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fons and forty-five squadrons, and was threatening the town of
Huys. At the same time Marlborough received letters from ths
Margrave of Baden and Count Wratislaw, who commanded the Im,
perialist forces at Stollhoffen, near the left bank of the Rhine,
stating that Tallard had made a movement as if intending to crosa
the Riine, and urging him to hasten his march towards the lineq
of Stollhoffen. Marlborough wss not diverted by these applica.
tions from the prosecution of his grand design. Conscious thal
the army of Villeroy would be too much reduced to undertake
offensive operations, by the detachments which had already been
made toward the Rhine, and those which must follow his own
march, he halted only a day to quiet the alarms of Auverquerque.
To satisfy also the margrave, he ordered the troops of Hompesch
and Bulow to draw toward Philipsburg, though with privateinjune-
tions not to proceed beyond a certain distance. He even exacteda
promise to the same effect from Count Wratislaw, who at the junc-
ture arrived at the camp toattend him during the whole eampaicn.”

Marlborough reached the Rhine at Coblentz, where he crossed that
river, and then marched along its left bank to Broubach and Mentz.
His march, though rapid, was admirably conducted, so as to saye
the troops from all unnecessary fatigue; ample supplies of provi-
sions were ready, and the most perfect discipline was maintained.
By degrees Marlborough obtained more re-enforcements from the
Dutch and the otherconfederates, and healso wasleft more at liberty
by them to follow his own course. Indeed before even a blow was
struck, his enterprise had paralyzed the enemy, and had material-
1y released Ausfria from the pressure of the war. Villeroy, with
his detachments from the French Flemish army, was completely
bewildered by Marlborough’s movements; and, unable to divine
where it was that the English general meant to strike his blow,
wasted away the early part of the summer between Flanders and
the Moselle without effecting any thing. {

Marshal Tallard who commanded forty-five thousand French ot
Strasburg, and who had been destined by Louis to march early in
the year into Bavaria, thought that Marlborough's march along
the Rhine was preliminary to an attack upon Alsace; and the Mar-
ghal therefore kept his forty-five thougand men back in order to

rotect France in that guarter. Muarlborough skilfully encouraged
is apprehensions, by causing a bridge fo constructed across the
Rhine at Philipsburg, and by making the Landgrave of Hesse ad-
vanee his artillery at Manheim, as if for a siege at Landau. Mean-
while the Elector of Bavaria and Marshal Marsin, suspecting that
Marlborongh’s design might e what it really proved to be, forebode

* Coxe

4 ¢¢ Marshal Villeroy,” says Volteire, “who had wished to follow XMarl-
borough on his fitst marches, suddenly los tof him altegether, andonty
learned whers ho really was on heariiiz of his victory at Donawert.”!  Siecie
de Louis XIV.
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to press upon the Austrians opposed to them, or to send troopsinte
Hungary; and they kept back so as to secure their communications
with France, Thus, when Marlborough, at the beginning of June,
left the Rhine and marched for the Danube, the numerous hostile
armies were uncombined, and unable to check him.

«With such skill and science had this enterprise been concerted,
that at the very moment when it assumed a specific direction,
the enemy was no longer enabled to render it abortive. As the
mareh was now to be bent toward the Danube, notice was given for
the Prussians, Palatines, and Hessians, who were stationed on the
Rhine, to order their march so as to join the main body in its prog-

‘yess. At the same time, directions were sent to accelerate the

advance of the Danish auxiliaries, who were marching from the
Netherlands.”® >

Crossing the River Neckar, Marlborough marched in southeast-
ern direction to Mundelshene, where he had his first personal
interview with Prince Eugene, who was destined to be his colleague
on so many glovious fields. Thence, through » difficult and dan-
gerous country, Marlborough continued his march against the Ba-
varians, whom he cncountered on the 2d of July on the heights of
the Schullenberg; near Donsuwert. Marlborough stormed their
intrenched camp, crossed the Danube, took several strong places
in Bavaria, and made himself complctely master of the elector’s
dominions, except the fortified cities of Munich and Augsburg.
But the elector's army, though defeated at Donanwert, was still
numerous and strong: and at last Marshal Tallard, when thorough-
ly apprised of the real nature of Marlborough’s movements, crossed
the Rhine; and being suffered, through the supineness of the Ger-
man General at Stollhoffen, to march without loss through the
Black Forest, he united his powerful army at Biberbach, near Augs-
burg, with that of the elector and the French troops under Marshal
Marsin, who had previously been co-operating with the Bavarians.

On the other hand, Marlborough recrossed the Danube, and on
the 1lth of August united his army with the Imperialist forces
under Prince Bugene. The combined armies aceupied a position
near Hochstadt, a little higher up the left bank of the Danube
than Donauwert, the secene of Marlborough’s recent victory, and
almost exactly on the ground where Marshal Villars and the
elector had defeated an Austrian army in the preceding year.
The French mnarshals and the elecior were now in position &
little farther to the east, between Blenheim and Lmtzingen, and
with the little stream of the Nebel between them and the troops
of Marlborough and Eugene. The Gallo-Bavarian army con-
sisted of about sixty thousand men, and they had sixty-one pieces
of artillery. The army of the allies was about fifty-six thousand
strong with fifty-two guns.

* Coxe.
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Although the French army of Italy had been unable to pene-
trate into Auvstria, and although the masterly strateey of Marl-
borough had hitherto warded off the destruction with which the
eausé of the allics secmed menaced at the beginning of the cam-

7, the peril was still most serious. 1t was absclutely neces-
sary for Muriborough to aitack the enemy before Villeroy should
be roused into action. There was nothing to stop tiat general
and his army from marching into Franconia, whenee the allies
drew their principal supplies; and besides thus distressing them,
he might, by marching on and joining his army to those of Tul-
laxd and the elector, form a mass which would overwhelm the
force under Marlborough and Eugene. On the other hand, the
chaneces of a battle seemed perilous, and the fatal consequenees
of a defeat were certain. The disadvantage of the alliesin y
of number was not very great, but stillit was not to be disregaided;
and the advantage which the enemy seemed to have in the com-
position of their troops was striking. Tallard and Marsin had
forty-five thousand Frenchmen under them, all veterans and a1l
trained fo act together; the elector’s own troops also were good
soldiers. Maxlborough, like Wellington at Waterloo, headed un
army, of which the larger proportion consisted not of English, but
of men of many different nations and many different languages
He was also obliged to be the assailantin the action, and thus to
expose his troops to comparatively heavy loss at the commence-
ment of the battle, while the enemy would fight under the protcc-
ticn of the villages and lines which they were actively enguged in
strengthening. The consequences of a defeat of the confederited
army must have broken up the Grand Alliance, and realized the
prondest htpes of the French king Mr. Alison, in his admiralle
military history of the Duke of Marlborough, has truly stated
the effects which would have taken place if France had been sue-
cessful in the war; and when the position of the confederates at
the time when Blenheim was fought is remembered—when we
recollect the exhanstion of Austria, the menacing insmrection of
Hungary, the feuds and jealousies of the German princes, the
strength and activity of the Jacolite party in Ensland, and the
imbecility of nearly all the Dutch stat n ‘of the time, and this
weakness of Holland if deprived of her ailies, we may adopt hig
words in speculating on what would bave ensued if France had
been victorious in the battle, and if a jower, animated by
ambition, guided by the fanaticism, and directed by the ahility of
that of Louis XIV., had gained the nscendency in Europe. rond
all question, a universal despotic dominion would have been
established over the bodies, a cruel spiritual thraldom over the
minds of men. TFrance and Spain united under Bourbon princes
and in a close family alliance—the empire Charlemagne with that
of Charles V.—the power which revoked {he Edict of Nantes and
perpetrated the massacre of St. Bartholomew, with that which ban-
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ished the Moriscoes and established the Inquisition, would have
proved irresistible, and beyond example destructive o the best
interests of mankind.

“The Protestants might have Lieen driven, like the pagan hea-
thens of old by the son of Pepin, beyond the Elbe; the Stuart race,
and with them Romish ascendency, might have been re-establish-

“ed in England; the fire lighted by Latimer and Ridley might

Lave been extinguished in blood; and the energy Lreathed by
zeligious freedom into the Anglo-Saxon race might have ex-
pired. The destinies of the world would have been changed.
Europe, instead of a variety of independent states, whose mutual
hostility kept alive courage, while their national rivalry simu-
lated talent, would have sunk into the slumber attendant on uni-
versal dominion. The colonial empire of England would have

- withered away and perished, as that of Spain has done in the grasp

of the Inquisition. The Anglo-Saxon race would have been arrest-
ed in its mission fo overspread the earth and subdue it. The
centralized despotism of the Roman empire would have been re-
newed on Continental Europe; the chains of Romish tyranny,
and with them the general infidelity of France befora the Revolu-
ii(i}n, would have extinguished or perverted thought in the British
Islands.”™

Marlborough’s words at the council of war, when a battle was
resolved on, are remarkable, and they deserve recording, We
know them on the authority of his chaplain, Mr. (afterward Bishop)
Hare, who accompanied him throughout the campaign, and in
whose journal the biographers of Marlborough have found many
of their best materials. Marlborough's words to the officers who
remonstrated with him on the seeming temerity of attacking the
enemy in their position were, “I know the danger, yet a batile
is absolutely necessary, and I rely on the bravery and diseipline
of the troops, which will make amends for our disadvantages.”
In the evening orders were issued for a general engagement, and
received by the army with an alacrity which justified his confi-
dence.

The French and Bavarians were posted behind a little stream
called the Nebel, which runs almost from north to south into the
Danube immediately in front of the village of Blenheim. The
Nebel flows along a little valley, and the French occupied the
rising gronnd to the west of it. The village of Blenheim was the
extreme right of their position, and the village of Lutzingen, about
three miles north of Blenheim, formed theirleft. Beyond Lutzingen
are the rugged high grounds of the Godd Berg and Eich Bérg,
on the skirts of which some detachments were posted, so as fo
secure the Gallo-Bavarian position from being turned on the left
flank. The Danube secured their right flank; and it was only in

* Aligon’s “Life of Marlborough,” p. 245,
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frons that they conld be attacked. The villages of Blenheim and
Lutzingen had been strongly palisaded and intrenched. Mar-
shal Tallard, who held the chief command, took his station ab
Blenheim; the elector and Marshal Mazsin commanded on the
left. Tallard garrisoned Blenheim with twenty-six battalions of
French infanfry and twelve squadrons of French cavalry. Marsin
and the elector Lad twenty-two battalions of infantry and thirty-
81X squadrons of cavalry in front of the village of Lutzingen. The
center was occupied by fourteen battalions of infantry, including
the celebrafed Irish brigade. These were posted in the littls
hamlet of Oberglau, which lies somewhat nearer to Lutzingen than
to Blenheim. Righty squadrons of cavalry and seven battalions
of foot were ranged between Oberzlau and Blenheim. Thus the
French position was very stong at each extremity, but was com-
paratively weak in the center. Tallard seems to have relied on
the swampy state of the part of the valley that reaches from below
Oberglan to Blenheim for preventing any serious attack on this
part of his line, f

The army of the allies was formed into two great divisions, the
largest Deing commanded by the duke in person, and being des-
tined fo act against Tullard, while Prince Fugene led the other
division, which cons chiefly of cavalry, and was intended to
‘oppose the en®myunder Marsin and the elector: As they approach-
ed the enemy, Marlborough's troops formed the leftand the center,
while Eugene'’s formed the right of the entire army, Karly in the
morning of the 13sh of August, the allies left their own camp and

1erched toward the enemy. A thick haze covered the ground,
and it was not until the allied right and center had advanced
Dearly within cannon shot of the enemy that Tallard was aware of
their approach. He made his preparations with what haste he
could, and about eight o'clock a heavy fire of artillery was opened
from the Freneh right on the advancing left wing of the British.
Marlborongh ordered up some of his Latteries to reply to it, and
while fhe columns that were to form the allied left and center
deployed, and took up their proper stations in the line, a warm
cannonade was kept up by the guns on both sides,

The groundd which Eugene’s columns had to traverse was pecu-
liarly difficult, especially for the passage of the artillery, and it
was nearly mid-day before he could get his troops into line
opposite to Liutzingen. During this interval, 3T Iborough order-
ed divine servics to be performed by the chaplains at the head of
each regiment, and then rode along the lines, and found hoth offi-
cers and men in the highest spirits, and waiting impatiently for
the signal for the attack. At length an aide-de-camp galloped up
from the right with the welcome news that Fugene was ready.
Marlborough instantly sent Tord Cutts, with a strong brigade of
infantry, to assault the village of Blenheim, while he Limself
ed the main body down the eastward slope of the valley of
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the Nebel, end prepared to effect the passage of the gfream.

The assault on Blenheim, though bravely made, was repulsed
with severe loss; and Marlborough, finding how strongly that vil-
lage was garrisoned, desisted from any farther attempts to carry it,
and bent all his energies to breaking the ememy’s line between
Blenheim and Oberglan. Some temporary bridges had been pre-
pared, and planks and fascines had been collected; and by the
aid of these, and a little stone bridge which crossed the Nebel,
near a hamlet called Unterglan, that lay in the center of the val-
ley, Marlborough succeeded in getting several squadrons across
the Nebel, though it was divided into several branches, and the
ground between them was soft, and, in places, little better than a
mere marsh. But the French artillery was not idle. The cannon
balls plunged incessantly among the advancing squadrons of the
allies, and bodies of French cavalry rode frequently down from the
western ridge, to charge them before they had time to forin on the
firm ground. 1t was only by supporting his men by fresh troops,
and by bringing up infantry, who checked the advance of the

.enemy's horse by their steady fire, that Marlborough wasable to

save his army in this quarter from a repulse, which, succeeding
the failure of the attack upon Blenheim, would probably have been
hatal to the allies. By degrees, his cavalry struggled over the
blood-stained streams; the infantry were also now brought across,
80 as to keep in check the French trcops who held Blenheim, and
who, when no longer assailed in front, had begun to sttack the .
allies on their left with considerable effect.

Marlborough had thus at last succeeded in drawing up the
whole lett wing of his army beyond the Nebel, and was about to
press forward with it, when he was called away to another part of
the field by a disaster that had befallen his center. ThePrince of
Holstein Beck had, with eleven Hanoverian battalions, passed the
Nebel opposite to Oberglau, when hewas charged and utterly routed
by the lrish brigade which held that village. The Irish drove the
Hanoverians back with heavy slaughter, broke completely through
the line of the allies, and nearly achieved a suceess as brilliant as
that which the same brigade afterward gained at F\ ontenoy. But
at Blenheim their ardor in pursuit Ied them too far. Marlborough
carie up in person, and dashed in upon the exposed flank of the
brigade with some squadrons of British ¢a valry, The Irish reeled
back, and as they strove to regain the height of Oberglau, their
column was raked through and through by the fire of throo bate
talions of the allies, which Marlborough had summoned up from
the reserve. Marlborough having re-established the order and
communications of the allies in this quarter, now, as he returned
to his own left wing, sent to learn how his colleague fured against
‘Marsin and the elector, and to inform FEugene of his'own success,

Engene had hitherto not been equally fortunate. He had made
threc attacks on the enemy opposed to him, and had been thrice
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drivem back. Ii wasonly by his own desperate personal exertions,
and the remarkable steadiness of the regiments’ of Prussian in-
fantry which were under him, that he was to save his wing frem
being totally defeated. But it was on the southern part of the
battle-field, on the ground which Marlborough had won beyond
the Nebel with such difficulty, that the crisis of the battle was {o
be decided. .

Like Hannibal, Marlborough relied principally on his cavalry
for achicving his decisive successes, and it was Ly hiscavalry tha
Blenheim, the greatest of his victories, was won, The battle had
lasted till five 1n the afterncon. Marlborough had now eight
thousend horsemen drawn up in two lines, and in the most per-
fect order for a general altack on the enemy’s line along the spuce
between Blenheim and Oberglau. The infantry was drawn up in
battalions in their reax, so as to support them 1f repulsed, and to
keep in check the large masses of the French that still oceupied
the village of Blenheim. Tailard now interlaced his squadions of
cavalry with battalions of infantry ; and Mariborough, by a cor-
responding movement, brought several regiments of infantiy. and
some pieces of artillery, to his front line at intervals betwecn the
* bodies of horse. A little after five, Marlborough commenced the
+ deeisive movement, and the allied cavalry, strengthened and sup-

ported by foot and guns, advanced slowly from the lower ground
near the Nebel up:the slope to where the Yrench cavalry, ten
thousand strong, awaited them. Cn riding over the summit of
the acclivity, the allies were received with co hiot a fire from the
French artillery and small arms, that at fivst the eavalry recoiled,
but without abandening the high ground. The guns and the in-
fantry which they had breught with them maintained the contest
with spirit apd effect. The French fire secmed to slacken. Marl-
borough instantly ordered a charge along the line. The allied
cavalry galloped forward at the enumny’ssquadrons, and the Learts
of the French horsemen failed them. Discharging their earbines
at an idle distance, they wheeled round and spurred from the
field, leaving the nine infantry battalions of their comrades to be
ridden down by the torrent of the allied cavalry. The batile was
now won. Tallard and Marsin, severed {rom each other, thought
only of retreat, Tallard drew up the squadrons of horse that he
had left, in a line extended toward Blenheim, and sent orders to
he infantry in that village to leave it and joinhim without delay.
But, long ere his orders could be obeyed, the conquering squad-
rons of Marlborough had wheeled to thie leit and thundered down
on the feeble.array of the French marshal. Part of the force which
Tallard had drawn up for this last effort was driven into the Dan-
ube ; part fled with their general {o the village of Sonderheim,

where they were soon surrounded by the victorious allies, and®

compelled to surrender. Meanwhile, Eugene had renewed his at-
tack upon the Galle-Bavarian leit, and Marsin, finding his col-
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league utterly routed, and his own right flanl uncovered, pre-
pared to retreat. He and the elector succeeded in withdrewing a
considerabls part of their troops in tolerable order to Dillingen ;
but the large body of French who garrisoned Blenheim were left
exposed-to certain destruction. Marlborough speedily oceupied
all the outlets from the village with his victorious troops, and
then, collecting his artillery round if, he commenced a cannonado
that speedily would have destroyed Blenheim itself and all who
were in ik, After several gallant but unsuecessful attempts to cub
their way through the allies, the French in Blenheim were at
lIenath compelled to surrender at discretion ; and twenty-four bat-
talions and twelve squadrons, with all their officers, laid down
their arms, and became the captives of Marlborough.

“Such,” says Voltaire, f*was the celebrated battle which the
French enll the battle of Hochstet, the Germans Plentheim, and
the Inglish Blenheim. The conquerors had about five thousand
Lilled and eight thousand wounded, the greater part being on the
side of Prince Kugene. The French army was almost entirely
destroyed : of sixty thousand men, so long victorious, there never
reassembled more than twenty thousand effective. About twelve
thousand liiled, fourteen thousand prisoners, all the cannon, a
prodigious number of colors and standards, all the tents and
equipiges, the general of the army, and one thousand two hun-
dred officers of mark in the power of the comqueror, signalized
that day !

Ulm, Landau, Treves, and Traerbach surrendered fo the-allies
before the close of the year. Bavaria submitted to the emperor,
and the Hungarians laid down their arms, Germany was com-
pletely delivered from France, and the military ascendency of
the arms of the allies was completely established. Throughout
the rest of the war Lonis fonght only in defense. Blenheim had
dissipated forever Lis cnce proud visions of almost universal con-
quest,

S¥nopsis oF EVENTS RFTWLEN THE BATTLE or Brexmmmy, A.D.
1704, axp TEE Bamive or Purrowa, a.p, 1709.

A.D. 1705. The Archduke Cherles lands in Spain with a snall
English army under Lord Peterbevongh, who takes Barceleua.

1706. Marlborough’s vietory at Ramiliies.

1707. The English army in Spain s dofeated ab the Datile of
Almanza.

1708, Marlborough’s victory at Oudenarce.




