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and some other small states are also given to petty princes, all of
whom remain depeudent(;n lRome.

58-50, Ceesar conquers Gaul. 2 :

54. dC-mssus attacks the Parthians with a Roman ?r“f?y' tbut ]i
overthrown and killed at Carrhe in Mesopotamia. Hl}f ifli-t i?:l?.s
Cassius collects the wrecks of the army, and prevents the Pa

: ering Syria. ;
! 1?}]-2311%[};1; ei%il }war between Cmsar and the Pompelan party.
Egypt, Mauritania, and Pontus are involved in the consequences

this war. : o
Ofti‘i.lq(‘j;esar is killed in the Capitol ; the civil wars are soon re-
O il oF Brtonand Cassids b Ehilippi

42, Death of Brutas and Cassius lippl.

31. De::th of Antony and Cleopatra. Egypt becomes a Roman
proyince, and Augustus Cmsar is left undisputed master of Rome,
and all that is Rome’s.

CEAPTER V.

YICTORY OF ARMINIUS OVER THE ROMAN LEGIONS UNDER
YARUS, A.D. 9,

Hac clade factum ut Imperinm, quod in litore oceani non steterat, in ripa
Rheni fiuminis staret.—FLORUs.

o & traly illustrious Frenchman, whose reverses as a minister
cuE never gbscure his achievements in the world of letters, we ]alra
indebted for the most profound and most eloquent estimate that
we possess of theimportance of the Germanic elementin Europeag
civilization, and of the extent to which the human race is indebte
to those brave warriors who long were the unconquered antago-
nists, and finally became the conguerers, of imperial Rome.

Twenty-three eventful years have passed away since M. Guizob
delivered from the chair of modern history at Paris his course of
lectures on the history of Civilization in Europe. During those
years the spirit of earnest inquiry into the germs and primary de-
velopments of existing institutions has become more and more
active and universal, and the merited celebrity of M_. Guizot's work
has proportionally increased. Tts admirable analysis of the cp!:_ti-
plex political and social organizations of which the modern civil-
ized world is made up, must have led thousands to trace with
keener interest the great crises of times past, by which the char-
peteristics of the present were determined.  The narrative of one
of these great crises, of the epoch . D. 9, when Germany took up

wrms for her independence against Roman invesion, has for us.
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this special attraction—that it forms part of our own national his-
tory. Had Arminius been supine or unsuccessful, our Gerinanic
ancestors would have been enslaved or exterminated in their
original seats along the Eyder and the Elbe, This island would
never have borne the name of England, and ““we, this great Eng-
lish nation, whose race and language are now overrunning tha
[earth, from one end of it to the other,”* would have been utterly
cut off from existence,

Arnold may, indeed, go too far in holding that we are wholly
unconnected in race with the Romans and Britons who inhabited
this country before the coming over of the Saxons; that, *‘nation-
ality speaking, the history of Cmsar’s invasion has no more to do
with us than the natural history of the animals which then
inhabited our forests.” There seems ample evidence to prove

- that the Romanized Celts whom our Teutonic forefathers found

here influenced materially the character of our mation. But the
main stream of our people was and is Germanic. Qur language
alone decisively proves this. Arminiusis far more truly one of
our national heroes than Caractacus; and it was our own primeval
fatherland that the brave German rescued when he slaughtered
the Reman legions eighteen centuries ago, in the marshy glens
between the Lippe and the Ems.t {

Dark and disheartening, even to heroic spirits, must have seemed
the prospects of Germany when Arminius planned’ the general
rising of his countrymen against Rome. Half the land was oceu-
pied by Roman garrisons; and, what was worse, many of the
Germans seemed patiently acquiescent in their state of bondage.
The braver portion, whose patriotism could be relied on, wasill
armed and undisciplined, while the enemy’s troops consisted of
yeteransin the highest state of equipment and training, familiar-
ized with victory, and commanded by officers of proved skill and
valor. The resources of Rome seemed boundless: her tenacity
of purpose was believed to be ‘invincible. There was no hope of
foreign sympathy or aid ; for ““the self-governing powers that had
filled the Old World had bent one efter another before the rising
power of Rome, and had vanished. ‘The earth seemed left void of
independent nations.}

The German- chieftain knew well the gigantic power of the op-
pressor. Arminiuswas no rudé savage, fighting out of mere animal
instinet, or in ignorance of the might of his adversary.” He was
familiar with the Roman language and civilization ; he had served
in the Roman armies ; he had been admitted to the Roman-citizen-
ship, and raised to the rank of the equestrian order. It was part
of the subtle policy of Bome fo confer rank and privileges on the

= Afnold’s “ Lectures on Modern History.”

1 See post, remarks on the relationship betwoen the Cherusic ard the Eng-
dsh. i 1 Banek.
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youth of the leading families in the nations which she wished t.g
enslave, Among other young German chieftains, fs.rmmiusta%
his brother, who were the heads of the nqb_lest liouse,m t 04 In ?{
of the Cherusci, had been selected as fit objects for the exercise, g
this insidious system. Homan refinements and dignities stgcea -
ed in denationalizing the brother who assumed tlﬁeh oman
pame of Flavius, and adhered to Rome throughout all-her wazs
acainst his conntry. Armipius remained unbought by hgn{ors O:i
woalth, uncorrupted by refinement or luxury. He aspire 1d0 ]:f%.'e
obtained from Roman enmity a higher title than ever cofnR ae‘s
peen given him by Roman favor. It is in the page o 'tin;,he
greatest historian that his name has come down fo bs wi
proud addition of * Liberator_ha}ld dubié Germaniz. 5 o
Often must the young cheiffain, while _merhtntmgv o ae}_cp }2'1-
which has thus immortalized him, haye anxiously revo‘l\e in tl:ls
mind the fate of the many great men who had been crunheﬁ in t}ie
attempt which he was about: to renew—the, attempt to stay 3
chariot-wheels of triumphant. Rome. Could he hope to Sc;lcltje{,
where Hannibal and Mithradates had perished?  What had been
the doom of Viriethus? and what warning against van vfﬂqrhwg%
written on the desolate site where Numentia once had flourishe :
Nor was a caution wanting in scenes nearer homae and more re{clent-;
times. The Gauls had fruitlessly struggled for eight yenrs ag;mlf
Casar; and the gallant Vercingetorix, who in t.he_s last yes..‘ti'1 Dd the
war had roused all his countrymen. to msurr_ectxox}, who had cut
off Roman detachments, and brought Ceesar himself to the extremg
of peril at Alesia—he, too, had finally succumbed, had been I?d
captive in Cesar's triumph, and had then been butchered in co
lood in a Roman dungeon, o ;
] It wag true that Rom% was no longer the great military republléc
which for 50 many ages had shattered the kingdoms of the worl -
Her system of government was changed; and after a centur_y c;-
revolution and civil war, she had placed herself under the despo
ism of a single ruler. Butthe discipline of her troops was yet un-
impaired, and her warlike spirit seemed unabated. The first year
of the empire had been signalized by conquests as valuable as a.ns;
gained by the republicin a correspondivg period., It s, grea
fallacy, though apparenily sanctioned by great anthorities, t9 5111113-
pose that the foreign poliey pursued by Augnstus was pac:.n.m:i (5
certainly recommended such a policy to his successors (incertum
metu an per invidiam, Tac., dnn., i., 11, but, he hlx_nself, p.ntﬂ\ AI
minius broke his spirit, had followed a very different comrse.
Besides his Spanish wazs, his generals, in a series qf %pnemlly
agpressive campaigns, had extended the Reman frontier mznll' the
Alps to the Danube, and had reduced into 55@11:-3@&;01} the large
and important countries that now form the territories of all A'ustna

# Taeltus, “Aapals,” i, S8
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south of that river, and of East Switzerland, Lower Wirtemberg
Bayaria, the Valtelline, and the Tyrol. While the progress of the
Roman arms thus pressed the Germans from the south, still more
formidable inroads had been made by the imperial legions on the
west. Roman armies, moving from the province of Gaul, estab-
lished a chain of fortresses along the right as well as the left bank
of the Ithine, and. in a series of victorious campaigns, advanced
their eagles as far as the Elbe, which now seemed added to thelist
of vassel rivers, to the Nile, the Rhine, the Rhone, the Danute,
the 'I'agus, the Seine, and ‘mauny more, that acknowledged the
supremacy of the Tiber. Roman flcets also, suiling from the harbors
of Gaul along the German coasts and up the estuaties, co-operated
with the land-forces of the empire, and seemed to display, even
more decisively than her armies, her overwhelming superiority
over the rude Germanic tribes. Throughout the territory thus in-
vaded, the Romans had, withtheir usnal military skill, established
fortified posts ; and a powerful army of occupation was kept on
foot, ready to move instantly on any spot where any popular out-
break might be attempted.

Vast, however, and admirably organized as the fabric of Roman
power appeared on the frontiers and in the provinces, there was
rottenness at the core. In Rome's unceasing hostilities with foreign
foes, and still more in her long series of desolating civil wars,
the free middle classes of Italy had almost wholly disappeared.
‘Above the. position which they had occupied, an oligarchy of
wealth had reared itself ; beneath that position, a degraded mass
of poverty and misery was fermenting. Slaves, the chance sweep-
ings of every conguered country, shoals of Africans, Sardinians,
Asiatics, Illyrians, and others, made up the bulkof the population
of the Ttalian peninsula. The foulest proflicacy of manners was
general in all ranks. Tn universal weariness of revolution and
civil war, and in consciousness of being too debased for self-gov-
ernment, the nation had submitted itself to the absolute authori
of Augustus. Adulation was now the chief function of the senate;
and the gifts of genius and accomplishments of art were devoted
to the elaboration of eloquently false panegyrics upon the prince
and his favorite courtiers. 'With bitter indignation must the Ger-
man chieftain have beheld all this, and contrasted with it the
rough worth of his own counirymen: their bravery, their fidelity
to their word, their manly independence of spirit, their love of
their national free institutions, and their loathing of every pollu-
tion and meanness. Above all, he must have thought ‘of tha
domestic virtues that hallowed a German home; of the respect thers
shown to the female character, and of the pure affection by which
that respect was repnid. His soul must have burned witlin bim
%t- the contemplation of such a race yiclding to these debased
talians. ;

Btill, to" persuade the Germans to combine, in spite of their
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frequent feuds among themselves, in one sudden outbreak against
Rome: to keep the scheme concealed from the Romans until the
hour for action armived; and then, without possessing a single
walled town, without military stores, without training, to teach
his insurgent countrymen to defeat veteran armies end storm for-
tifications, seewed so perilous an enterprise, that probably Armin-
ius would have receded from it had not a stromger feeling even
than patrictism urged him on, Among the Germans of high rank
who had most readily submitted to the inyaders, and become zeal-
ous partisans of Roman autherity, wasa chieftain nam ed Segestes.
His daughter, Thusnelda, was pre-eminent among the noble
maidens of Germany. Arminius had sought her hand in marriage;
Lt Segestes, who probably discerned theyoung chief’s disaffection
to Rome, forbade his suit, and strove to preclude all communica-
¢ion between him and his daughter. Thusnelda, however, sym-
pathized far more with the heroic spirit of her lover than with the
time-serving policy of her father. An elopement bafiled the pre-
cantions of Segestes, who, disappointed in his hope of preventing
the marriage, accused Arminius before the Roman goyernor of hay-
ing carried off his daughter, and of planning treason against Rome.
Thus assailed, and dreading to see his bride torn from him by the
officials of the foreign oppressor, Arminius delayed no longer, but
bent ull his energies to organize and execute a general insurrec-
tion of the great mass of his countrymen, who hitherto had sub-
mitted in sullen hatred to the Roman dominion.

A'change of governors had recently taken place, which, while it
materially favored the ultimate success of the insurgents, served,
by the immediate aggravation of the Roman oppressions which it
produced, to make the native population more universally eager
to take arms. 'Tiberius, who was afterward emperor, had recently
been recalled from the command in Germany,and sent into Pan-
ponia to put down a dangercus revolt which had broken out
ugainst the Romans in that province. The German palriots were
thus delivered from the stern supervision of one of the most suspi-
cious of mankind, and were also relieved from having to contend
against the high military talents of a veteran commander, who
thoroughly understood their national character, and also the na-
ture of the country, which he himself had principally subdued.
TIn the room of Tiberius, Augustus sent into Germany Quintilius
Varus, who had lately returned from the proconsulate of Syria.
Varus was a true representative of the higher classes of the Ro-
mans, pmong whom a general taste for literature, a keep suscepti-
bility to all intellectual gratifications, a minute acquaintance with
the principles and practice of their own national jurisprudence, &
careful training in the schools of the rhetoricians and a fondness
for either partaking in or watching the intellectual strife of foren-
sic oratory, had become generally diffused, without, however,
aaving humanized the old Roman spirit of cruel indifference for
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human feelings and human sufferings, and without acting as the
least checks on principled avarice and®mbition, or on habitual
and gross profligacy.+ Accustomed to govern the depraved and
d_ebase{{ natives of Syria, a country where courage in man and
virtue in woman had for centuries been unknown, Varus thought
that he might gratify his licentious and rapacious passions with
equal impunity among the high-minded sons and pure-spirited
daughters of Germany.* When the general of an army sets the
example of outrages of this description, he is soon faithfully imi-
tated by his officers, and surpassed by his still more brutal sol-
diery. The Romans now habitually indulged in those violations
of the sanctity of the domestic shrine, and those insults upon
honor and modesty, by which far less gallant spirits than those of

: 3
our Teutonic ancestors have often been maddened into insurrec-

tion.

Arminius found among the other German chiefs many who
sympathized with him in his indignation at their country’s abase-
ment, and many whom private wrongs had stung yet more deeply.
There was little difficulty in collecting bold leaders for an attack
on the oppressors, and little fear of the population not rising
readily at those leaders’ call. But to declare open war against
Rome, and to encounter Verus's army in a pitched battle, would:
have been merely rushing upon certain destruction. Varus had
three legions under him, a force which, after allowingifor detach-
ments, cannot be estimated at less thanfourteen thousand Roman
infantry. He had also eight or nine hundred Roman cavalry, and
atleast an equal number of horse and foot sent from the allied
states, or raised among other provincials who had not received the
Roman franchise.

It was not merely the number, but the quality of this force that
made them formidable ; and, however contemptible Varus might
be as a general, Arminius well knew how admirably the Boman

* I cannot forbear quoting Macaulay’s beautiful lines, wh h
scribes how slmilar outrages in the i es ¢ g & itie ke
Relans to rise against theagatﬂclanse : Sy Y o S

Heap heavier still the fetters ; bar closer still the grate;

FPatient as sheep we yield us up unto your cruel hate.

But by the shades beneath us, and by the gods above,

Add n(it unto your cr’;i.el hate your still more cruel love.

£ 3 ="

Then leave the poor plebelan his single tie to lite—
The sweet, sweet love of daughter, of sister, and of wife,
The gentle speech, the balm for all that his vex’d soul endures,
The kiss in which he half forgets even such o yoke as yours.
Stilllet the maiden’s beauty swell the father’s breast with pride;
8till letthe bridegroom’s arms enfold an unpolluted bride, :
%ﬂ?ﬁﬁ ;2? ég%}(c)piabclle 1;'11'0111_%',"5119 unutterable zahameb

i ward’s heart to steel, the sluggard's blood to flame:
Lest when our Iatest hope 1s fled e taste of i, despair, H:
And learn by proof, in some wild hour, how much the wretched dare,
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armies were organized and officered, and how perfectly the legion.
aries understood every mAheuver and every duty which the vary-
ing emergencies of a stricken field mightrequire. Otratagem was,
therefore, indispensable; and it was necessary to blind Varus to
heir schemes until a favorable opportunity should arrive for strik-

*ing a decisive blow.

For this purpose, the German confederaxes frequented the head-
quarters of Varus, which seem tohave been near the center of the
modern country of Westphalia, where the Roman general conduct-
ed himself with all the arrogant security of the zoyvernor of & per-
faetly submissive province.' There Varus gratified at once his
vanity, his rhetorical tastes, and his avarice, by holding conrts, to
which he summoned the Germans for the settlement of all their
disputes, whilea bar of Roman advocates attended  to argue: tha
cases before the tribunal of Varus, who did nob omit the opportu-
nity of exncting court-fees and accepting bribes. Varus trusted
implieitly to the respect which the Germans pretended to pay to
his abilities as a judge, and to the interest which they affected to
take in the forensic eloguence of their conquerers. Meanwhile, a
siecession of heavy rains rendered the couniry more difficult for
the operations of regular troops, and Arminins, seeing that the in-
fatuation of Varus was complete, secretly directed the tribes near
the Weser and the Ems to take np arms in open revolt against the
Romars, - This was represented to Varus as an -occasion which re-
quired his prompt attendanceatthe spot ; but he was kept in stud-
jed ignorance of its being pait of a concerted national rising ;and
he still looked on Arminius as his submissive vassal, whose aid he
might rely onin facilitating the march of his troops against the
rebels, and in extingnishing the local disturbance. e therefora
set his army in motion, and marched eastward in & line parallel
fo the course of the Lippe. For some distance his routelay along
a level plain ; but arriving at the tract between the curve of the
upper patt of that stream and the sources of the Ems, the countiry
assumes a very differentcharacter ; and herg, in the terrifory of the
modern litile principality of Lippe, it was that Avminius had fixed
the scene of his-enterprise.

A woody and hilly regian intervenes between the heads of the
two rivers, and forms the water-shed of their streams. This region
gtill retains the name ( Teutoberger wald — Teutobergiensissaltus)
which it bore in the days of Arminius., The nature of the ground
has probably also remained unaltered. The eastern part of it,
zound Detmold, the modern capital of the principality of Lippe, is
described Dby a modern German scholar, Dr. Plate, as being a
“table-land intersected by mumerous deep and narrow valleys,
which in some places form small plains, surrounded by steep
mountains and rocks, and only accessible by marrow defiles.
All the valleys are traversed by rapid streams, shallow in the dry
season, but subject to sudden swellings in autmmn and winter,
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The ‘vast forests which cover the summits and slopes of the hills
consist chiefly of oak ; there islittle underwood, and both menand
horse would move with ease in the forests if the ground were not
broken by gulleys, orrendered impracticable by fallen trees.”
This is the district to which Varus is supposed to have marched ;
and Dr. Plate adds, that ‘“the names of several localities on and
near that spot seem to indicate that a great battle has once been
fought there. We find the names *das Winnefeld® (the field of
victory ), *dié Knochenbahn’ (the bone-lane), ‘die Knochenleke’
( i:klxm b?l:e-bronk ), ‘der Mordkessel” ( the kettle of slaughter), and
others.”

Contrary to the usual strict principles of Roman diseipline,
Varushad suifered his army to be accompanied and impeded bya
immense train of baggage-wagons and by a rabble of camp follow-
ers, as if his troops had been merely changing their quarters in a
friendly country. When the long array quitted the firm level
ground, and began to wind its way among the woods, the marshes,
glnd the ravines, the difficulties of the march, even without the
intervention of an armed foe, became fearfully apparent. In
many places, the soil, sodden with rain, was impracticable for
cavalry, and even for infantry, until trees had been felled, and a
rude canseway formed through the morass. :

The duties of the engineer were familiar to all who served in
the Roman armies. ‘But the crowd and confusion of the columns
embarassed 1he working - parties of the soldiery, and in the midss
of their toil and disorder the word was suddenly passed through
their xanks that the rear guard was attacked by the barbarians.
Varus resolved on pressing forward; bub a heavy discharge of
missiles from the woods on either flank taunght him how serious
was the peril, and he saw his best men falling round him without
the opportunity of retaliation; for bis light-armed auxilinties, who
were principally of Germanic race, now rapidly deserted, and:it
was lnpossible to deploy the legionaries on such broken ground
for a charge against the enemy. Choosing one of the most open
and firm spots which they could force their way to, the Romans
halted for the night; and, faithful to their national diseipline and
tactics, formed their camp amid the harassing attacks of the
rapidly thronging foes, with the celaborate toil and systematic
skill, the traces of which are impressed permanently on the soil
of so many Kuropean countries, attesting the presence in the olden
time of the Imperial eagles,

On the morrow the Romang renewed their march, the veteran
officers who served under Varus now probably directing the oper-
ations, and hoping to find the Germans drawn up to meet them:
in which case they relied on their own superior discipline and

# ] am dndebted for much valuable information on this subject to my

friend, Mr. Henry Pearsen. :
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tactics for such a vietory as should resssure the supremaey of
Rome. But Arminius was far too sage a commander to lead on
his followers, with their unwieldy broadswords and inefficient de-
fensive armor, against. the: Roman legionaries, fully armed with
helmeé, cuirass, greaves, and shield, who were skll!ed tq COMmEnce
the conflict with a murderous«volley -of heavy javelins, hurled
upon the foe when a few yards distant, and then, with their g;}_mrt.
cut-and-thrust swords, to hew their way through all opposmon,
preserving the utmost steadiness and coolness, and- obeying each
word of command in the midst-of strife and slaughter with the
same precision and alertness as if upon parade.* Arminius
suffered the Romans to march out from their camp, to dorm first
in line for action, and then in column for marching, without the
show of opposition. Tor some distance Varus was allowed to
move on, only harassed by slight skirmishes, bub struggling with
difficalty throngh the broken ground, the toil and distress of his
men beingaggravated by heavy torrents of rain, which burst upon
the devoted legions; as if the angry sods of Germany were pouring
out the vials of their wrath upon the invaders. After some little
timé their van approached a ridgs of high woody ground, which is
ong of the ofisheots of the great Hercynian forest, 'and is situate
between the modern villages of Driburg and Bielefeld. - Arminius
had caused barricades of hewn trees to be formed here, so as to
add to the natural difficulties of the passage.  Fatigue and dis-
couragement now began fo betray themselves in the Roman ranks.
Their line becams less steady; baggage wagons were abandoned
rom the impossibility of forcing them along; and, as this happen-
ed, many soldiers lef} their ranks and crowded round the wagons
%o secure the most valuable portions of their property: each was
busy about his own affairs, and purposely siow:in-hearing the
word of cammand from his officers. - Arminius now gave tha sig-
nal for a general attack. The fierce shouts of the Germans pealed
through the gloom of the forests, and in thronging multitudes
they assailed the flanks of the invaders, pouring in clouds of darts
on the encumbered legionaries, as they straggled up the glens or
floundered in the morasses, and watching every opportunity of
charging through the intervals of the disjointed column, and so
cutting off the communication between its several brigades. Ar-
miniug, with a chosen band - of personal retainers round him,
Jeheered on his countrymen by voice and example. He.and his
“men aimed their weapons pasticularly at the horses of the Roman
cavalry.  The wounded animals, slipping about in the mire and
their own blood, threw their riders and plunged among the ranks
of the legions, disordering all round them. Varus now ordered

= Seg Gibbon's description (vol i, chap. 1) of the Roman regions in the
thme of Augustus; und see the description in Tacitus, < Ann.™ Hbil, of the
BUDsequent Duttles bofwesn Cecina and Armining. . :
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the troops to be countermarched, in'the hope of reaching the
nearest Roman garrison on the Lippe.* But retreat now was as
impracticable as advance; and the falling back of the Romansg
only aungmented the courage of their assailants, and caused fiercer
and more frequent charges on the flanks of the disheartened
srmy. The Roman officer who commanded the cavalry, Numon-
ius Vala, rode off with his squadrons in the vain hope of escaping
by thus abandoning his comrades. Unable to keep together, or
force their way across the woods and swamps, the horsemen were
overpowered in detail, and slanghtered to the last man, ~ The Ro-
man infantry still held together and resisted, but more through

the instinet of discipline and bravery than from any hope of suc-

cess or escape.  Varus, after being severely wounded in a charge
of the Germans against his part of the column, committed suicide
to avoid falling into the hands of those whom he had exasperated
by his oppressions.  One of the licutenant generals of the army
fell fighting ; the other surrendered to the enemy. But mercy to
a fallen foe had never been a Roman virtue, and those among her
legions who now laid down their arms in hope of 'quarter, drank

-deep of the cup of suffering, which Rome had held to the lips of

many a brave but unfortunate enemy. The infuriated Germens
slaughtered their oppressors with deliberate ferocity, snd those
prisoners who were not hewn to picces on the spot were only pre-
served o perish by a more cruel death in cold blood.

The bulk of the Roman army fought steadily and stubbornly,
frequently repelling the masses of assailants, but gradually losing
the compactness of their array, and becoming weaker and wesker
beneath the incessant shower of darbs and the reiteratéd assaults
of the vigorous and unencumbéred Germans. At last, in a series
of desperate attacks, thecolumn waspierced through and through,
two of the eagles captured, and the Roman hostwhich on the yester
morning had marched forth in such pride and might, now broken
up into confused fragments, either fell fishting beneath the over-
powering numbers of the enemy, or perished in the swamps and
woods in unavailing ‘efforts at flight.. Few, very feiw; ever saw
again the left bank of the Rhine. Omne body of brave veterans,
arraying themselves in a ring on a little mound, beat off: every

* The circumstances of the early partof thebattle which Arminius fought
with Cemecina six years afterward evidently resembled those of his battle
with Varus, and the result was very near being the same : I have therefore
adopted part of the description which Pacitus gives (- Annal., lib., i, ¢, 65)
of the last-mentioned ‘engagement:; ** NXeque tamen Arminius, quamaquam
Iibero ineursu, statim prorupit: sed ut haesere ¢eeno fossisqueimpedimenta,
turbati elreum milites; incertus signorum orde; utque tali in tempore sibi
quisgue properus, et lente adversum mperia aures, irrumpore Germanos
ﬂ.;é:-et, clamitans ¢ En varus, et eodem iterum fato victs legiones!? Simal

¢, et cum delectis scindit agmen, equisque maxime vulnera ingerit; illi
sanguine sud et lubrico paludum lapsentes, excussis rectoribus, disjicers
Obvios, proterere jacentes.’ ™ - . : ¥
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charge of the Germans, and prolonged their honorabla resistance
to the close of that dreadful day: The traces of a feebleatternpt at
forming a diteh and mound attested in after years the spot where
the last of the Romans passed their nightof suffering and despair.
But on the morrow this remnpant also, worn out with hunger,
wounds, and toil; was charged by the victorious Germans, and
sither massacred on the spot, or offered up in fearful rites at the
ultars of the deities of the old mythology of the North.

A gorge in the mountain ridge, through which runs the modern
road between Paderborn and Pyrmont, leads from the spot whers
the heat of the battle raged to the Extersteine, a cluster of bold
and grotesque rocks of sandstone, near which is a_small sheet of
water, overshadowed by a grove of aged trees. According to local
tradition, this wasone of the sacred groves of the ancient Germans,
and it was here that the Roman captives were slain in'sacrifice by
the victorions warriors of Arminius.* ; g

Never was & victory more decisive, never was the liberation of
an oppressed people more instantaneous and complete. Through-
out Germany the Roman garrisons were assailed and cuf off; and,
within a few weeks after Varus had fallen, the German soil ‘was
freed from the foot of an invader. :

At Rome the tidings of the battle were received with an agony
of terror, the reports of which we should deem exaggerated, did
they not come from Roman historians themselves. They not only
tell emphatically how greatwas the awe which the Romans felt of
the prowess of the Germans, if their various tribes could be
brought to unite for a common purpose, f but also they revéal how
weakened and debased the population of Italy had become. . Dion
Cassius says (lib. lvi., sec: 23), «Then Augustus, when he heard
the calamity of Varus, rent his garment, and was in great affliction
for the troops he had lost, and for terror respecting the Germans
and the Gauls. And his chief alarm was, that he expected them
to push on against Ifaly and Rome; and there remained - no
Roman youth fit for military duty that were worth speaking of,
and the allied populations, that were at all serviceable, had been
wasted away. Yet he prepared for the emergency as well as his
_means allowed ; and when none of the citizens of wmilitary age

were willing to enlist, he made them cast lots, and punished by

* & Lucis propinquis barbarg are, apud quas tribunos-ac primorum or‘[
dinum centuriones mactaverant.”—TAcITus, Ann., 1ib. 1., ¢ 6L

+ It is clear that the Romans followed the policy of fomenting dissensions
and wars of the Germans among themselves. See the thirty-second section
of the ** Germania ¥ of Tacitus, where he mentions the destruction of the
Bructeri by the neighboring trives; * Favore guodam ergamos deorum:
nam ne specteeulo quidem preelil invidere ; super Ix. millia nou armis tel-
isque Romanis; sed quod magnificentius est, oblectationi oculisque cecide-
runt. Maneat qusso, duretque gentibus, sl non aIor nostri, at certe odium
sul : guando urgentibus imperil fafls, ‘hihil Jam preestare $0or tuna majiy
potest quam hostium diseerdlam.’”
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confiscation of goods and disfranchisement every fifth man among
those under thirty-five, and every tenth man of those above that
age. At last, when he found that not even thus conld he make
many come forward, he put some of them to death.” So he made
a conscnptigm of discharged veterans and of emancipated glaves,
aqu, collecting as large a foree as he could, sent it, under Tiberius,
with'afl speed into Germany,” Gt

;. Dion mentions, also, a number of terrific portents that were be-
]_-c.ved_bo have occurred at the time, and the narration of which
is'not immaterial, as it shows the state of the public' mind, when
such things were so believed in'and so interpreted. The summits
of tlie Alps were said to have fallen, and three columns of fire fo
have blazed up from'them. ' In the Campus Martius; the temple of
the ‘war-god, from whom the founder of Rome had sprung, was
struck” by a thunderbolt. The nightly heavens glowed several-
times, as if onfire. Many comets blazed forth together; and fiery
meteors shaped like spears, had shot from the nerthern quarter
of the sky down into the Roman’'camps. It was said, too, that a
statie of Vietory, which had stood ata place on the frontier, point-

ing the way toward Germany, had, of its own accord, turned

round, and now pointed to Italy. Theseand other prodigies were

believed by the multitude to" accompany the slaughter of Varus's

legions, and to manifest the anger of the gods' asainst Rome.

Augustus himself was not free from superstition ; but on this

oceasion no supernatural terrors were needed to increase the alarm

and grief that he felt, and which made him, even months after the

news of the battle had arrived, often beat his head against the

wall, and exclaim, *Quintilius Varns, give me back mvc legions.”

'We_: llearn this from his biographer Suetonius ; and, indeed, every

ancient writer who alludes to the overthrow of Varus attests the

importanece of the blow against the Roman power, and the bitter-

ness with which it was felt.*

The Germans did not pursue their victory beyond their own
territory ; but that victory secured at ones and forever the inde-
peﬂ‘de.nce of the Tentonic race. TRome sent, indeed, her legions,
again into Germany,to parade a temporary superiority, but all hopes
of permanent conquests were abandoned by Augustus and his suc-
Cess0rs,

The blow which Arminius had struck never was forgotten. ~ Ro-
man fear dlsgulsed itself under the specious title of moderation,
and the Rhine became the acknowledged boundary of the two
nations until the fifth century of our era, when the Germans' be-
came the assailants, and carved with their conquering swords the
provinces of imperial Rome into the kingdoms of modern BEu-
rope. 3

P : : 2

* Florus expresses its effect most pithily: ** Ha f
Rerl};m quod’in litore ogeant non st?ég;{:{, in rip?z. %ﬂ%.lmlfmmnis_wm Bﬁ;t:geiir.?’:




