PICTURESQUE MEXICO

CHAPTER VI

SI.GHT-SEEING IN MEXICO CITY

HERE is so muc.h to see in Mexico City that it is impossible to describe everythi

Eg‘to say (E}fiﬁmtely which point of view is most interesting. After the L:;I(EZ%’

vever, the stranger usually seeks out the National Museum, whe '

seen the sacrificial stone, which has already b K Y o

= S yL y been referred to in these pages.
G COI;S;C(IJ;?:CI\:: Eée;: Sila\ ed sald‘ ﬂ.]at of the sights in the city of .\Iexigzobthe
L e .d. and most important. To an antiquary it presents many
. theL' e h; any ‘n 1Ian antiquities,—the instruments of war used by the Mexi-
P the conquest, bows and arrows, lances, swords, cotton armor, and théir

The most curious :

rious of these is S o
i \Ellcse is th(‘f sword described by Bernal Diaz as “ espada como sk
; ol as a wooden staff four or fiv . : e )
. ' or five feet long, w Sl
inches g . ong, with S
ches in length and shaped like a razor, inserted on each h bt ik

These blades ar .
. s are made s : A :
e of obsidian volcanic glass, in which the country al s s
stinguishable from the glass of a black bottle and j i T anmpE T
. = 2, and 1s quite as brittle.  Yet Ber i
- ernal Diaz

says that he has seen e’ :
b e z]i,{ hor.s{e s head cut entirely off with one of these swords. Th is ol
: nask mac Agqag ik ; SE ¢ . ere is als
1 : = nade Of thlS \-El‘}r fl H.O'll(:‘, 1‘naterlr1]_ c 1 E . | g ol
olass. g al and having the polish of the finest

side at right angles with the staff.

- C')Ifherc are some curious specimens of the paper used by
: a species of the cactus (of which tl J
with their still more curious hierool
Rosetta stone has yet been disco:e

this is ever done, most important information may b '
but aliso as to the creation and the history of t] '(I} e
Not only the discoverers of Mexico. b e
found the natives familiar with all tilt‘: I’ |
Everything afterw

i e the 2.111-cient Mexicans, made of
s On-_t 3 ?O'Ilﬁﬁi}} two hundred varieties),
L P ‘1 . It 1s much to be regretted that no
urnishes a clue to Mexican hieroglyphics. If

ol e

d not only as to Mexican history,

eadi;&t{hz&iﬁ:o. of ;:\'er}' other c‘ountry on this continent,

0 it \:\;'t] e in the history of man up to the Deluge.

tif]Ie garden was almost identical with thle scrlip]ttsoTG s i M E"';in
.= e v scriptural account,  There is i

o e ‘If:,:j: t}pzallr_ljrmg c')f the De]ugc. the conception of 1-31 _1111 F}‘lc ‘—\[us?u%'n" of

g see the bird with a branch in its claw. A mini e

s claw. A miniature copy of it may be

seen in the Spani iti
2 Spanish edition of the Abbé Clavigero’s history i
1e armor of Cortez is there also il

¥ = Thl% J e . .
bloolsb balttlcs in that most romantic achievem :tasf thﬁ ;ﬂ mor in which he had fought all the
reading the history achievement of all history,— ‘ e
any labo- Sl .O.f the conquest of Mexico by Be 1 D; y,—the conquest of Mexico. In
y language, combining the beauties of Osg oy Bernal Diaz,—the most encl
many of the old Spanish heroes e

Bernal Diaz was one of the officers of C
. or

1anting book in
and Froiss o
roissart,—one seems to know personally

tez, and kept : : ’
kept a regular journal, which he after-
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ward wrote out more fully. He came from the province of Old Castile, where every one
spoke and wrote with great purity; and his history is the most reliable authority upon the
conquest of Mexico. The letters of Cortez are the reports of the commander of an army, and
therefore, in some degree, wanting in details. Gomara obtained his facts from conversations
with Cortez and others of the conquerors, and the book of Solis is more a romance than a
history. But Bernal Diaz deseribes what he saw personally,—scenes in all of which he was an
actor,—and in the simple style of an old soldier recounting his battles by the fireside, with
occasionally passages of great beauty and eloquence.
The armor of Pedro Alvarado, the greatest of Cortez's captains, is also n the Museum.
Tn looking at one of these coats of mail the incredulity with which one reads the accounts of the
battles of the conquest, when a e B e NG
hundred Spaniards resisted such .
swarms of Mexicans, is very much
diminished. The armor formed
a perfect covering of polished
steel for the whole body, leaving
the wearer vulnerable only at
the joints; and with such arms
1s the Mexicans used it must
have been an accident, and a
very rare one, that it was pene-
trated. The horse was almost
as effectually protected. Besides
the covering of other parts, all
his body from the saddle back
was protected with an anquera,
which was made of the thickest
bull's hide, and which was at-
tached to the saddle, and covered e Mo
all the rump of the Lorse down
to his hocks. The lower part
fringe, which jingled like bells.

enemies with terror.

sieces of iron attached to it like

of this anquera had small | : i
This last was an invention of Cortez's to strike his Indian

Nothing better illustrates the tenacity with which the Spaniards adhere to all their old
customs ant(,l habits, which has made them so striking an exception to the advancement
" f progress, than the fact that these anqueras

observed in every other country in this age o - | eras
are still in general' use in Mexico. No horse is fully caparlsoned without one. And this 1s

ditary : lso use them,—many of them
by no means confined to the military, for private gentllemfe:? a i o y :
5 : ; i ible.—bedi with a profusion of silver and some-
costing a sum which would seem incredible,—bedizene P

times of gold.
It was Alvarado whos

of Tonatiuh (the sun). He surviv
of Guatemala. He had projected a large expe

i i / : to sail, when he w
which the ships were all ready to sail, : . | .
of the Indianl tribes. As he was ascending a mountain, on the sides of which the Spaniards

i i he horses was wounded, and, tumbling down the
and Indians were eugaged in battle, one of t g

e extraordinary personal beauty led the Aztecs to give him the name
ed the completion of the conquest, and became Adelantado
dition of discovery in the Pacific Ocean, on

ent to suppress an insurrection among some
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mountain, feu upon ar.1d crushed Alvarado. Nothing could be more touching than the account the course of a lawsuit before the judges of Tezcuco by competent witnesses the truth of this
b3:' Bonil Dlaz of his death and the grief of his wife. There is a street in Mexico which fe~5‘of their fat‘.ic:r -In an annialgca-Hed the“‘NIos;ico \texicano‘) t};ere are some curious
still bears his name, and commemorates the extraordinary leap which he made across one e ing the “N Triste.” s sai L } ! glp b o
e e cH O L ; particulars concerning the I\och_e I“rlste. It is said thatltle alarm was given by an o
L rcll gel rad been removed o t oc riste. It is called woman who kept a stall, and mention 1s made of the extraordinary valor of a lady called Maria
Bl silo de ‘ \'?r?'('o\ l(‘ .\;ar‘a 5 S} cap). B emra; Diaz says, h.owever. ﬂ?af Al\-’ﬂ@do never de Fstrada, who performed marvellous deeds with her sword, and who was afterward married to
p, active as he was. Whether he made the leap or not, he was a glorious hero, Don Pedro Sanchez Farfan. It is also said that when the Indians beheld the leap they called
such as the world has not often seen since the discovery of gunpowder, which has had pretty . “«Tr 1: th‘is man is t};e offspring of the sun:’ and that this manner of tearing up the
21L1C1; the same effect upon individual heroism as the discovery of the art of printing has had (;(t)‘und asd} eating e:(arthh by handffls x\%as a common! Indian mode of expressing admiration.
ne %?126151:;? e : . =l : : I have already mentioned the great sacriﬁcia}l stone upon whic}} hl%man victims. were
| - story o’s leap” is as follows. On that “sad night” (July 1, 1520), the ffered to the Aztec gods. It is some four feet high and eight feet in diameter, of circular
rain falling in torrents, the moon and stars refusing their light, the sky covered with thick S ith fi : in %‘elie.f elaborately cut on the top and sides. It is the best specimen of
cloud§, Corte? commanded the silent march of his troops. Sandoval, the unconquerable Sl guris the antiquities of L\iexico It is a curious question how the e
captain, led his vanguard, and the stern hero, Pedro de Alvarado, brought up the rear. A = :ti t oqther instruments t‘han those made of copper, jade, and obsidian.
I)rlflge of wood Was carried by forty soldiers, to enable the troops to pass the ditches or canals, e C‘ut St(zlne md 05;1 that the captive or other Vi(;tim o sl s .
which must othermse_ have impeded their retreat. It is said that in choosing the night for this - C;btoml d?n;an% : If he was ViEtO"-‘OUS his life was spared, but if vanquished he was placed
march Cortez was guided by the counsels of an astrologer. Be that as it may, the first canal thelrh‘ es:ogeaa;ad?‘iks. heart taken out, and whilst yet palpitating it was offered to their god. That
was happily passed by means of (t)ll;listv:fzqs really the sacrificial stone there can be no doubt, as the Spaniards were them S
the portable bridge. The senti- made éo witness the sacrifice at one time of sixty-two of their companions who fell into the
nels who guarded that point hands of the Mexicans at the battle of the ¢ Narrow Causeway’ in Mexico, where Cortez was
were overcome ; but the noise in such imminent peril. Bernal Diaz thus describes [he o : d
of the struggle attracted the « And again the great Jdrum of Huichilobos (the idol) sounded, with many s‘;maller rums,
attention of the vigilant priests, and shells, whistles, and a kind of small trumpets, the combined sounds of which were most
who in the silence of the night sad and frichtful . and when we looked above at the lofty idol temple whence .the sounc}ils ca;r;le,
were keeping watch in the we saw thgm pushing and buffeting our companions whom they had made prisoners W :i:n : t;?;
temple. They blew the holy defeated Cort:az. as they were carrying them to be sacrificed ; and when they had arrivec a
trumpets, which called to arms '

g f some
top of this temple where their accursed idols were kept, they put plumes on epe g

and awakened the startled in-

habitants from their slumbers.

of the prisoners and made them dance 1::ef0:rehF.lLui:t:)hO;;:ob(())sl*.l (3::1; Ei(})?q, Ei:sicgn}r;%diézg ;t:;;

i ancing they laid them on their bac s . s, ¥ :
AL e R gfza}f}f 522:;:35, dand wgigth kn}ives made of flint they cut open their breasts ?nd tcr:o.l; outb ';l;z:
Sk hearts. The bodies they threw down the steps to the Ir}dlan butchers wh(v)h.wﬁre rv; itt:egbeards
A M sl ; the arms and legs and skmnf:d the faces, W }cém B
poch iy hacdtenic dressed to make gloves. These they exin?ne sgethzx;ts am.i
o ot e L And in this manner they were all sacrificed. Thgy ate tl.le srg?s ai:ereetghsr,mm s
el e blood were offered to their idols, and t.he other parts .of th(j;l cfl 1?5 i
and death, and the canal became tigers, and serpents which were kept in the menageries. thes

i The curious readers
e ’ -' Jdoval, and all our other captains.
th > : ; so choked with dead bodies that Pedro Alvarado and San S : ' 5
= re;:' guard passed over them as over a bridge. We are told that Cortez himself swam 01f1r lilent byratixe will imagine what our grief must have been, and we said amongdour.;dt\}r]e t,
mo : ; ' e | we s =
: re than once over the c:fmal. regardless of danger, cheering on his men, giving out his ord B J that they have not also cacrificed me! And let it also be consi ereh
every blow aimed in the direction of his voice yet cool and fl)ltrcpid : , giving out his orders, Oh, thanks to Go e chE
A s s ev ; H

! t a we \ Fe O r O we COUld l‘lOt TEVGHt ].t, bu.t cou 5

But, arrived at the thi
: ) third .
himself alone and surrounded by furious enemies, a canal, Alv

to receive them, who cut off
on, they dressed as skins are
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' 7 from so cruel a death. : i ; i
gainst whom it was in vai arado}' ﬁn.dmg wale . other interesting things in this museum also, among them the «“Goddes
arm to contend, fixed his lance in the bottom of th S 1n vain for his single There are many

= > :t lt- ta“(: one T 3 5 h cero S be 1nn n 1yth C t It t A {} f

7 i e, it pos-
in the different ancient languages of the country. Of ancient sculptur : P
andun B nd many smaller ones, besides a variety of busts, heads, figures

ts of music or of war, curiously engraved, and indicating the

Fm 4 LeaY, L?,tf:(: aut | O al I.(l COI[[E‘.] LpOIal )" Oi ( :OI tez Sa} 5 V & ].“dl‘a.n‘) )e]leld thlb
T . T E) that ‘lvhel-]. t}l S i 5
marv CHOUS ].f:ap and saw that thelt enem }r was Saf(_, tl‘le\f bt t} :

e dust, “ comicron tierra,” and sesses two colossal statues 2

that the childr Alv e
en of Alvarado, who was ever after known as © Alvarade of the leap,” proved in L

of animals, masks, and 1




