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severed by the snccessful revolts of the sul?j ect_nnt}ons.. .TL{\? name
of the Huns ceaged fcr some centuries to inspire terror in Western

Euvope, and their aseendency passed away with thelife of the great :

king by whom it had been so fearfully augmented.*

Szxorsis oF EVENTS BETWEEN TEE BATTLE oF CHALONS, A.D. 451, AND
raE Barrre oF Tours, A.D. T32.

A.D. 476, The Roman empire of the West extinguished by
Odoacer. ; :

481, Establishment of the French monarchy in Gaul by Clovis.

455-582, The Saxons, Angles, and Frisians conquier Brifian, ex-
cept the northern parts and the districts along the west coast.
The German conquerers fonnd eight independent kingdoms. 5

533-568. The generals of Justinian, the Emperor of Constanti-
nople, conguer Italy and North Africa ; and these countries are for
& short time annexed to the Roman empire of the East.

568-570. The Lombards conquer great part of Italy.

570-627. The wars between the emporc(_\lrs of Constantinople and

he kings of Persia are actively continued. 5 :
o TLe Mosmmodan erwof the Hogios, Mohammed is driven
from Meecca, and is received as Prince of Medina.

629-632. Mohammed conguers Arabia. :

632-651. The Mohammedan Arabs invade and conquer Persia.

632-709. They attack the Roman empire of the East, They con-

uer Syria, Egypt and Africa. : :
: 709—';13. Thgéyp cross the Straits of Gibraltar, and invade and
conquer Spain.

CHAPTER VII.
THE BATTLE OF TOURS, A.D. 732.

i neighbors of
e events that resctied our ancestors of Britain and our neig
Gggll from the civil and religious yoke of the Koran.—GIBEON,

Tag broad tract of campaign country which intervenes between

x em to have given fewer of the details of the battle itself than s
lmpl)f.‘iIasrfce weuld v.;ﬁg:i-ani;-. my excuse must be, that Glopon has (;Il{l}ll_gg
our language with a description of it, too long for quotzmpn nm"l to0 sp! 1&%2:;(
for rivalry. I have not, however, faken altogether i!lxe saIne ylew or_ 1 L
he has, The notes to Mr, Berbert's poem of = Attlia* bring together 08
all the autborities on the subject.
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he cities of Poictiers and Tours is principally composed of a suc-

cession of rich pasture lands, which are traversed and fertilized by
the Cher, the Creuse, the Vienne, the Claine, the Indre, and other
tributaries of the River Loire. Here and there the ground swells
into picturesque eminences, and occasionally a belt of forest land,
& brown heath, or a clustering scries of vineyards breaks the
monotony of the widespread meadows; but the general character
of theland is thatof a grassy plain, and it seems naturally adapted
for the evolutions of numerous armies, especially of those vast
bodies of cavalry which principally decided the fate of nations
during the centuries that followed the downfall of Rome, and pres
ceded the consolidation of the modern European powers.

T'his region has been signalized by more than one memorabla
conflict ; but it is principally interesting to the historian by having
been the scene of the great vietory won by Charles Martel over the
Saracens, A.D. 732, which gave a decisive check to the career of
Arab conquest in Western Europe, rescued Christendom from
Islam, preserved the relics of ancient and the germs of modern
civilization, and re-established the old superiority of Indo-European
over the Semitic family of mankind.

Sismondi and Michelet have underrated the enduring interest of
this great Appeal of Battle between the champions of the Crescent
and the Cross. But, if French writers have slighted the exploits
of their national hero, the Saracenic trophies of Charles Martel have
had full justice done to them by English and German historians.
Gribbon devotes several pages of his great work® to the narrative of
the battle of Tours, and the consideration of the consequences
which probably would have resulted if Abderrahman’s enter.
prise had not been crashed by the Frankish chief. Schlegelf
speaks of this “mighty victory” in terms of fervent gratitude, and
tolls how “the arm of Charles Martel saved and delivered the
Christian nations of the West from the deadly grasp of all-destroy-
ing Islam ;” and Ranket points out, as “one of the most important
epochs in the history of the world, the commencement of the eighth
century, when on one side Mohamfuedanism threatened to over-
spread Italy and Gaul, and on the other the ancient idolatry of
Saxony and Friesland once more foreed its way across the Rhine,
In this peril of Christian institutions, a youthful prince of Germanic
race, Karl Martell, arose as their champion, maintained them with
all the energy which the necessity for self-defense calls forth, and |
finally extended them into new regions.”

* Vol. vil., p. 17, ¢ seq. Gibbon's sneering remark, that if the Saracen
¢onduests had not then been checked, *‘perhaps the interpretation of the
Koran would now be taught in the schools of Cxford, and her pulpits might
demonstrate to a elrcumelsed Deople the sancity and truth of the revelation
of Mohammed, has almost an air of regret. :

T « ’hilosphy of History."p 331,

1 “History of the Leformation in Germany,” vol. 1., p. 5,
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Arnold* ranks the victory of Charles Martel even higher than
the victory of Arminius, “among those signal deliverances which
have affceted for centuries the happiness of mankind.” In fact, the
more we test its importance, the higher we shall be led to estimate
it; and, though all authentic details which we possess of its cir-
cumstances and its heroes are but meager, we can trace enough of
its general character to make us watch with deep interest this
encounter between the rival conquerors of the decaying Roman
empire, That old classic world, the history of which oceupies so
large a portion of our early studies, lay, in the eighth century of
our éra, utterly inanimate and overthrewn. On the north the
German, on the south the Arab, was rending away ifs provinces.

At lnst the spoilers encountered one another, each striving for the :

full mastery of the prey. Their conflict brought back upon the
memory of Gibbon the old Homeric simile, where the strife of
Hector and Patroclus over the dead body of Cebriones is compared
to the combat of two lions, that in their hate and hunger fight
together on the mountain tops over the carcass of a slanghtered
stag ; and the reluctant yielding of the Saracen power to the supe-
rior might of the Northern waxriors might not inaptly recall those
other lines of the same book of the Iliad, where the downfall of
Patroclus beneath Hector is likened to the forced yielding of the
panting and exhaustad wild boar, that had long and furiously
fought with a superior beast of prey for the possession of the scanty
fountain among the rocks at which each burned to drink.t
Althongh three centuries had passed away since the Germanic
conguerors of Rome had crossed the Rhine, never to repass that
frontier stream, no settled system of institutions or government,
no amalgamation of the various races into one people, no uniformity
of language or habits, had been established in the country at the
time when Charles Martel was called to repel the menacing tide of
Saracenic invasion from the south, Gaul was not yet France. In
that, as in other provinces of the Roman empire of the West, the
dominion of the Cwsars had been shattered as early as the fifth
century, and barbaric kingdoms and principalities had promptly

# ¢« History of the later Roman Commonwealth,” vol. ii., p. 317
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arisen on the ruins of the Roman power. Butfew of thesehad any
permeanency, and none of them consolidated the rest, or any con-
siderabla number of the rest, into one coherent and organized civil
and politieal society. The great bulk of the population still con-
sisted of the conquered provincials, that is to say, Romanized Celts,
of a Gallic race which had long been under the dominion of the
Cmsars, and had acquired, together with no slight infusion of Roman
blood, the language, the literature, the laws and the civilization of
Latium. Among these, and dominant over them, roved or dwelt the
Grerman victors ; some retaining nearly all the rude independence
of their primitive national character,others softened and disciplined
by the aspect and contact of the manners and institutions of civil-
ized life ; for it is to be borne in mind that the Roman empire in
the West was not erushed by any sudden avalanche or barbarie
invasion. The Germanic conquerors came across the Rhine, not
in enormous hosts, but in bands of a few thousand warriors
af a time. The eonquest of a province was the result of an infinite
series of partial local invasions, carried on by little armies of this
description. The victorious warriors either retired with their booty,
or fixed themselves in the invaded district, taking care to keep suffi-
ciently concentrated for military purposes, and ever ready for some
fresh foray, either against a rival Teutonic band, or some hitherto
unassailed city of the provincials. Gradually, however, the con-
querors acquired a desire for permanent landed possessions. They
lost somewhat of the restless thirst for novelty and adventure which
had first made them throng beneath the banner of the boldest cap-
tains of their tribe, and leave their native forests for a roving mili-
tary life on the left bank of the Rhine. They were converted to
the Christian faith, and gave up with their old creed much of the
coarse ferocity which must have been fostered in the spirits of the
ancient warriors of the North by a mythology which promised, as
the reward of the brave on earth, an eternal cycle of fighting and
drunkenness in heaven.

But, although their conversion and other eivilizing influences
operated powerfully upon the Germans in Gaul, and although the
Franks (who were originally a confederation of the Teutonictribes
that dwelt between the Rhine, the Maine, and the Weser) estab-
lished a decisive superiority over the other conquerors of the prov-
ince, as well as over the conguered provineials, the country long
remained a chaos of nncombined and shifting elements. The early
princes of the Merovingian dynasty were generally occupied in
wars against other princes of their house, occasioned by the fro-
quent subdivisions of the Frank monarchy ; and the ablest and best
of them had found all their energies tasked to the utmost to defend
the barrier of the Rhine against the pagan Germans who strove to
pass the river and gather their share of the spoils of the empire.

The conquests which the Saracens effected over the sonthernand
eastern provinees of Rome were far mor rapid than those achisved
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by the Gtermans in the north, and the new organizations of society
which the Moslems introduced were summarily and uniformly
«nforced. Exactlyacentury passed between the death of Mohammed
and the dateof the battle of Tours. During that century the followers
of the Prophet had torn away half the Roman empire ; and besides
their conquests over Persia, the Saracenshad overrun Syria, Tgypt,
Africa, and Spain, in an uncheckered and apparently irresistible
career of vietory. Noz, at the commencement of the eighth century
of our era, was the Mchammedan world divided against itself, as it
subsequently became. All these vast regions obeyed the caliph ;
throughout them all, from the Pyrenees to the Oxus, the name of
Mohammed was invoked in prayer, and the Koran revered as the
book ef the law.

1t was under one of theirablest and most renowred commanders,
with a veteran army, and with every apparent advantage of time,
place, and circumstance, that the Arabs made their great effort at
the conquest of Europe north of the Pyrenees, The vietorious
Moslem seldiery in Spain,

#A countless multitude ;
Syrian, Moor, Saracen, Greek renegade,
Persian, and Copt, and Tartar, in one bond
Of erring faith conjoined—strong in the youth
And heat of zeal—a dreadful brotherhood,”

were eager for the plunder of more Christian cities and shrines,
and full of fanatic confidence in the invincibility of their arms.

Nor were the chiefs
0Of victory less agsured, by long success
Elate, and proud of that o’erwhelming strength
Which, surely they belleved, as it had rolled
Thus far uncheck’d, would roll victorious on,
Till, like the Orient, the subjected West
Should how in reverence at Mohammed’s name;
And pilgrims from remotest Arctic shores
Tread with religious feet the burning sands
Of Araby and Mecca's stony soil,

BSOUTHEY'S Roderick.

Tt is not only by the modern Christian poet, but by the cld
Arabian chroniclers slso, that these feelings of ambition and arro-
gance are attributed to the Moslems who had overthrown the
Visigoth power in Spain. And their eager expectations of new
wars were excited to the ntmost on the reappointment by the
caliph of Abderrahman Ibn Abdillah Alghafeki to the government
of that country, A.p. 729, which restored them a general who had
signalized his skill and prowess during the conquests of Africa
and Spain, whose ready valor and generosity had made him the
idol of the troops, who had already been engaged In several expe-
ditions into Gaul, g0 as to be well acquainted with the national
character and tactics of the Franks, and who was known to thirst
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1ike a pood Moslem, for revenge for the slaughter of some detach-
ments of the True Believers, which hed been cut off on the north
f the Pyrenees. :
Ollﬁlendc%itinn to his cardinal military virbues, Abdersahman is
described by the Arab writers as a model of integrity- and justica.
The first two years of his second administration in Spain were oc-
cupied in severe reforms of the abuses which under his prede-
cessors had crept into fhe system of goven}mex_%t‘ u1nd in e_'stex_\.slj:e
preparations for his intended conquest in - Gaul. B(}E-J__debf“‘m_e
troops which he collected from his provinece, rl‘le obtained _u:-x.-}g
Afrion o large body of chosen Berher cavalry, erx_alcered by Arabs o
proved skill and valor; and in the sumamer of 732, heo erossed t;]t:
Pyrences ab the head of an army which some Arab writers rate at
eighty thousand strong, while gome of the Christian cbj :1}11':-119‘13
swell its numbers to many hundreds of thos ands more. Probably
the Arab account diminishes, but of the two keeps Iearer to tha
trath. It was from this formidabile host, after Budes, the Count
of Aquitaine, had yainly striven to check it, after many strong
s had falien before it, and half the land had been overrun,
that Gaul and Christendem Were at last rescued by the strong arm
of Prince Charles, who acquired a surname,” like that of the T
god of his forefathers’ oreed, from the might with which he hroke
nd shattered his enemies in the batile. ek
The Merovingian kings had sunk into absolute insigniicance,
and had become mere puppets of royalty b_ei'o:rTc t_Lse eighth ecen-
tury. Charles Martel, like his father, Pepin Herigtal, was D1‘1I;a
of {he Austrasian Franks, the bravest and mosb t.horoughlj'_ Ger-
manic part of the nation, and exercised, in the name of the titalar
king, what little paramount authority the turbulent minor rulers
of districts and towns could be persuaded or compelled to acknowl-
édge. - Engaged with his national competitors in pcrpftual con-
flicts for power, and in more SErioms struggles for safety against
the fierce tribes of the unconverted F risians, Bavarians, :mem_:_s,
and Thuringians, who at that epoch assailed with peculiar feroCxy
the Christianized Germans on the left bank of ths Rhine, Charles
Wartel added experienced skill to his natural courage, and he hind
also formed a militia of veterans among the Franks. Hallam has
thrown out a doubt whether, in our admiration of his vieto
Tours, we do not judge a little too much by the event, and whether
here was not rashness in his risking the fate of France on t‘ne‘ ¢
sult of a general battle with the invaders, But when we rememoe
that Charles had no standing army, and the independent spirit
of the Frank warriors who followed Lis standard, it seems most
probable that it was not in his power to adopt the cautious 130?;1-'_?
of watching the invaders, and wearing out their strength by delay.

* )’.arte.l-—'rﬁe Fammer. See the Scandanavian Sagas for an account el
the favorite weapon of Thor.
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5o dreadinl and so widespread were the ravages of the Saracenie
light cavalry throughout Gaul, thaf it must have been impossible
to restrain for any length of time the indignant ardor of the
Franks. And, even if Charles could bave persuaded his men to
look tamely on while the Arabs stormed more fowns and desolated
more distriets, ko could not have kept an army together when the
usual period of a military expedition had expired. If, indeed, the
Arab account of the disorganization of the*Moslem forces be cor-
reet, the battle was as well timed on the part of Charles, as it was,
beyond all question, well fought.

‘The monkish chroniclers, from whom we are obligedto glean a
narrative of this memorable campaign, bear full evidence to the
terror which the Saracen invasion inspired, and to the agony of
that great struggle. The Saracens,'say they, and their king, who
was called Abdirames, eame out of Spain, with all their wives, and
their children, and their substance, in such great multitudes that
no man could reckon or estimate them. They broughtwith them
all their armor, and whatever they had, asif they were thenceforth
always to dwell in France.*

“Then Abderrahman, seeing the Mnd filled with the multitude
of his army, pierces through the mountains, tramples over rough
and level ground, plunders far into fhe country of the Franks, and
smites all with the sword, insomuch that when Eudo eame to bat-
tle with him at the River Garonne, and fled before him, God alone
knows the number of the slain. Then Abderrahman pursned
after Count Eudo, and while he strives to spoil and burn the holy
shrine at Tours, ke encounters the chief of the Anstrasian Franks,
Charles, a man of war from his youth up, to whom Eudo had sent
warning. There for nearly seven days they strive intensely, and
26 last they set themselves in battle array, and the nations of the
North standing firm as a wall, and impenetrable as a zone of ice,
utterly slay the Arabs with the edge of the sword.”t

The European writers all concur in speaking of the fall of
Abderrahman as one of the principal causes of the defeat of the
Arabs; who, according to one writer, after finding that their leader
was slain, dispersed in the night, to the agreeable surprise of the
Christians, who expected the next morning to see them issue from
their tents and renew the combat. One monkish chronicler puts
the loss of the Arabs ab 375,000 men, while he says that only 1007
Christians fell; a disparity of loss which he feels bound to account

for by a speeial interposition of Providence. I have translated -

# i Tors Issirent d’Espaigne 11 Sarrazins, et un leur Roi qui avoit nom Ab-
dirames, et ont leur fames et leur enfans et toute leur substance en si grand
plente que nus ne 1e prevoit nombrer ne estimer: tout leur harnois et quan-
ques il avolent amenement avec entz, aussl comme si ils deussent toujours
mes habiter cn Franee.?”

T iune Abdhrehmsn, multitudine sul exercifus replétam prospicicns
rverram, ete.—Seripi. Gesl, Frane , D. 785, 4
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ove some of the most spirited passages of these writers; but it
ii) impossible to colleet frgm them any thing like a full.or_ mz’%g»q-
tie description of the great battle itself, or of the eperations which
receded and followed if. :
: Though, however, we-may have cause to regret the meagemesf
and doubtfnl character of these narratives, we have the greabﬁ .a.g-l.—
vantage of being able to compare the accounts given in i\rl?‘d_ell:a -
man’s expedition by the national writers of ea.d'; side. L]aat-nf &
benefit which the inquirer into antiquity so seldom can obtain,
that the fact of possessing it, in the case of the battle of 'I.ourné
makes us think the historical testimony respecting that grea
event more certain snd satisfactory than is the case in many other
instances, where we possess abundant details respecting mlll}ti,ry%
exploits, but where those details come to us from the anna 15., 01
one nation only, and where we have, consequently, no saiegllh}ril
asainst the exaggerations, the distortions, and the fictions 1\_-.11;
national venity las so often put forth in the garb and undert ta
title of history. 'The Arabian writers who recorded the conquests
and wars of their countrymen in Spain have narrated also the ex];
pedition into Gaul of their great emir, and his de;-teab and deat
near Tours, in bettle with the host of the Franks unde}' Km§
Caldus, the name into which they metamorphose Charles Martel.
They tell us how there was a war between the count of thg
Trankish frontier and the Moslems, and how the count gathere
tosether all his people, and fought fog: a time with doubtful sue-
cess. ‘* But,” say the Arabian chroniclers, “Abderrahman dro.w.f_e
them back; and the men of Abderrahman were puffed np in spllni
by their repeated suceesses, and they wers {ul] of trust in the va (tn.
and the practice in war of their emir. So the Moslems 2111;:}1-3
their enemies, and passed the River Garonne, and laid was e ?_'
country, and teok eaptives withoutnumber. And thab army \Iin
through all places like a desolating storm. Prosperity made these .
warriors insatiable. At the passage of the river, lAbderralimlaél
overthrew the count, and the count retired into his strongho S
but the Moslems fought against it, and entered it by force ]jl_n;]
slew the count; for every thing gave way to their cimeters, whicd
were the robbers of lives.  All the nations of the Franks tremble
at that terrible army, and they betook them to their king Ca.ld.u?i
and told him of the havoe made by the Moslem hm-seTmen, an
how they rode ab their will through all the land of l\s.rbonne,f
Toulouse, and Bordeaux, and they told the king of the death o

i i Lo Spanish
® T rabian chronicles were compiled and translated into Sp:
by rlngg .?Use Antonio Conde, in hi% ‘;iliéstlamal.s %e lgt;ljljdoé}g%z;gmwgﬁ ﬁoi
Tabos en Espana,” published at Madrid in 1820, n,
?: :‘-'g?ncteavoéed 10 igllow, was to preserve both the style and spiric of his
Oriental authorities, so that we find in his pages a genuine baracenlcdn&f—
rative of the wars i Western Europe between 1he Mobammedans an e

Chyistians,
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their count. Then the king bade them be of good cheer, and
offered to aid them. And in the 114th year® he mounted his
horse, and lie teok with him a host that could not be numbered

and went against the Moslems. And he came upon them at the
great city of Tonrs. And Abderrahman and other prudent cava-
liers saw the disorder of the Moslem troops, who were loaded with
spoil; but they did not venture to displease the soldiers by order-
ing them toabandon every thing except theirarms and \vaf—horﬁés

And Abderrahman 1 ted in the vaior of lis soldiers, and in the
good fortune wk bad ever attended him. DBut (the!Amb writer
remarks) such defect of discipline always is fatal to armies. So
Ahdermhn‘;nn‘m:d his host aitacked Tours to gain still more spoil

and they fought against it so fiercely that they stormed t‘;:e‘citgt
almost before the eyes of the army that came'to save it; and the
fary and the cruelty of the Moslems toward the inhabitants of tlie
city was like the fury and cruel of raging tigers. ITtwas manifest,”
adds the Arab, “that God’s chastisement \?15 sure to follow <;nc,h
;%:cccsse:s; and Fortune thereupon turned her back upon the i\los—
2IMA,

‘Near the River Owar,t the two great hosts of the two languages
and the two creeds were set in array against each other. "7{“‘,‘19
hearts of Abderrahman, his captain%, and his men were ﬁlléd
with wrath and pride, and they were the first to bes;,in the fight
The Moslem horsemen dashed fierce and frequent forward arrai)ns;
the battalions of the Franks, who resisted manfully, and ?mm‘
fell dead on either side until the going down of the sun. Night
parted the two armies; but in the gray of the morning theiﬁfos-
lems returned to the battle, Their cavaliers had soon hewn their
way into the center of the Christian host. DBut many of the Mos-
lems were fearful for the safety of the spoil which they had stored

in their tents, and a false ery arose in their ranks that some of the -

effemy were plundering the camp; whereupon several squadrons

of the Moslem horsemen rode off to protect their tents.. But it .

seemed as if they fled ; and all the host was trouble i
Abderrahman strove to check their tumult, and to lgz;d &iﬁ:ﬁgﬁl}?
to battle, the warriors of the Franks came around him, and 'he
was pierced through with many spears, so that he died, Then all
the host fled before the enemy, and many died in theflight. This
c]r.s‘agly (l'ef_cs.-t of the Moslems, and the loss of the great leader and
tg;ﬁ(; : If't;g:]l;eg Abderrahman, took place in the hundred and fif-
It would be difficult to expect from an adversar ici
.confession of having been thoroughly vnnqnisshétji' fh:iﬂﬁﬁf X‘Ei:ﬁ;s
here accord to the Kuropeans. The points on which their narra-
twe‘(@lﬁer—s from those of the Christians—as to how many days the
conflict lasted, whether the assailed city was actually rescued c;r

* Of the Hegira. t Probably-the Loire.
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not, and the like—are of little moment compared with the admit-
ted greas fact that there was a decisive trial of strength between
Trank and Suracen, in which the former conguered. The endur-
ing importance of {he battle of Tours in the eyes of the Moslems
is attested not only by the expressions of *“ the deadly battle” and
«the disgraceful overthrow * which their writers constantly em-
ploy when referring to it, but also by the fact that no mereserious
aitempts st conquest beyond the Pyrenees were made by the
Saracens. Charles Martel, and his son and grandson, were left at
leisure to consolidate and extend their power. Thre new Christian
Roman empire of the West, which the genius of Charlemagne
founded, and throughout which Lis iron will imposed peace on
the old anarchy of ereeds and races, did not indeed retain its in-
tegrity efter its great raler's deatb. Fresh troubles came over
Burope : but Christendom, though disunited was safe. The prog-
ress of civilization, and the development of the nationalities and
governments of modern Europe, from that time forth went forward
in not uninterrupted, but ultimately cextain career.

SyNOPSIS OF LVENTS BETWEEN THE Barrre or Touss, A.D. 132,
AND THE BATTLE OF HASTINGS, A.D. 1066.

A.D. 768-514. Reign of Charlemagne. This monarch has justly
heen termed the principal regenerator of Western Europe; after
the destruction of the Roman Empire. The early death of his
brother Carloman left him sole master of the dominion of the
Tranks, which, by a succession of victorions wars, he enlarged into
the new empire of the West. He conquered the Lombards, and
re-established the pope at Rome, who, in return, acknowledged
Charles as suzerain of Italy. And in the year 800, Leo 11L., in the
name of the Roman people, solemnly crowned Charlemagne ab
Ronie as emperor of the Roman empire of the West. Tn Spain,
Charlemagne ruled the country hetween the Pyrenees and the
Tbro ; but his most important conquests were effected on the east-
ern side of his original kingdom, over the Sclavonians of Bohemia,
the Avars of Pannonia, and over the previously uncivilized Ger-
man tribes, who had remained in their fatherland. The old
Saxons were his most obstinate antagonists, and his wars with
them lasted for thirty years. Under Liim the greater part of Ger-
many was compulsorily civilized and converted from paganism to
Christianity. His empire extended eastward as far as the Iilbe, the
Saale, the Bohemian Mountains, and a line drawn from thence cross-
ing the Danube above Vienna, and prolonged {o the Grulf of Istria.*

+ Tiallara's ¢ Middle Ages.”
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_ Throughout this vast assemblage of provinces, Charlemagne estab-
lished an organized and firm government. But it is not as a mere
congueror that he demands admiration. “In a life restlessly ac.
tive, we see him reforming the coinage and establishing the legal
divisions of money ; gathering about him the learned of every
country ; founding schools and collecting libraries; interferring
with the air of a king, in religous controversies ; attempting, for
the sake of commerce, the magnificent enterprise of uniting? the
Ehine and the Danube, and meditating to mold the discordant
code of Roman and harbarian laws into a uniform system.”*

814-883. Repeated partitions of the empire and civil wars be-
t:.’reen Charlemagne’s descendants. Ultimately the kingdom of
France is finally separated from Germany and Ifaly. In 962, Otho
the Great of Germany revives the imperial dignity. 3

827. Egbert, king of Wessex, acquires the supremacy over the
other Anglo-Saxon kingdoms.

832. The first Danish squadron attacks part of the English
coast. The Danes, or Northmen, had begun their ravages in
France a few years earlier. For two centuries Scandinavia sends
out fleet after fleet of sea-rovers, who desolate all the western king-
doms of Europe, and in many cases effect permanent conquests.

871-900. Reign of Alfred in England, After a long and varied
struggle, he rescues England from the Danish invaders.

911, The French kinzy cedes Neustriato Hrolf the Northman
Hmllf (or Duke Rollo, as he thenceforth was termed ) and his arm3;'
of Scandinavian warriors become the ruling class of the population
of the province, which is called after them, Normandy.

1016. Four knights from Normandy, who had been ona pil-
grimage to the Holy Land, while returning through Italy, head the
people of Salerno in repelling an attack of a band of Saracen cor-
sairs. In the next year many adventurers from Normandy settle
g;cﬁaly, where they conquer Apulia (1040), and afterward (1060)

¥ i

1017. Canute, king of Denmark, becomes king of Eng
On the death of the last of his sons, in 1041, the So.%,{on li]ille%zn:gl«
stored, and Edward the Confessor (who had been bred in the court
CI.ﬂ}EB Dulkce of Normandy) is called by the Iinglish to the throne of
this 1s_la.nd, as the representative of the house of Cerdie.

1035. Duke Robert of Normandy dies on his return from a pil-

grimage to the Holy Land, and his son William ( afterward the
conqueror of England) succeeds to the dukedom of Normandy.

* Hallam, ut supra.

BATTLE OF HASTINGS.

CHAPTER VIIL
THE BATTLE OF HASTINGS, A.D. 1060,

Tis vos 1a Bataille assemblee,
Dunc encore est grant renoimee,
Roman de Rou, 13,183,

Anterra’s pretty feet twinkling in the brook made herthe mother
of William the Congueror. Had she not thus fascinated Duke
Robert the Liberal of Normandy, Harold would not have fallen at
Hastings, no Anglo-Norman dynasty would bave arisen, no British

empire. The reflection is Sir Francis Palgrave's;* and it is em-

phaticly true, If anyone should write a history of “*Decisive loves
fhat have materially influenced the drama of the world in all its
subsequent scenes,” the daughter of the tanner of Falaise would
deserve a conspicuous place in its pages. Bubit is her son, the
victor of Hastings, who is now the object of our attention ; and no
one who appreciates the influence of England and her empire upon
the destinies of the world, will ever rank that victory as one of
secondary importance,

Tt is true that in the last century some writers of eminence on
our history and laws mentioned the Norman Conguest in terms
from which it might be supposed that the battle of Hastings led to
litile more than the substitution of one royal family on the throne
of this country and to the garbling and changing of some of our
laws throungh the *‘cunning of the Norman lawyers.” But, atleast
sinos the appearance of the work of Augustin Thierry on the Nor-
man Conquest, these forensic fallacies have been exploded. Thi-
erry made his readers keenly appreciate the magnitude of that
political and social catastrophe. He depicted in vivid colors the
atrocions cruelties of the conquerors, and thesweeping and endur-
ing innovations that they wrought, involving the overthrow of the
ancient constitution, as well as of the last of the Saxon kings. In
his pages we see new tribunals and tenures superseding the old
ones, new divisions of race and class introduced, whole districts
devastated to gratify the vengeance or the caprice of the new tyrant,
the greater part of the lands of the English confiscated and divided
among aliens, the veryname of Englishmen twimed into a reproach,
the English language rejected as servile and barbarous, and all the
high places in church and state for upward of a century filled
exclusively by men of foreign race.

No less true than eloquent is Thierry’s summing up of the social
effects of the Norman Conguest on the generation that witnessed
it, and on many of their successors. He tells his reader that ‘“if

% « History of Normandy and England,” vol.1., D. 526.




