FirreeEN DECISIVE BATTLES

Or tHE WORLD.

CHAPTER L
o THE BATTLE OF MARATHON.

Quibus actus uterque
Europ® atque Asiz fatis concurrerit orbis.

Two THOUSAND three hundred and forty years ago, a council of
Athenian officers was summoned on the slope of one of the moun-
tains that look over the plain of Marathon, on the eastern coast of
Attica. The immediate subject of their meeting was to consider
whether they should give battle to an enemy that lay encamped
on the shore beneath them; but on the result of their deliberations
depended, not merely the fate of two armies, but the whole future
progress of human civilization, ;

There were eleven members of that council of war. Ten were
the generals who were then annually elected at Athens, one for
each of the local tribes into which the Athenians were divided.
Each general led the men of his own tribe, and each was invested
with equal military authority. But one of the archons was also
associated with them in the general command of the army. This
magistrate was termed the polemarch .or War-ruler; he had the
privilege of leading the right wing of the army in battle, and his
vote in a council of war was equal to that of any of the generals. A
noble Athenian named Callimachus was the War-ruler of this year;
and as such, stood listening to the earnest discussion of the ten
generals. They had, indeed, deep matter for anxiety, though litile
aware how momentous to mankind were the votes they were about
to give, or how the generations fo come would read with interest
the record of their discussions. They saw before them the invad-
ing forces of a mighty empire, which had in the last fifty years
shattered and enslaved nearly all the kingdoms and principalitics
of the then known world. They knew that all the resources of
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their own eonniry were comprised in the little army fntmstgd fo
their guidance. They saw before them a chosen host of the (Jl‘elf.t
King, sent to wreak his special wrath on thet eountry, and on the
other insolent little Greek community, which had dared to aid his
rebels and burn the capital of one of his provinces. That victo-
rious host had already fulfilled halfits mission of vengeance. Eretria,
the confederate of Athens in the bold march against Serdis nino
years before, had fallen in the last few days, and the Athenian
enerals could discern from the heights the island of Agilia, in
which the Persians had deposited their Eretrian prisoners, whom
they had reserved to be led away captives into Upper Asia, there to
hear their doom from the lips of King Darius himself. Moreover,
the men of Athens know that in the camp before them was their
own banished tyrant, who was secking to be reinstated by foreign
cimeters in despotic sway over any rempant of his counirymen
that might survive the sack of their town, and might be left behind
as too worthless for leading away into Median bondage. :
The numerical disparity between the force which the Athenian
commandess had under them, and that which they were cu_llefl o1
40 encounter, was hopelessly apparent to some o the conneil. The
historians who wrote nearest to the time of the baltle do noS
pretend to give any detailed statements of the numbers engaged,
but there are sufficient data for our making & general estimate.
Every free Greek was treined to military daty; end, from the in-
cessant border wars between the different states, fow Greeks reached
the age of manheod without having seen some SErvice. But the
muster-roll of free Athenian eitizens of an age fit for military Eluty
never exceeded thirty thousand, and ab this epoch probably did nob
amount to two-thirds of that number. Moreover, the poorer por-
tion of these were unprovided with the equipments, and untrained
to the operations of the regulax infantry. Some detachments of the
best-armed troops would be required to garrison the city itself and
man the various fortified posts in the territory; so that it is Impos-
sible to reckon the fully equipped force that marched from Athens
to Marathon when the news of the Persian landing arrived, at high-
er than ten thousand men.* o]
With one exception, the other Greeks held back from aidirg
them. Sparta had promised assistance, but the Persians had land-
ed on the sixth day of the moon, and a religious seruple delayed
the march of Spartan troops 4ill the moon should have reached its

s The historfans, who lived long after the time of the battle, such as Jus-
tin, Plutarch, axd others. give ten theousand as the number of the Athenian
army. Not much reliance could be placed on their authority, if unsupported
by other evidence ; but a calcu ion made for the number of the Athenia:
free population remarkably confirms it. For the data of this, seo Boeckh's

£ & Economy of Athens,” vol. i, p. 45. Eome Merorror probably
served as Hoplites at Marathon, but the number of resident aliens ab Athens
cannol, have ‘Jbeen large at this period.
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fall, From one guerter only, and that froma most unexpected
one, did Athens receive aid at the moment of her great peril.

Some years before this time the little state of Flatza in Beeotia,
being hard pressed by her powerful neighbor, Thebes, had asked
the protection of Athens, and had owed to an Athenian army the
resciue of her independence, Now when it was noised over Greecs
that the Mede had come from the uttermost paris of the earth to
destroy Athens, the brave Platmans, unsolicited, marched with
their whole force to assist the defense, and to share the fortunes of
their benefuctors. The general levy of the Platwans only amouni-
d to & thousand men; and this little column, marching from their
city along the sonthern ridge of Mount Citheeron, antl thence across
the Attic territory, joined the Athenian forces above Marathon al-
most immediately before the battle. The re-enforcement was num-
erically small, but the gallant spirit of the men who composed it
st have madoe it of ten-fold value to the Athenians; and its pres-
ence must have gone far to dispel the cheerless feeling of being
deserted and friendless, which the delay of the Spartan succors wus
caleulated to create among the Ashenian ranks.”

This generous daring of their weak but true-hearted clly was
never forgotten at Athens. 'The Plateans were made the eivil i
low-countrymen of the Athenians, except the right of exereising
certain political functions; and from that time forth, in the solemn
sacrifices at Athens, the public prayers were offered up for a joint
blessing from Heaven upon the Athenians, and the Plateans also.

After the junction of the column from Platza, the Athenian com-
manders must have had under them about eleven thousand fully-
armed and disciplined infantry, and probably a larger number cf
irregular light-armed troops; as, hesides the poorer citizens who
went to the field armed with javelins, cutlasses, and fargets, each
regular heavy-armed soldier was attended in the camp by one or
more slaves, Who were armed like the inferior freemen. f Cavalry
or archers the Athenians (on this oceasion) bad none; and the use
in the field of military engines was not at that period introduced
into ancient warfare.

* My, Grote observes (vol. iv., p. 464) that “this velunteer march of the
whole Platean force to Marathon is one of the most affecting incidents ofail
Grecian history.” In truth, the whole career of Platea, and the friendship,
strong, even unto death, between her and Athens, form one of the most ax-
fecting episodes in the history of antiquity. In the Peloponnesian war tho
Tlateeans again were true to the Athenians against all riske, and all calculi-
tion of seli-interest; and the destruction of Plateea was the consgquence.
There are few nobler passages in the classics than the speech in which tho
Plateean prisoners of war, after the memorable siega of their city, justily
hefore thelr Spartan executioners their loval adherence to Athens, See
Thaeydides, 1ib. iil , secs. 53-60.

+ At the battle of Platea, eleven years after Marathon, each of the eight
thousand Athenian regular infantry who served them Was attended by a
light-armed slave.~iierod., Lib. viil., C. 96, 29
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Contrasted with their own scanty forces; the Greek commanders
saw stretched before them, along the shores of the winding bay,
the tents and shipping of the varied naticns who marched to do
the bidding of the king of the Eastern world. The difficulty of
finding transports and of securing provisions would form the only
limit to the numbers of a Persian army. Nor is there any reason
to suppose the estimate of Justin ezaggerated, who rates at a hun-
dred thousand the foree which on this occasion had sailed, under
the satraps Datis and Artaphernes, from the Cilician shores against
the devoted coasts of Eubeea and Attica. And after largely deduct-
ing from this total, so es to allow for mere mariners and camp fol-
lowers, there niust still have remained fearful odds against the
national levies of the Athenians. Nor could Greek generals then
feel that confidence in the superior quality of their troops, which
ever since the battle of Marathon has animated Europeans in con-
fliots with Asiatics; as, for instance, in the after struggles between
Greece and Persia, or when the Roman legions encountered the
myriads of Mithradates and Tigranes, or as is the case in the In-
dian campaigns of our own regiments. On the contrary, up to the
day of Marathon the Medes and Persians were reputed invineible.
They had more than once met Greek troops in Asie Minor, in
Cyprus, in Egypt, and had invariably beaten them. Nothing can
be stronger than the expressions used by the early Greek writers
respecting the terror which the name of the Medes inspired, and
the prostration of men's spirits before the apparently resistless
career of the Persian arms.™ It is, therefore, little to be wondered
at, that five of the ten Athenian generals shrank from the prospeect
of fighting a pitched battle against an enemy g0 superior in num-
bers and so formidable in military renown. 'Their own position
on the heights was strong, and offered great advantages to a small
defending force against assailing masses. They deemed it mere
foolhardiness to descend into the plain to be trampled down by
the Asiatic horse, overwhelmed with the archery, or cut o pieces
by the invincible veterans of Cambyses and Cyrus. Moreover,
Sparte, the great war-state of Greece, had been applied fo, and had
promised succor to Athens, though the religious observance which
the Dorians paid to certain times and seasons had for the present
delayed their march. Was it not wise, at any rate, to wait till the
Spartans came up, and to have the help of the best troopsin Greece,
before they exposed themselves to the shock of the dreaded Medes?

#* ADyvator mpdTor dvéoyovro tebyra re Mydunijv opeerr-
Tes, Hai TOUS Avdpas ravrny édliguevous TE@S 08 yv TOI0L
*EAdz61 3l T6 ot 3y Mo j805 dnovGar.—HzRO-
EAn61 xai 1o ovvopa tav Mydewv @osos axovsar. E
potus Lib. vi., c. 112, x

Ai 8¢ yvduar dedoviduevar drdvriey ariperey niay
ofiTw woAAR Hai pey XAa nal pdypa yévguaradedovlousvy
nr n Hep6wr ¢pyn.—FPLaro; Mencuenus.
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Specious as these reasons might appear, tho other five generals
were for speedier and bolder operations. And, fortunately for
Athens and for the world, one of them was a man, not only of the
highest military genius, but also of that enorgetic character, which
inipresses its own type and ideas upon spirits feebler in conception.

Miltindes was the head of one of the noblest houses at Athens; he
yanked the Aacids among his ancestry, and the blood of Achilles
flowed in the veins of the hero of Marathon. One of his immedi-
ate ancestors had acquired the dominion of the Thracian Cher—
sonese, and thus the family became at the same time Athenian citi-
zens and Thracian princes. This occurred at the time when Pisis-
tratus was tyrant of Athens, Two of the relatives of Miltiades—
an uncle of the same name, and a brother named Stesagoras—had
ruled the Chersonese before Miltiades became its prince, He had
been brought up at Athens in the house of his father, Cimon,* who
was renowned throughout Greece for his victories in the Olympic
chariot-races, and who must have been possessed of greab wealth,
The sons of Pisistratus, who succeeded their father in the tyranny
ab Athens, caused Cimon to be assassinated;t but they treated the
young Miltiades with favor and kindness, and when his brother
Stesagoras died in the Chersonese, they sent him out there as lord
of the principality. This was about twenty-eight years before the
battle of Marathon, and 1t is with his arrival in the Chersonese
that our first knowledge of the career and character of Miltiades
commences. We find, in the first act recorded of him, the proof
of the same resolute and unscrupulous spirit that marked bis
mature age. His brother’s authority in the principality had been
shaken by war and revolt; Miltiades determined to rule more
securely. = On his arrival he kept close within his house, as if he
was mourning for his brother. The prineipal men of the Cher-
sonese, hearing of this, assembled from all the towns and districts,
and went together to the house of Miltiades, on a visit of condo-
lence. As soon as hehad thus got them in his power, ke made
them all prisoners. He then asserted and mainfained his own
absolute authority in the peninsuls, taking into his pay a body of
five hundred regular troops, and sirengthening his interest by
marrying the daughter of the king of the neighboring Thracians.

When the Persian power was extended to the Hellespon$ and
its neighborhood, Miltiades, as prince of the Chersonese, submit—
ted to King Darius; and ke was one of the numerous tributary
rulers who led their contingents of men to serve in the Persian
camp, in the expedition against Seythia. Miltiades and the vassal
Greeks of Asia Minor were left by the Persian king in charge of
the bridge across the Danube, when the invading army crossed
that river, and plunged into the wilds of the country that now is
Russis, in vain pursuit of the ancestors of the modern Cossacks.

= Horedotus, b, V1., ¢. 108, +1h.
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On learning the reverses th i i
: g thy at Dariug met with in the Seythisn
g‘;igfcrxtlgzs, l?géggdss proposlec} to his companions that they gntozﬁd
; e down, and leave the Persian kin d hisar
to perish by famine and the Scvthi il ot
pe1 ni; Seythian arrows. The rul
ﬁ;;gnﬂ ire:ek hcxties, whom Miltiades addressed, shra;ukiiirzftgli:
Ietul‘ﬂe‘[i . rﬁ; f;g;s St_’lgc-ﬁe‘t agmrist the Persian power, and Darius
: ; 1t was known what advice Miltiades had
given, and the vengeance of Darius w ey
1 t as thenceforth ially
gxﬁgtetdhqgalnst_ the man who had counseled such a deaE:i];;Cb?rlnlx:;
gainsh his empire and his person. The oceupation of the Persian

arms in other quarters léft Miltindes for some years after this -

ln possession of the Chersonese ; but it was precariousand ini
;Jlilspteg.sitii(;{g, however, availed himself of thé] op]mrinmit}fl :\{lﬂ'?;h
courﬁr ion g?vitﬁzm of conciliating the good-will of his fellow-
Athenizn 2 ti Athens, by conquering and placing under the
4 L uthority the islands of Lemnos and Imbros, to which
ens had ancient claims, but which she had pever I;reviousl}'

been able to bring into com jecti
plete subjection. At length, in

:i' aacas ti?tcgﬁnplet—e suppression of the Tonian revolt by the %’S;i’-
Hlaned ! iu- armies and fleets at liberty to act against the
Smem es o é: e Great King to the west of the Hellespont. A
L g i;&lﬁla Eon of Phenician galleys was sent againstthe Cherso-
e ades knew that resistance was hopeless; and while the

c1ans were at Tenedos, he loaded five galleys with all the

treasure that he could collect, an i
> con llect, and sailed away for Ath
DPfhtingmﬁ.ns fell in with him, and chased him hgrdralotnge?}i.e nnTrktlg
o ge:i?. . One of his galleys, on board of which was his
the'othseini"ou :t;?li%;]:azv;s_actua}}]}_{u;:aptured. But Miltiades, with
t ; ) in reac ¢ the friendly t of T Y
in safety. Thence he afterward : oo e
¥ { W Proceeded to Af
Su%l]:?d .Jilti station asa fr‘ee citizen of the At.henign ﬁ;ﬁbiﬁgﬂiﬁ-
oL b s e e tessnilyy axpellod Mlippis
as, I their: ty L i
:]};e full glow of their newly-recovered }igcﬁztind fgﬁiﬁ?e@ 11;.
PueiJ gi%i;m;g;iﬂ?atlh eh?ngés of (leisthenes had inflamed thi{raie;-
othe utmost. Miltiades had i
and these, availing themselves of e g
2B IDeet, jayaLin selves the state of popula: ing,
E,hUmZO 1: :;:1 L% };:z;lhi;c;; e}.ug'élfe 1:for having beezll} %]lr:rl:t ff; h?l;gé
e harge did not necess; 1
%r&’e‘lfy r01 wrong to individuals : it was fog;%eiir%iori sm}ayciﬁadf 01:.
! ;1 a;d“ gs based on the horror with whichthe Greeks Ef th:t o
felglow-?n egvelgl dmige:z}lb% dmzizde himself arbitrary master of ?aglz
, and 3 rresponsible: domini
g?xfifflt of Miltiades hav'mg s0 ruled in the %Bﬁgégie;): e;qtshem.
judg;n efzt 1::1;:; ;?ehgigst;&::dwhich the Athenians assembﬁ.eduﬁ
oD shate S i ;:23 v;lether Miltindes,: although

yT : d unishme [ i
citizen. The eminent service that he had do,a."x:;:l ilf‘: s%tﬁte.&ﬁe?o?
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nering Lemnog and ITmbros for it, pleaded strongly in his favor.
The people refused to conviet him. He stood high in public opin-
jon. And when the coming invasion of the Persians was known,
the people wisaly elected him one of their generals for the year.
Two ofher aen of high eminence in history, though their re-
nown was achieved at a later period than that of Miltiades, were
also among the ten Athenian generals, af Marathon. One was
Themistocles, the future founder of the Athenian navy, and the
destined victor of Salamis. The other was Aristides, who after-
ward led the Athenian troops at Platza, and whose integrity and
just popularity acquired for his country, when the Persians had
finally been repulsed, the advantageous pre-eminence of being
acknowledged by half of the Greeks as their imperial leader and
protector. It is not recorded what part either Themistocles or
Aristides took in the debate of the counsel of war at Marathon.
But, from the character of Themistocles, his boldness, and his
intuitive genius for extemporizing the best measures in every
emergency® (a quality which the greatest of historians aseribes to
him beyond all his contemporaries), we may well believe that
the vote of Themistocles was for prompt and decisive action.
On the vote of Aristides it may be more difficult to speculate.
His predilection for the Spartans may have made him wish to

* wait till they came up ; but though ecircumspeet, he was neither

timid as a soldier nor as a politician, and the bold advice of Mil-
tiades may probably have found in Aristides a willing, most as-
suredly it found in him a candid, hearer.

Miltiades felt no hesitation ag to the course which the Athenian
army ought to pursue; and earnestly did he press his opinion on
his brother-generals. ~ Practically acquainted with the organization
of the Persian armies, Miltiades' felt convinced of the superiority
of the Greek troops, if properly handled; he saw with the military
eye of a great general the advantage which the position of the forces
gave him for asudden attack, and as a profound politician he felt
the perils of remaining inactive, and of giving treachery time to
ruin the Athenian cause.

One officer in the council of war had not yet voted. This was
Callimachus, the War-ruler. The votes of the generals were five
and five, so that the voice of Callimachus would be decisive.

On that vote, in all human probability, the destiny of all the"
nations of the world depended. Miltiades turned to him, and in
simple soldierly eloquenoe, the substance of which we may read
faithfully reported in Herodotus, who had conversed with the vet-

* Gep the character of Themistocles in the 138th section of the first
book of Thueydides, especially the last sentence. Kai 1o tvumar
sinéty guUoews piv Svvdper pelérns 63 paxVTRTL HPETI-
6ros é7 ovros avrogysdralety & déovTa Eyévsero.

% )




18 DECISIVE BATTES,

erans of Marathon, the great Athenian thus adjured his country-
men to vote for giving battle.

“It now rests with you, Callimachus, either to enslave Athens
or, by assuring her freedom, to win yourself an immortality oi'
fams, such as not even Harmodius and Aristogeiton haye acquired;
for never, since the Athenians were & people, were they in such
dangeras they are in at this moment. If they bow the knee to
these Medes, they are to be given up to Hippias, and you know
what they then will have to suffer. Butif Athens comes victo-
rious out of this contest, she has it in her to become the fitst city
of Greece. Your voteis to decide whether we are to join battle or
not. Ifwédonot bring on a battle presently, some factious in-
trigue will disunite the Athenians, and the city will be betrayed
to the Medes. Butif we fight, before there is anything rotten iu
t]ie state of Athens, I believe that; provided the gdds will give fair
gﬁ :gt.%ﬁd nofavor, we are able to get the best of if in an engage-

'The voteof the brave ‘War-ruler was gained; the counci =
mined to give battle; and such was thegaseendeney ar:lc{l gtlk%‘ig.
edged military eminence of Miltiades, that his brother generals
ono'and all gave up their days of command to him, and cheerfull
acted pnder_h_ls orders. Fearful, however, of ereatingany jealous ’y
and of sofailing to obtain the vigorous eo-opel’abion%f all parts gi,i
his s(;nall a-llanly, Miltiades waited till the day when the chief com-
mand would hiave come round to him 1 g i
1edT ]!;lhe troops against the enemy. weclenaa e

¢ inaction of the Asiatic commanders during this i
appears strango at first sight; but Hippias was vg?ith th;?;ez;ac%
they and he were aware of their chance of & bloodless conéuest
through the machinations of his parfisans among the Athenians,
(;Tfh;;?g nature qé' the grmlln% a£50 explains in many points the tac{:jcé

e oppogsite generals before the batile Y Tati
of the troops dugring the engagem entfil o m ae alene

The plain of Mazrathon, which is about twenty-two miles distant
from Athens, lies along the bay of the same name on the north-

* Herodotus, lib. vi., sec. 109. The 116th sec

5 5 BeCc. i ction Is to m; J :

proor' that Herodotus imd personally conversed with 1~;][:uigel1.153.r gggdoic ]'?gala
Egﬁ%ﬁ' ?fefgé?t}fgﬁim l;ane Lsﬂﬂ:»stance of the speech of Miliades would

2 ¢ Known by the report of som i league: '

speeciies \'.;111_ch aneient histerians place in tnemc?u%fls}gf kf&?ﬁ%esén ;illge'
.a;:;e gepel:ady inventions of their own; but part of this speeéh (;I N%-ilt'e Clu&
bears internal eyidence of authenticity, Suchis the case With the cEmare
able expression yv 6& Evu A wpey Tpiv T1 nad Galpoy ’Avﬁrfmnﬂa;;
xiere;érapowt Eyyevesial, Sedv rd 10a veudyT®v, 010t Te
& g.s:si/ ?I’E[")I:V&’VEGG at Tz Gup /30l This daring and almost frreverent
casseonqu. ontv\ o?ld never have been coined by Herodotus, but it is precisely
o0 aDB.E!j,II. with what we know of the character of Miltiades; and it is an
Tpreszion which. 11 used by him, wowid be sure to be rezﬁem‘oere(faana

repsated by Ris hegrers -
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eastern coast of Attica. The plain is nearly in the form of a cres-
cent, and about six miles in length. Tbis about two miles broad
in the center, whére the space between the mountains and the gea
is greatest, but it narrows toward either extremity, the mounteins
coming elose down to the water at the horns of the bay. There is
a valley trending inward from the middle of the plain, and a ravine
comes down to it to the southward. Elsewhere it is closely girt
round on the land side by rugged limestone mountaing, which are
thickly studded with pines, olive-trees, and cedars, and overgrown
with themyrtle, arbutus, and the other low odoriferous shrubs that
everywhere perfume the Attic air. The level of the groundisnow
varied by the mound raised over those who fell in the battle, but it
was an unbroken plain when the Persians encamped onit. There
ave marshes ab each end, which are dry in spring and summer, and
then offer no obstruciion to the horseman, but are commonly
Aooded with rain and so rendered impracticable for cavalry in the
autumn, the time of year at which the action took place.

The Greeks, lying encamped on the mountains, could watch
every movement of the Persians on the plain below, while they
were enabled completely to mask their own. Miltiades also had
from his position, the yower of giving battle whenever he pleased,
or of delaying it at this discretion, unless Datis were fo attempt
the perilous operation of storming the heights.

if we turn to the map of the Old World, to test the comparative
territorial resources of the iwo states whose armies were now
about to come into conflict, the immense preponderance of the
material power of the Persian king over that of the Athenian re-
public is more striking then any similar contrast which history
can supply. It has been fruly remarked, that, in estimating
mere arcas, Aftica, containing on its whole surface only seven
hundred square miles, shrinks into insignificance, if compered
with many a baronial fief of the Middle Ages, or many a colonial
allotment of modern times. Its antagonist, the Persian Empire,
comprised the whole of modern Asiatic and much of modern En-
ropean Turkey, the modern kingdom of Persia, and the countries
of modern Georgia, Armenia, Balkh, the Punjaub, Afghanistan,
Beloochistan, Egypt, and Tripoli.

Nor could a Toropean, in the beginning of the fifth century be-
fore our era, look upon this huge accumulation of power beneath
the scepter of a single Asiatic ruler with the indifference with,
which we now observe on the map the extensive dominions of
modern Oriental sovereigns; for, as has been already remarked,
before Marathon was fought, the prestige of success and of sup-
posed superiority of race was on the side of the Asiatic against
the European. Asia was the original seat of human societies, and
long before any trace can be found of the inhabitants of the rest
of the world having emerged from the rudest barbarism, we can
perceive that mighty and brilliant empires flourished in the Asi-
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atic corntinent, They appear before us throngh ili
. ner €] i b gh the twilight of
primeval history, dim and indisti jesti
!ikla mountains in the early (?a%‘%;t_mct, R oieloge bl
Instead, however, of the infinite variety and restles
which Las characterized the institutions and fortuness o?bEsu‘:'];;ggg
states ever since the commencement of the civilization of our con-
tinent, 2 monotonous uniformity pervades the histories of nearly
all 01‘39!11&1 ex}lplres, from the most ancient down to the most re-
cent times. They are characterized by the rapidity of their early
conquests, by the immense extent of the dominions comprised 1;1
them, by the establishment of a satrap or pashaw system of gov-
E:;mng‘t-he provinges, by an invariable and speedy degeneracy in
e princes of the royal house, the effeminate nurslings of the
seraglio succeeding to the warrior sovereigns, reared in the camp
and by the interpal anarchy and insurrections which indicate and
?cge_lemte the decline and fall of these unwieldy and ill-organized
ﬂi" rics of power. It is also a striking fact that the governments
of all the great Asiatic empires have in all ages been absolute des-
potlin;a.t And Heeren is right in connecting this with another
lg_lg_:a : act, which is important from its influence both on the po-
]:alt(izgn:n(};he sogm_l life of Asiatics.. “Among all the considerable
e r?). Jtle]ge'; sw.l. the paternal government of every household
Jencor pted by polygamy: where that custom exists, a good pe-
d;;zzséon?tltutlon is impossible. Fathers, being converted into
B e e
IS 1 h ¢ 8 rom their family an -
E]‘ ents in their domestic economy.” Weshould bear ?n mfm?esﬁi];
the inseparable connection between the state religicn and all leg-
1;1;?:;1 ;v};atph has ai?ra}}s prevailed in the East and the cc;n.ém%t
3 ¢ a powerful sacerdotal body, exer ising s k
t-hough‘ precarious and irregular, over t{le thr;;s;l;&:}?mi:iq fi(:f;’r
it all eivil adn{lmstratiqn, claiming the supreme confﬂ}i (gi ﬂhdluufg
};%1;,8 stergo;;_yp;lqg the lines in which literature and science must
mene and limiting the extent to which it shall be lawful for th
ué‘nati Jtnhmd to prosecute its inquiries. b
i Wi ese general characteristics rightly felt and un
g; S%ﬁiiﬁ ni) :gﬁg;sra;gglggz? tlask tfo{i)inv'esﬁgnte ancj"iL aii?etfiﬁfé
al, as x::ell'af; ofothe i’ersian moxllgr?:sino i i
Ehuls better enabled to appreciate thg rﬁgfﬁ;c;%;éh %?Se;hrff a
tU tge arms of the East, and to indge of the probable conséru(«‘ﬁ(? 5
to human civilization, if the Persians had succeeded i ib"'lt; :
m'gl Europe_ unde; their yoke, as they had already Bub'uf,nt cﬁ;lg_
falr;:;.]st }E‘ortmns of the rest of the then known world P
o \?anr-rele}hsé!l fl;)%l their geographical position, formed the nat-
= g 1ard of European liberty against Persian ambition; and
hey pre-eminently displayed the salient points of distineti 4
tional character which have rendered European civilizatigr;:;??;;
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superior to Asiatie, 'The nations that dwelt in ancient times
around and near the northern shores of the Mediterranean SLJ;EE,
were the first in our continent to receive from the Last, the rudi-
ments of art and literature, and the germs of social and 11011_?;1{_".:11
organirations, Of these nations the Greeks, through their yiemn-
ity to Asia Minor, Phenicia, gnd Egypt, were among the very
foremost in sequiring the principles and habits of civilized life;
and they also at once imparted a new and wholly original stamp
on all which they received. Thus, in their religion, they received
from foreign settlers the names of all their deities and many of

- their rites, but they discarded the loathsome monstrosities of the

Nile, the Orantes, and the (Granges; they nationalized their creed;
and their own poets ereated their beautiful my thology. No sneer-
dotal caste ever existed in Greece. 8o, in their goyernments,
they lived long under hereditary kings, but never endurel the
permanent establishment of absolute monarchy. Thar eatly
kings were constitutional rulers. governing with defined prevoga-
fives.* And long before the Persian invasion, the kingly form of
government had given way in almost all the Greek statesto re-
publican institutions, presenting infinite varieties of the blending
or the alternate predominance of the oligarchical and demoeratical
principles. In liferature and science the Greek intellect followed
no heaten track, and acknowledged no limitary rules, The Greeks
thought their subjects boldly out; and the novelty of a specula-
tion invested it in their minds with interest, and not with crimi-
nality. Versatile, restless, enterprising, and self-confident, the
Greeks presented the most striking contrast to the hebitual quic-
tnde and submissiveness of the Orientals; and, of all the Greeks,
the Athenians exhibited fhese mnational characteristics in the
strongest degree. This spirit of activity and daring, joined to o
generous sympathy for the fate of their fellow-Greeks in Asia, had
led them to join in the last Tonian war; and now mingling with
their abhorrence of the usurping family of their own citizens,
which for a period had foreibly seized on and exercised despotic
power at Athens, nerved them to defy the wrath of King Dazius,
and to refuse to receive back at his bidding the tyrantwhom they
had some years before diiven out. 5
'The enterprise and genius of an Tnglishman have lately con-
firmed by fresh evidence, and invested with fresh interest, the
might of the Persian monarch who sent his troops to combat ab
Marathon, Inscriptions in a character termed the Arrow-headed
or Cuneiform, had long been known to exist on the marble mon-
uments at Persepolis, near the site of the ancient Susa, and on the
faces of rocks in other places formerly ruled over by the ealy
Persian kings. But for thousands of years they had been mers

* Exi pomols yépaol AT pIEal fasidsic.—~TaucYD. iib. 1., 580 13,
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Efi;;lti]él;geﬂziée ?llger}:as i:g the curicus but bafied beholder ; and
AU i‘;rge dto as instances of the folly of Luman
Eut ohl},‘ for the rock toeiut“‘vdl‘-fl;et;fs lc;it;gu};;aéises iuxfhe eahd ook,
oty of the vainglorious inscribers. The el as well as the mum-
e e e 16 elder Niebuhr, Grotefend,
form_ lette;":s; but Major P.awlignsuneig ttg‘;ae Eﬁn}ﬁéﬁf éhe CHBC’.’;'
seivice, after years of labor, has at’last a.ccomj plished i ompanys
2] : ; lorion
sohieydment of tlly rrealing il aplishek i (e s o
Sihredand exnc;n 101;8'119- Ha has, in particular, fully =dé‘ci
Behistun, on the -n(te(~ the inscription on the sacred rock. £
Bebistun, on fhe wester frontiers of Media. These rocords ot
oo satnd spesk‘-ds at xengtu found their interpreter; and I?j f
e pee Spon s to us from the consecrated mountai Da-
tells us the names of the nations that obeyed him, th am, and
De{};jlpre?se?%hls vzc]ztories: his piety, and his glfoi-v‘e,_ revolis th
Eings who thus seek the admiratior SRR
t? dim the record of their sszgiiiglcﬁ;iig g;;{t;}alr;_ty Me‘lﬂt t}_e Liply,
gc;;'.u;‘l. ilg,f;zat?; and it throws no suspicion on ﬂ\'l(oﬁaglt_afij“r ‘;;‘33“-'
reek his 1at we i : et i
B 2ve£‘t]j fg\?i? f)l:"ag:fnﬂnf};E.i:-;ieeliwcripﬁcn; gilent ;ési':gctfgg
everses whi ~4us and Arnaphernes, as well as respecting ¢l
}I)?igrn%;‘i “lliljﬂl?ei; 108 ;yhfu;necl in person during his Scs,)&c;g {(’.'1 X
firm, and even ilncfzqmlﬂ-llmble monuments of Persian fame (:ok::—
spires us of the vast ase the opinion with which Herodotus i :
P ereaad Whih:-hh}?‘;: 13‘0'\"(2‘1 which Cyrus founded and Ca}i}bvs:;
quests, and seémec:;‘ilif 'l-lfgmr?nt{-d by Indian and Arabion con
Quests, and seemed likely, when he direoted his amm i
“__pe, o make the predominant monarchy of th § against
- /ith the exception of the Chinese empire, i i T“-rgﬂd'
out all ages down to the last few vears pire, in which, through-
e lia_s e ey Unconnecte{l}\r‘{tﬁ tﬁréég:fuﬁ of the humar
great ;_smgda;ns; which we know to have exjstéaerigamom’ S
Ty 3 g 3 e
S DU, Menden oo e Doman.” Hre e A
o ane e - ssyRans ok iens, the Balyloniane & Chaldiie
i t‘relTMEi,' 18 L]sw.@s of Palestine, the Armn]:[mn; ,g;“i,fm"
aII‘ r‘béve‘& *'.jea:il.T ::w;flt}m;‘mc the Parthians, and the Z\cfn)nig:-
to the native szr:‘.:%;\‘-d Ohibo-Great ]\u‘:g: the Medes standing n ‘;
spoken of as that f‘]? mﬂ Pcmn.r, and the empire being frequently
e Eﬂvpf 1{]:{ (\E:‘c r:wdcs G:'; as that of the Medes ‘“gd'i;tﬂy
onists in Asia E‘(le‘nn-i'é,*%’enw'qﬁ Lersian provinces; the Greek r-df
subjects; and their g‘ﬁq the islands of the Hgman were Dartss
the PE]‘si,?n ‘;oke “ﬂ;: :'r.lzu but unsuccessful atternpts t’o “thx(-o 'SE
to increaf‘e ‘E(: i aad only served to rivet it more st e
S » general belief that the Greek ' Fonely, and
fore the Persians in a field of battle I}\r?l-?o“}llantTS#and be-
arius’s Sevthian ‘War,

at

* Hee the tenth voluine of the ¢ Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society.
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though nnsuccessful in its smmediate object; had brought about
the subjugation of Thrace and the submission of Macedoria.
From the Indus to the Peneus, all was his.

We may imagine the wrath with which the lord of so many na-
tions must have heard, nine years before the battle of Marathon,
that a strange nation toward the setting sun, called the Athenians,
had dared to help his rebels in Tonia against him, and thab they
had plundered and burned the capital of one of his provinees.
Beforo the burning of Sardis, Darius seems never to have heard
of the existence of Athens; but his satraps in Asia Minor had for
somoe time seen Athenian refugees ab their provineial courts im-
ploring assistance against their fellow-countrymen. When Hip-
pias was driven away from Athens, and the tyranmic dynasty of
the Pisisiratide finaily overthrown in 510 B. ¢, the banished ty-
rant and his adherents, after vainly geeking to be restored by
Spartan intervention, had betaken themselves to Sardis, the capi-
1nl city of the satrapy of Artaphernes. There Hippias (in the ex-
pressive words of Herodotus®) began every kind of agitation, slan-
dering the Athenians before Artaphernes, and doing all he could
to induce the satrap to place Athens in subjection to him, as the
tributary vassal of King Darius. When the Athenians heard of
his practices, they sent envoys to Sardis to remonstrate with thae
Persians against taking up the quarrel of the Athenian refugees.

Bub Artaphernes gave them in reply & menacing command to
receive Hippias back again if they looked for safety. - The Athe-
nians were resolved not to purchase safety at such a price; and
after rejecting the satrap’s terms, they considered that they and
the Persians were declared enemies. At this very erisis the lo-
nian Greeks implored the assistance of their European brethren,
to enable them to recover theirindependence from Persia. Athens,
and the city of Eretria in Eubeea, aloneconsented,  Twenty Athe-
nian galleys, and five Ereirian, crossed the Agmsn Sea, and by &
bold and sudden march upon Sardis, the Athenians and their al-

Ties sncceeded in capturing the capital city of the haughty satrap,

who had recently menaced them with servitufle or destruction,

They were pursued, and defeated on their return to the coast, and

Athens took no further part in the Tonian war: but the insult that

ghe had put upon the Persian power was speedily made known

throughont that empire, and Was never to be forgiven or forgotten,

In the emphatic simplicity of the narrative of Herodotus, the

wrath of the Great King is thus described: «Now when it was

told to King Darius that Sardis had been taken and kturned by the

Athenians and Tonians, he took small heed of the Ionians, well

knowing who they were, and that their Tevolt would soon be pr*

down; but he asked who, and what manner of men, the Athenians

= Tgrod., 1ib. v. ¢. 96,
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were. And when he had been told, he called for his bow; and,
having taken it, and placed an arrow on the string, he let the ar-
row fly toward heaven, and as he shot it into the air, hesaid, ¢ Oh!
supreme God, grant me that I may avenge myself on the Athe-
nians.’ And when he had said this, he appointed one of his ser-
vants to say to him every day as he sat at meat, ‘Sire, remember
the Athenians.’”
Some years were occupied in the complete reduction of Ionia,

But when this was effected, Darius ordered his victorious forces
to proceed to punish Athens and Eretris, and to conquer Euro-
pean Greece. The first armament sent for this purpose was shat-
teved by shipwreck, and nearly destroyed off Mount Athos. But
the purpose of King Darius was not easily shaken. A larger army
was ordered to be collected in Cilicia, and requisitions were sent
to #ll the maritime cities of the Persian empire for ships of war,

and for transports of suflicient size for carrying cavalry as well as
infantry across the Maman. While these preparations were being
made, Darius sent heralds round to the Grecian cities demanding
their submission to Persia. It was proclaimed in the market-place

of each little Hellenic state (some with territories not larger than

the Isle of Wight) that King Darius, the lord of all men, {rom the

rising to the seiting sun,* required earth and water tobe delivered

to his heralds, as a symbolical acknowledgment that he was head

and master of the country. Terror-stricken at the power of Persia

and at the severe punishment that had recently been inflicted on
the refractory Ionians, many of the continental Greeks and nearly

all the islanders submitted, and gave the required tokens of vassal-
8ge. At Sparta and Athens an indignant refusal was returned.s
refusal which was disgraced by outrage ®nd violence against the
persons of the Asiatic heralds.

Fresh fuel was thus added to the
ens, and the Persian preparations went on with renewed vigor.
In the summer of 490 B. 0., the army destined for the invasion
was assembled in the Aleian plain of Cilicia, near the ses. A
Heet of six hundred galleys and numerous transports was collect-
ed on the coast for the embarkation of troops, horse as well as
foot. A Median general named Datis, and Artaphernes, the son
of the satmp‘of _Sardis, and -who was also nephew of Darius,
were placed in titular joint command of the expedilion. The

real supreme authority was Probably given to Datis alone, from|

anger of Darius against Ath-

# Aschines in Ctes., p.592, ed, Relske. Mitf Vi

I&é slpcakg.%% olf Xerxei. but Mitford SRS
£tyles of the Persian kings in their proclamations. [ 3.

at Persepolls, Darius terms himself  Dari i S L ST

' 1 Pp. 485, Aschineg
1S probably rightin considering it as the

1us, the great king, king of kings,
the king of the many-peopled countries the suppgrter algso ol’gihis grgat
world.” -In another, he styles himself ¢ the lang of all inhabited eountries.”
S‘éﬁ@mmc Journal,” vol. X., p. 487 and 292, and Major Rawlinson‘s Com-

BATTLE OF MARATHORN. 25

in which the Greek writers speak of him. We know
:11;8 g:tgiil? of the previous eareer of this officer; batht-lczle}-e ll‘i
every reason to believe that his abilities and bravery ha ?1?:2{1
roved by experience, or his Median birth would have preve ;
ﬁis being placed in high command by Darius. He app}gari_ Ic:
have been the first Mede who was thus trusted by phglq eLaqa;
kings after the overthrow of the conspiracy of the L%De %;ndmtl‘&e
agninst the Persians immediately before Darius o tz%_.e ti;ln
throne. Datis received instructions to complete t].a_e Su-Jug?l e
of Greece, and especial orders were given him m_t-l} 1ega:t1(r1 b
Eretria and Athens. He was to take these two c:!nes, ﬂan #
was to lead the inhabitianﬁs (a;wa-yt Eg.ptwe, and bring them a:
‘es into the presence of the Great King. :
SI%z:i;nzmbarEed his forces in ‘t-hejieet that awaited f-j’l@ﬁl, ‘ai}nid.
coasting along the shores of Asia Minor till he was off § aréc:b. he
thence sailed due westward through the _Egﬁanﬁea ior_ }ee\ga,
taking the islands in his way. The Naxzians had, ten )-ebr:, be;
fore, successfully stood a siege against a Persian uTmaglEE . \tz
the;,: now were too terrified to offer any resistance, an 31 _3 :
the mountain tops, while the enemy burne_d their to‘_’vnkapql md
wasto their lands. Thence Datis, compelling the Gn?e dli altlh‘
ers to join him with their ships and‘men. sailed onw ard, tO ] .
eoast of Eubcea, The little town of Carystus essayed 1tes:als m’[(i;,
but was quickly overpowered. He nex® attacked Tire Tish “_10
Athenians sent four thousand men to its aid ; but treachery - dq
at work among the Eretrians ; and t}_:Le Athenian for:_:errecel%e
timely warning from one of the leading men of the city Ero 1:; ii
to aid in saving their own countré-‘, m_steacl of 1‘ema1nm.gl.c_: : ltl“e
in the inevitable destruction of Eretria, Left to yhe‘mbe \_es,'aﬁq
Tretrians repulsed the assaulls of the I’erslmns against thE‘-]; ;-h Ie
for six days; on the seventh they were betrayed by two 1c neir
chiefs, and the Persians occupied the city. The temp eg ?ere
burned in revenge for the firing of Sardis, and the inha ; am}
were bound, and placed as prisoners in the neighboring is et :
Hgilia, to wait there till Datis should bring the Athemansl 3
join them in captivity, when both populations were to f})e:[_‘eq
into Upper Asia, there to learn their doom from the lips of King
i i f- - = . 3
D%ﬁ:ﬁg} iilth guccess, and with half his mission thus aec%ﬁ~
plished, Datis re-embarked his troops, and, crossing .t.he li %
channel that separates Eubeea fl‘om(the main land, he rancﬂ_u_np'ei
his troops on the Attic coast at Mm"athon, dl‘zm‘n_ag 1‘.}1) Lis E'{:'l -
leys on the shelving beach, as was tau‘a custom with tue‘fla.l\les
of antiquity. The conquered islands behind him served 4s
places of deposit for his provisions and military stores. Hispo-
gition at Marathon seemed to him in every respect advantageous,
gnd the level mature of the ground on '6\-“.'11':}:1_]m1 camped e
favorable for the employment of his cavalry, if the Afhenians
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