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should venture to engage him. Hippias, who accompanied him,
and acted as the guide of the invaders, had pointed out Mara-
thon asthe best place for a landing, for this very reason. Prob-
ably Hippias was also influenced by the recollection that forty-
seven years previously, he, with his father Pisistratus, had cross-
ed with an army from Eretria to Marathon, and had won an
eogy vietory over their Athenian enemies on that very plain,
which had restored them to tyrannic power. The omen seemed
cheering. The place was the same ; but Hippias soon learned
to his cost how great a change had come over the spirit of ths
Athenians.

But though * the fierce democracy” of Athens was zealous and
true against foreign invader and domestic tyrant, a faction existed
in Athens, as at Kretris, who were willing to purchase a party
triumph over their fellow-citizens at the price of their country’s
ruin. Communications were opened between these men and the
Persian camp, which would have led to a catastrophe like that of
Eretria, if Miltiades had not resolved and persuaded his colleagues
to resolve on fighting at all hazards. .

When Miltiades arrayed his men for action, he staked on the
arbitrament of one battle not only the fate of Athens, but that of
all Greece; for if Athens had fallen, no other Greek stats, except
Lacedemon, would have had the courage to resist; and the
Lacedemonians, though they would probably have died in their
ranks to the last man, never could have successfully resisted the
victorious Persians and the numerous Greek troops which wounld
have soon marched under the Persian satraps, had they prevailed
over Athens.

Nor was there any power to the westward of Greece that could
have offered an effectual opposition to Persia, had she once con-
quered Greece, and made that country a basis for future military
operations. Rome was af this time in her season of utmost weak-
ness. Her dynasty of powerful Etrusean kings had been driven
out; and her infant commonywealth was reeling under the attacks
of the Etruscans and Volscians from without, and the fierce dis-
sensions bebween the patricians and plebeians within, Etruria,
with her Lucumos and serfs, was no match for Persia. Samnium
had not grown into the might which she afterward put forth; nor
could the Greek colonies in South Italy and Sicily hope toconquer
when their parent states had perished. Carthage had escaped the

Persian yoke in the time of Cambyses, through the reluctance of
the Phenician mariners to serve against their kinsmen. But
such forbearance could not long have been relied on, and the
future rival of Rome would have become ag submissive a minister
of the Persian power as were the Phenician cities themselyes, If
we turn to Spain; or if we pass the great mountain chain, which,
prolonged through the Pyrenees, the Cevennes, the Alps, and the
Balkan, divides Northern from Southern Enrope, we shall find
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nothing at thet period but mere savage Finns, Celts, Slaves and
Teutons. Had Persia beaten Athens at Marathon, she could havq
found mo obstacle to prevent Darius, the chosen servant of
Ormuzd, from advancing his sway over all the known Western
rases of mankind. The infant energies of Europe would have
been trodden out beneath universal conguest, and the history of
the world, like the history of Asia, have become a mere record of
the rise and fall of déspotic dynasties, of the incursions of
barbarous hordes, and of the mental and political prostration of
millions beneath the diadem, the tiara and the sword, :
Great as the preponderznce of the Persian over the Athenian
power at that crisis seems to have heen, it would be unjust to
impute wild rashness to the policy of Miitiades, and those who
voted with him in the Athenian council of war, or to look on the

_ after-current of events as the mere fortunate result of successful

folly. As before has been remarked, Miltiades, while prince of
the Chersonese, had seen service in the Persian armies; and he
knew by personal observation how many elements of weakness
lurked beneath their imposing aspect of strength. He knew that
the bulk of their troops no longer consisted of the hardy shepherds
and mountaineers from Persia Proper and Kurdistan, who won
Cyrus’s battles; but that unwilling contingents from conquered
nations now filled up the Persian muster-rolls, fighting more from
compulsion than from any zeal in the canuse of their masters. He
had also the sagacity and the spirit to appreciate the superiority
of the Greek armor and organization over the Asiatic, notwith-
standing former reverses. Above all, he felt and worthily trusted
the enthusiasm of those whom he led.

_ The Athenians whom he led had proved by their new-born
valor in recent wars against the neighboring states that “liberty
and equality of civic rights are brave spivit-stirring things, and
they who, while under the yoke of a despot, had been no better
men of war than any of their neighbors, as soon as they were free,
became the foremost men of all; for each felt that'in figchting fora
free commonwealth, he fought for himself, and whatever he took
in hand, he was zealous to do the work thoroughly.” So the
nearly contemporaneous historian describes the change of spirit
that was seen in the Athenians after their tyrants were expelled;*
and Miltindes knew that in leading them against the invading
army, where they had Hippias, the foe they most hated, before
them, he was bringing into battle no ordinarymen, and could eal-
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culate cn no ordinary heroism. As for traitors, he was suve, that
whatever treachery might lurk among some of the higher-born and
wealthier Athenians, the rank and f#ila whom he commanded were
ready fo do their utmost in his and their own eause. With regard to
future attacks from Asia, he might reasomably hope that one
victory would inspirit all Greece to combine against the common
foe; and that the latent seeds of revolt and disunion in the
Persian empirs would soon burst forth and paralyze its energies,
80 as fo leave Greek independence secure.

With these hopes and risks, Miltiades, on the afternoon of a
September day, 490 B. c., gave the word for the Athenian army to
prepare for battle. There were many local associations connected
with those mountain heights which were calenlated powerfully to
excite the spirits of the men, and of which the commanders well
lmew how to avail themselves in their exhortations to their troops
before the encounter, Marathon itself was a region sacred to
Hercules.
days of yore devoted herself to death for the liberty of her people.
The very plain on which they were to fight was the scene of the
exploits of their national hero, Theseus: and there, tco, as old
legends told, the Athenians and the Heraclida had routed the in-
vader, Eurystheus. These tradifions were not mere cloudy myths
or idle fietions, but matters of implicit earnest faith to the men of
that day, and many a fervent prayer arose from the Athenian ranks
to the heroie spirits who, while on earth, had striven and suffered
on that very spot, and who were believed to be now heavenly pow-
ers, looking down with interest on their still beloved country, and
capable of interposing with superhuman aid in its behalf.

According to old national custom, the warriors of each tribe
were arrayed together ; neighbor thus fighting by the side of neigh-
bor, friend by friend, and the spirit of emulation and the con-
sciousness of responsibility excited to the very utmost. The War-
ruler, Callimachus, had the leading of the right wing ; the Platwans
formed the extreme left; and Themistocles and Aristides com-
manded the cénter. The line consisted of the heavy armed spear-
men only ; for the Greeks (until the time of Iphicrates) took little
or no account of light-armed soldiers in a pitched battle, using
them only in skirmishes, or for the pursuit of a defeated enemy.
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in the exerciges cf the palestra, so that there was no fear of their
ending the charge in ~breathless exhaustion ; and it was of the
deepest importance for him to traverse as rapidly as possible the
mile or so of level ground that lay between the mountain foof
and the Persian outpost, and so to get histroops into close action
Lefore the Asiatic cavalry could mount, form and maneuver

against him, or their archers kept him long under fire, and hbefore *

the enemy’s generals counld fairly deploy their masses.

«When the Persians,” says Herodotus, “saw the Athenians
running down on them, without horse or bowmen, and scanty in
numbers, they thought them a set of madmen rushing upon cer-
tain destruction.” They began, however, to prepare to receive
them, and the Eastern chiefs arrayed, as quickly as time and place
allowed, the varied races who served in their motly ranks. Moun-
taineers from Hyrcaniaand Afghanistan, wild horsemen from the
steppes of Khorassan, and black archers of Ethiopia, swordsmen
from the banks of the Indus, and Oxus, the Euphrates, and the
Nile, made ready against the enemies of the great King. Butno
national cause inspired them except the division of mnative Per-
_ siams; and in the large host there was no uniformity of language,
creed, race, or military system. Still, among them there wers
many gallant men, under a veteran general ; they were familiarized
with victory, and in contemptuous confidence, their infantry
which alone had time to form, awaited the Athenian charge. On
came the Greeks, with one unwavering line of leveled spearts, against
which the lighttargets, the short lances and eimeters of the Orien-
tals, offered weak defense. The front rank of the Asiatics must
have gone down to a man at the first shock. Still they recoiled
not, but strove by individual gallantry and by weight of num-
bers to make up for the disadvantages of weapons and factics,
and to bear back the shallow lines of the Europeans. In the
center, where thenative Persians and the Sacs fought, they suc-
ceeded in breaking through the weakened part of the Athenian
phalanx ; and the tribes led by Aristides and Themistocles were,
after a brave resistance, driven back over the plain, and chased
by the Persians up the valley toward the inner country. There
the nature of the ground gave the opportunity of rallying and
renewing the struggle. Meanwhile, the Greek wings, where
Miltiades had concentrated his chief strength, had routed the
Asiatics opposed to them; and the Athenian and Plateean of-
ficers, instead of pursuing the fugitives, kept their troops well
in hand, and wheeling round, they formed the two wings to.
gether. Miltiades'instantly led them against the Persian center,
which had hitherto been triumphant, but which now fell back,
and prepared to encounter those new and unexpected assailants.
Aristides and Themistocles renewed the fight with their reorgan-
ized troops, and the fnll fores of the Greeks was brought into
close action with the Persian and Sacian divisionsof the ensmy.
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Dstis's veterans strove hard to keep their ground, and evening*
was approaching befors the stern encounter was decided.

But the Persians, with their slight wicker shields, destitute of
body-armor, and never tanght by fraining fo keep the even front
and act with the regular movement of the Greek infantry, fought
at heavy disadvantage with their shorter and fesbler weapons
against the compact array of well-armed Athenian and Platean’
spearmen, all perfectly drilled to perform each necessary evolution
in concert, and to preserve a uniform and unwavering line in bat-
tle. In personal counrage and in bodily activity the Persians wera
not inferior to their adversaries. Their spirits were not yet cowed
by the recollection of former defeats; and they lavished their lives
freely, rather than forfeit the fame which they had won by so many
victories. While their rear ranks poured an incessant shower of
arrowst over the heads of their comrades, the foremost Persians
kept rushing forward, sometimes singly, sometimes in desperate
groups of twelve or ten upon the projecting spears of the Greeks,
striving to force a lane into the phalanx, and to bring their cime-
ters and daggers into play.} Butthe Greeks felt their superiority,
and though the fatigue of the long-continued action told heavily
on their inferior numbers, the sight of the carnage that they dealt
upon their assailants nerved them to fight still more fiercely on.

At last the previously unvanquished lords of Asia turned their
backs and fled, and the Greeks followed, striking them down, to
the water’s edge,§ where the invaders were now hastily launching
their galleys, and seeking fo embark and fly. Flushed with sne-
cess, the Athenians attacked and strove to fire the fleet. But here
the Asiatics resisted desperately, and the principal loss sustained
by the Greeks was in the assault on the ships. Here fell the brave
‘War-ruler Callimachus, the general Stesilaus, and other Athenians
of note. Seven galleys were fired; but the Persians succeeded in
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1 See the description in the 62d section of the ninth hook of Herodotus of
the gallantry shown by the Persian infantry against the Laced®monians at
Platea. We have no similar detail of the fight at Marathon, but we know
that it was long and obstinately contested (see the 115tk section of the sixth
book of Herodotus, and the lines from the Vespz already quoted), and the
Slill‘ib of the Persians must have been even higher at Marathon than at
Plateea. In both battles it was only the true Persians and the Bace Who
showed this valor: the other Asiatics fled like sheep.
§ The flying Mede, his shaftless broken how;
T’he fiery Greek, his red pursuing spear ;
Mountains above, Earth’s, Ocean’s plain below,
Death in the front, Degtruction in the rear!
8uch was the scene.—BYRON'S Childe Harold.
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saving the rest, They pushed off from the fatal shore; but even
here the skill of Datis did not desert him, and he sailed round to
the western coast of Attica, in hopes fo tind the city unprotected,
and to gain possession of it from some of the partisans of Hippias.
Miltiades, however, saw and counteracted his maneuver. Leaving
Aristides, and the troops of his tribe, to guard the spoil and the
slain, the Athenian commander led his conquering army by a rapid
night-march back across the country to Athens. And when the
Persian fleet had doubled the Cape of Sunium and sailed up to
the Athenian harbor in the morning, Datis saw arrayed on the
heights above the city the troops before whom his men had fled on
the preceding evening. All hope of further conguest in Europe
for the time was abandoned, and the baffled armada returned to
the Asiatic coasts. .

After the battle had been fought, but while the dead bodies
were yet on the ground, the promised re-enforcements from Sparta
arrived. Two thousand Lacedwmonian spesrmen, starting im-
mediately after the full moon, had marched the hundred and fifty
miles between Athens and Sparta in the wonderfully short time of
three days. Though too late to share in the glory of the action,
they requested to be allowed to march to the battle-field to behold
the Medes. They proceeded thither, gazed on the dead bodies of
the invaders, and then, praising the Athenians and what they had
done, they returned to Lacedzmon,

The number of the Persian dead was 6400 ; of the Athenians,
192. The number of the Plateeans who fell is not mentioned; but,
as they fought in the part of the army which was not broken, it can
not have been large.

The apparent disproportion between the losses of the two armies
is not surprising when we remember the armor of the Greek speai-
men, and the impossibility of heavy slaughter being inflicted by
swc)]fd or lance on troops so armed, as long as they kept fixm in their
ranks.*

The Athenian slain were buried on the field of battle. This was
contrary to the usual custom, according to which the bones of all
who fell fighting for their country in each year were deposited in
& public sepulcher in the suburb of Athens called the Cerameicus.
But it was felt that a distinction ought to be made in the funeral
honors paid to the men of Marathen, even as their merit had been
distinguished over that of all other Athenians. A lofty mound was
raised on the plaim of Marathon, beneath which the remains of the
men of Athens who fell in the battle were deposited. Ten columns
were erected on the spot, one for each of the Athenian fribes ; and
on the monumental column of each tribe were graven the names
of those of its members whose glory it was to have fallen in the

# Mitford well refers to Crecy, Poictlers, and Agincourt as instances of
similar disparity of loss between the conquerers and the conguerad.
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great battle of liberation. The antiquarian Pausanias read those
names thers six hundred years after the time when they were first
graven.* The columns have long perished, but the mound still
marks the spot where the noblest heroes of antiquity, the Mapa-
Sy o ayot, TEpose.

A separate tumulus was raised over the bodies of the slzin Pla-
teeans, and another over the light-armed slayes who had taken part
and had fallen in the battle.t There was also a separate fumeral
monument to the general to whose genius the vietory was mainly
due., Miltiades did not live long after his achievement at Mara-
thon, but he lived long enough to experience a lamentable reverse
of his popularity and success. As soon as the Persians had quitted
the western coasts of the Zgwan, he proposed to an assembly of
the Athenian people that they should fit out seventy galleys, with
a proportionate force of goldiers and military stores, and place it
at his disposal; not telling them whither he meant fo lead if, but
promising them that if they would équip the force he asked for,
and give him discretionary powers, he would lead it to a land
where there was gold in abundance to be won with ease. The
Greeks of that time believed in the existence of Eastern realms
teeming with gold, as firmly as the Europeans of the sixteenth
cenbury believed in El Dorado of the West. The Athenians prob-
ably thought that the recent victor of Marathon, and the former
officer of Darius, was about to lead them on a secret expedition
against some wealthy and nnprotected cities of treasure in the Per-
sian dominions. The armament was voted and equipped, and
sailed eastward from Attica, no one but Miltindes knowing its dis-
tination until the Greek isle of Paros was reached, when his frue
object appeared. In former years, while connected with the Per-
sians as prince of the Chersonese, Miltiades had been involved in
a quarrel with one of the leading men among the Parians, who
had injured his credit and caused someslights fo be put upen him
at the court of the Persian satrap Hydarnes, The feud had ever .
sinece rankled in the heart of the Athenian chief, and he now at-
tacked Paros for the sake of avenging himself on his ancient enemy.
His pretext, as general of the Athenians, was, that the Parians had
aided the armament of Datis with a war-galley. The Parians pre-
tended to treat about terms of surrender, but used the time which

# Pausanias states, with implicit belief, that the battle-field was haunted
at night by supernatural beings, and that the noise of combatants and the
snorting of horses were heard to resound onit, The superstition has sur-
vived the change of creeds, and the shepherds of the neighborhood still be-
lieve thatspectral warriors contend on the plain at midnight, and they say
that they have heard the shouts of the combatants and the neighing of the
steeds.  Sec Grote and Thirlwall.

1 It 1S probable that the Greek light-armed irregulars were active in the
attack onthe Persian ships, and 1t was in this attack that the Greeks suffer-
ed their principal loss,
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airing the defective parts of the fortifica-
tions of their city, and they then st the Athenians et defiance. S0
far, says Herodotus, the accounts of all the Greeks agree. But the
Parians in after years told also a wild legend, how a captive priest-
ess of o Parian temple of the Deities of the Earth promised Milti-
ades to give him the means of capturing Paros; how, at her bid-
ding, the Athenian general went alone ab night and foreed hisway
into a holy shrine, near the city gate, but with what purpose 16
was not known; how a supematural awe came over him, and in
his flight he fell and fractured his leg; how an oracle afterwird
orbade the Parians to punish the gacrilegious and traitorous priest-
ess, ‘“because it was Tated that Miltiades should come to an il

end, and she was only the instrument fo lead him to evil.” Such
was the tale that Herodotus heard at Paros. Certain it was that
1filtiades either dislocated or broke his leg during an unsuceess-
ful siege of the city, and returned home in evil plight with his baf-
fled and defeated forces. '

The indignation of the Athenians was proportionate to the hope
and excitement which his promises had Taised. Xanthippus, the
head of one of the first families in Athens, indicted him before the
gupreme popular tribunal for the capital offense ot hewi}_:xg deceived
the people. His guilt was undeniable, and the Athenians passed
fheir verdict accordingly. But the rocollections of Lemnos and
Aarathon, and the sight of the fallen general, who lay stretched
on a couch before them, pleaded suceesstully in mitigation of pun-~
ishment, and $he sentence was commuted from death to a fine of
ffty talents. This was paid by his son, the afterward illusirious
Cimon, Miltiades dying, soon after the trial, of the injury which

he had received ab Paros.*

they thus gained in rep

* The commonplace calumnies againstihe Athenians respecting Kiiltlades
have been well answered by sir Faward Lytton Bulwer in his * Rise and
Fall of Athens,” and Bishop Thirlwall in the second voline of his “* History
of Greece ! but they have rec sived their most complete refutation from Mr,
Grote, in the fourth volume of his BHistory, p. 490, et. seq., and DOLes. 1
quite concur with him that, “looking to the pra ctice of the Athenlan dicas-
fery in criminal cases, that fifty talents was the minor penalty actually
proposed by the defenders of Miltiades {hemselves as a substitute for the
punishment of death, In those penalcagesab Athens where the punish-
inent was not fixed heforehand by the terms of the 1aw, if the person ac-
cused was found guilty, it was customary to submif to the jurors subse-
quently and separately the gquestion as to amount of punishment. F
the accuser named the penally which he thought suitable; next, the ac-
cused person wascalled upon to viame anamount ot penalty for hi selt,
and the jurors were constrained to taice their choice between these two, no
third gradation of penalty Leing admissabie for consideration, Of course,
under such circumstances, 16 was the interest of the accused party 1o name,
even in 1S OWND case, some real and serious penalty, something which the
jurors might be likely todeem not wholly inadeqnaie to his erime just
proved ; forif he proposed scme penalty only trifling, he drove themn to pre-
fer the heavier sentence yecommended by his opponent.” Tne storles of
Miltlades having been castinto prison and died there, and of his having
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o sbieldst 1;1:;;{1:111?01& %ures:l of t:lv.e Persian combatants with
their loose trowsers, and Ph r\-g?‘g]; t?;.;z:sefﬁj Exciscnsiad e
o lizZiigiI}:i c;theer fmgzllax-{als of Marathon were the produce of
O tnondial Pégri‘u? A:r.llenli‘:n. intellectual splendor, of the age of
“hudias, end. fer l‘ﬁsf ffar it was not merely by the gcncr{;tion
Foomstie:batile 1;1&&& from Hippias and the Medes that the
nnscamcent g hp?haanﬁc_e of their victory was gratefully recog-
s S dg f e whole epoch of her prosperity, through th%
ympiads of her decay, through centuries after her fall
AR

Atheng looked back
1 ed back on the day : 2 - =
national existence. ay of Mazathon as the brightest of her

becn gav n d

by 15 :}sz}(ﬁ ({::gm only by the interposition of the prytanis of the
silence of Liér(ﬁé, J1 t';l?c[ed by Mr. Grote as the fictions of :""t: c: -i}u i
eiiehce of 1iexadouss réspecting tiem is decistve, Tt is true that H1at

the Parathrum 411dd5“t}‘1?,{5r'119111:1n5 passed @ vote to throw n;iimdfﬂ’ &
GG i‘c‘:lrcn“lb(:-“-na 022 the interposition of the pry mms‘iﬁ 1‘-L3Lt?' 0 L'O
was as Niebuhr Lizs te ered that Plato, with all his t'.-:lnucendu-‘rlz g % i
Bl ontlae Nk ke rmed him, a_very indifferent patiiot whol Soed to
Dlaceex tip ol tth.?é it)_I Lis country’s democratical institutions _qu-.Jl T
Yote Of capital punishment. a tanis, at the Lrial of Miltlades, opposed e
b pas,aagé"v'mté 1:1( uf, and spoke in favor of the milder aﬁnt}'fgg -Sf Plato
(n a paseage witicn (o show the Iaisfortunes tha betell A Vodbion dtats.
o aggerate this 1act into the story that a.ppe{xrs il‘l hL;.

XL,
* Wordsworth's “Greeee,” p. 115
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By a natural blending of patriotic pride with grateful piety,
the zrery spirits of the Atheniang who fell at Marathon j"erefd;iﬁ‘ifl
by their countrymen, Tho inhabitants of the district o 314{
thon paid religiouns rites to them ; and orators solemnly :nvc;)tie%
them in their most impassioned adjurations before the assem l_ef_
men of Athens. “Nothing was omitted that could Lee;])l alive
the remembrance of & deed which had first _taught the At emfz{_t‘
people to know its own strength, by measuring 1t Wlt-];} tl{g po{}. }(;;
which had subdued the greater part of the known world. 1't8
consciousness thus awakened fixed its character, its station, ‘:;1.:15 1 ]
destiny ; it was the spring of its later preat actions and ambitious

rises.® ; .
eﬂlt: 1‘—;'.?a.s not indeed by one defeat, however mgnal,’thnt the pride
of Persia could be broken, and her dreams of universal empire
dispelled.  Ten years afterward she renewed her nttempt-?. ull, ?)n
Furcpe upon a grander scale of enterprise, and was repi s%c \r
Greece with greater and reiterated loss. Larger forces gnt% eny-
ier slaughter than had been seen at Marathon signalized the LCI!{
flicts of Greeks and Persians nt Artemisium, Salamis, Pla.tma.‘fﬁn
the FBurymedon. But, mighty and momentous as these bat =
were, they ranked not with Marathon in importance. The¥ c;.utg-
ijnated no new impulse. They turned back no Icu‘rrenf: of fate.
They were merely confirmatory of the already existing bias W?HCL;
Marathon had created. The day of Marathon is the critical epoclé
in the history of the two nations. It broke forever the spell o
Persian invincibility, which had previously paralyzed men’s
minds. It generated among the Greeks the spirit which beat back
Xerxes, and afterward led on Xenephon, Agorilaus, and Alexander,
in terrible retaliation through their Asiatic campuigns. It 59-
cured for mankind the intellectual treasures of Athens, the growth
of free institutions, the liberal enlightenment of the Western
world, and the gradual ascendency for many ages of the great
principle of European civilization.

EXPrANATORY REMARES ON SOME OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF
THE BATITE OF MARATHON.

Norarve is said by Herodotus of the Persian cavalry taking any
part in the battle, although he mentions that Hippias recom-
mended the Persinns to land at Marathon, because the plan was
favorable for cavalry revolutions. In the _hfe qf Miltiades, *w:hlch
is usually cited as the production of Cornelius Nepos, but which I
believe to be of no autherity whetever, it is said that Miltiades

e

* Thirlwall.
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protected his flanks from the enemy’s horse by an abatis of felled
trees. While he was on the high ground he would not have re-
quired this defense, and it is not likely that the Persians would
have allowed him to erect it on the plain,

Bishop Thirlwall calls our attention to a passage in Suidas,
where the proverb Xapis iwmweis is said to have originated {rom
some Ionian Greeks who were serving compulsorily in the army
of Datis, contriving to inform Miltindes that the Persian cavalry
had gone away, whereupon Miltiades immediately joined battle
end gained the vietory. There may probably be a gleam of
trath in this legend, If Datis’s cavalry was numerous, as the
abundant-pastures of Eubeea wera close at hand, the Persian gen-
eral, when he thought, from the inaction of his enemy, that they
did not mean to come down from the heights and give battle,
might naturally send the larger part of his horse back across the
channel to the neighborhood of Eretria, where he had already left
a detachment, and where his military stores must have been de-
posited. The knowledge of such a movement would of course
confirm Miltiades in his resolution to bring on a speedy en-
gagement. :

But, in truth, whatever amount of cavalry we suppose Datis
to have had with him on the day of Marathon, their inaction in
the battle is intelligible, if we believe the attack of the Athenian
gpearmen to have been as sudden ns it was rapid. The Persian
horse-soldier, on an alarm being given, had to take the shackles
off his hozrse, to strap the saddle on, and bridle him, besides equip-
ping himself (see Xenoph., ¢ Anab.,” lib. iii. ¢. 4); and when each
individual horseman was ready, the line had to be formed ; and
the time it takes to form the Oriental cavalry in line for a charge
has, in all ages, been observed by Europeans.

The wet state of the marshes at each end of the plain, in the
time of the year when the battle was fought, has been adverted fo
by Mr. Wordsworth, and this would hinder the Persian general
from arranging and employing his horsemen on hig extreme wings,
while it also enabled the Greeks, as they came forward, to oc-
cupy the whole breadth of the practicable ground with an un-
broken line of leveled spears, against which, if any Persian horse
zi?.'ivzmced, they would be driven back in confusion upon their own
ootb.

Even numerous and fully-arrayed bodies of cavalry have been
repeatedly broken, both in ancient and modern warfare, by reso-
lute charges of infantry. For instance, it was by an attack of
some picked cohorts that Cewesar routed the Pompeian cavalry
(which had previously defeated his own), and won the battle of
Pharsalia.

I have represented the battle of Marathon as beginning in the
afternoon and ending toward evening. If it had lasted all day,
Herodotus would have probably mentioned that fact. That it
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-ard evening is, I think, proved by the line from the
?'n&f%:e?yihich i ha%e already quoted, and to which my attenticn
was called by Sir Edward Bulwer's account of the battle. Ithink
that the succeeding lines in Aristophanes, also already quoted,
justify the deseription which 1 have given of the rear ranks of the
Persians keeping up a fire of arrows over the heads of their com-
rades, as the Normans did at Hastings.

Syropsis oF EVENTS BETWEEN THE BATTLE OF MarATHON, B. €. 490.
AND TEE DEFEAT OF THE ATHENIANS AT SYRACUSE, B. C.413.

B. C. 490 to 487. A1l Asia filled with the preparations made by
King Darius for a new expedition against Greece. Themistocles
pers?ladcs the Athenians to leave off dividing theproceeds of their
silver mines among themselves, and to employ the money m
strengthening theirnavy.

487. Egypt revolts from the Persians, and delays the expedition

against Greece. : 2 =
485, Darius dies, and Xerxes his son becomes King of Persia in
his stead. S o
484. The Persians recover Egypt. :
480, Xerxes invades Greece. Indecisive actions between the

Persian and Greek fleets at Artemisium. Destruction of the three
hundred Spartans at Thermopyle.  The Athenians abandon
Attica and go on shipboard. Great naval vivtory of the Greeks at
Salamis, Xerxes returns to Asia, leaving a chosen army under
Mardonius to carry on the war against the Greeks.

478. Mardonius and his army destroyed by the Greeks at Pla-
tma. The Greeks land in Asia Minor, and defeat a I:‘ersmn force
at Mycale. In this and the following years the Persians lose all
their conquests in Europe, and many on the coast of Asia. :

477. Many of the Greek maritime states take Athens as their
leader instead of Sparta.

466 Victories of Cimon over the Persians at the Eurymedon.

464" Revolt of the Helots against Sparta.  Third ‘Messenion

War. ; k
460, Egypt again revolts against Persia. The Athenians send &
powerful armament to aid the Egyptians, which, after gaining
fome successes, is destroyed; end Egyptsubmits. This warlasted
8ix years, :

457. Wars in Greece between the Athenian and several Pelopon-
nesian states, Immense exertions of Athens at this time. *There
is an original inscription still preserved in the Louvre which af-
tests the energics of Athens et this erisis, when 'Athens, like Eng-
land in modern wars, at once sought conquesis abroad and re-
pelled encmies at home. At the period we now advert to (. G,
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457), an Athenian armament of two hundred galleys was engaged
in a beld though unsuccessful expedition sgsinst Egypt. The
Athenian crews had landed, had won a battle; they had then re-
embarked and sailed up the Nile, and were busily besieging the
Persian garrison at Memphis. As the complement of a trireme
galley was at least two hundred men, we can not "estimate the
forces then employed by Athens against Egypt at less than forty
thonsand men. At the same time, she kept squadrons on the
coasts of Phenicia and Cyprus, and yet maintained a home fleet
that enabled her to defeat her Peloponnesian enemies at Ceecry-
phales and ZEgina, capturing in the last engagement seventy gal-
leys. This last fact may give us some idea of the strength of the
Athenian home fleet that gained the victory, and by adopling the
same ratio of multiplying whatever number of galleys we suppose
to have been employed by two hundred so as to gain the aggregate
number of the crews, we may form some estimate of the forceg
which this little Greek state then kept on foot. Between sixty
and seventy thousand men must have served in her fleets during.
that year. Her tenacity of purpose was equal to Ler boldness of
enterprise. Sooner than yield or withdraw from; aay of their ex-
peditions, the Athenians at this very time, wken Corinth sent an
army to attack their garrison at Megara did not recall a single crew
or a single soldier from Algina or from al.ocad; but the lads and
old men, who Lad been leit to guard the :ty, fought and won a
battle against these mew asspilants. Tae inseription which we
have referred to is graven on a votive tallet to the memory of the
dead, erected in that year by the Erechthean tribe, one of the ten
into which the Athenians were divided. It shows, as Thirlwall
has remarked, ‘that the Athenians were conscious of the greatness
of their own effort;’ and in it this little eivie community of the an.
cient world still ‘records to us with emphatic simplicity, that its
slain fell in Cyprus, in Egypt, in Phenicia, at Haliz, in Agina,
in Megara, in the same year.’”*

445, A thirty years' truce concluded between Athens and Lac-
edamon. i

440, The Samians endeavor to throw off the supremacy of
Athens. Samos completely reduced to subjection. Pericles is
now sole director of the Athenian councils.

431, Commencement of the great Peloponnesian war, in which
Sparta, at the head of mearly all the Peloponnesian states, and
sided by the Beeotians and some of the other Greeks beyond the
Isthmus, -.endeavors to reduce the power of Athens, and to restore
independence to the Greek maritime states who were the subject
allies of Athens. At the commencement of the war the Pelopon-
nesian armies repeatedly invade and ravage Attica, but Athens

* Pgans of the Athenian Navy.
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herself is impregnable, and her flects secure her the dominion of

theéb?ej%';&thens visited by a pestilence, which sweeps off large num-
f her population.

be;s.’ic.’ The Et‘fenians gain great advantages oyer the S“partans ab

Sphacteria, and by occupying Cythera: buf they suffer a severe

defeat in Beeotia, and the Spartan general, Brasidas, leads an ex;

pedition to the Thracian coasts, and conguers many of the mos

valuable Athenian possessions in those regions.
421, Nominal trnce for thirty years between Athens and Spatr};ta,
but hostilities continue on the Thracian coast and in other

te = - . .
qutff& r%he Athenians send an expedition to conquer Sicily.

CHAPTER IL
DEFEAT OF THE ATHENIANS AT SYRACUSE, B. C. 413,

ns knew not, and could not Know, how deeply 'the great-ne&fs' of
thgi]}'eog?xni)%ggeruy. and the fate of the whole W estern world, were mvdol'i] ed
in the destruction of the fieet of Athens in the harbor of Syracuse. Had a%
great expedition proved victorious, the energies of Greece during the nex
eventful century would have found their field in the W estT no less 'than in
the East; Greece, and not Rome, might, have conguered Carthage ; Greek
instead of Latin might have been at this day the prlnci_pal element 9t the
language of Spain. of France, and of Ttaly; and the laws of Athens, rather
than of Rome, might be the foundation ol the law of the clvilized world.—

ARNOLD.

Tew cities have nndergone more memorable sieges during an-
cient and medimval times than has the city of Syracuse. Athen-
ian, Carthaginian, Roman, Vandal, Byzantine, Saracen, and
Norman, havein turns beleagured her walls; and the resistance
which she successfully opposed to some of her early assailants
was of the deepest importance, not only to the fortunes of the gen-
erations then in being, but to all the subsequent currentof human
events. To adopt the eloquent expressions of Arnold respecting
the check which she gave to the Carthaginian arms, Y Syracuse
was a breakwater which God's providence raised up to protect
the vot immature strencth of Rome.” And her trinmphent repulse
of the great Athenian expedition against her was of even more
wide-spread and enduring importance. It forms a decisive epoch
in the strife for universal empire, in which all the great states of
antiquity successively engaged and failed. =

The present city of Syracuse is a place of little or no military
strength, as the fire of m"tiller;f from the neighboring helghf:Ei would
almost completely command it. Buf in ancient warfare, its posi-
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tion, and the care bestowed on its walls, rendered it formidably
strong against the means of offense which then were employed by
besieging armies.

The sncient city, in its most prosperous times, was chiefly
built on the knob of Jand which projects into the sea on the east.
ern coast of Sicily, between two bays; one of which, to the north,
was cnlled the Bay of Thapsus, while the southern one formed the
great harbor of the city of Syracuse itself, A small island, or pe-
ninsula (for snch it soon was rendered), lies at the south-eastern
extremity of this knob of land, stretching almost entirely across
the mouth of the great harbor, and rendering it nearly land-
Jocked. This island comprised the original settlement of the first
Greek colonists from Corinth, who founded Syracuse two thousand
five hundred years ago; and the modern city has shrunk again
into these primary limits. But, in the fifth century before our
era, the growing wealth and population of the Syracusans had led
them to occupy and include within their city walls portion after
portion of the main land lying next to the little isle, so that at the
time of the Athenian expedition the seaward part of the land be-
tween the two bays already spoken of was built over, and fortified
from bay to bay, and constituted the larger part of Syracuse.

The landward wall, therefore, of this district of the city, frav-
ersed this knob of land, which continues to slope upward from
the sea, and which, to the west of the old |fortifications ( that is
toward the interior of Sicily), rises rapidly for a mile or two,
but diminishes in width, and finally terminates in a long narrow
ridge, between which and Mount Hybla a succession of chasms
and nuneven low ground extends. On each flank of this ridge
the descent is steep and precipitous from its summits to the strips
of level land that lie immediately below if, both fo the south-
west and northwest.

The usual mode of assailing fortified towns in the time of the
Peloponnesian war was to build a double wall round them, suf-
ticiently strong to check any sally of the garrison from within, or
any attack of a relieving force from without. The interval with-
in the two walls of the circumvallation was roofed over, and
formed barracks, in which the besiegers posted themselves, and
awaited the effects of want or treachery among the besieged in
producing a surrender ; and, in every Greek city of those days,
as in every Italian republic of the Middle Ages, the rage of do-
mestic sedition between aristocrats and democrats ran high.
Rancorouns refugees swarmed in the camp of every invading en-
emy ; and every blockaded city was sure to contain within its
walls a body of intriguing malcontents, who were eager to pur-
chase a party triumph at the expense of a nafional disaster.
Famine and faction were the allies on whom besiegers relied.
The generals of that time trusted to the operation of these sure
confederates as soon as they could establish a complete blockade.




