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) d thrice
the.dread words, striking his brow. an
]C;%edhe aloud in anguish, * Varus| Varus!

Give back my leglons, Varus!” ;
And now the world-wide conquerors shrunk and feared

therland and home,
?I('gl?]aa.nc% to raise; and "rE\ongst‘. those false to Rome

The death-lotrolled,* and still they shrunk and feared;

«For she her face hath turned ; e

The victor goddess.” cried. those cowards—{ ?ir ay

Be it —*from Hﬂnﬁ and Rr%ISdans’ and her day
»—and still he mou .

E‘n%ogr{ed aloud in anguish, “ Varus! Varus!

Give back my legions, Varusl”t

SyNopsis OF EVENTS BETWEEN ARMINIUS'S VICTORY OVER VARUS
AND THE BATTIE oF CHALONS.

omans commence the conquest of Britain, Clau-
digé Emiz tEc]ale ]]%mperor of Rome. ‘The population of this 1513?1(1
was then Celtic. In about forty years all the tribes south of the
Clvde were subdued, and their land made a Roman proyinee. :
5360 Successful campaigns of the Roman general Corbule
1 rthians. :
aggfsgﬁztﬁ?ersecutions of the Christians at Rome under Nero.
68-70. Civil wars in the Roman world. The Emperors Nelrlo,
Galba, Otho, and Vitellius cut off successively by violent deaths.
V' si ecomes Emperor. ;
J e??ga?z&galem destro]Ped by the Romans under Titus.
g3, Futile cttack of Domitian on the Germans. :
86. Beginning of the wars between the Romans and the Dacians.
" 98.117. Trajen emperor of Rome. Under him the empire acé
quires its greatest teritorial extent by his conquests in Dacia a}:)x
in-the East. = His successor, Hgdnan, abandons the provinces be-
yond the Euphrates w};ich Trajan had conguered.
-180. Era of the Antonines. |
ig%ﬁg Erlaong and desperate war between Rome and a greai
confederacy of the German nations. Marcus Antoninus at las
seeds in repelling them. 7
SR;EB—IQT. Ci\gl ware throughout the Roman world. Severus b:.—
comes emperor, He relaxes the discipline of the soldiers. After
hie death in 211, the series of military insurrections; civil wars,
and murders of emperors recommences.

995, Artaxerxes (Ardisheer) overthrows the Parthian and restores

the Persian kingdom in Asia. He attacks the Roman possessions
4rthe East. =7 ;

* , p. 139, g
t El;eﬁéggrgaéjen this translation from an anonymous writer in ‘Frazer,”

two years ago.
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250. The Goths invade the Roman provinces. ‘The Emperor
Decius is defeated and slain by them,

253-260. The Franks and Alemanni invade Gaul, Spain, and
Africa. The Goths attack Asia Minor and Greece. The Persians
conquer Armenia. Their king, Sapor, defeats the Roman Emperor
Valerian, and takes him prisoner. General distress of the Roman
empire,

268-283. Tho Emperors Claudins, Aurclian, Tacitus; Probus,

and Carus defeat the various enemies of Rome, and restore order
in the Roman state.
. 285. Diocletian divides and reorganizes the Roman empire,
After his abdication in 305 a fresh series of civil wars and confus-
lon ensues. Constantine, the first Christian emperor, reunites the
empire in 324,

330. Constantine makes Constantinople the seat of empire instead
of Rome,

363. The Emperor Julian js killed in action agninst the Persians.

364-375. The empire is again divided, Valentinian being Em-
peror of the West, and Valens of the East. Valentinian repulses
the Alemanni, and other German invaders from Gaul, Splendor
of the Gothic kingdom under Hermanric, north of the Danube.

375-395. The Huns attack the Goths, who implore the protection
of the.Roman emperor of the East. The Goths are allowed to pass
the Danube, and to settle in the Roman provinées. A warsoon

breaks out between them and the Romans, and the Emperor Valens
and his ormy aré destroyed by them. They ravage the Roman
territories. The Emperor Theodosius reduces them to submission,
They retain settlements in Thrace and Asis Minor.

395. Final division of the Roman empire between Arcadius nnd
Honorius, the two sons of Theodosins. The Goths revaolt, and under
Alaric attack various parts of both the Roman empires. :

410. Alaric takes the city of Rome.

412, The Goths march into Gaul, and in 414 into Spain, which
had been invaded by hosts of Vandals, Suevi, Alani, and ether
Germanic nations. Britain is formally sbandoned by the Roman
empire of the West.

428. Genserie, king of the Vandals, conquers the Roman province
of North Africa.

441, The Huns attack the Fastern empire. 4

CHAPTER VL
TEE BATTLE OF CHALONS, A, D. 451,

The discomfiture of the mighty attempt of Attilato found a new anfl-
Christian dyuasty upon tie wicck of the temporal power of Rome, at the




ke

S
e

T T aee——

128 DECISIVE BATTLES.

end of the term of twelve hundred years to which its duration had been
Iimited by the forebodings of the heathen.—-HERBERT.

A proap expanse of plains, the Campi _Catalaunici of “the an-
cients, spreads, far and wide around the city.of Chalons, in the
northeast of France, Thelongrows of poplais, through which the
River Marne winds its way, and afew thinly-scattered villages, aro
almost the only objects that vary the monotonous aspect of the
greater part of this region. But about five miles from Chalons,
Rear the little hamlets of Chape and Cuperly, the ground is in-
dented and heaped up in ranges of grassy mounds and trenches, .
which attest the work of man’s hands in ages past, and which, to
the practiced eye, demonstrate that this quiet spot has once been
the fortified position of a huge military host.

Local tradition gives to these ancient earth-works the name of
Attila’s Camp. Nor is thereany reason to question the correctness
of the title, or to .doubt that behind these yery ramparts it was
‘that 1400 yearsago the most powerful heathen king that ever ruled
in Europe mustered the remnants of his vast army, which had
striven on these plains against the Christiansoldiery of Thoulouse
and Rome,  Here it was that Attila prepared to resist to the death
his vietors in the field ; and here he heaped up the treasures of
his camp into cne vast pile, which was to be his fu:lnern_]. pyre
should Lis camp be stormed. It was here that the Gothie and
I alinn forces watched, but dared nob assail their enemyin his
despair, after that great and terrible day of battle when

“The sound
Of conflict was o'erpast, the shout of all
Whom earth could send from her remotest bounds,
Heathen or faithfnl; from thy hundred mouths,
That feed the Caspian with Riphean Snows.
Huge Volga! from famed Hypanis, which once
Cradled the Hun: from all the countless realms
Between Imaus and that utmost strand
Where columns of Herculean rock confront
The blown Atlantic; Roman. Goth, and Hun,
And Seythian strength of chivairy. that tread
The cold Codanian shore, or What far lands
Inhospitable drink Cimmerian floods,
Franks, Saxons. suevie, and Sarmatian chiefs,
And who irom green Armorica or spain
Flocked to the work of death. ™

The victory which the Roman general, Aetius, with his Gothio
gllies, had then gained over the Huns, was the la:st victory of im-
perial Rome. Butamong the long Fasti of her triumphs, few can
be found thatfor their importance and ultimate benefitto mankind,
are comparable with this expiring effort of her arms. Tt did not,
indeed,open to her any new career of conguest—it did not consoli-

= Herbert's ‘*Attila,’ book 1, line 13,

DATTLE OF CHALONS. 127

date the relics of her power—it did not turn the rapid ebb of her
fortunes. The mission of imperial Rome was, in ‘truth, already
accomplished. She had received and transmitted through her once
ample dominion the civilization of Greece. She had broken up
the barriers of narrow nationalities among: the various states and
tribes that dwelt around the coasts of the Mediterrannean, She had
fused these and many other races into one organized empire, bound
together by a community of laws, of government, and institutions.
Under the shelter of her full power the True Faith had drisen in
the earth, and during the years of her decline it had been nour-
ished to matuarity, it had overspread all the provinces that ever
obeyed her sway.* Tor no beneficial purpese to mankind could
the dominion of the seven-hilled city have been restored or pro-
longed. But it was all-imporiant to mankind what nations shonld
divide'among them Rome's rich inheritanco of empire. Whether,
the Grermanic and Gothie warriors should form states and king-
doms out of the fragments of her dominions, and become the frée
members of the comnonwealth of Christian Europe ; or whether
pagan savages from the wilds of Central Asia, should crush the
relics of classio: eivilization and the early institutions of the
Christianized Germans in one hopeless chaos of barbaric con-
quest. The Christian Visigoths of King Theodoric fought and
friumphed at Chalons side by side with the legions of Aefius.
Their joint victory over the Hunnish host not only rescued for a
time from destruction the old ags of Rome, but preserved for cen-
turies of power nud glory the Germanie element in the civilization
of modern Europe. :
In order to estimate the full importance to mankind of the battle
of Chalons, we must keep steadily in mind who and what the Ger-
mans wers, and the important distinctions between them and the
numerous other races that assailed the Roman empire ; and itis to
be understood that the Gothic and Scandinavian nations are in-
cluded in the German race. Now, “‘in two remarkable traits, the
Germans differed from the Sarmatie as well as from the Slavie na-
tions, and, indeed, from all those other races to whom the Greeks
and Romans gave the designation of barbarians. Ialludetotheir
personal freedom and regard for therights of men ;secondly, to the
respeetpaid by them to the female sex, and the chastity for which
the latter' were celebrated among the people of thie North.,  Thess
were the foundations of that probity of character, self-respect; and
purity of manners which may be traced among the Germans.and
Goths even during pagen times, and which, wien their sentiments
were enlightened by Christianity, - brought out those splendid
traits of character which distinguish the age of chivalry and ro-
mance.”f  What the intermixture of the German stock with the

~ * See the Introduction to Ranke’s ¢ History of the Popes.”
+ See richard’s * Kesearches into the Physical History of Man,» vol. iL,
P 423,
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classic, at the fall of the Western empire, has done for mankind,
may:-be best felc by watching, with Arnold, ever how large a poz-
tion of the earth the influence of the German element is now ex-
tended,

¢« It affocts, more or less, the whole west of Europe, from the
head of the Gulf of Bothnia to the most southern promontory of
Sicily, from the Oder and the Adriatic to the Hebrides and fo Lis-
bon. It is true that the language spoken over a large portion of
tliis space is not predominantly German ; but evenin France, and
Ttaly, and Spain, the influence of the Franks, Burgundians, Visi-
goths, Ostrogoths, and Lombards, while it has colored even the

language, has in blood and institutions left its mark legibly and

indelibly, Germany,theLow countries; Switzerland for the most
part, Denmark, Norway, and Sweden;and our own islands, are all
in language, in blood, and in institutions, German most decidely,
Butall South America is peopled with Spaniards and Portuguese;
all North America, and all Australia, with Englishmen. I say
nothing of the prospects and influence of the German race in
Africa and in India; it is enough to say that half of Europe, and all
America and Australia, are German, more or less completely, in
race, in language; or in institutions, or in all.”*

By the middle of the fifth century, Germanic nations had settled °

themselves in many of the fairest regions of the Roman empire,
had imposed their yoke on the provincials, and had undergone,
to a considerable extent, that moral conquest which the arts and
refinements of the vanguished in arms have so often achieved over
the rough victor. The Visigoths held the north of Spain, and
Gaul south of the Loire. Franks, Alemanni, Alans, and Burgun-
_ dians had established themselves in other Gallic provinees, and the
Suevi were masters of a large southern portion of the Spanish
peninsula, . ‘A king of the Vandals reigned in North Africa:and
the Ostrogoths had firmly planted themselves in the provinces
north of Italy. Of these powers and principalities, that of the
Visigoths, under their king Theodoric, son of Alaric, was by far
the first in power and in civilization.

The pressure of the Huns upon Europe had first been felt in the
fourth century of our era. They had long been formidable to the
Chinese empire, but the asecendency in arms which another
nomadie fribe of Central Asia, the Sienpi, gained over them, drove
the Huns from their Chinese conguests westward ; and this move-
ment once being communicated to the whole chain of barbaric
nations that dwelt northward of the Black See and the Roman
empire, tribe after tribe of savage warriors broke in upon the bar-
riers of civilized Europe, * Velut unda supervenit undam.” The
Huns crossed the Tanais into Europe in 875 and rapidly rednced
to subjection the Alans, the Ostrogoths, and other tribes that

* Arnold’s ** Lectures on Modern History,” p. 85.
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were then dwelling elong the course of the Danube. The armies
of the Roman emperor that tried to check their progress were cub
to pieces by them, snd Pannonia and other provinces scuth of the
Danube were speedily occupied by the vietorious' cavalry of these

newinvaders. Not merely the degenerate Romans, but the bold

and hardy warriors of Germany and Scandinavia, were appalled at

the number, the ferocity, the ghastly appearance and the lighining--
like rapidity of the Huns. Strange and loathsome legends were

coined and credited, which attributed their arigin to the union of

“ Secret, black, and midnight hags,

with the eyil spirits of the wilderness. *

Tribe after tribe, and city after city, fell before them. Then
came a pause in their career of congucst in southwestern Europe,
causedprobably by dissensions among their chiefs, and also by
their arms being employed in attacks upon the Scandinavian na-
tions, Buf when Attila (or Atzel, as he 18 called in the Hungarian
language) became their ruler, the torrent of their arms was
directed with augmented terrors upon the west and the sonth, and
their myriads marched beneath the gnidance of one master-mind
to the overthrow both of the new and the old powers of the earth.
Recent events have thrown such a sirong interest over every
thing connected with the Hungarian name, that even the terrible
renown of Attila now impresses us the more vividly through our
sympathizing admiration of the exploits of those who claim fo be
descended from his warriors, and ‘“‘ambitiously insert the name
of Attila among their native kings.” The authenticity of this mar-
tial genealogy 1s denied by some writers and questioned by more.
But it is-at least certain that the Magyaar of Arpad, who are the
immediate ancestors of the bulk of the modern Hungarians, and
who conquered the country which bears the name of Hungary in
A.D, 889, were of the same stock of mankind as were the Huns of
Attila, even if they did not belong to the same subdivision of that
stock, Nor is there any improbability in the tradition that after
Attila’s death many of his warriors remained in Hungary, and that
their descendants afterward joined the Huns of Arpad in their
career of conquest. It is certain that Attila made Hungary the
seat of his empire. It seems also susceptible of clear proof thab
the territory was then called Hungvar and Attila’s soldiers Hung-
vari, Both the Huns of Attila and those of Arpad came from the
family of nomadic nations whose primitive regions were those vast
wildernesses of High Asia which are included between the Altaic
and the Himalayan mountain chains. The inroads of these tribes
upon the lower regions of Asia and into Europe have caused many
of tha most remarkable revolutions in the history of the world.
There is every reason to believe that swarms of these nations
made their way into distant paris of the earth, at periods long
before the date of he Scythian invasion of Asia, whichisthe carliest

D.B.—5
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inroad of the nomadicrace thathistory rec:J.1-(‘ls._ The first, as far as
we can conjecture, in respect to the time of their desceth, x}r.ere t?e
Tinnish and Ugrian tribes, who appearto Laye come down from L;‘a
Altaie border of High Asia toward the I:Lc:r_I:]m—esn:,1 in which (hfe?.-
tion {hey advanced to the Uralian Mountains. There they estab-
lished themselves ; and that mountain chan_l, with its valleys ‘Ei.lld
-pasture lands, became to them a new country, whence they bgnt
out colonies on every side; buf the Ugrian colony, which, unuf}l_'
Arpad, occupied Hungary, and became the al}cesto}‘s:, of ‘:ne bulk
of the present Hungarian nation, did not quit their se}:.lzimm!t.?
on the Uralian Mounteins till a very late period, anﬁl not until
four centuries after i time when Attila led from the primary
scats of the nomadic races in High Asia the host with which be
advanced into the héart of France.* That host was ’I‘nrlﬂ;?. bt
closely a]lieiil iI‘i ori‘gin, language, and habits with the Finno- u.grmn
ottlers on the Ural. : i
: :\Et-ii!ﬂ‘s fame has ot come down to us throngh the partial and
guspicious medium of chroniclers and poets of his own race. 1E is
not from Hunnish authorities that we learn the extent of his might :
it is from his enemies, from the literature and the legends of the
naiions whom he afflicted with his ayms, that we draw the unques-
tionable evidence of his greatness. Desides the express narratives
of Byzantine, Latin, and Gothic writers, we haye the sf;nngesu
proot of the stern reality of Altila’s conquests in the extent fo
which he and his Huns have been the themes of the earliest Ger-
man and Scandinavian lays. Wild as many of those legends‘.ﬂ;?,
they bear ¢concurrent and certain testimony fo the awe with which
the memory of Attila was regarded by the bold warriors who com-
posed and delighted in them. Attila’s exploifs, and the wonders
of his unearthly steel and magic sword, repeatedly ocenr in the
sacas of Norway snd Iceland ; and the celebrated Nichelungen
iod, the most ancient of Germanic poefry, is full of them. Thers
Etsci, or Attila, is deseribed as the wearer of twelve mighty erowns,
and os promising to his bride the lands of thirty kings whom his
irresistible sword had subdued. He is, ip f:xct, th_e her_r) of the
latter part of this remarkable poem ; and it is at his capital city,
Btselenburgh, which evidently corresponds to the modern Buda,
that much of its action takes place. : : ;

When we turn from the legendary to the historie Attila, we seo
clearly that he was not one herd of b:u:bupp ¢on-
QUerors. 3 i be fraced in his can
paigns; and he relied fi the foree roes fm‘ the
ﬁgumndizement of his empire, than on { ; _lerl‘z_n'n':ic-:_ace
over the affections of friends and the fears of foes which his genius
enabled him fo acquire. Ausferely sober in his private life
severely just on the judgment seat —conspicuous among a nation

-

¢ gees Pritchard’s ¢ Rezearches into the Physical History of Mankind.?
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of warriors for hardihood, strength, and skill in every martial
exercise—grave and deliberate in counsel, but rapid and remorse-
lessin execution, he gave safety and security to all who were undey
his dominion, while he waged a warfare of extermination acainst
all who opposed or sought to escape from it. He watched the
national pussions, the prejudices, the creeds, and the superstitions
of the varied nations over which he ruled, and of those which he
sought to reduce bencath his sway : all these feelings he had the
skill to turn to his own aceount. "His own warriors believed him
to be the inspired favorite of their deities, and followed him with
fanatic zeal ; Lis enemies looked on him as the pre-appointed minis-
ter of heaven's wrath againstthemselves ; apd though they believed
not in his creed, their own made them tremble before him.

In one of his early campaigns he appeared before his troops with
an ancient iron sword in his grasp, which he told them was the
god of war whom theirancestors had worshipped. It is certain that
the nomadie tribes of Northern Asia, whom Herodotus describad
under the name of Scythians, from the earliest times worshippel
as their god a bare sword. That sword-god was supposed, in
Atfila’s fime, to have disappeared from earth; but the Hunnish
kingnow claimed fo have received it by special revelation. Itwas
seid that a herdsman, who was tracking in the desert a wounded
heifer by the drops of blood, found the mysterious sword standing
fixed in the ground, asif it had darted down from heaven. The
herdsman bore it to Attila, who thenceforth was believed by the
Huns to wield the Spirit of Death in battle, and their seers proplh-
esied that that sword was to destroy the world. A Roman,* who
was on an embassy to the Hunnish camp, recorded in his memoirs
Attila’s acquisition of this supernatural weapon, and the immense
influence over the minds of the barbarie tribes which its possession
gave him. In the title which he assumed we shall see the skill
with which he availed himself of the legends and creeds of other
nations as well as of his own. He designated himself “Arrica,
Descendant of the Great Nimrod. Nurtured in Enpaddi. By the
Grace of God, King of the Huns, the Goths, the Danes, and the
Medes. The Dread of the World.”

Herbert states that Attila is represented on an old medallion witha
Teraphim, or a head, on his breast ; and the same writer add®, “We
know, from the ‘Hamartigenea’ of Prudentius, that Nimzrod, with
a snaky-haired head, was the object of adoration of the heretical
followers of Marcion ; and the same head was the palladium set
up by Antiochus Epiphanes over the sates of Antioch, though it
has been ealled the visage of Charon. The memory of Nimrod
was certainly regarded with mystic veneration by many ; and by
asserting himself to be the heir of that mighty hunter before
the Lord, he vindicated to himself at least the whole Babylonian
kingdom. <

¥ Priscus upud Jornandem.




==

132 DECISIVE BATTLES.

“The singnlar assertion in his style, that he was nurtured‘iln
Engaddi, where he certainly had neverhbefn, wfl&b% mfeo ;;i?ég
rsto i e Boo Lev-
understood on reference to the twelfth chapter o ;
i i 1 with the sun, who was to
elations, concerning the woman clothed : e
ing fi i i «where she hath a place prepared o
bring forth in the wilderness where s L
God '—a man-child, who was to contend wil - %od Lavine
v ds and ten horns, and rule all nations with a T x
S’Teﬁiesnplrlgihecy was ab that time uz}clerst?og ul‘ltlve;_sg;l{‘:i];% t}é: %Slfo
cere Christians to refer to the birth of Constanting, i 5t
is o city the seven hills and it 18
overwhelm the pagenism of the city on Ul Tz i
i i X it is evi That the heathens must have
still so explained ; but it is ey ident t e
< it in a diffexent licht, and regarded it as 3 v
11040\31..1?'(15111 olft‘-hat Greatr%ne who should rimite]r; the tem}flfffélzg\x ;3:;
= i - L . S 1 i,
£ Riome. The assertion, therefore, tha e was 1 .
%ngaddi, is a claim to be looked upondas fthéi d}]:{zﬂ;ﬁl;liﬁlﬂg?& 1;:;3
to be bronght forth in a place prepared of ¢ omidanes
i m ¢ d vines in the desert ; it wa
TEngaddi means a place of palms and hedem e
! y 7 he city of refuge, which was saved 1n : i
1511‘5?1123 ‘f}oi'&%:moons,y when the rest were destroyed by ﬁlc? arll)a
brimstone from the Lord in heaven, and might, t-her‘e-fgle, e
especially called a place T});reyiaredt 0{ ﬁogiiﬁs‘g? "“’l}g%vei?;b&dmce 5
It is obvious enough why he style st Dy the e
ine of the Huns and Goths ;" and it seems far ir ult
&Osdéfvi%% he added the names of the Medesand the Danes. 11?13
armies had been engaged in warfare against the Persian lgm_gc om
of the Sassanide and it is certain® that he mﬁdlﬁltﬁ? the mmfsliré
throw of / rsi rer. Probably some o
and overthrow of the Medo-Persian power. by o fho
i ing had been compelled to pay
northern provinces of that kingdom ; c lled 40 223
i i is W unt for his styling himself King
him tribute; and this would accoun ] g i
1 i i est subjects tothe south. From
of the Medes, they being his remotest S
imi v hav ed himself King of the Danes, as
a similar cause, he may have called hin iofithio Dunonies
i 7exr r well have extended 1101'11hwarc1 as far as the
}gi‘stgc;“g;an];g}i’nmim nations, and this menpoq olf Medes tfmd
Danes as his subjeets would serve at once to indicate the vast ex-
is dominion.
te}‘i‘thfi};;]ense tenitlry north of the.})anulbg sg&ﬁla:{ijﬁiacgii
Camncasus, over which Aftila ruled, firstin unct
f!?i?{lwiifg 1:{»)1'f0t-h:3r Bleda, and afterward alqne, cax}nqt b.c we%g_ é}c’-l
curateiv defined, but it must have com_pmfs?d th:hm it, 11_}_@31'?
the Huns, many nations of Slavie, Gothie, leuton:ipc, and 11})@1'5:1
origin Gouth also of the Danube, the cc_n;lntry, from ﬂsiicl\d\:' ;1;
S { far as Novi in Thrace, was a Hunnish province. & b v
Eﬁ: e{::i;:?rea;f the Hunt: in A.D, 445 ; o memorable year, in which

7 rrative of Priscus. : :
¢ e L e an et e esgihes e e
Moy ila by Attila [Etsel], says that Attila nions Ve
EE evi;c(:‘l Cti]p;tc;g;(ﬁ:glﬁsb 'gﬂbj ectAE'aynqrs there were Russian, Greek, Wal
“Lﬂ.c‘nli‘f{n’, I“ollsh, and even Danish knights:
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Attila fonnded Buda on the Danube as his capital city, and ridded
himself of his brother by a crime which seems fo have been
prompted not only by selfish ambition, but also by a desire of
turning to his purpose the legends and forebodings which then
were universally spread throughout the Roman empire, and must
havebeen well known to the watchful and ruthless Hun.

The year 415 of our era completed the twelfth century from the
foundation of Rome, according to the best chronologers. It had
always been believed among the Romans thatthe twelve vultures,
which were said to have appeared to Romulus when he founded
the city, signified the time during which the Roman power should
endure. The twelve vultures denoted twelve centuries. This in-
terpretation of the vision of the birds of destiny was - current
among learned Romans, even when there was yet many of the
twelve centuries to run, and while the imperial city was at the
zenith of its power. But as the allotted time drew nearer and
nearer to its conclusion, and as Rome grew weaker and weaker
beneath the blows of barbaric invaders, the terrible omen was more
and more talked and thought of; and in Attila’s time, men
watched for the momentary extinction of the Roman state with the
last beat of the last vulture’s wing. Moreover, among the numer-

* ous legends connected with the foundation of the city, and the

fratricidal death of Remus, there was one most terrible one, which

told that Romulus did not put his brother to death in accident or
in hasty quarrel, but that

£ He slew his gallant twin
With inexpiable sin,”

deliberately, and in compliance with the warnings of supernatural
power. The shedding of a brother’s blood was believed to have
been the price at which the founder of Rome had purchased from
destiny her twelve centuries of existence.*

We may imagine, therefore, with what terror in this, the twelve
hundredth year after the foundation of Rome, the inhabitants of
the Roman empire must have heard the tidings that the royal
brethren, Attila and Bleda, had founded 2 new capital on the
Danube, which was desicned to rule over the ancient capital on
the Tiber; and that Attila, like Romulus, had consecrated the
foundations of his new eity by murdering his brother; so thet
for the new eycle of centuries then about to commence, dominion
had been bought from the gloomy spirits of destiny in favor of
the Hun by a sacrifice of equal awe and valuewith that which had
formerly obtained it for the Roman.

It is to be remembered that not only the pagans, but also the

* See a curlous justification of “Attila for murdering his brother; by a
zealous Hungarian advocate, in the note to Pray’s ¢ Annales Hunnorum,*
P. 1i7. The example of Romulus 13 the main authority quoted.
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Christians of that age, knew and believed in these legle-nds ar.rtl
omens, however they might differ as to the nature of ‘t-:i_le ﬁgpe;
Lumen sgency by which such mysteries had been made k ?\\
to mankind. And we may observe, \vlth1 Herbert, a e
learned dignitary of our e¢hurch, how remarkably this n?gu?'“i ::1_.9
fulfilled; for “it to the twelve centuries denoted bg t_ll)‘:'ﬁ 1“ Ehi
vultures that appeared to Romulus, we add for 'the_s}x‘ ixc ls1 1;1'
appeared to Remus six lustra, or periods of five }e‘_\ste}}cU, p}
which the Romans were wont to number their time, it brings H.“;"
precisely to the year 476, in which the Roman empire was nnally

binguished by Odoacer.” 3
ekigb;ﬁumgt to assassinate Attila, made, or supposed 1t0 lim‘e
been made, ab the instigation of Theodor}c the younger, ,n"le- “1(;;
peror of Constantinople, drew the Hunnish armies, n fi—iaé m( =
the astern empire, and delay ec‘_l for a time the dc:,.tme b 1‘)
against Rome. Probably a more important cause of (ftciay \\“1.{58:.10
revolt of some of the Hunnish tribes to tie north of the Bl.m.,_ .__rlm
acainst Atrila, which broke out aboub this pemod, and 13‘241.3?'1113
mentioned by the Byzantine writers. - Attila que]lcf_tl this r:c:\‘oéf,l
and having thus consolidated his power, and having p}znllbl:L'L\-‘-
the presumption of the Eastern Roman emperor b.y Ie-mlut hfot
ages of his fairest provinces, Attila, in 450 4D, prepared to ;{,
Lis vast forces in motion for the conquest of Western Iurope. Ho
sought unsuceessfully by diplomatic infrigues to de.taeh the. Iimg
of the Visigoths from his alliance with Rome, and h_e rt.as,c \(h
first to crush the power of Theodorie, and then to a._dwl:lm&;e wi 3
overwhelming power to trample out the last sparks of the doome
Roman empire. : -

A stmngcla invitation from a Roman princess gave him a pr_ete‘alct
for the war, and threw an air of chivalric enterprise over his inva-
sion. Honoria, sister of Valentinian IIL, the Emperor of the
West, had sent to Attila to offer him her hand and lher 'supp'c]s.c(%
right to share in the imperial power. This had been ﬂlSi}_O\'(:llE}(‘
Ly the Romans, and Honoria had been forthwith closely impris-
oned. Attila now pretended to take up arms in behalf of hlilsleltrj-
promised bride, and proclaimed that he was about to mare 2 \;
Rome to redress Honoria's wrongs. Ambition and spite (".g.zlhna
her brother must have been the sole motives that led the lady ‘to
woo the royal Hun; for Attila s face and person had all the n;;.f.'uml
ugliness of his race, and the description given of him by & Byzﬂ%x;
tine embassador must have been well known in the 11111’)'971'1%
courts. Herbert has well versified the portrait drawn by Priscus
of the great enemy of both Byzantium and Rome;

‘¢ Terrific was his semblance, in no !‘{101(1
Ot beautiful proportion cast; his limbs
Nothing exalted, butwith sinews braced
Of Chalybgean tefaper, agile, lithe,

And switier than the roe; his ample chest
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Was overbrow!d by a gigantic head,

With eyes keen, deeply sunk, and small, that gleam:d
Strangely in wrath us though some Spirit unclean
Within that corporal tenement install'd

Looi'd from its windows, but with temper’d fire
Bewmn'd mildly on the unresisting. . Thin

HIs beard and hoary : his flat rostrils crown’d

A cicatrlz ; age; but, withal,

That questionable shape such glory wore

That mortals quail d Heneath him.™

Two chiefs of.the Franks, who were then settled on the Lower
Rhine, were at this period engaged in a feud with each other, and
while one ofthem appealed to the Romans for aid, the otker in-
voked the assistance and protection of the Huns, Attila thus ob-
tained an ally whose co-operation secured for him the passage of
the Rhine, and it was this circumstance which cansed him to take
a northward route from Hungary for his attack upon Gaul. The
muster of the Hunnish hosts was swollen by warriors of every
tribe that they had subjugated; nor is there any reason to snspect
the old chroniclers of wilful exaggeration in estimating Attila's
army at seven hundred thousand strong. Having crossed the
Rhine probably a little below Coblentz, he defented the King of
the Burgundians, who endeavored to bar his progress. He then
divided his vast forees into two armies, one of which marched
northwest npon Tongres and Arras, and the ofher cities of that
part of France, while the main body, under Attila himself, ad-
vanced up the Moselle, and destroyed Besancon and other towns
in the country of the Burgundisns. Omne of the latest and best
biographers of Attila* well observes, that, “havingthus conquered
the eastern part of France, Attila prepared for an invasion of the
West Gothie territories beyond thé Loire, He marched upon Or-
leans, where he intended fo force the passage of that river, and
only a little attention is requisite {0 enable us to perceive that he
proceeded on a systematic plan: he had his richt wing on the
north for the protection of Lis Frank allies: his left wing on the
south for the purpose of preventing the Burgundians fiom rally-
ing, and of menacing the passes of the Alps fromTtaly; and he led
his center foward the chief object of the campaign—the con-
quest of Orleans, and an easy passage into the West Gothic do-
minion. The whole plan is very like that of the allied powers in
1814, with this difference, that their left wing entered France
through the defiles of the Jura, in the direction of Lyons, and
that the military object of the campaign was the capturs of Paris,”

It was not until the year 451 that the Huns commenced the siege
of Orleans; and during their campaign in Eastern Ganl, the Ro-
man general Aetius had strenuously exerted himsclf in collecting
and organizing such an army as might, when united to the soldiery

* Blographical Dictionary commenced by ih
in 1644,
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of the Visigoths, be fit to face the Huns in the field, Hcil ::f!’?t?}i
O e O e osth tho, standards ; aad zound fhese
compulsion conld collect benea st S e L
s, which assumed the once proud title of the legi : 2
troop :-‘»'“;?l ii}e larze forces of b&mré)ariz al;iﬁla%?{l s?%ﬁﬁ«%?t’o%;r;
1, or the meneral hate and dread of the ght to the
zuin) rl:f the last of the Roman generals. King Theodoric gﬁ;ii{tee]&
with equal energy. Orleans resisted her l?ps}:.al%tirg f(=nde?;
as in after times. The passage ofthe Loire was 51»1].111 ¥ 1 r-;n:mm{_
acainst the Huns ;. and Aetius and Theodoric, gftge{. nfuq.ls {0 o
vgring and difficulty, effected a junction of their armie
uth of that important river. s ;
Soé}: t(;fetg?it:uinéza of the allies upon Orleans, Attﬂal_ns‘tanﬂy}:'[bgglﬁ
up the siege of that city, and retreated toward the Mmtn.ei o c:f
not choose to risk a decisive battle with c_m"ly the cen Ii(i 0 tﬁere-
his army against the combined power of his enemies, a0 heilete:
fore fell back upon his base of operations, calling in hfls‘“ II-f{mnish
Arras and Besancon, and concentrating the whoie&o E-ilece s
forees on the vast plains of Ohalons—spr—hiarnc.' 1 %lan 2
map will show how scientifically this p{ace was ¢ Pfen*onz'erae
Hunnish general as the point for his scattered iorce:; 0 e D
upon ; and the nature of the grou:_ld was emm_en,t‘]y ‘MO?}; o
the operations of cavalry, the arm in which Attila’s strength p
hdlré}w%‘.? during the retreat from Orleans that a Christian ?fm;jlt D;s
reported to have approached the Hunnish king, un:l :}&15 OChrisi
«Thou art the Scourgs of God for the chastisement of the s
tians.”  Attila instantly assumed this new fitle (?f tcrro_rt, “'dle A
thenceforth became the appellation by which he was most widely
I earfully known. R :
an’%hlgzz';é;drcmtg armies of Romans and Visigoths at ?ast met fth&lr
great adversary face to face on the ample bugtie-glgurﬁd ollie‘ﬁ
Chalons plains.  Aefius commanﬂed‘ on the right of ihe sman.g,
Kino Theodoric on the left; and Sangipan, k}ng o the . te’r,
whose fidelity was suspected, was placed purpos:.ely{nd : g.e‘;ﬁlte{.
#nd in the very front of the battle. Attila commande tf’ (;.'tro-
in person, at the head of his own countrymen, while - e I-iz) e
goths, the Gepidw, sand the other subject allies of n.e 11‘1 !
were drawn up on the wings. Somemaneuvering appears ‘co1 o
oceurred before the engagement, in which Aetius had tq{iai'l\l“]?ﬁ
tage, inasmuch as he succeeded in occupying a sloping hill, \; lLe
commanded the left flank of the Huns. _ Attila saw the unporﬂ ancd
of the position taken by Aetius on the high ground, a'flﬁ cm;nij_:n,ncgn
the battle by a furious attack on this part of the Roman _me,l‘l_s
which he scems to have detached some of his best troops ﬁos? tg
center toaid his left. The Romans, baving the :m‘élvantag? 01 8
ground, repulsed the Huns, and while the .’.LU:'ICS gained this ailv?gg-
tago on the right, their left, under King Theodoric, assailed the
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Ostrogoths, who formed the right of Attila’s army. The gallant
king was himself struck down by a javelin, &3 he rode onward at
the head of his men; and his own cavalry charging over him,
trampled him to death in the confusion. Fubthe Visigoths, infu-
riated, not dispirited, by their monarch’s full, routed the enemies
opposed o them, and then wheeled upon theflank of the Hunnish
center, which had been engaged in'a sanguinary and indecisive
%ymtest with the Alans.

In this peril Attila made his center fall back upon his camp ; and
when the shelter of its entrenchments and wagons had once been
geined, the Hunnish archers repulsed, without difficulty, the
charges of the vengeful Gothic cavalry. Aeting had not pressed
the advantage which he gained on his'side of the field, and when
nicht fell over the wild seene of havoe, Attila's left was still unde-
feated, buf his right had been routed, and his center forced back
nupon his camp.

Expecting an assault on the morrow, Attila stationed his best
archers in front of the cars and wagons, which were drawn up 854
fortification along his lines, and made every preparation for a
desperate resistance. But the ““Scourge of God ” resolved that no
man should hoast of the honor of having either captured or slain
him, and he caused to be raised in the center of his encampimenta
huge pyramid of the wooden saddles of his cavalry : round it he
heaped the spoils and the wealth that he had won ; on it he sta-
tioned his wives who had accompanied him in the campaign ; and
on the summit Attila placed himself, ready to perishin the flames,
and balk the victorious foe of their choicest booty, should they
succeed in storming his defenses.

But when the morning hroke and revealed the extent of the car-
nage with which the plains were heaped for miles, the suceessful
allies saw also and respected the resoluteattitude of their aniagonist,
Neither were any measures taken to blockade him in his camp, and
80 to extort by famine that submission which it was too plainly
perilous to enforce with the sword. Attila was allowed to march
back the remnants of his army without molestation, and ¢ven with
the semblance of success.

Itis probable that the crafty Aetins was onwilling to be too
victorious. He dreaded the glory which his allies the Visigoths
had acquired, and feared that Rome might find a second Aleris 1n
Prince Thorismund, who had signalized himself in the battle, and
had been chosen on the field to suceeed his father Theodoric.,  He
persuaded the young king to return at once to his capital, and
thus relieved himself at the same time of the presence of a danger-
ous friend, as well as of 2 formidable though beaten foe,

Attila’s attacks on the Western empire were scon renewed, but
Dever with such peril to the civilized world as had menaced it
before his defeat at Chalons ; and on his death two years after that
batle, the vast empire which his genius had founded was seen dis-
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severed by the snccessful revolts of the sul?j ect_nnt}ons.. .TL{\? name
of the Huns ceaged fcr some centuries to inspire terror in Western

Euvope, and their aseendency passed away with thelife of the great :

king by whom it had been so fearfully augmented.*

Szxorsis oF EVENTS BETWEEN TEE BATTLE oF CHALONS, A.D. 451, AND
raE Barrre oF Tours, A.D. T32.

A.D. 476, The Roman empire of the West extinguished by
Odoacer. ; :

481, Establishment of the French monarchy in Gaul by Clovis.

455-582, The Saxons, Angles, and Frisians conquier Brifian, ex-
cept the northern parts and the districts along the west coast.
The German conquerers fonnd eight independent kingdoms. 5

533-568. The generals of Justinian, the Emperor of Constanti-
nople, conguer Italy and North Africa ; and these countries are for
& short time annexed to the Roman empire of the East.

568-570. The Lombards conquer great part of Italy.

570-627. The wars between the emporc(_\lrs of Constantinople and

he kings of Persia are actively continued. 5 :
o TLe Mosmmodan erwof the Hogios, Mohammed is driven
from Meecca, and is received as Prince of Medina.

629-632. Mohammed conguers Arabia. :

632-651. The Mohammedan Arabs invade and conquer Persia.

632-709. They attack the Roman empire of the East, They con-

uer Syria, Egypt and Africa. : :
: 709—';13. Thgéyp cross the Straits of Gibraltar, and invade and
conquer Spain.

CHAPTER VII.
THE BATTLE OF TOURS, A.D. 732.

i neighbors of
e events that resctied our ancestors of Britain and our neig
Gggll from the civil and religious yoke of the Koran.—GIBEON,

Tag broad tract of campaign country which intervenes between

x em to have given fewer of the details of the battle itself than s
lmpl)f.‘iIasrfce weuld v.;ﬁg:i-ani;-. my excuse must be, that Glopon has (;Il{l}ll_gg
our language with a description of it, too long for quotzmpn nm"l to0 sp! 1&%2:;(
for rivalry. I have not, however, faken altogether i!lxe saIne ylew or_ 1 L
he has, The notes to Mr, Berbert's poem of = Attlia* bring together 08
all the autborities on the subject.
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he cities of Poictiers and Tours is principally composed of a suc-

cession of rich pasture lands, which are traversed and fertilized by
the Cher, the Creuse, the Vienne, the Claine, the Indre, and other
tributaries of the River Loire. Here and there the ground swells
into picturesque eminences, and occasionally a belt of forest land,
& brown heath, or a clustering scries of vineyards breaks the
monotony of the widespread meadows; but the general character
of theland is thatof a grassy plain, and it seems naturally adapted
for the evolutions of numerous armies, especially of those vast
bodies of cavalry which principally decided the fate of nations
during the centuries that followed the downfall of Rome, and pres
ceded the consolidation of the modern European powers.

T'his region has been signalized by more than one memorabla
conflict ; but it is principally interesting to the historian by having
been the scene of the great vietory won by Charles Martel over the
Saracens, A.D. 732, which gave a decisive check to the career of
Arab conquest in Western Europe, rescued Christendom from
Islam, preserved the relics of ancient and the germs of modern
civilization, and re-established the old superiority of Indo-European
over the Semitic family of mankind.

Sismondi and Michelet have underrated the enduring interest of
this great Appeal of Battle between the champions of the Crescent
and the Cross. But, if French writers have slighted the exploits
of their national hero, the Saracenic trophies of Charles Martel have
had full justice done to them by English and German historians.
Gribbon devotes several pages of his great work® to the narrative of
the battle of Tours, and the consideration of the consequences
which probably would have resulted if Abderrahman’s enter.
prise had not been crashed by the Frankish chief. Schlegelf
speaks of this “mighty victory” in terms of fervent gratitude, and
tolls how “the arm of Charles Martel saved and delivered the
Christian nations of the West from the deadly grasp of all-destroy-
ing Islam ;” and Ranket points out, as “one of the most important
epochs in the history of the world, the commencement of the eighth
century, when on one side Mohamfuedanism threatened to over-
spread Italy and Gaul, and on the other the ancient idolatry of
Saxony and Friesland once more foreed its way across the Rhine,
In this peril of Christian institutions, a youthful prince of Germanic
race, Karl Martell, arose as their champion, maintained them with
all the energy which the necessity for self-defense calls forth, and |
finally extended them into new regions.”

* Vol. vil., p. 17, ¢ seq. Gibbon's sneering remark, that if the Saracen
¢onduests had not then been checked, *‘perhaps the interpretation of the
Koran would now be taught in the schools of Cxford, and her pulpits might
demonstrate to a elrcumelsed Deople the sancity and truth of the revelation
of Mohammed, has almost an air of regret. :

T « ’hilosphy of History."p 331,

1 “History of the Leformation in Germany,” vol. 1., p. 5,




