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FAITH.
m.._.‘...g_

2 Cor. 1L 5,

Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your
: ownselves.

T xnow not any admonition in the Scriptures which
has a stronger claim to our attention, than that
which calls upon us, to examine ourselves whether

we be in the faith.

In discoursing on this subject, it is my intention,
First, to speak of the necessity of Faith; Secondly,
to point out certain marks or tokens, by which we
may judge, whether we are in the Faith or not;
and, Thirdly, to mention some of the means of
increasing and strengthening Faith.

By Faith, 1 mean that strong belief of the truths
revealed to us in the word of God, which disposes
us to_perform what is there commanded ;—such
belief, particularly, of those doctrines which are
shortly brought together in the Apostles’ Creed.

I. The necessity of faith is self-evident; for
there can be no religion at all without faith. ¢ He
¢ that cometh to God must believe that he is, and
% that be is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
“ him.”” The purpose of religion is, to teach us

% Ifeb. xi. 6.
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2 Faith,

Eow to please God ; but, ¢ without faith it is im-

possible to please him.””® It appears that the
object ‘.‘Fhl(‘.h God had in view, when he made a
revelation of himself to the world, was the deliver-
ance of men from a state of sin, and consequently
of misery and death, .and the leading them on to
holiness of living and happiness. The attainment
of this object, was one great reason why he sent
his Son down upon earth: for he came, we are
f?hl, to “ purify unto himself a peculiar people,

zealous of good works ;" lie came to teach us
‘:‘.Pat “denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
s should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this

present world.”®  In order to be thus zealous of
good works—in order to live thus soberly, righte-
ously, and godly, the corruption of man’s nature
must be subdued, ifs bent or bias to evil must be
overcome, some of his strongest passions, and ap-
petites, and desires, must be resisted and denied.
To prevail upon him to do this, very powerful
motives are necessary; and such motives, the most
powerful and prevailing possible, are supplied by
£alth. “ Faith,” says the apostle, ‘“is the substance
: of thngS hoped for, the evidence of things not
5 seen;’e that 1s, a lively faith “gives such a
; ;eal:ty, certainty, and present being, to things

oped for and yet to come, asif they were visibly
¢ seen and actoally enjoyed.’™ . Such faith alarms
our fears on the one hand; by the threatening of

never-ending torments, and invites our hopes on

the other, by the promise of eternal happiness:
and, by the contemplation of the awful hurili)liz{tai-jr;
of the Son of God, and of his dreadful sufferings for
our sake, excites a hatred of sin, and enforces
obedience and holiness of living by the strongest

B Heb. xi/6, .o Titusii14;  @'Tifus i
€ Heb. xi. 1. fl.’»l.lr]@se:;iF . Rk
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motives to thankfulness and love. Indeed, so es-
sential is faith to genuine holiness of living. that
(as we are taught by the Scriptures, and from them
by our Church) no works, however fair they may
be in outward appearance, are really good and
acceptable to God, unless they proceed from a
principle of faith. Conduct or actions, proceeding
entirely from worldly views and motives, must not
look beyond this world for their recompense. They
have their reward, if they have it at all, here, and
here only. As they have nothing 1o do with the
motives, so they have nothing to do with the pro-
mises of religion.
But farther; the necessity of faith appears most
strongly, from the consideration, that faith is the
instrument or condition of our justification. As
sinners, (and if we say that we are not sinners, we
may be sure that we deceive onrselves, and that
the truth is not in us ;)—as sinners, 1 say, we are
tiable to God’s wrath and condemnation. - Now, if
we at all believe the word of God, we must know,
that we have no well-grounded hope of escaping
that condemnatian, excepting what we derive {rom
ihe atonement made by the death of his Son. The
benefits, however, of that atonement, (in the case
of those at least to whom the Gospel is preached,)
are extended to those only who believe in it, to
ihose only who'have fuith. Hence it 1s that jusfi-
fication is by the Scriptures, and from the Scrip-
tures by our Church, attributed to faith ; by which
word they mean, not a barren speculative assent
of the understanding, but a belief which has effect
on the heart, by producing holy dispositions and
affections; and on the conduct, by producing good
works s—fuaith, in short, which worketh by love, love
both to God and man.
Since therefore faith is so necessary ; since with-
out faith there can be no real religion; since faith
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15 50 essential to good works and holiness of living :
since without faith it is impossible to please Gad,
impossible to be justified ; the inquiry whether we
are in the faith, becomes of the very greatest im-
portance. Allow me then, my friends, to adopt the
admonition of the Apostle, and anxiously and earn-
estly toexhort you to “examine yourselves, whether
* ye be inthe faith.” There are, it is possible, in
existence some of those fools who say in their
hearts, that there is no God, and are even daring
enough to avow their mad unbelief with their lips.
There are others, who while they profess to believe
in God, yet refuse to believe in Jesus Christ whom
he hathsent.” To such men T am not now speaking.
You profess and call yourselves Christians ; and
not only Christians in general, but members of the
Church of England.  As such, you take partin the
Church-service, and join in saying the Apostles’
Creed. But allow me to ask ; may there not be
some among you, whe have never paid attention
to the several articles of which that Creed consists ?
who have never considered what they mean by the
words which they use? who, having been horn in
a Christian country, of Christian parents, take it
for granted that they are Christians as a matler of
course, without considering seriously whether they
are Christians in reality, or only in name and pro-
fession? Permit me then to ask you, do you really
believe what you say youbelieve 7 Are you really
persuaded of the truth of these leading articles of
faith; and does your helief show itself to be real,
by the effects which it produces on your hearts
and lives? These are certainly very important
questions ; but important and obvious as they are,
1 fear that there may be some, whose consciences
cannot give them an answer of peace. To what
are justly considered as the chief articles in the
Creed, 1 mean to call your attention hereafter:

Fmith. 5

but try yourselves by any one of the plainest afnd

most acknowledged doctrines of religion ; take, for

instance, the immortality of the soul, and a futuﬁe

state of rewards and punishments; do you rea J&
believe in these things ? are you really per:suaded
that after death you will come to life agam, an

exist for ever, either in happiness or in mls‘;:ryP
Certainly if you really do believe this, 1t ougdt t;)
have an influence upon every part of your con ufg 5
It might well be expected, that the thoughts o da
future state would never be long out of your bead,
The alternative, whether we shall be for eveﬁ
happy in the presence of God, or whether we sha

be for thousands and thousands: of years—t0 ALL
ETERNITY— tormented with the devil and his angels
in that sad fice which never shall be quenched, is
an alternative so awfully serious, that it should
seem impossible to be indifferent ab_out it, impossi=
ble not to think of it often, impossible not to live
with a constant view to it. But is this the case
with us ? - Are there none who are careless about
religion, who appear to be indifferent Pas to whz}xt
may become of them in another world ¢ Can we
consider such men as really believing?

Suppose, like the martyr St}gphen, you "éa'rt
heaven opened and Jesus standing at the rj% :
hand of God, and that you were allowed aclua ?i
to behold the glory and happiness of that bleisse_-:t
place, would you not wish and strive to be ac mld-
ted there ? Or suppose, on the other har_xd—s:lrcra -
ful as the supposition is-—j‘«‘et suppose;, that )ieut
actually saw the miseries of the con:i‘emned‘;lj md
you beheld that horrible place, of shich our Lor
says the fire never shall be quenched; suppose
you saw the wretched guiity_tormented‘rm_ tnag
flame, and witnessed their weeping, and watling, anc

g Mark ix. 43, &o.
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gnashing of teeth! would not the sight prevail upon *

you to leave your sins, and to try to work out your
salvation with fear and trembling ; to be religious
in good earnest? But remember, that ¢ faith is
% the evidence of things not seen,” and ought to
have the same effect upon us. A man who really
believes in heaven and hell, will naturally wish and
try—try in good earnest—to obfain the one, and
avoid the other.

All the concerns of common life are carried on
by a sort of faith. Why does the merchant leave
the wife of his bosom, and the endearments of his
children, and the comforts of his home, and en-
counter hardships and danger in distant lands?
Because he belicves that his adventure will be for
his advantage, and will increase his wealth and the
means of future enjoyment. Why does the farmer
rise early, and late take rest, and eat the bread of
carefulness, and spend large sums of money in
tilling and preparing the ground? Because he
believes that a harvest will come, which will repay
all that he has laid out with increase. Why does
the labourer bear the burden and heat of the day,
and spend his strength in the cultivation of another
man’s field? Because he believes that at the week’s
end he shall receive his'wages. If we really believe
in a future state, cughtinot our belief to have a
like effect upon us? If we really believe in the
kingdom of heaven, shall we not regard it as a pearl
of great price, which well deserves that we should,
if it is necessary, part with every thing in order to
obtain it72 If we really believe that he, who in
rood earnest worketh the work of God, who tries
zealously, in reliance on God’s grace, to lead a
_holy life, shall gather fruit unto life eternal; will
aot such belief induce us to lahour as steadily and

b Afatt. xi, 46,
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carncstly a¢ least as those who work for earthly
wages? If instead of regarding the care of the
soul as the one thing needful, we attepd to it ‘but
little, or not at all ; if, instead of seeking the king-
dom of God and his righteousness in the first place,!
we seek the good things of this world, or the grati-
fication of our own lusts, or appetites, or fancies,
before and more than the kingdom of heaven;
surely we show that our profession of faith is a
mere pretence, or that, at the best, our faith is
miserably weak. :

Perhaps this part of the subject may be placed
in a stronger point of view, if we are somewhat
more particular, and shortly reflect upon some of
the peculiar properties or offices of faith. One of

" its properties is, that it enables us to overcome the

world; ¢ this is the victory that overcometh the
« world, even our faith.”= Now consider seriously,
have you, my friends, overcome the world, or daes
the world overcome you? You renounced the

omps and vanity of the world at your baptism.
If, notwithstanding this renunciation, you so far
attend to these pomps and vanities as to neglect
any of the duties of religion; or if you are so far
careful and troubled about the business of the
world, or the work of your calling, as to neglect the
care of your souls, you arc wantiog In faith. So
again you show a cowardly want of faith, if the
fear of being laughed at by the world, the fear of
being called righteous overmuch deters you from
what you know to be your duty. Or do you say,
{hat you wish to be religious, but that the tempta-
tions which you meet with are too strong for you
to resist 7 Recollect, that if you take  the shield
« of faith,”? you will be able with it—®to quench
46 ]l the fiery darts of the wicked,” to overcome

i Matt. vi. 33 k1 John v. 4.
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al i
7 ]thtiizstiﬁpgi?s?gf of the devil;! and *that all
dex%giain, i ifoo him that believeth.??
anfi gg;(;(gﬁ?re to God, if you are wanting in love
s 0 man, if you nourish in your bosoms
2 gs of envy, hatred, or malice your faith
12%%?“ and weak. :
dis{*oul‘s;t’aas 1 r(ian}ariced near the beginning of this
£ p‘mp(’zr O%c_so _llfe, general holiness of living, is
R Spring of real faith. St. Peter bids
o our faith, virtue. = St. Paul charges
v work:ive Sbelieved to be careful to matutain
L t. James exhorts us to show our
L Y ouar nmjks," and assures us that * faiil
V'Y?i“m'tt works is dead.””» Ifwe are devoid D}
‘;;;'itz, tl)flw?} are not careful to maintain good
o ‘;V, : cfa a good ilfe, we may be sure, either
ot we hiave no real faith, or that our faith, if it
exist at all, is weak and nigh unto death S
Take heed, my brethren, I cannot (op earnestly

?;xl[):t;ritjand beseech you, to “take heed,—lest there
B any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in

“ departing from the livine God.*q
;gnn&ng “ yourselves whether )(ia be in]f:tlzuept?anitfzx’-’
u find reason to fear that :

ieoalsét; your fait}f li)s sadly wezlzuair; (?;f%ci?viahaiinsaé
10t a moment, 1 beg you, in seeki G
?vhrchl 1S 50 essentialéig }?(;ur S;slﬁﬁ}gﬂfo Ei?{::‘ 'Lbat'j
in reliance upon God’s help, to remove or s ‘i;(ém’
whatever within you is likely to prevent the Jtl' 'ule
of faith, Unbelief is generally the fault gfowl“
heayt, rather than of the head. Men often 0* o
:o{eheve, because they willnot. < Ye will no;;)nOt
y gnto”n_ne,” said our Saviour,  that ye might h e
“life”™ men sometimes love darkness ratigxer tﬁ;g

IEphes.vi. 16, mGal. v.8 S e :
®James iL 20, q H;b.‘i,i‘i. . o Tit. iigﬁin Y,oq.games ii, 18

tketh by love,” If you are '
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light, because their deeds are evil; ¢ forevery one
¢ that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh
¢ to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.”s
Men sometimes refuse to believe, or, at least, to
pay attention to the main doctrines of religion,
because they know, that those doctrines reprove
their present course of life, and would make them

“ uneasy if they continued to give way to their lusts

and appetites. In short, they are against religion,
because religion is against them.

Above all, strive to root out from your heart all
pride and vanity. Pride is the greatest hindrance
possible to faith, One-of the characteristics of
pride is, that it exalts itself against God, and pre-
vents men from submitting to the humbling doc-
trines of the Gospel. Vanity, and an excessive
love of the praise of men, has a like teridency
« How can ye believe,” says our Lord, ‘ which
« yeceive honour one of another, and seek not the
i honour that cometh from God only #*

Having, by divine aid, removed these and other
obstacles to the growth of faith, you must make
constant use of the appointed means for its cultiva-
tion and increase. One of the chief of these is
attention to the hely Scriptures. ¢ Faith come(h
¢ by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”®
The Scriptures contain all that we are of necessity
required to believe. Be diligent therefore insearch-
ing the Seriptures, in attending to the word of God,
whether read or preached, and make it the guide
and rule both of your faith and practice.

Partaking of the Lord’s Supper is another effica-
cious mean of increasing and strengthening faith; -
to which we ought constantly to have recourse.

Faith is the gift of God, and one of the distin-
guishing graces of the Holy Spirit. From him we

s John iii. 19, 20. t John ¥, 44 U Rom. &, 17.
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should seek it in fervent and persevering prayer;

fervent and persevering, as proceeding from a heart
whlch_knaws that it is undone, if if obtains not
what it asks. We shonld say with the afflicted
father in St. Mark, “ Lord, | believe; help thou

Apostles, Lord,

* mine unbelief:”’= or with the
“ mcrease our faith,?

Being thus, by the aid of the Spirit of God,
grounded and established in the faith; and showing
our faith to be real and active, by the effects which
it produces upon our temper and conduct: we
shall at length, through the merits and death of
thst, receive “the end of onr faith, even the
“ salvation of our souls;”’= shall be admitted into
that abode of blessedness, where faith shall be

terminated in sight, and hope in never-ending en-
Joyment.

% Mark ix, 24. Y Lukexvii, 5, = I Pet.i. 8.

SERMON II.

:.-.‘_.—-—-
BELIEF IN GOD THE FATHER.

———

Trrus 1. 16.

‘They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him.

H ivine discoursed to you upon the necessity of
faith in general, and upon some of its properties,
some of the marks by which we may be enabled to
judge, whether it exists in us in reality or only in
pretence ; I now wish to direct your attention more
particularly to the great article of faith, Berier v
Gop ; and to the practical effects, which such belief
ought to produce on our conduct,

~ Belief in God is the first principle, the founda-
tion of all religion. ¢ He that cometh to God must
“ believe that he is.”’ ;

Whether the idea of a God is implanted in the
mind of man by his Creator; or whether, as is
more probable, it has been banded down from the
first parents of the human race, and by them com-
municated to all their-descendants—there is hardly
any nation upon the face of the earth, which has
not some notion of a Supreme Being, to whom
prayer and praise are to be addressed. Where the
idea has once been entertained, it gains support
among all men of thought and reflection; from the

a Heb. xi. 6.




