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Syxopsis o EVENTS BETWEEN JOAN oF Arc's VICTORY Afl[‘ Oni,:aéxg*s, A,
. 1429, axp 1HE DEFEAT OF THE SPANISH ARMADA, 4.D. 19o0.
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L153 Comtaimorl kon,and. the Romasy mpiss o the st
deﬂg%:?rego;ymt?;czggi l;fﬁillifaagiﬁ?iilo'i}:'i?;?lf England between the
hof{‘.s’{'; oéxyl‘ig;koﬁille%ﬁ:iﬁ?:; kingdoms of Spain under Ferdinand
w&gsfb(?slnlpiure of Grenada b){ Fgrdinm:d and Isabella, and the end
152, Cotambus disoovers Si:i b ord,

ﬁg% %E;Eltfistgrlllgi'%als;gngi‘Gan‘m to the Bast Indies round the
Caligaogfgggﬂzs%%%eéuered from the French by the great Spanish
gefgs;l, I(?e(;ng?laévgfoiﬁglilgﬁga%y the pope, the emperor, and the
Ki{?(r}i?.ff{gggi:ﬁﬁ?&&%igﬁés the empive of the Portuguese in
the{%z&sb}%gﬁi{a %i‘ Ferdinand of Spain; hl? isllsm{?eeded by hisgrand-
So}fﬁ(lj‘?a%?:ijﬁfzei;\x;iitt}ﬁﬁi?egigg?I‘egtl;_v;l:sre-specting the sale of
indulgences, which leads to tiie Reformation. k

1519. Charles V. is elec_ted.]__umpcror of Germany.

]IL%T}Z% %‘cx)';f:i:o:?i%;:e ]fé I\éipe;li‘lzodefeaicd and taken prisoner by the
im}}g;r&a 11?;;1;?;3 E}?z’ggs'tlcald formed by the Protestant princes of
Gcl?;gn gfemy VIIL renounces the papal supremacy.

%gfg 11%?3?5&53%“&“ the i‘fi‘;em Charles Y., Philip IL becomes
King of Spain, anq Ferdi{hgl&iﬁl‘;?ﬁ;iﬁ 1;5 .Grerman'\-.

1057, Eﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁm the French at the battle of St. Quen-
ti .

5 i Spanish fleet, aid-
5 John of Austria, at the head of th_o Spanis  fieet,

edlf\} -V]zgxit-'mn and the papal squadrons, defeats the Turks at Le-

I‘alnst% Massacre of the Protestants in France on St.Bartholomew's

day. ; e

ai579. The Netherlands revolt against Spain.

1580. Philip IL conquers Portugal.

DEFEAT OF TIHE SPANISH ARMADA.

CHAPTER X.
THY DEFEAT OF THE SPANISH ARMADA A.D, 1588,

In thet memorable year, when the dark cloud gathered round our coasts,

ien Furope stood by in feariul suspense 1o hehold what should Le the
1 “sult of that great cast in the game of human politics, what the ciaft of
Rome, 1he power of Philip, the genius of T'a rnese could achieve againsy the
island-queen, with her Drakes and «ecils—in that agony of the Frotesuit
1ailh and English name.—Haveass, Const, 24ist, VoL, i, p. 220,

Ox the afternoon of the 19th of July, 4.p. 1588, a group of Fng-
lish captains was collected at. the Bowling Green on the Hoe af
Plymouth, whose equals have never befors o since been brought
together, even at that favorite mustering place of the heroes of tla
British navy. There was Sir Francis Drake the first English ¢ix-
cumnavigator of the globe, the terror of every Spanish coast in
the Old World and the New; there was Sir John Hawkins, the
rough veteran of many a daring voyage on tho African and Amer-
ican seag, and of many a desperate battle ; there was Sir DMartin
Frobisher, one of the earliest explorers of the Artic seas, in search
of that Northwest Passage which is sfill the darling object of Eng-
land’s boldest mariners, There was the high Admiral of England,
Loxrd Howard of Effingham, predigal of all things in his country’s
cause, and who had recently had the noble daring to refuse to dis-
mantle part of the fleet, though the queen had sent him orders to
do so, in consequence of an cxaggerated report that the enemy
had been driven back and shattered by astorm. TLord Howard
(whom contemporary writers describe as being of a wise and
noble courage, ‘skilful in sea matters, wary and provident, and of
great esteem among the seilors) resolved to risk his sovereign's
anger, and to keep the ships afloat st his own charge, rather than
that England should run the peril of losing their protection.

Another of our Elizabethan sea-kings, Sir Walter Raleigh, wag
at that time commissioned to raise and equip the land forces of
Cornwall; but we may well believe that he must have availed him-
self of tie opportunity of consulting with the lord admiral and
the other high officers, which was offered by the English fleet put-
ting into Plymouth ; and we may look on Raleigh as one of the
group that was assembled at the Bowling Green on the Hoe,
Many other brave men and skilful mariners, besides. the chicfs
whose names have been mention ed, were there, enjoying with true
sailor-like merriment, their temporary relaxation from duty. In
the harbor lay the English fleet with which they had just re-
turned from a cruise to Corunna in search of information respect-
ing the real condition and movements of the hostile Armada,
Lord Howard Lad escertained that our enemies, though tempest-
tossed, were still formidably sirong; und fearing that part of their
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fleet might malke for Ensland in his absence, he had hurried back
to the Devonshire coast. He resumed his station at Plymouti,
and waited there for certain tidings of the Spaniard’s approach.

A mateh at bowls was being played, in which Drake and other
high officers of the fleet were engaged, when a small armed ves-
sel was seen running before the wind into Plymouth harbor with
all sails set. Her commander landed in haste and eagerly sought
the place where the English lord admirals and his captains were
standing. His name was Fleming; he was the master of a Scotch
privateer; and he told the English officers that he had that morn-
ing seen the Spanish Armada off the Cornish coast. At this
exciting information the captains began to hwrry down to tha
water, and there was a shoufing for the ships’ boats ; but Drake
cooly checked his comrades, and insisted the mateh should be
pleyed out. e said that there was plenty of time both to winthe
game and beat the Spaniards. The best and bravest mateh that
ever was scored was resumed accordingly. Drake and his friends
aimed their last bowls with the same steady, calculating coolness
with which they were about to point their guns. The winning
cast was made; and then they wenton board and prepared for
action with their hearts as light and their nerves as firm as they
had been onthe Hoe Bowling Green.

Meanwhile the messengers and signals had been dispatched fast
and far throngh England, to warn each town and village that the
enemy had come at last. In everysen-port there was instant mak-
ing ready by land and by sea ; in every shire and every city there
was instant mustering of horse and man.* But England’s best
defense then, asever, was in her fleet; and after warpinglaborionsly
oub of Plymouth harbor against the wind, the lord admiral stood
westward under easy sail, keeping an anxions look-out for the
Armada, the approach of which was soon announced by Cornish
fish-boats and signals from the Cornish clils.

The England of our own days is so strong, and the Spain of cur
own days 1s so fecble, that it is not easy, without some reflection and
care, to comprehend the full extent of the peril which England
then ran from the power and the ambition of Spain, or to appre-
ciate the importance of that crisisin the history of the world.
We had then no Indian or colonial empire, save the feeble germs
of our North American settlements, which Raleigh and Gilbert
had recently planted. Scotland was a separate kingdom ; and
Ireland was then even a greater source of weakness and a worse
nest of rebellion than she has been in after times. Queen

* In Macaulay’s Ballad on the Spanish Armada, the transmission of the

tidings of the Armada’s approach, and the arming of the English nation,

wgnificently deseribed. 'fhe progress of he fire-signals is depicted in

h are worthy of comparison with the renowned passagein tho

Agamemnon, which deseribes the transmission of the beacon-light an=
nouncing the fall of Troy from Mount Ida to Argos,
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Llizabeth had found at her accession an encumbered reventue. a
divided people, and an unsuceessful foreign war, in which the Iast
rempant of our possessions in France had been lost: she had aléo
a formidable pretender to her exown, whose interests were favored
by all the Roman Catholic powers ; and even some of her subjects
were Warped by religious bigotry to deny her title, and to look on
her as a heretical usurper. It is true that during the years of her
reign which had passed away before the attempte?i invasion of 1588
she had revived the commercial prosperity, the national spirit, and
the national loyalty of England, But her resources to cope,with
the cclossa_l power of Philip IT, still seemed most scanty ; and she
had not a single foreign ally, except the Duteh, who were themselves
struggling hard, and, as it seemed, hopelessly, to maintain their
revolt against Spain,

On the other hand, Philip IL was absolute master of an empire
50 superior to the other states of the world in extent, in resources
and especially in military and naval forces as to make the projec!':
of enlarging that empire into a universal monarchy seem a per-
fectly feasible scheme ; and Philip had both the ambition to form
that project, and the resolution to. devote all his energies and all
his means to ifs realization. Since the downfall of the Roman
empire no such preponderating power had existed in the world.
During the medimval centuries the chief European kingdoms were
slowly moulding themselves out of the feudal chaos; and though
the wars with each other were numerous and desperate, and several
of their respective kings figured for a time as mighty conguerors
none of them in those times acquired the c{msistengy and pel‘fed':
organization which are requisite for a long-sustained career of
agorandizement. After the consolidation of the great kingdoms
they for some time kept each other in mutual check, During the
first half of the sixteenth century, the balancing system was suc.
cessfully practiced by European statesmen. But when Philip II
reigned, France had become g0 miserably weak through hey Lc* Vit
wars, that he had nothing to dread from the rival state which had
so long curbed his father, the Emperor Charles V. In (}ermanvv
Italy, and Poland he had either zealous friends and depend ents,
or weak and divided enemies, Againstthe Turks he had g;inef‘i
great and glorious successes ; and he might look round the conti-
nent of Europe without discerning a single antagonist of whom he
could stand in awe. Spain, when he acceded to ths throne, was
at the zenith of her power. The hardihood and spirit which tho
Aragonese, the Castilians, and the other nations of the peninsula
had aequired during centuries of free institutions and successful
war against the Moors, had nobt yet become obliterated, Charles
V. hed, indeed, destroyed the libertics of Spain ; but that had
been done too recently for its full evil to be felt in Philip’s time
A people cannot be debased in a single generstion: and the
Spaniards under Charles V. and Philip IL. proved the truth of the
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remark, that no nation is ever so formidable to its neighbors for o
time, #5 a nation which, after being trained up in self-government,
passes suddenly under a despotic ruler, The energy of domo-
cratic institutions survives for a few gererations, and to it are
superadded the decision and certainty which are the attributes of
government when all its powers are directed by a single mind. T¢
is true that this preternatural vigor is short-lived : national corrup-
tion and debasement gradually follow the loss of the national
liberties ; but there is an interval before their workings are felf,
and in that interval the most ambitious schemes of foreign con-
quest are often successtully undertaken.

Philip had also the advantage of finding himself at the head of a
large standing army in a perfect state of disciplineand equipment,
in an age when, except some few insignificant corps, standing
armies were unknown in Christendom. “Therenown of theSpenish
troops was justly high, and the infantty in particular was consid-
ered the bestin the world. His fleet, also, was farmore numerous,
and better appointed than that of any other Enropean power ; and
both his soldiers and his sailors had the confidence in themselves
and their commanders which a long career of successful warfare
alone can ereate.

Besides the Spanish crown, Philip succeeded to the kingdom of
Naples and Sicily, the duchy of Milan, Franche-Compte, and the
Netherlands. In Africa he possessed Tunis, Oran, the Cape Verde,
and the Canary Islands ; and in Asis, the Philippine and Sunda
Islands, and a part of the Moluccas, Beyond the Aflantic he was
lIord of the most splendid portions of the New World, which
Columbus found ‘“for Castile and T.eon.” The empires of Peru
and Mexico, New Spain, and Chili, with their abundant mines of
the precious metals, Hispaniola and Cuba, and many other of the
American islands, were provinees of the sovereign of Spain.

Philip had, indeed, experienced .the mortification of seeing the
inhabitants of the Netherlands revolt against his authority, nor
conld he succeed in bringing back beneath the Spanish scepter
sll the possessions which his father had bequeathed to him. Eut
Lie had reconquered a large number of the towns and districis
that originally took up arms against him. Belginm was brought
more thoroughly into implicit obedience to Spain than she Lad
been before her insurrection, and it was only Holland and the six
other northern states that still held out against his arms. The
contest had also formed a compact and veteran army on Philip's
gide, which, under his great general, the Prince of Parma, had
been trained to act together under all difficulties and all vicissi-
tudes of warfare, and on whose steadiness and loyalty perfect re-
linnce might be placed throughout any enterprise, however difii-
cult and tedious. Alexander Farnese, prince of Parma; captain
general of the Spanish ermies, and governor of the Spanish posses-
sions in the Netherlands, was beyond all comparison the greatest
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military genius of hisage. Ho was also highly distinguishe
political wisdom and sagacify, and for his gi"{eat adlﬁ?;?iﬂitf?;
talents, He was idolized by his troops, whose affections he knew
how to win without relaxing their discipline or diminishing his
own authority. Pre-eminently cool and circumspect in his plans
but swift and energetic when the moment arrived for striking a
decisive blow, neglecting no risk that caution could prov?de
againss, conciliating even the populations of the districts which he
attacked by his serupulous good faith, his moderation, and his
address, Farnese was one the most formidable generals that ever
could be placed at the head of an army designed not only to
:{m batltcllesi';’hbtutt ltc‘: a&'?ct c_clonqueﬁts. Happy it is for England and
16 WOL. at this 1sland was save i are |
the exhibition of his powers. L mleniisanameor
. Whatever diminution the Spanish empire might have sustained
in the Netherlands seemed fo be more than compensated by the
acquisition of Portugal, which Philip had completely conquer-
ed in 1580. Not only that ancient kingdom itself, but all the
{ruits of the maritime enterprises of the Portuguese, had fallen
into Philip’s hands.  All the Portuguese colonies in America,
Adriea, and the East Indies acknowledged the sovereignty of the
King of Spain, who thus not only united the whole Iberian penin-
sula under his single scepter, but had acquired a transmarine
empire little inferior in wealth and extent to that which he had
inherited at his accession. The splendid victory which his fleet,
in conjunction with the papal and Venetian gaf]eys, had gained
at Lepanto over the Turks, had deservedly exalted the fame of the
Spanish marine throughout Christendom; and when Philip had
1';1%1;;&1 tliu-ty-hyﬁ yc;u:s, {:hf1 vigor of his empire seemed unbroken
and the glory of the Spanish ar increase increas.
ing throughout the wolrld. e o8
One nation only had been his active, his perseveri i
successful foe. England had encouraged hisprevolfg:cllnsgﬁ}?j%gtshiﬁ
l'l_;mders against him, and given them the aid in men and ma;lﬁe r
without which they must soon have been humbled in the dué}h'
Eug]}sh ‘slups had plundered his colonies: had defied his s‘:tprem:
acy in the New World as well as the Old; they bad inflicted
ignominious defeats on his squadrons; they had éaptured Eis
cities, and burned his arsenals on the very coast of Spain, The
English had made Philip himself the object of personal insult
He was. held up to ridicule in their stage-plays and ms:s—];s anci
these scoffs at the man had (as is not unusual in sach cases) excited
the anger of the absolute king even more vehemently than the in
juries inflicted on his power* Personal as weil ps politica
revenge urged him to attack England. Were she once s‘lbd_ue(';i
the Dutch must submit ; France coull not cope with him,‘t-he em

* Ses Ranke’s “ Hist, Popes,” vol. ii., p. 170,
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pire would not oppose him ; and universal -domlm-ﬂﬁ ge]emed sure
{0 be the result of the conguest of that mahgnunvth;sc f;_ a(rm i Koo

There was yet another and a stronger fleelmg_ln .1r€(t e Xing
Philip against England. He was one of the s‘ni.c“ sl
the sternest bigots of his age. He looked on, 1.:15 b e
looked on by others, as the appointed champmn‘ to‘e‘.en}.A Srey
and re-establish the papal power t.hroughoutVDum}‘) r;e, sinlc]-e L
ful reaction against Protestantism had t-txl}.e,n E;a S
commencement of the second half of the snt(,in ‘T‘ge i}.efg:-u;ea
e looked on himself as destined to complefo i aile s i
doctrines had been gzoroughlylm%t:ilo ﬁ; ; 1f'L ;ﬁzc{l) teq?s,}; and Ibeen
Belgium, which had previously gty b

-od Loth in allegiance and creed by Philip, ¢ e

Egigrelqol;lecmgfbthe most Catholic countries in the ;Ym;ﬂlvmi-{%f
Germany bad been won back to the old f-fw.ﬁ,h. Eft Lie o
Gwitzerland, and many other countries, the pr c{gressT?B e
ter-Reformation had been rapid an{%} declsnle. urtl i.t%'e}_f ol
leacue seemed victorious in France. The papal co s

i : turies, and, at the head
cen off the supineness of recent centuries, L. gl the head
i}i{a%l‘;eell'] esuits u.n}l) the other new ecclcsxasb;c.al m:le_lf'.i {:‘%Sr (11113
playing a vigor and o boldness worthy of the days of Hildebrand,
: Innocent 111, :
Ol'ﬁgguﬂllout continental Europe, the Protestants, discomfitted
te]

i v ke inoland as their protector and refugs.
cmaved, looked to England r OF B
%1{11%;11 w}"s the ncknowledged central point c:fb Pl)loi;vhft,a.ﬂii pow ;.g
aipaliog: 1 Eneland was to stab Protestantism
nd policy ; and to conquer lng as B . :
:tibe ‘E,'-:ry heart,  Sixtus V., the then reigning pope_,lga*negtrl'yf;i
horted Philip to this enterprise. And when the tid 151%5 ée“cﬂ; t‘o
Italyond Spain that the Protestant Queenfots E?glajne : ?y ](;:;‘ti*e
il ; o tholi is r. Mary Queen of Scots, the fu h
&eath her Catholic prisoner, Mary ) ik
Vatican anc{ Tsenrial knew nobounds. Elizabeth _wai dia(_f.ngic t
a8 the murderous heretic whose destruction was an instan : uty. ‘e
: = Earr =
formal treaty was conchuied(m.]’unef l.JSJ%,J})}Ehwhmh te: 01;(;}:9
i i amilli othe expens h
self to contribute amillion of seuditc s of
bc{):zll{i }:31;222 yto beb;:aid assoon as the king bad actual poasessml}f
ﬁi(' ;:n ]"."myiiSh f}ort. Philip, on his part, strained 4;_1!811:('5'"01‘1(:&5 0
: Tro ath i “u‘vn- r
his yvast gmpire to the utmost. Thel ; cnt;}i‘(]atﬂ ;;cxi;i (cslw ;c; cnnfl;ﬁrl
it i a-vorts of the Mediterranean, o
_operated with him. In thesea-port liter et
g?o;}grealj‘mort the whole coast from G-1bra1(a1{ to J utl;nd_,l 1t.m;lp;.1 .
ti or 1 e nins were urged forward with all th
arations for the great armam( s izael orar h of 0
Eav-nestness of religious zeal as wellagol an g_q‘h:r.bxt:.{m. - i-lzw_uts,f1
325 the German historian of the popes™ ¢ j:mhs cu:u'l the LI).lLih.l
: o}wew‘ of Italy and Spain, from which such mighty influences '(;
LD - T T3 ; =
gaﬂe forth over the whole world, now rouse themse_l_i\ c].s if:'m_alni %
i ; 1 ‘The kine had already compiled, from the
{ack upon England ! The king - ey \-1~11=¢11 Temsp
archives of Simancas, a statement o e claims whi

e s

* Ranke, vol, il., p. 172
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the throne of that country on the extinetion of the Stuart line:
the most brilliant prospects, especially that of & universal domin-
ion of the seas, were associated in his mind with this enterprise.
Every thing seemed to conspire to such an end ; the predominancy
of Catholicism in Germany, the renewed attack upon the Hugne-
nots in France, the stfempt upon Geneva, and the enterprise

sainst England. Af the same moment, a thoroughly Catholic
prince, Sigismund IIL, ascended the throne of Poland, with the
prospect also of future suceession to the throne of Sweden. But
whenever any principle or power, be it what it may, aims at un-
limited supremacy in Europe, some vigorous resistance to it, hav-
ing its origin in the deepest springs of human nature, invariably
arises. Philip IL had to encounter newly, awakened powers,
braced by the vigor of youth, and elevated by a sense of their
future destiny. The intrepid corsairs, who had rendered every
seainsecure, now clustered round the coasts of their native island.
The Protestants in a body—even the Puritans, although they had
been subjected to as severe oppressions as the Catholics—railied
round their queen, who now gave admirable proof of her mascu-
line courage, and her princely talentof winning the affeciions, and
leading the minds, and preserving the allegiance of men.”

Ranke should have added that the English Catholics at this
crisis proved themselves as loyal to their queen and true to their
country as were the most vehement anti-Catholic zealdts in the
island. Some few traitors there wete ; but as 2 body, the English-
men who held the ancient faith stood the tiial of their patriotism
nobly. The lord admiral himself was a Catholic, and (to adept
the words of Hallam) ““then it was that the Catholics in every
county repaired to the standard of the lord lisutenant, imploring
that they might not be suspected of bartering the national inde-

“pendence for their religion itself.” The Spaniard found no

partisans in the country which he assailed, nor did England, self-
wounded,

‘‘Lie at the proud foot of her enemy.”

Tor upward of a yearthe Spanish preparations had been netive-
ly end unremittingly urged forward. Negotiations were, during
this time, carried on at Ostend, in which variouss pretexts were as-
signed by the Spanish ecommissioners for the gathering togetherof
such huge masses of shipping,-and such equipments of troops in
all the sea-ports which their master ruled; but Philip himself took
little care to disguise his intentions; nor could Elizabeth and hor
able ministers doubt but that this island was the real object of the
Spanish armament. The peril that was wisely foreseen was reso—
Iutely provided for. Circular letters from the queen were senf
round fo the lord lieutenants of the several counties, requiring
them *“to call together the best sort of gentlemen under their leu-
tenancy, and fo declare unto them these grest preparations and
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arrogant threatenings, now burst forth in action Ppon the eeais:,l
wherein every man’s particular state, in the highest degree, cou
be touched in respect of country, liberty, wives, children, l_ands:f
lives, and (which was specially to be regarded) the rprofesmcm o
the true and sincere religion of Christ. - And tolay before them thci
infinite and unspeakable miseries that would fall out upon any
such change, which miserics were ev1dent_[y seen b_y the fruits of
that havd and cruel government holden in countries not far dis-
tant, We do look,” said the queen, ““that the most part of th(.m
should have, upon thisinstant extraordinary occasion, a lur.gerpr_‘o-v
portion of furniture, both for horsemen and footmen, "but esp_ecmlqn
horsemen, than hath been certified, thereby to be in their best
strength against any attempt, ortobe employed about our own per-
gon, or otherwise. Hereunto as we doubt not but by your goo.d
endeavors they will be the rather conformable so also we assure
ourselves that Almighity God will so bless these their loyal heaxts
born towards us, their loving sovereign, and their natural country,
that all the attempts of any enemy whatsoever shall be 1}19.(1,@ vold
and frustrate, to their confusion, your comfoxt, and to God’s high
lory. ™ !
: TLetters of a similar kind were also sent by the council to each ‘of
the nobility, and to the great cities. The primate called on the
clergy for theircontributions; and by every class of the pommun}W
the appeal was responded to with liberal zeal, that of_ferecl more even
than the queen required. The boasting threats of the S]mfl‘mrds
had roused the spirit of the nation, and the whole people ‘‘were
thoroughly irritated tostir up the whole forces for their defense
against such prognosticated conquests; so that in a very short
time, all her whole realm, and every corner, were furnished with
armed men, on horseback and on foot; and those continually
trained, exercised, and put into bands, in warlike manner, as in no
age ever was before in this realm. There was 1o sparing of money
to provide horse, armor, weapons, powder, and all necessaries; no,
nor want of provision of pioneers, carriages, and victuals, in every
county of the realm, without exception, to attend upon the armies.
And to this general furniture every man voluntarily offered, very
many their services personally without wages, others money for
armor and weapons, and to wage soldiers; a matter strange, and
never the like heard of in this realm or elsewhere. And this general
reason moved all men to large contributions, that when a conquest
was to be withstood wherein all should be lost, it was no time to
spare a portion,”} ;
Our lion-hearted queen showed herself wort-_hy of such a people.
A camp was formed at Tilbury; and there Elizabeth rode through

® Strype, cited in Southey’s * Naval History.”? s
+ 0015}) of contemporary letter in the Harlelan Collectlon, quoted by
Scuthey.
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the ranks, encouraging her capteins and her scldiers by her pres-
ence and her words, One of the speeches which she addressed to
them during this crisis has been preserved; and though often
quoted, it must not be omitted here.

“My loving people,” she said, ‘‘wo have been persuaded by
some that are careful of oursafety to tuke heed how we commit our-
sclves to armed multitudes, for fear of treachery; but I assure you
I do not desire to live to distrust my faithful and loving people. -
Let tyrants fear | Thave alwaysso behaved myself, that under God,
I have placed my chiefeststrength and safeguard in the loyal hearts
and good will of my subjects; and, therefore, I am come among
you, as you sece, at this time, not for my recreation and disport, but
being resolved, in the midst and heat of the battle, to live or die
among you all, to lay down for my God, for my kingdom, and for
my people, my honor and my blood even in the. dust. I knowl
have the body but of a weak and feeble woman, but I havethe heart
and stomach of a king, and of a King of England too, and think it
foul scorn that Parma, or Spain, or any prince of Europe should
dare to invade the borders of my realm, to which rather than an
dishonor shall grow by me, I myself will take up arms, I myself will
be yourgeneral, judge, end rewarder of every one of yourvirtuesin
the field. I knowalready, for yourforwardness, you have deserved
rewards and crowns; and we do assure you, onthe word of a prince
they shall be duly paid you. In the mean time, my lieutenant gen-
eral shall bein my stead, than whom never prince commanded a
more noble or worthy subject, not doubting but by your obedi-
ence to my general, by your ccncord in the camp, and your valor
in the field, we shall shortly have a famous victory over thoss
enemies of my God, of my kingdom and of my people.”

Some of Llizabeth's advisers recommended that the whole care
and recources of the government should be devoted to the equip-
ment of the armies, and that the enemy, when hLe attempted to
Iand, should be welcomed with a battle on the shore. But the
wiser counsels of Raleigh and others prevailed, who urged the im-
portance of fitting out a fleet that should encounter the Spaniards
at sea, and, if possible, prevent them from approaching theland at
all. TIn Releigh's great work on “the * History of the World,” he
tikes ocecasion, when discussing some of the events of the first
Punie war, to give his reasonings on the proper policy of England
when menaced with invasion. Without doubt, we have there the
substance of the advice which he gave to Elizabeth’s council ; and
the remarks of such a man on such a subject have a general and
enduring interest, beyond the immediate crisis which called them
forth. Raleigh says :* “Hurely I hold that the best way is to keep
ouz enemies from treading upon our ground ; wherein it we fail,
then must we seek to male him wish that he had stayed at hisown

# « Historie of the World,” p. 799-801.
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home. In such a case, if it should happen, our judgments are fo
gh many porticular circumstances, that Lelongs not unto this
liscourse. liut making the guestion general, the positive, Wi

L the Lelp of her fleet, be able to debar an enemy from

. 1 Lold that ibis nnable so to do, and therefore I think it

angerous to make the adventure; for the encouragement of

8 lirsh victory to an enemy, and the discouragement of being

beaten to the invaded, may draw after it o most perilous conse-
‘quence,

“ Great difference I know there is, and a diverse consideration
ta be had, between such a country as Franco is, gtrengthened with
many fortified places, and this of ours, where our ramparts are
but the bodies of men.  But I say that an army to be transperted
over sez, end to be landed again in an enemy's country, and theo
place left to the cboice of the invader, cannot be resisted on the
coast of Togland without a fleet to impeach it ; no, nor on the
const of France, or any other country, except every creek, port, or

sandy bay had a powerful army in each of them to make opposi-

tion. For let the supposition be granted that Xent is able to fur-
nish twelve thousand foot, and that those twelve thousand be laved
in the three best landing-places within that country, to wit, three
thousand at Margat, three thousand at the Nesse, and six thousand
at Foulkstore, that is, sumewhat equally distant from them both,
as also that two of these troops (unless some otherorder be thonght
more fit) be directed to strengthen the third, when they shall see
the enemy’s fleet to head toward it: I say, that notwithstending
this provision, if the enemy, setting sail from the Isle of Wight, in
the first watch of the night, and towing their long boats at their
sterns, shall arrive by dawn of day at the Nesse, and thrust their
army on shore there, it will be hiard for those three thousand that
are ab Margat (twenty-and-four long miles from thence) to come
time enough to re-enforce their fellows at the Nesse. Nay, how
shall they at Foulkstone be able to do 1f, who are nearer by more
than half the way ? seeing that the enemy, at his first m'ri‘;u], will
either make his entrance by force, with three or four shot of great
artillery, and quickly put the first three thousand that are in-
trenched at the Nesse to run, or else give them so much to do that
they shall be glad tosend for help to Foulkstone, and perhaps to
blargat, whereby those places will be left bare. Now let us sup-
pose that all the twelve thousand Kentish soldiers arrive at the
Nesse ere the enemy can be ready to disembarque his army, so
that he will find it unsafe to land in the face of so many prepared
to withstand him, yet must we belfeve that he will play the best
to hisown game (having liberty to go which way he list), and
under covert of the night, set sail toward the east, where what
ghall hinder him to take ground either at Margat, the Downes, or
elsewhere, before they at the Nesse ean bs well aware of his de-
parture? Certainly there is nothing more easy than to do it. Yea,
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tha like may be said of Weymouth, Purbeck, Poole, and of all
landing-places on the southwest ; for there is no man ignorant that
ships, without putting themselves out of breath, will easily outrun
the soldiers that coast them. ¢ Les armees ne volent point en posie;’
«Armies neither flye nor run post,’ saith a marshal of France, And I
know if to be true, that a fleet of ships may be seen at sunset, and
after it at the Lizard, yet by the next morning they may recover
Portland, whereas an army of foot shall not be able to march it in
six dayes. Again, when those troops lodged on the sea-shores
shall be forced fo run from place to place in vain, after a. fleet of
ships, they will at length sit. down in the midway, and leave all at
allventure. But say it were otherwise, that the invading enemy
will offer to land in some such place where there shall be an army
of ours ready to receive him ; yet it cannot be doubted but that
when the choice of all our trained bands, and the choice of our
ecommanders and captains, shall be drawn together (as they were
at Tilbury in the year 1588) to attend the person of the prince,
and for the defense of the city of London, they thai remain to
guard the coast can be of no such force as to encounter an army
like unto that wherewith it was intended that the Prince of Parma
should have landed in England.

“Tor end of this digression, I hope that this questionshall never
come to trial : his majesty’s many movable forts will forbid the
experience. And although the English will no less disdain, than
any nation under heaven can do, to be beaten upon their own
ground, or elsewhere, by a foreign enemy, yet to enfertain those
that shall assail us, with their own beef in their bellies and befors
they eat of our Xentish capons, I take it to be the wisest way ; to
do which his majesty, after God, will employ his good ships on

he sea, and not trust in any intrenchment upon the shore.”

The introduction of steam asa propelling powerat seahasadded
ten-fold weight to these arguments of Raleigh. On theother hand,
a well-constructed system of rail-ways, especially of coast-lines,
aided by the operation of the electric telegraph, would give facili-
ties for concentrating a defensive army to oppose an enemy on
landing, and for moving troops from place to place in observation
of the movements of the hostile fleet, such as would have asion-
ighed Sir Walter, even more than the sight of vessels passing
rapidly to and fro without the aid of wind ortide. The observation
of the French marshal, whom he quotes, is now no longer correct.
Armies can be made to pass from place to place almost with the
speed of wings, and far more rapidly than any post-travelling that
was known in the Elizabethan or any other age. Siill, the pres-
ence of a suficient armed force at the right spof, at theright tims,
can never be made a matter of certainty; and even. after the
changes that have taken place, no one can doubt but that the pol-
icy of Raleigh is that which England should ever seek to follow in
defensive war, At the time of the Armada, that policy cerfainly




