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states that showed any strength and spirit were the cities of the
Achzan league, the Hfolians, and the islanders of Rhodes.

990. Rome had now theroughly subdued the Sammites and the
Etruscans, and had gained numerous victories over the Cisalpine
Gauls. Wishing to confirm her dominion in Lower Italy, she be-
eame entangled in a war with Pyrrhus, fourth king of Epirus, who
was called over by the Tarentines to aid them. Pyrrhuswasabfirst
victorious, but in the year 275 was defeated by the Roman legions
in n pitched battle. He returned to Greece, remarking of Sicily,
Oty drodsimopsy Kapyndovios nat ‘Poauiols walaicrpar.
Roms becomes mistress of all Italy from the Rubicon to the Straits
lof Messina.

954 The first Punic war begins. Its primary cause was the
desire of both the Romans and the Carthaginians to possess them-
selves of Sicily. The Romans form a fleet, and successfully com-
pete with the marine of Carthage.* During the latter half of the
war the military genius of Hamiloar Barca sustains the Cartha-
ginian cause in Sicily. At the end of twenty-four years the Car-
thaginians sue for peace, though their aggregate loss in ships and
men had been less than that sustained by the Romans since the
beginning of the war. Sicily becomes a Roman provinee,

240 to 218. The Carthaginian mercenaries who had been brought
back from Sicily to Africa mutiny against Carthage, and nearly
succeed in destroying her. After a sanguinary and desperate
struggle, Hamilcar Barca crushes them. During the season of
weakness to Carthage, Rome takes from her the island of Sardinia.
Hamilear Barca forms tle project of obtaining compensation by

conguests in Spain, and thus enabling Carthage to renew the -

strnggle with Rome. He takes Hannibal (then a child) fo Spain
with him. He, and, after his death, his brother win great part of
Southern Spain to the Carthaginian interest. Hannibal obtains
the command of the Carthaginian armies in Spain 221 B.c., being
hen twenty-six years old. He attacks Saguntum, a city on the
Ebro, in alliance with Rome, which is the immediate pretext for
the second Punic war.

During the interval Rome had to sustain a storm from the North.
The Cisalpine Gauls, in 226, formed an alliance with one of the
flar_cest tribes of their brethren north of the Alps, and begana
farious war against the Romans, which lasted gix years. The Romans
gave them several severe defeats, and took from them part of their
tetritories near the Po. It was on this occasion that the Rotnan
colonies of Uremonn and Placentia were founded, the latter of

# There I3 at this Present moment in the Great Exhibition at Hyde Park a

model of a piratical galley of Labuan, part of the mast of which can be leb
down on the enemy, and form a bridge for boarders. Ttisworth while to
compare this with the account of Polybius of the boarding bridges which
the Koman admiral, Duillius, afixed to the mastsof his galleys, and by
11eans 6f which he won his greal victory Gver tha ¢ arthaginian fiesh
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which did such essential service to Rome in the second Punie
war by the resistance which it made fo the army of Hasdrubal. A
musterToll was made in this war of the effective military force of
£1e Romans themselves, and of those Italian states that were sub-
ject to them. The returns showed a force of seven hundred thou-
zand foot and seventy thousand horse. Polybius, who mentions
this muster, remarks, "Eg’ otis Avvifias élarrovs éxwv Siopy-
piwv, éréfaler &5 tyy Iraliav.
218. Hannibal crosses the Alps and invades Italy.

CHAPTER IV.
THE BATTLE OF THE METAURUS, B.0. 207.

uid debeas, O Roma, Neronibus
'%estts Metaurum flumen, et Hasdrubal
Devictus, et pulcher fugatis
1lle dies Latio tenebris, &c.
HoraTius, iv. Od. 4.

The consul Nero, who made the unequailed march which decelved Han-
nibal and defeated Hasdrubal, thereby accomplishing an achievement
almost unrivaled in military annals. The first intelligence of his return, to
Hannibal, was the sight of Hasdrubal's head thrown into his camp. When
Hannibal saw this, he exclaimed, with a sigh, that *: Rome would now be
the mistress of the world.” To this vietory of Nero's 1t ml?ght be owing
that hisimperial namesake reigned atall. But the infamy of the one has
eclipsed the glory of the other. When the name of Nero is heard, who
thinks of the consul ! But such are hmx_mnthlnga-BYMx.

Apour midway between Rimini and Ancona a little river falls
into the Adriatic, after traversing one of those districts of Italy in
which s vain attempt has lately been made to revive, after long
conturies of servitude and shame, the spirit of Ttalian nationality
and the energy of free institutions. That stream is still called
sae Metauro, and wakens by its name the recollection of the rese-
inte daring of ancient Rome, and of the sieughter that stained
it onrrent two thousand and sixty-three years ago, when the com-
bined consular armies of Livius and Nero encountered and
erushed niear its banks the varied hosts which Hannibal’s brother
was leading from the Pyrenees, the Rhone, the Alps, and the Po,
to 2id the great Carthaginian in his stern struggle to annihi-
late the growing might of the Roman republic, end maka the
Punic powersupreme overali the nations of the world, :

The Romsan historian, Who termed that struggle the mestmem-
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orable of all wars thal ever were carried on,”* wrote in {he spirit of
ggeration’, for it isnobt inancient, but in modern’ history, that

Is for its incidents and ifs heroes are to be found. Ths

ude between the contest which Rome maintained againgt
innibal, and that which England was for many years engaged in
inst Napoleon, has not passed unobserved by recenthistorians,

” says Arnold,} “has there been witnessed the struggle of
ghestindividual genius agaivst the resources and institu-

a oreat pation, and in both cases the nation has been vic-

For seventeen years Hannibal strove against Rome ; for

years Napoleon Bonaparte strove against England : the

s of the first ended in Zama j those of the second, in Water-

inf, however, of the similitude between the two

an general who finally defeated

2z aginian, and. the English general who gave the
deadly overthrow to the French emperor. Scipio and Wel-
gton both held for many years commands of high imypor-
se, but distant from the main theaters of warfare. The same

'y was the scene of the principal military career of each.

31n Spain that Scipio, like Wellington, suceessively encoun-
tered and overthrew neaily all the subordinate generals of the
: ¥ before being opposed tothe chief champion and conquerer
gelfl BothSeipio and Wellington restored their countrymen's
ienece in arms when shaken by a series of reverses, and each

i the paraliel between them limited to their military char-
cers and exploits. Seipio, like Wellington, became an important
f the aristoeratic party among his countrymen, and was
to the unmeasured invectives of the violent section of his
ntogonists.  When, emly in the lastreign, an infuriated
ed the Duke of Wellington in the strests of the Eng-
on the anniversary of Waterloo, England was even
aced by that outrage than Rome was by the facti ag-

s which demagogues brought ngainst Scipio, bub

d on the day of trial by reminding tho a

: sery of the battle of Zama.

voluntary exile ma

glishmen of poli
fectionate admiration of our modern Seip

kave most widely differed from the duke on 1

= Livy, 1ib. xx1., sec. 1, T ¥ol i, p.-83. - See also Alison, passip.

g1

trotive questions, forget what they Geem the political errors of that
tims-honored head, while they gratefully call to mind the laurels
that have wreathed it

Rcipio at Zama trampled in the dust ihe power of Carthage, but

t power had been already biy shattered in another
ald, where neither Scipio nor 1 1 commanded, When the
3 ssed the det ¢ leath of Husdrubal, it wit-
< the secheme by Which alone Carthage could hope
anize decisive success—the scl » of enveloping Rome al
once from the noxth and thesouth of Haly by two chosen armies,
iad by two sons of Hamilear.® That battle was the determining
isis of the contest, not merely between Rome and Carthage. but
ween the two great families of the world, whleh_then made
1v the arena of their oft-renewed contest for pre-eminence.

The French historian, Michelet, whose ‘“Histoire Romaine”
would have been invaluable if the general industry and accuracy
of the writer had in any degree equalled hisoriginality and bril-
Liancy, eloquently remarks, “‘It is not withoub reason that so
pniversal and vivid a remembrance of the Punic wars has dwelt in
the memories of men. They formed no mere struggle to deter-
mine the lot of Ewo cities or two €mpires ; but it was a strife, on
the event of which depended the fate of two races of mankind,
whether the dominion of the world should belong to the Indo-

rmanic or to the Semitic family of nations. Bear in mind that
the first of these comprises, beside the Indigns and _the Persiansg,
the Greeks, the Romans, and the Germans. In the other aze
rankad the Jews and the Arabs, the Phenicians and the Carthagi-
nians. On the oneside is the genius of heroism. of art, and legisla-
tion: on the other is the spirib of industry, of commerce, of
navieation. The two opposite races have every where come into
contact, every where into hostility. In the primitive pistory of
Persin and Chaldea; the heroes are perpetually engaged in combat-
with their industrious and perfidious neighbors. The struggle is
renawed betwesn the Pheniciansand the Greeks on every coast of
the Mediterranean. The Greek surplants the Phenician in all his
factories, all the companies in the East: soon will the Roman
come, and do likewise in the West. Alexander did far more
against Tyre than Salmanasar or Nebuchodonosor had done, Nob
content with crushine her, he took care that she never should

sive : for he founded Alexandria as her substitute, and changed

he track of the commeree of the world. ‘Lhere remained

g great *Carthage, and her mighty empire—mighty
different degree than Phenicia’s had been. Rome annihi-

leted it, Then oceurred thatwhich has no parallel in history—an
entire civilization perished at-one blow—vanished, like a falling

® gee Arnold, vol. i 297,
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gtar, The *Periplus” of Hanno, & few goins, & soore of ‘hr‘xes in
Plautus, and, lo, all that remains of the Carthaginian xt;ox,d e

«Many generations must needs pass away ‘Defo}re the strugg.?
between the two races could be renewed ; “and the Arabs, that
formidable rear-guaxd of the Semitic world, (1&5}1&(11 forth from
their deserts. The conflict between the two races then became
the conflick of two religions. Fortunate was it that those dar-
ing Saracenic cavaliers encounteréd in the East the impregnable
walls of Constantinople, in the West the chivalrous valor of
Chorles Martel and the sword of the Cid. The_ cfusad§s wers
the natural reprisals for the Arab invasions, and Sozit the ‘lﬁ.st
opoch of that great struggle between the two prineipal families
of the hnman race.” s

It is difficult, amid the glimmering light supplied by the allu-
sions of the elassical writers, to gain a full idca of the character
and institution of Rome's greab rival But we can pErceivs
how inferior Carthage was to her competitor In military resources,
end how far less fitted than Rome she was to become the founder
of centralized and centralizing dominion, that should en;‘.urf:_ for
centuries, and fuseinto imperial unity the nairow namo‘nadtles
of the ancient races, that dwelt around and near the shores of
the Mediterranean Sea, %

Carthnge wos originally neither the most ancient nor the mc_st
powerful of the numerous colonies which the Phenicians planted
on the coast of Northern Africa. Bub her advantageous posi-
tion, the excellence of her constitution (of which, though il
informed as to its details, we know that it comm_ap&ed the ad-
miration of Aristotle), and the commercial and pol:t.i_ga_l energy ‘of
her citizens, gave her the ascendency over Hippo, Utica, Leptis,
and her other sister Phenician cities in those regions ; a}ld she
finally reduced them to a condition of dependency, similar to
that which the subject allies of Athens oc‘qupled relatively to
that once imperial city. When Tyre and Sidon, and the other
cities of Phenicin itself sank from independent republics into
mere vassal states of the great Asiatic monarcl;lcs, and obe}*e.d:
by turns a Babylonian, a Persian, and a Macedonian master, their
power and their traffic rapidly declined, and Carthage sqcceedgd
to the important maritime and commercial pharac?er which they
had previously maintained. The Carthaginians did not seel; to
compete with the Grecks on the northeastern shores of the I\u(}r'?.-
iterranean, or in the three inland seas which are qnnnected with
it ; but they maintained an active intercourse mt_h the Pheni-
cians, and through them with Lower and Central Asia ; and thei_\',
and they alone, after the decline and fall of Tyre, navigated the
waters of the Atlantic. They had the monopoly of all the com-
merco of the world that was carried on beyond the Straits of
Gibraltar. We have yet extant (in a Greek translation) the narr-
tive of the voyage of Hanmo, ope of their admiralg, along ite
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western coast of Afriea as far as Sierra Lieone ; and in the Latin
poem of Festus Avienus, frequent references are made to the rec-
ords of the voyages of another celebrated Carthaginian admiral,
Himileo, who bad explored the mnorthwestern coast of Europe.
Our own islands are mentioned by Himileo as the lands of the
Hiberni and the Albioni, It is indeed certain that the Cartha-
ginigns frequented the Cornish coast (as the Phenicians bhad
done before them ) for the purpose of procuring tin ; and thereis
every rcason to believe that they sailed as far as the coasts of
the Baltic for amber. When it is remembered that the mari-
ner's compass was unknown in those ages, the boldness and skill
of the seamen of Carthage, and the enferprise of her merchants,
may be paralleled with any achievements that the history of
modern navigation and commerce can produce.

Tn their Atlantic voyages along the African shores, the Cartha-
giniens followed the double object of traffic and colonization.
The numerous settiements that were planted by them along the
coast from Morocco to Senegal provided for the needy members
of the constantly increasing population of a great commercial
capital, and also strengthened the influence which Carthage ex-
erciscd among the tribes of the African coast, Besides her fleets,
her caravans gave her a large and lucrative trade with the na-
tive Africans ; nor must we limit our belief of the extent of the
Carthaginian trade with the tribes of Central and Western Af-
rica by the narrowness of the commercial intercourse which civil.
ized nations of modern times have been able to create in those
regions.

Although essentially a mercantile and seafaring people, the Car-
thaginians by no means neglected agriculture. On the contrary,
the whole of their territory was cultivated like a garden. The fer-
tility of the soil repaid the skill and toil bestowed on if; and every
invader, from Agathocles to Scipio Aimilianus, wes struck with ad-
miration at the rich pasture lands carefully irrigated, the abundant
harvests, the luxuriant vineyards, the plantations of fig and olive
trees, the thriving villages, the populous towns, and the splendid
villas of the wealthy Carthaginians, through which his march lay,
88 long as he was on Carthaginian ground.

Although the Carthaginians alandoned Zgzan and the Pontus
to the Greek, they were by no meang disposed to relinquish to
thoss rivals the commerce and tlie dominion of the coasts of the
Mediterranean westward of Italy. For centuries the Carthaginians
strove to make themselves masters of the islands that lie between
Ttaly and Spain. They acquired the Balearic Islands, where the
principal harbor, Port Mahon, stills bears the name of a Cartha-
ginian admiral, They succeeded in reducing the greater part of
Sardinia; but Sieily could never be brought into their power.
They repeatedly invaded that island, and nearly overran it: bub
the resistamce which was opposed to them by the Syracusans
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nnder Gelon, Dionysins, Timoleon. and Agathocles, pregerved the
island from becoming Punie, though many of its cities remained
under the Carthaginian rule until Rome firally settled the ques-
tion to whom Sicily was fo belong by eonguering it for herselt.
With so many elements of succe with almost unbounded
wealth, with commercial and maritime activity, with a fertilo ter-
ritory, with a capital of almost imp

constitution that insured for centuries I g

with an aristocracy singularly fertile in men of the h

Carthage yet failed signally and calamitously in Ler contest for
power with Rome. One of the immediate causes of this may seem
fo have been the want of firmness among her citizens, which made
them terminale the first Punic war by begging peace, sooner than
endure any longer the hardships and burdens caused by a state of
warfare, although their antagonist had suffered far more severely
than themselves, Another cause was the spirit of faction among
their leading men, which prevented Hannibal in the second war
from being properly re-enforeed and supported. Bub there
also more general causes why Carthage proved inferior to Roma.
These were her position relatively to the mass of the inhabitants
of the country which she ruled, and her habit of trusting to mer-
cenary armies in her wars.

Our clearest information as to the different races of men in and
about Carthage is derived from Diodorus Sicuius.* That historian
enumerates four different races: first, he mentions the Phenicians
who dwelt in Carthage; next, he speaks ‘of the Liby-Phenicians:
these, he tells us, dwelt in many of the maritime cibies, and were
connected by infermarringes with the Phenicians, which was the
cause of their compound name; thirdly, he mentions the Libyans,
the bulk and the most ancient part of the population, hating the
Carthaginians intensely on account of the oppressiveness of their
domination; lastly, he names the Numidians, the nomade tribes of
the frontier.

It is evident, from this description, that the nafive Libyans
were s subject class, without franchise or political rights; and,
aceordingly, we find no instance specified 1n history of a Libyan
holding political office or milifary command. The half-castes, the
Liby-Phenicians, seem to have been sometimes sent out as colon-
ists’t but it may be inferred, from what Diodorus says of their
residence, that they had not the right of the citizenship of Car-
hage; and only a single solitary case occnrs of one of this race
being intrusted with authority, and that, too, not emeanating from
the Lome government. Lhis is the instance of the officer sent by

bal to Sicily after the fall of Syracuse, whom Polybiust ealls

3 us the Tibyen, but whom, from the fuller account in Livy,
we find to have been a Libv-Phenician;§ and it is expressly men-

*Vol. i1, p. 447, Wesseling’s ed 1 See the * Periplus ™ of Hanno.
{ Lib. Ix,, 22, § Lib. xxv., 40,
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tioned what indignation was felt by the Carth I commanders
in the island that this half-caste should control operations,

With respect to the composition of their armies, it is observable
that, though thirsting for extended empire, and though some of
her leading men became generals of the highest order, the
thaginians, as a people, were any thing but personally war
As long as they could hive mercenuries to fight for them, they had
little appetite for the irksome training and the less of valuable
time which military service would have entailed on themselves,

As Michelet remarks, ““The lifa of an industrious merchant, of
a Carthaginian, was too precious to be risked, as long as it was
P sle to substitute advantageously for it that of a barbarian
yom Spain or Gaul. Carthage knew, and could tell to a drachma,
what the life of & man of each nation came to. A Greek was worth
more than a Campanian, a Campanian worth more than a Gaul or
a Spaniard. When once this tariff of blood was correctly made
out, Carthage bezan a war as a mercantile speculation. She fried
to make conquests in the hope of getiing new mines to work, ox
to open fresh markets for her-exports. In one venture she could
afford to spend fifty thousand mercenaries, in another rathor more.
If the returns were good, there was no regret felt for the capital
that had been sunk in the investment; more money gotmore men,
and all went on well.”*

Armies composed of foreign mercenaries have in all ages been
as formidable to their employers as to the enemy againstwhom they
were directed. We Lknow of one oceasion (between the first and
gacond Punic wars) when Carthage was brought fo the very brink
of destruction by revolt of her foreign troops. Other mutinies of
the same kind must from time to timel ocemred, Probably
one of these was the 3
at the time of the Athe
ent from the energy with
carlier, and Dionysius
consider her arnil
fare, we persei
brought tog rwithout any
cause, to the legh

and in
loyalty
hisadw
the
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disgraced a division under his command, no mutiny, or even
attempt at mutiny, was ever known in his camp ; and finally, after
fifteen years of Italian warfare, his men followed their old lcaderto
Zama, *“with nofearand little hope,”* and there, on that disastrous
field, stoon firm around him, his Old Guard, till Scipio’s Numidian
allies came up on their flank, when at last, surronnded and over-
powered, the veteran battalions sealed their devotion to their general
by their Llood !

“But if Hannibal's genius may be likened {o the Homerie god,
who, in his hatred to the Trojans, rises from the deep to raliy the
fainting Greeks and to lead them against the enemy, so the calm
courage with which Hector met his more than human adversary in
Lis country’s cause is no unworthy image of the unyielding magna-
nimity displayed by the aristocracy of Rome. As Hannibal utterly
&itllpses Carthage, so, on the contrary, Fabius, Marcellus, Claudius,
Nero, even Seipio himself, are nothing when compared to the spirit,
and wisdom, and power of Rome. The senate, which voted iis
thanks toits political enemy, Varro, after his disastrous defeat, ‘be-
cause he had not despaired of the. commonwealth,” and which
disdained either to solicit, or to reprove, or to threaten, or in any
way to notice the twelve colonies which had refused their aceus-
fomed supplies of men for the army, is far more to be honored than
the conquerer of Zama. This we should the more carefully bear
in mind, because our tendency is to admire individual greatness
far meore than national; and, as o single Roman will bear com-
parison to Hannibal, we are apt to murmur at the event of the

and fo think that the victory was awarded to the least

riny of the combatants, On the contrary, never was the wisdem

of God's providence more manifest than in the issue of the struggle
between Rome and Carthage. It was clearly for the good of man-
kind that Hannibal should be conquered ; hig trinmph would have
stopped the progress of the world ; for great men can only act per-
manently by forming great nations ; and noone men, even though
it wers Hannibal himself, can in one generation effect such a work.
But where the nation has been merely enkindled for a while bya
-great man's spirit, the light passes away with him who communi-
cated it ; and the nation, when he is gone, is like a dead body, to
whieh magic power had for a moment given unnatural life : when
tihe charm has ceased, the bodyis cold and stiff as before. He who
grieves over the battle of Zama should earry on his thoughts toa
period thirty years later, when Hannibal must, in the course of
nature, have been dead, and consider how the isolated Phenician
city of Carthage was fitted to receive and to consolidate the civili-
zation of Greece, or by its laws and institutions to bind together
barbarians of every race and language into an organized empire,

*Ewe advarced to Waterloo as the Greeks did to Thermopyle: all of us
without fear, and mest of us without lope.”—5Speech of General Foy.
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and prepare them for becoming, when that empire was dissolved,
the free members of the commonwealth of Christian Europe.”*

It was in the spring of 207 B. c. that Hasdrubal, after skil-
fully disentangling bhimself and from the Roman forces in Spain,
and after a march conducted with great judgmentand little loss
through the interior of Gaul and the passes of the Alps, appeared
in the country thab now is the north of Lombardy at the head
of troops which he had partly brought out of Spain and partly
levied among the Gauls and Ligurians on his way. Af this time
Hannibal, with his unconquered and seemingly unconguerable
army, had been eight years in Italy, executing with strenuous
ferocity the vow of hatred to Rome which had been sworn by him
while yeb a child at the bidding of his father Hamilear ; who, a8
he boasted, had trained up his three sons, Hannibal, Hasdrubal,
and Mago, like three lion’s whelps, to prey upon the Romans,
But Hannibal's latter campaigns had not been signalized by any
such great victories as marked the first years of his invasion of
Italy. The stern spirit of Roman resolution, ever highest in
disaster and danger, had neither bent nordespaired beneath the
merciless blows which “the dire African” dealt her inrapid sucees-
sion at Trebia, at Thrasymene, and at Cannz. Her population
was thinned by repeated slaughterin the field, poverty and actnal
searcity ground down the survivors, through the fearful ravages
which Hannibal’s cavalry spread through their corn-fields, their
pasture-lands, and their vine-yards; many of her allies went over -
to the invader's side; and new clouds of foreign war threatened her
from Macedoniaand Gaul, But Rome reeeded not. Richand poor
among her citizens vied with emch other in devotion to their
country. The wealthy placed their stores, and all placed their lives
at the state's disposal. And though Hannibal could not be driven
oub of Italy, thongh every year brought its sufferings and sacri-
fices, Rome felt that her constancy had not been exerted in vain.
If she was weakened by the continual strife, so was Hannibal also;
and it was clear that the unaided resources of his army were un-
aqual to the task of her destruction. The single deer-hound could
not pull down the quarry which he had so furiously assailed. .
Rome not only stood fiercely at bay, but had pressed back and
gored her antagonist, that still, however, watched her in act to
spring. She was weary, and bleeding at every pore; and there
geemed to be little hope of her escape, if the other hound of Hamil-
car’s race should come up in time to aid his brother in the death-
grapple.

Hesdrubal had eommanded the Csrthaginian armies in Spain

# Arnold, vol. iil., p.61. The above s ome of the numerons bursts of-elo-
quence that adorn Arnold’s last volume, and cause such deep regres toab
that volume should have beenthe last, and its great and g autnoy have
been cut off with his work thus incomplete.
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for some time with varying but gezerally unfavorable fortune
He had not the full authority over the Funie forces in that coun-
try which his brother and his father had previously exetcised.
Tre faction at Carthage, which was at feud with his family suc-
- i’ £ g and interfering with his power, and obier
5 from fime to time sent int 1in, whose ‘errors and
¢t cansed the reverses that il meb with, This
¥ attested by the Greek historian Polbius, who was the
intimate friend of the younger Africanus, and drew his informa-
tion respecting the second Punie war from the best possibie
thorities. Livygives a long narrative of campaigns between the
Roman commanders in Spain and Hasdrubal, which s so palpably
deformed by fictions and exaggerations as to be hardly deserving
of-attention.®

It is elear that, in the year 208 B. ¢, at least, Hasdrubal out-
maneuvered Puablius Scipio, who held the command of the Roman
forces in Spain, and whose object was to prevent himfrom passing
the Pyrenees and marching upon Italy. Secipio expected that Has-

bal would attempt the nearest route along the coast of: the
terrapean, and he therefore carefully fortified and.guarded
3 of th g nees. But Hasdrubal passed these
aing nesr their western exfremity; and then, with a con-
siderable force of Spanishinfantry, with asmall numberof African
troops, with some elephants and much tressure, he marched, not
directly toward the coast of the Mediterranean, butin a northeastern
line toward the center of Gaul. He halted for the winter in
the territory of the Arverni, the modern Auvergne, and conciliated
or purchased the good will of the Gauls in that region so far that
he not only found friendly winter quarters among them, but great
numbers of them enlisted under him; and on the approach of
spring, marched with him to invade Ltaly.

By thus entering Gaul at the southwest, and avoiding its south-
ern maritime districts, Hasdrubal kept the Romans in complete
ignorance of his precise operations and movements in that coun-
try; all that they knew was that Hasdrubal had bafled Scipio's
attempts to detain him in Spain; that he had crossed the Pyrenees
with soldiers, elephants, and money, and that he was raising fresh
forces among the Gauls, The spring was sure to bring him into
Italy, and then would come the real tempest of the war, when from
the north md from the south the two Carthaginian armies, each
under a son of the Thunderbolt,t were to gather together around
the geven hills of Rome.

In this emergency the Romans looked among themselves earn-

# See the excellent criticismas of Sir Walter Releigh on this, in his * History
of the World,” book v., chap. 1ii., sec. 11,

+ Hamilear was surnamed Barea, which meansthe Thunderboit. Sultan
Bajazet had the similar suraaie of Yilderim. f
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estly and anxiously for leaders fit to meet the pezils of the coming
campaign. ; 5 :

The senate recommended the people to elect, :as one of their
consuls, Cains Claudius Nero, a patrician of one of the familie of
the great Clandian house, - Nero had served during the prec

years of the war both st Hannibal in Italy ond against H

drubalin Spain; buli cmarksal Tie Listories which we
possess record o su as having achieved by him either
hefors or after his great campaign of the Metaurus. It proves
much for the sagacity of the leading men of tie senate that they
recognized in Nero the energy and spirit which were required ub
this erisis, and it is equally creditable tothe patriotism of the pee-
ple that they followed the advice of thesenate by electinga general
who had no showy exploits to recommend him to their choice. .
Tt was a matter of greater difficulty to find a second consul; the
laws required that one consul should be a plebeinn; and the ple-
beian nobility had been feartully thinned by the events of the war.
While the senators anxiously deliberated among themselves what
fit colleague for Nero could be nominated at the coming comitia,
and sorrowfully recalled the mames of Marcellus, Gracchus, mfd
other plebeian generals who werenomore, one taciturn and moedy
old man sat in sullen apathy among the conscript fathers. This
was Marcus Livius, who had been consul in the year before the
beginning of this war, and had then gained a victory over the
Tilyrians, After his consulship he had been 1§:apejachelt_i qeiorc the
peopls on a charge of peculation and unfair division of the spoils
among his soldiers; the verdiet was unjustly given against him,
and the sense of this wrong, and of the indigmity thus put upon
him, had rankled unceasingly in the bosom of I_L.ivi.us, 50 that for
eight years after his trial he had lived in seclusion in his country
seat, taking no part in any affairs of state. Latterly thecensus had
compelled him to come to Romeand resumehis place in the senate,
where he used to sit gloomily apart, giving only a silent vote.
At last an unjust accusation against one of his near kinsmen made
him break silence, and he harangued the house in words of weight
and sensa, which drew attention to him, and taught thg senators
that o strong spirit dwelt beneath that unimposing exterior. Now,
while they were debating on what noble of a plebeian house was:
fit to assume the perilous honors of the consulate, some of the
elder of them looked on Marcus Livius, and remembered that in
the very last triumph which had been celebrated in, the streets of
Rouwe, this'grim old man had sat in the car of victory, and thut be
had offered the last thanksgiving sacrifice for the success of the
Roman arms which had bled before Capitoline Jove. There had
been no trinmphs since Hannibal came into Italy. The Illyran
campaign of Livius wasthe last thathad been so honored; perliaps
i might be destined for him now to renew the long-interrupted
geries. The senators resolved that Livius should be put in nomi-
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nation ag consul with Nero; the people were willing to elect him.:
the only opposition came from himself. He taunted them with
their inconsistency in honoring the man whom they had convicted
of o base crime, **1f I am innocent,”said he, * why did you place
stch a stain on me? If L am guilty, whyam Imore fit for a second
consulship than I was for my first one’ ” The other senators re-
monstrated with him, urging the example of the great Camillus,
who, after an unjust condemnation on 2 similar charge, both
gerved and saved his country. At last Livius ceased fo object; and
Caing Claudius Nero and Marcus Livius were chosen consuls of
"Rome. : :

A quarrel had long existed between the two consuls, and the
senators strove to effect a reconciliation between them before the
campaign, Here again Livius fora long time obstinately resisted
the wish of bLis fellow-senators. He said it was best for the state
that he and Nero should continue to hate one another. Fach
would do his duty better when he knew that he was watched by an
enemy in the person of his own colleague. Af last the entreaties
of the senate prevailed, and Livius consented to forego the
fend, and to co-operate with Nero in preparing ior the coming
struggle.

As soon as the winter snows were thawed, Hasdrubal commenced
his march from Anvergne to the Alps. He expemegced none of
the difficulties which his brother had met with from the mouniain
iribes, Hannibal's army had been the first body of regular troops
that had ever traversed their regions; and, as wild animals assail
a traveler, the natives rose against it instinctively, in 1u.a-gmgd.
defense of their own habitations which they supposed fo be the
objects of Carthaginian ambition. But the fame of the war, with
which Italy had now been convulsed for twelve years, had pene-
trated into the Alpine passes, and the mountaineers NOw under-
stood that a mighty city southward of the Alps was to bg‘attaclced
by the troops whom they saw marching among them. ‘They now
notonly opposed no resistance fo the passage of Hasdrubul, but
many of them, out of the love of enterprise and plunder, or aliured
by the high pay that he offered, took service with him; and thus
he advanced upon Italy with an army that gathered strengthab
every league. It is said, also, that some of the most important
engineering works which Hannibal had constructed wers found
by Hasdrubal still in existence, and materially favored the speed
of his advance. He thus emerged into Italy from the Alpine val-
leys much sooner than had been anticipated. Many warriors of
the Ligurian tribes joined him; and, crossing the River Po, he
marehed down its southern bank to the city of Placentis, which ke
wished to sceureas a base for his future operations. Placentia
rosisted him as bravely asit Lad resisteit Hannibal twelve years
before, and for some time Hasdrubal was cucupied with a fruitleas
slege before its walls,
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Six armies were levied for the defense of Italy when the long
drcaded approach of Hasdrubal wasannounced. Seventy thousand
Romans served in the fifteen legions, of which, with an egual
number of Italian allies, those armies and garrisons were com-
posed. Upward of thirty theusand more Remans were serving in
Sicily, Sardinia, and Spain. The whole number of Roman eitizens
of an age fit for military duty scarcely exceeded a hundred and
thirty thousand, The census taken before the commencement
of the war had shown a total of two hundred and seventy thousand,
which had been diminished by morethan half during twelveyears.
These numbers arve fearfully emphatic of the extremity to which
Rome was reduced, and of her gigantic efforts in that great agony
of her fate. Not merely men, bub money and military stores, were
drained to the utmost ; and if the armies of that year should be
swept off by a repetition of the slaughters of Thrasymeneand
Cannem, all felt that Rome would cease to exist. Even if the cam-
paign were to be marked by no decisive success on eitherside,
her ruin seemed certain, In South Italy, Hannibal had either de-
tachod Rome's allies from her, or had impoverished them by the
ravages of his army. If Hasdrubal could have done the same in
Upper Ttaly; if Etruria, Umbria, and Northern Latium had either
revelted or been laid waste, Rome must have sunk beneath sheer
starvation, for the hostile or desolated territory would have yielded
no supplies of corn for her population, and money to purchase it
from abroad there was none. Instant victory was a matter of life
or death, Three of her six armies were ordered to the north, but
the first of these was required to overawe the disaffected Etruscans,
The second army of the north was pushed forward, under Porcius,
the prator, to meet and keep in check the advanced troops of Has-
drubal ; while the third, the grand army of the north, which was
to be under the immediate command of the consul Livius, who
had the chief command in all North Italy, advanced more slowly
in its support. There were similarly three armies in the south,
under the orders of the other consul, Claudius Nero.

The lot had decided that Livius was to be opposed to Hasdru-
bal, and that Nero should face Hannibal. And “when all was
ordered as themselves thought best, the two consuls went forth of
the city, each his several way. The people of Rome were now
quite otherwise affected than they bad been when L. Emiliug
Paulus and C. Terrentius Varro weresentagainst Hannibal. They
did no longer take upon them to direct their generals, or bid them
dispatch and win the vietory betimes, but rather they stood in
fear lest all diligence, wisdom, and valor should prove too little;
for since few years had passed wherein some one of their generals
had not been slain, and since it was manifest that, if either of
these present consuls were defeated, or put to the worst, the two
Carthaginiang would forthwith join, and make short work with
the other, it seemed a greater happiness than could be expected




