ as dying for
want of food. 1 don’t blame the brewers or the distillers—I blame
those who make them so.

If they could make i
A ake more money in an
other way, they would ; 1 : 4

o .”'. 80 Inn,r_v_ as the people are mad enough to

s . odious manufacture, they will continue in the
trm!u'. Is it not a terrible thing to think |h:;1 g0 much wholesome
grain, that God intended for the support of human life, .-]mul:l be

converted into & maddening poison, for the destruetion of man's body

’ R £
;\rmi soul ? f a caleulation recently made, it is clearly proved that
all the grain now converted into poison, were devoted to its natural
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and legitimate use, it would afford a meal a day to évery man, Woman,
and child in the land! The man or woman who drinks, drinks the
food of the starving ; and is not that man or woman a monster who
drinks the food of the starving?

It would be difficult to say in what country or among what
people the most active sympathy was displayed towards the
suffering people of Ireland. The generosity of the people of
England of all classes was most munificent ; but the practical
benevolence of America was in a special degree cheering and
timely. In the great cities of the United States, ‘meetings
were held in ‘the early part of 1847, to raise money for tho
relief of Ireland, and these meetings were attended by the
most influential men of the country. Thus, in Philadelphia,
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court presided over a meet-
ing held in that city on the 98th of January 1847 ; and the
noble charity displayed on that occasion wiped out the last
trace of the blood shed in the riots of 1844. The Vice-Presi-
dent of the United States presided over a meeting held in
Washington. In New York and Boston the same sympathy
was felt, and the most active exertions were made to afford
the deseription of relief then most required by Ireland. Provi-
dence had vouchsafed that to America which it had, for wise
reasons, denied to Ireland—an abundant supply of food for
man ; and America, in giving from her abundance to her dis-
tressed sister, proved how beautiful and holy is that bond of
humanity which links nations, the most remote, in one great
family, sympathising with each other’s joy and sorrow.

On Monday the 13th of April, a noble sight might be wit-
nessed in Cork Harboar; the sun shining its welcome on
the entrance of the wnarmed warship ‘ Jamestown,’ sailing in
under a cloud of snowy canvass, her great hold laden with
bread-stuffs for the starving people of Ireland. It was a
sight that brought tears to many an eye, and prayers of
gratitude to many a heart. It was one of those things which
& nation remembers of another long after the day of sorrow
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bas passed. Upon the warm and generous people, to whom
Auwerica literally broke bread, and sent life, this act of frater-
nal charity, so gracefully and impressively offered, naturally
produced a profound and lasting impression, the influence of
which is felt to this moment.

The captain of that unarmed war-ship was thus favourably
introduced to Father Mathew :—

Boston, U. 8. A.: March 27, 1847.
DEaR Sir,—This will introduce to you the commander of the United
Btates unarmed ship, the ‘ Jamestown,” Robert B. Forhes, Esq., who
has nobly volunteered his services to convey to your shores a cargo
of provisions for the relief of the destitute.

It affords me great pleasure to make this philanthropic countryman
of ours known*to one who is personally known to me, and to millions
in both hemispheres, as one of the greatest benefactors of his race.
In Mr. Forbes you will find one of nature’s nobles, who, leaving the
endearments of home at this boisterous season, crosses the ocean to
imitate His and our Siviour, to feed the hungry and raise the des-
ponding. To you, my excellent friend, I cordially commend him,
hoping at no distant day to grasp your hand, and welcome you on our
shores, and then assure you that our sympathies and hearts are one,
though separated by the ocean and a different faith.

With high esteem, your friend,

Jonx Taprax.
The Very Rev. Theobold Mathew.

Father Mathew lost no time in paying his respects to
Captain Forbes, who expressed in the strongest terms the
pleasure he felt in meeting and knowing the man with whose
name he had been so long familiar, and spoke of the impa-
tience of the American people to receive him among them,
Captain Forbes coneluded by offering Father Mathew a pas-
sage in the ‘ Jamestown ; which offer was gratefully declined,
on the ground that the state of the country required the best
exertions of everyone who could in any way assist he
that it would be an unpardonable crime
hour of her direst necessity.

r, and
to desert her in the
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; b
The commander of the United States frigate 'Macedonlall;l,
another bread-laden ship of war, also demred_ u: .hm]n.: e
honour of taking Father Mathew to the States in his ship :—
United States Frigate ‘ Macodonian.’
New York : May 15, 1847.
Reveresp Axp respecTEp Fatmer,—This frigate will leave f;r I_re-
land and écnt\und some time during the present month; Bml_. tln:::g
anderstood that it was the intention of your reverence o visit this

country during the summer, I take the liberty of respectfully offering

tdyour consideration the propriety of returning with me. ¢
It would give me great pleasure to have the honour of your co

; assure you, that
pany on my homeward voyage; and I can only assure you

1 chs » SDATre 0
ghould you determine to accompany me, no pm.usls-h.lll be .z-]n'r.(ud l:c
make \"uur voyage as pleasant to yourself as it is hoped it wi
] .y fellow-citizens of the United States.
rofitable to my fellow-citizens o 3 : o
. Accept the assurance of high regard, consideration, and resp

- Georce C. DE Kay,

e Ry
Commander of-U. 8, F. ‘ Macedonian.
To the Very Rev. Father Mathew, Cork.

It is not within the scope of this biography to enter into &
detail of the measures adopted by PurlianTen.t and the ('_x'overnf-
ment for the relief of Irish distress, or within the p_rovmce 0
the writer to attempt & criticism, much less to pass Jur!gemetnht;
upon the merits or the shortcomings gf those measures, or =
manner of their administration. This prolperl_\: bc_longs to .
historian who writes the history of the Irish Famine. Bu:-.ll
is much to be deplored that the works undertaken .at that
{ime, with a view to provide employment, were not in moe;lt:
instances of a remunerative character, and ﬂ]l.lt some sucd
scheme as that proposed by Lord George I}eutnwk—lo len}
fifteen millions of money for the COIISU‘%ICthI‘l of the em:t -
works of railways—was not even purlml}:\? adopted. I‘?r'
while it wonld be untrue to state that considerable gq(rdl“fls
not accomplished by the works_ then executed, especial lyl'u;n
opening up, and rendering accessible to traffic, remote or ¥ t‘);
districts of the country ; it would be equally untrue to &
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that many most useless and nnprofitable works were not
andertaken. Allowance must, however, be made for a time
of panic, which is always fruitful of measures of precipitation,
as of blunders and disasters,* The delay in granting work to
& parish or district was fatal to life, and the work itself was,
in fearfully numerons instances, almost equally fatal. When
the work was obtained, the physical energy of the workman
was gone ; and the very effort to use the spade, the wheel-
barrow, or even the hammer, accomplished the destruction gf
a life which hunger and dysentery had undermined.

In the month of March 1847, there were employed on the
public works the enormous number of 734,000 persons, repre-
senting, says Mr. Trevelyan, ‘at a moderate estimate of the
average of each family, upwards of three millions of persons.’
It being apprehended that the drawing away of such an enor-
mous amount of labour from the ordinary agricultural opera-
tions of the country would dangerously interfere with the
harvest of 1847, and thus bring about a renewal of the
famine which then afflicted Ireland, it was determined to sub-
stitute for those works gratuitous distributions of food ; and
on the 20th of March a reduction of 20 per cent. of the num-
bers employed on the works was carried out, and the same
plan of reduction was persevered in until the new system of
gratuitous relief was brought into full .operation. Even the
partial diminution of the numbers so employed was attended
with the most serious eonsequences, as it tended to aggravate
the distress, which was at its height in the months of April,
May, and June. The Temporary Relief Act was brought
into effective operation in July, during which month over

*In a note to his article in the Edinburgh Review, M. Trevelyan has the
following—

‘A Member of the Board of Works, writing to a friend, observed as follows :—

1 hope never to see such a winter and spring again. I ean truly say, in look-
ing back upon it, even now, that it appears to me, not & succession of woeks and
days, but one long continuous day, with occasional intervals of nightmare sleep

Rest one conld never bave, when one felt that in every minute lost a soore of men
wight die.*
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8,000,000 of persons received daily rations. T‘hef machinery
by which this gigantic system of relief was ndu?u‘uf:tered,l con-
sfstnd of Relief Committees in each electoral dmsmn,. with a
Finance Committee and a Government Inspector in each
union, the entire being under the control or direction of a
Board of Commissioners in Dublin. ;
This system of relief, which Sir John Burgoyne exultmgly
dcscribed- as ‘the grandest attempt ever made to grapple with
famine over a whole country,’ was administered through more
than 2,000 local committees, to whose honour un_d tru.stworth-
iness Mr. Trevelyan thus bore testimony :—* It is & fact very
honourable to Ireland, that among upwards of ‘2,000 local
bodies to whom advances were made under iiills Act (the
Temporary Relief Act), there is not one to which, so far as
the Government is informed, any suspicion of embezzlement

attaches,’* ’ .
The estimated cost of this relief in food was 3,000,000¢ ;

but the amount actvally expended was 1,557,212L, being

nearly 500,0007. less than what bad been allowed by Parlia-
ment to be raised under the Act.

@ Article on the ¢ Irish Crisis* in the Edinburgh Beview, Jan. 1848




