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thank you,” he said. “How can I re-
pay you for being so good to me?”

9. Good! They were ashamed, and
would have said so, but Francis slipped
quietly back into his old place. They
did not laugh at him now, nor r_-(_:'n]_'u:l
they, for not one could read as well as
he; and his mother said he had the
kindest of school-mates, and never tired
of telling how good they were when
her boy was sick.

10. It had been a short trial for the
boy, but it was a long triumph. As a
child, he lived with the holy Child as
an unseen companion; as a man, he
served Him as a priest at the altar.
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