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when Mexico was pouring countless millions into the coffers of Spain, and when there was no
lack of money for the most extravagant projects. _ :

When Church property was nationalized by Juarez, and monasterlesj, and nunneries were
suppressed, it was found that threefourths of the wealth of the republic had gone into the
hands of the Church. The moneys, and to some extent the rich ador.nment, of the churches were
affected by Juarez's reform ; but still these structures are, as in Spain, the country of. wonderfy]
cathedrals, the sights most proudly pointed out to the tourist. There are churches in the most
inaccessible spots, on the, summits of pyramids, the vast artificial mounds which fonﬁned the
favorite foundation of temples of Aztec sun-worshippers; and thus the church. edihc-es are
numerous beyond conception, though many have long ago been disused or fallen into ruin.

But to return to the city of Mexico. The modern cathedral belongs to the Doric order.
The architecture is severe-and grandiose. The interior is composed of five naves, which

gradually increase from the central to the
lateral ones, which are occupied by fourteen
chapels. The high arches are supported
on fluted columns, the middle one being
decorated with a capital of the greatest
beauty, on which the visitor can admire
paintings in distemper by the celebrated
Jineo representing the Assumption of the
Virgin in different groups, composed of
the patriarchs and the most celebrated
women of sacred history. The tabernacle
is a modern work, far from being in har-
mony with the severe style of the older
edifice. The principal facade of the cathe.
dral—that toward the south—has three
portals, which are composed of two orders
of architecture, the first Doric and the
second lonic, ornamented with statues, bas-
reliefs, pilasters, and capitals in white mar-
ble. The towers, which are over two
hundred feet in height, are also composed
of two architectural orders, the first Doric
and the second Ionic, and are crowned
with bell-like structures, The cornices of
the towers in the different parts of the

edifice support beautiful balustrades, with

A STAIRWAY 1N THE MUNICIPAL PALACE. pilasters surmounted by magnificent urns
and handsome statyes. The statues on
those of the centre portal, where the clock

the towers represent the doctors of the Church, and
is, the theological virtues,
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besides valuable real estates all over the republic. Almost every person leaves a bequest in
his will for masses for his soul, which constitute an encumbrance upon the estate, and thus
nearly all the estates of the small proprietors are mortgaged to the Church. The property held
by the Church in mortmain is estimated at fifty millions,

The streets in Mexico are exceedingly wide,—much more so than is necessary, considering
that they are not obstructed, as is the case in many cities, by drays and wagons,

The sidewalks are uncommonly narrow. The streets are all paved with round stones, the
sidewalks with very rough flat ones. The houses on the principal streets are all two or three
stories high. The elevation of the rooms from the floor to the ceiling—eighteen to twenty feet
—gives to a house of two stories a greater height than we are accustomed to see in houses of
three. The roofs are all terraced, and have parapet walls three or four feet high. The walls
are built of rough stones of all shapes and sizes, and large quantities of lime mortar. They

are very thick,—in ordinary buildings from two to three feet, and in the larger edifices of much
greater massiveness. The foundations of most of the largest buildings are made with piles.
Even these foundations are very insecure ; and it is surprising that they are not more so, with
such an immense weight of stone upon such an unsteady foundation. The streets cross one
another at right angles, dividing the whole city into squares. Each of these squares is called a
street, and has a separate name. In most of these streets there is a church, which gives name
to the street in which it stands, In many instances these churches and convents (that of San
Augustin, for example) cover the whole square,—not with separate buildings, but one single
edifice, with the usual patio or court, an open space in the centre. There is not, I bel
house in the city without this court, of greater or less dimensions, in proportion to the size of
the building. There is only one door on the lower floor, and none on the outside of the upper
story. The door is very strongly built, and high enough for a coach to pass through, It
opens into the patio, through which you pass to the steps leading to the upper stories, where
almost everybody lives, except the lowest classes.

At the period of the conquest the water of the lakes flowed through all the streets of the
city, which-were crossed in canoes or on bridges. :

Inundations of the city to the height of
several feet were of frequent occurrence.

| These inundations were caused by the overflowing
of the lakes San Cristobal and Zumpango, and the rush of their waters into the bed of the
lake of Tezcuco, on an island in which tl

lak : e city of Mexico was, and near the border of which
1t 1s now situated. The city has been drained, and there is no longer the disadvantage of
overflow. ‘

Since the establ
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ishment of Mexican independence the city
revolutions and Insurrections, and a number of im

vicinity, the most noted being tl
Chapultepec, September 13, fou
Mexican army under General Santa Anna. After
and held it until the ratification of the treaty of Gu

has been the scene of several
portant battles have been fought in the
1ose of Contreras and Churubusco, August 20, 1847, and of
ght between the American army under General Scott and the
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CHURCHES AND SHRINES

CHAPTER "V I
CHURCHES AND SHRINES

OST of the churches in Mexico are beautiful pieces of architecture. Although

they often mingle the Italian, Moorish, and Gothic schools, they ).'et lj?eser?f‘e

a delightful harmony of design and do much toward z?c-centu_au.?g the EIL.-

turesque beauty of the country. The fa(;a_des are exquisitely fimshed HT ne

carving cut by loving hands into the delicate soft stone. ’Iheflo‘mes 'are;

either brilliant or soft with burnished tiles, and the light and graceful towers al}d .belin?s agains
the sapphire Mexican sky, make up a picture never to be fo‘rgotte.n 'by tht;-l.ELI‘t].StIC L_is.ou : o
Inside there is often to be seen some fine hand-carving ; silver railings and candelabra,
rare old Spanish paintings, rich tapestries, and dair}ty orna-
mentations give a matchless fout ensemble. ‘The high altgr
always rises under the great cathedral d'ome; the choir-
room is in the nave, handsomely wrought in carved ‘woods
and furnished with wrought-metal screens. From high up
on the wall the dim light filters down through small win-
dows, while the slow monotone of a Gregorian chant- ﬂgats
from dawn till dark among the arches of the great bm.ldmg.
And all the time reverent and loving worshippers gllde in
for a moment's prayer in the solemn hush, or glide out
again to the world outsic%e with s-ouls r(?fr'eshed anfi
strengthened ; for over all is a mystical, religious a‘Fm(c]);-
pheré so natural to the place that many a weary soul gladly
welcomes a sanctuary here, and in the solemnity and hush

girds on its armor anew.

« Our Lady of Guadalupe” is one of the most beau-
tiful buildings in the world. Of course it is not so large
or imposing as the cathedral, but it 1s artistically pcrlfect.

5 o ; i ) .
Instead of the balustrade of gold it has one of pure Slf\} N
and of the same size as that in the cathedral. Most o the [ T

aces. waiters, candlesticks, and ether service are of silver  THE CRowN o THE Vizeh
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Jiroin of Guadalupe runs thus: _
lso. The legend of the Virg ‘ . ol -
a In the vgar 1531 an Indian, Juan Diego (John James), was going to Memco early f1r1 tle
: i i r a fema
nornine, and as he was passing over the mountains three miles from the city he sa}vt i :
I , : T 1 1 A7
1 cencglring from the clouds. He was terribly frightened, of course, but the ﬁ%fl-li‘e: W \1}(: turtnhe t
- . i J he was the Virgin Mary; tha
irgin M told him not to be alarmed, that she w g
out to be the Virgin Mother, : el : o =
5 Mex ns, and to take them u
i > the patron saint of the Mexican Indians, .
she had determined to become : : - :
: ial 1 :on - and that he must oo to the city and tell the bishop that she wished to
her special protection; ar g




