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CHAPTER. 111

MEXICO IN GENERAL

EXICO, the fairy-land of tropical flowers and majestic, snow-capped mountains

opens to the view of the tourist, who has hitherto followed the beaten" path_sj

o‘f tra'wel, a mine of unexpected delight in its natural wealth of scenery

historic assoc'iations, marked race characteristics, and evidences of stead}};

< adxianfjment m: the van f)f progress. A.'\vonderful country it 1s indeed, where
Na n so lavish that she causes to grow upon its surface a vegetation so varied that
it includes almost every plant of tropical lands, together with the sturdy firs of :
t o S y firs of the farthest
poetic strain of old Spain whose traditions still tinge the country with the romance of the Cid

Manrique’s lays, and the last
sigh of the Moor. Echoes of
the Alhambra still linger in the
graceful Moorish arches of the
public buildings, while the gar-
.dens of King Boabdil live ag‘gain
n the beautiful Alamedas with
their stately trees, luxuriant
vegetation, gorgeous flowers,
graceful monuments, elaborate
fountains, and cool shady walks.
In every city of any size is
always the Alameda for the
people; that of the city of
:ﬁ'[exico being especially artistic
I arrangement and the profu-
sion and beauty of its flowers.
Side by side with the pushing
needs of modern civilization
211'1.dl progress are to- be seen
: evidences of the artist’s insti
architecture, instead of the solid bu‘)tt i;‘l?gg;;

CORRECTIONAL ScHOOL, CITY OF MExico,

which finds expression in beautify] forms of

blocks of stone which so disfigure our large A

= : merican cities
Wonderful has been the Progress of Mexico i :
Lk - gress ot Mexico in these ]
rapid mushroom growtl

o 1 of mere sordic

7 G 8t e sordid money-

eautlfymg the cities or ministering to the artisti i
g stic sense

ast ﬁfteen. years; but it has not
etting, which leaves no time for
of the people. While railroads,

Son ' ithin i
1€ strange magic seems to hold one within its gates. Perhaps it is the dreamy
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canals, and telegraph routes have been
built, the beauty of public buildings,
churches, monuments, and great public
squares is not forgotten.

In its museums are stored the an-
tiquities of the Aztecs; in its libraries
are the songs and annals of its old
Spanish writers ; in its statues are re-
produced the features and forms of its
heroes. With so much “local color,”
variety, and picturesqueness, it is
strange that this rich mine has not
been more worked by the novelist,
poet, and dramatist of America. Our
artists journey to Spain, Algiers, and
Eoypt, when they might find quite
as rich material at their very doors in
this wonderful land of picturesque
types, tropical vegetation, and splendid
atmospheric effects.

True, French fashions have come among the upper classes and almost crowded out the
graceful Castilian dress; still, the mantilla and high comb are seen to-day at high mass; the
ranchero, or planter, is gorgeous in his short jacket elaborately embroidered, his slashed
trousers ornamented with gold and silver lace and buttons, his wide-rimmed and sumptuously
adorned hat, and his shining spurs.

The black-eyed sefiorita, with a rose in her hair, still peeps coquettishly from her latticed
window or balcony at the cloaked gal- gEssr e s Faisr
lant who twangs his lute and casts lan- e
guishing glances toward his inamorata,
not being permitted in any other way
to voice his passion.

There are still in the moonlit nights
the tinkle of guitars, the sinuous fan-
dango, and the gypsy dance ; and, above
all, the towering peaks of mighty moun-
tains, the glow of volcanic fires, and the
sunsets of a tropical land.

Every one who goes to Mexico has

in his note-book something like this:-
«Don’t forget to see a bullfight”
Under the humane rule of President
Diaz this brutal and revolting amuse-
ment is passing into disrepute; but
still it exists, and is largely attended.

Pedro Romero, in the eighteenth L
century, established rules and regula— ENTRANCE TO THE PASEO DE LA REFORMA.

FOUNTAIN IN THE ALAMEDA, CiTY oF MEXICO.
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tions which are still followed in’ conducting a bullfight. The company is made up of the
principal espada, or swordsman, four mounted picadors, four banderilleros, who manipulate the
sharp, barbed goads, and two capeadors,
who distract the poor beasts by waving and
fluttering their cloaks. The gorgeous trap-
pings of these men make a brilliant spectacle
as they ride into the ring. The foreign visitor
generally shudders and says, “How horri-
ble ! but ends by going to see the fight and
staying it out. “It is one of the institutions
of the country,” he says, “and one must see
everything.”

Among the higher classes social life in
the republic is most charming. While there is
considerable of ceremony and conventionality,
there is also much of refinement, culture, un-
failing courtesy, and delicate gallantry. The
scholar, the artist, and the Z#rateur may all
find congenial society. Hospitality is as
generous as it is proverbial. One has only
to be properly introduced to be the recipient
of lavish attentions. Often gifts of flowers,
birds, curios, and even valuable relics are
offered with princely generosity.

‘The women who adorn the upper circles
of society are justly noted for their personal
beauty, their virtues, and their accomplish-
t of the poetry of this romantic land of song

IN Rinmg COSTUME-—CHARO SuITs.

ments, while their charm
and story.

There is a good system of
benevolent institutions, al| of
ceive the earnest and substanti
of the government.

Railway and diligence |
eliminated distances ang made travelling
comparatively easy, and now there is no

interesting portion of Mexico that is in-
accessible to the tourist.

of manner seems a par
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nd
It has produced since 1821 one hundred ;ho;sznd
value of four billion three hun re. :
sh it promised them great minera

individual millionaires in great number. =

tons of silver and five hundred tgns of gold, o : mg i

twenty million dollars. When discovered by the 5p
realth, and has kept that promise. _ B

: ealtﬂcxico has all1 the climates of the earth, from the frozen regions of P

clad ;nountains. to the equatorial heat of her Zerras calientes. L e
‘ What stirs the traveller to his depths when for the1 ﬁrsic 1‘({1mellke L

| ‘ 1S in li set in her lakes lik
from afar? Beauteous she is, bathed in light, se

HALL OF AMBASSADORS, IN THE NATIONAL PALACE.

Ly - that fills him with
: . that draws him to her, t
: L lone nor chiefly her beauty _ CThales ol the
silver. But it is not a b be lookine upon another e
> i o elf to be looking up

e . it is that he knows hims _ s
irresistible emo}t’lon, heatre of mighty events which succeed one anot}.)er down g
hundred gates,” upon a thea = : f antiquity ; it is that gazing up at Popocate-
i f the centuries till they are lost in the mists of antiquity ; §

vista ol the

Of the great natyral resources of this
country in its mines, fruits, woods, stone
and marble quarries, ang products of the
soil, there is sg much to

: say that further
mention of these myst be left to succeed-
ing chapters,

“Mexico has 3 world-w
given Spain untold millions,

ide reputation for its mineral w
and made it one of the richest nations of the world.

ENTRANCE TO THE ALAMEDA, CITY oF MExIco.

ealth” says one writer, “It has
It has made
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witnesses of a civilized past w
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CUSTOMS AND CHARACTERISTICS

EXICO was christened by the conquerors “ New Spain,” and to this day it has

many Spanish characteristics. The city of Mexico is nearly as large as

Madrid or Barcelona, and far surpasses both in novelty and interest. QOutside

of its wonderful picture-gallery, the finest in the world, Madrid is only an

imitation Paris, while Barcelona is a bright, attractive modern business city.

Mexico is all these, and, in addition, interests with Oriental scenes and suggestions. It has

many of the sight-seeing attractions of Madrid, Barcelona, and gay Seville, with touches of

scenes from the streets of Cairo. Guadalajara and Puebla are nearer the size of Seville, and

each has manifold attractions. Guanajuato is the Mexican reminder of Toledo and Granada,

perched on the rocky hill-sides, terraced, quaint, and picturesque. You hear the same language

spoken as in Spain; in both countries you pay separately for each act at a theatrical perform-

ance: men smoke constantly

and everywhere, as, in fact, some

of the women do; while in no

other country except old Spain

is the bull-fight so popular an
institution.

And, after all, bull-fighting
seems more or less appropriate
to the peculiar civilization of
Mexico. The picturesque set-
ting that is given there calls up
vaguely the bouts in the am-
phitheatre in the days of Roman
glory, and the more modern
jousts and tournaments of our
Anglo-Saxon forefathers.

The best place chosen in
Mexico City for the contest is in | ‘_ o
Tacubaya.  The amphitheatre | PATIO OF THE NATIONAL SCHOOL.
is enclosed by a wall of adobe.

The sunny side of the enclosure is furnished with rows of wooden benches, but the shady side
is provided with boxes for the accommodation of the grandees of the city and of distinguished
visitors. The audiences are composed of all classes of society,—from the proud swell, with his
four-in-hand, to the barefoot, dark-eyed, patient-faced Castilian lad. ~About one-fifth of the
gathering is composed of women. In the boxes are beauties with olive skin and peach’s bloom,




