DECISIVE BATT. LES,

1748. Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle.

1756-1763. The Seven Year's War, during which Prussia makes
an heroic resistance against the armies of Austria, Russia, and
France. England, under tho administration of the elder Pitt
(atterward Lord Chatham), takes a glorious part in the war in
opposition to France and Spain. Wolfe wins the battle of Quebec,
{and the English conquer Canada, Cape Breton, and St. John. Cliva
begins his career of conquest in India. Cuba is taken by the
English from Spain.

1763. Treaty of Paris; which leaves the power of Prussia in-
creased, and its military reputatioa greatly exalted.

“France, by the treaty of Paris, ceded to England Canada and
the island of Cape Breton, with the islands and coasts of the gulf
and river of 8t. Lawrence, The boundaries hatween the two
nations in North America were fired by a line drawn alongthe
middle of the Mississippi from its source to its mouth, All on the
left or castern banlk of that river was given up to Engldnd, exeept
the city of New Orleans, which was reserved to France; as was
also the liberty of the fisherieson a part of the coasts of Newfound-
land and the Gulf of St. Lawrence.  The islands of St. Peter and
Miquelon were given them as a shelter for their fishermen, bu
without permission to raise fortificaiions. The islands of Maxr-
tinico, Guadaloupe, Mariegalante, Desirada, and St. Lucia, wers
surrendered to France; while Grenada, the Grenadines, St. Vin.
cent, Dominica, and Tobago, were ceded to England. This latter
power refained her conquests on the Senegal, and restored to France
the island of Gorea, onthe coastof Africa. France was put in
possession of the forts and factories which belonged to her’in the
Hast Indies, on the coasts of Coromandel, Orissa, Malabar, and

- Bengal, under the restriction of keeping up no military force in
Bengal, ;

“In Hurope, France restored all the conqguests she had made in
Germany, as also the island of Minorea, England gave up to her
Belleisle, on the coast of Brittany ; while Dunkirk was kept in tiie
same condition 2s had been determined by the peace of Aix-la-
Chapelle. The island of Cuba, with the Havana, wers restored to
the King of Spain, who, on his part, ceded to England Fioridg,
with Port Augustine and the Bay of Pensacola,  The King of
Portugal was restored to the same state in which ha had been
before the war. The aolony of St Szcrament in America, which
the Spaniards had conquered, was given baclk to him,

““The peace of Paris, of which we have just now spoken, was the
era of England’s greatest prosperity.  Her commerce and naviga-
tion extended over all parts of the globe, and were supported by a
naval force, so much the more imposing, as it was no longer coun-
terbalanced by the maritime power of France, which Lad been
almost annihilated in the preceding war. The immense territorieg
which that peace had secured her, both in Africs and Americy,
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cpened up new channels for her industry ; and what deserves

specially to be remarked is, that she gcquirecll a.t*the same tima
vast and important possessions in the East Indies.

CHAPTER. XIIT.

3 CANS 1 TNE AT SARATOGA, A.D. 1777,
YICTORY OF THE AMERICANS OVER BUBGOYN £

Westward the course of empire takes its way;
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A fifth shall ¢lose the drama with the day,
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e Bissor BERKELEY.
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The ancient Roman boasted, with reason, of the growth of Rome
from humble beginnings to the greatest magnitude which the world
had then ever witnessed. But the citizen of the Unitel States is
still mors justly entitled to claim this praise. In two centuries
and a half his country has acquired ampler dominion than the
Roman gained in ten. And even if we credit the legend of the
band of shepherds and outlaws with which Romulus is said to have
colonized the Seven Hills, we find not thers so small a germ of
future greatness as we find in the group of a hundred and five ill-
chosen and disunited emigrants who founded Jamestown in 1607,
or in the scanty band of Pilgrim Fathers who, a few years later,
moored their bark on the wild and rock-bound coast of the wilder-
ness that was to become New England. The power of the United
States is emphatically the ““imperium quo neque ab exordio ullum
fere minus, neque incrementis toto orbe amplius humana potest
memoria recordari.”*

Nothing is more caleulated to impress the mind with a sense of
the rapidity with which the resources of the American republic
advance, than the difficulty which the historical enquirer finds in
ascertaining their precise amount. TIf he consults the most recent
works, and those written by the ablest investigators of the subject,
he finds in them admiring comments on the change which thelast
fow years, before those books were written, had made ; but when
he turns to apply the estimates in those books to the present mo-
ment, he finds them wholly inadequate. Before a book on the
subjeet of the United States has lost its novelty, those states have
outzrown the deseriptions which it contains. The eelebrated work
of the French statesman, De Tocqueville, appeared about fifteen
vears ago. In the passage which I am about to quote, it will be
seen that he predicts the constant inerense of the Anglo-American
power, but lie looks on the Rocky Mountains as their extreme
western limit for many years to come. He had evidently no ex-

pectation of himself seeing that power dominant along the Pacific

as well as along the Atlantic coast. He says:t

“The distance from Lake Superior to the Gulf of Mexico ex-
tends from the 47th to the 30th degrce of latitude, a distance of
more than 1200 miles,” as the bird flies. The frontier of the
United States winds along the whole of this immense line, some-
times falling within its limits, but more frequently extending far
beyond it into the wasbte. It has been calculated that the whites
advance every year a mean distance of sevehteen miles along this
vast boundary. Obstacles, such as an unproductive district, a

# Euiropius, lib. 1., exordinm. 3

t ginal French of these passages will e found in the chapter on
< Quelles sontles chances de duree de I'Union Americaine—Quels dangers
1z menacent,” in the third volume of the first part of De L'ocqueville, and in
the conclusion of the first part. They are (with others) collected and trans-
lated by Mr. Alison, in his “ Essays,” vol. iii., p. 374,

VICTORY OF THE AMERICANS AT SARATOGA 251

lake, or an Indien neation unexpectedly encountered, are some-
times met with. The advancing column then halts for a while;
its two extremities fall back upon themselves, and as soon as they
ave reunited, they proceed onward. This gradual and coptinuous
progress of the Liuropean race toward the Rocky Mountains hag
the solemnity of a providential event; it is like a deluge of men
rising unabatedly, and daily driven onward by the hand of God.

««Within this first line of conquering settlers towns are built and
vast states fonnded. In 1790 there were only a few thousand pio-
neers sprinkled elong the valleys of the Mississippi; and at the
present day, these valleys contain as many inhabitants as were to
be found in the whole Union in 1790. Their population amounts
to nearly four millions. The City of Washington was founded in
1800, in the very center of the Union; but such are the changes
which have taken place, that it now stands at one of the ex-
tremities: and the delsgates of the most remote Western States
are already obliged to perform a journey as long as that from
Vienna to Paris.

It must not, then, be imagined that the impulse of the British
race in the Nev: World can be arrested. The dismemberment of
the Union, and the hostilities which might ensue, the abolition of
republican institutions, and the tyrannical government which
might succeed it, may retard this impulse, but they cannot pre-
vent it from unltimately fuliilling the destinies to which that race
is reserved. No power upon earth can close upon the emigranis
that fertile wilderness, which oifers resources to all industry, and
2 refuge from all want. Future events, of whatever nature they
may be, will not deprive the Americans of their climate or of their
inland seas, of their great rivers or of their exuberant soil. Nor
will bad laws, revolutions and anarchy be able toobliterate thatlove
of prosperity and that spirit of enterprise which seem to be the dis-
tinctive characteristics of their race, or to extinguish that knowl-
edge which guides them on their way.

“Thusg, in the midst of the uncertain future, one event at least
is sure. Ab a period which may be said to be near (for we ars
speaking of the life of a nation), the Anglo-Americans will alons
cover the immense space contained between the Polar Regions and

he Tropics, extending from the coast of the Atlantic to the shores
of the Pacific Qcean: the territory which will probably be oceu-
pied by the Anglo-Americans at some future time ay be com-
puted fo equal thres quarters of Europe in extent. The climate of
the Union is upon the whole preferable to that of Europe, and its
naturel advantages are not less great; it is therefore evident that
its population will at some future time be proportionate to our
own. Europe, divided as it i between so many diticrent naficns,
and torn as it has been by incessant wars anl the barbarous
manners of the Middle Ages, has. nofwithalanding, attained a
population of 410 inhabitants to the square leagne. What cause
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can prevent the United States from having as nnmerous a popula-
tion in fime? :

“The time will therefore come when one hundred and fifty
millions of men will be living in North Ameérica, equal in condi-
tion, the progeny of one race, owing their origin to the same cause,
and preserving the same civilization, the same language, the same
religion, the same habits, the same manners, and imbued with the
same opinions, propagated under the same forms. The restis un-
certain, but this is cextain ; and it is o fact new to the world, a fact
fraught with such portentous consequences as to baffle the efforts
even of the imagination.”

Let us turn from the French statesman writing in 1835, to an
English statesman who is justly regarded as the highest anthority
in all statistical subjects, and who described the United States
only five years ago. Macgregor® tells us—

‘‘The states which, on the ratification of independence, formed
the American Republican Union, were thirteen, viz.: .

“Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Tsland,
New York, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Vir-
ginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia.

“The foregoing thirteen states (the whole inhabiled territory of
which, with the cxception of a few small settlements, was epnfined to the
region extending between the Alleghany Mountains and the Atlantic)
were those which existed at the period when they became an
acknowledged separate and independent federal sovereign power,
The thirteen stripes of the standard or flag of the United States
continue to represent the original number. The stars have multi-
plied to twenty-six,i according as the number of states have
increased. :

“The territory of the thirtcen original states of the Union,
including Maine and Vermont, comprehended a superficies of
371,124 English square miles, that of the whole United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland, 120,354; that of France, including
Corsica, 214,910; that of the Austrian empire, including Hungary
and all the Tmperial states, 257,540 English square miles.

{*The present superficies of the twenty-six constitutional states
of the Anglo-American Union, and the District of Columbia, and
territories of Ilorida, include 1,029,025 square miles; to which if
we add the Northwest, or Wisconsin Territory, east of the Missis-
sippi, and bound by Lake Superior on the north, and Michigan
on the east, and occupying at least 100,000 square miles, and then
add the great western region, not yetwell defined territories, but
at the most limited caloulation comprehending 700,000 square
iles, the whole unbroken in its vast length and breadth by for-
eign nations, comprehends a portion of the earth’s surf

=008 ; P L riace equal
to 1,729,025 English, or 1,296,770 geographical square miles.”

* Macgregor's ¢ Commercial Statistics ™ vol iii., Paildy
¥ Fresh stars have dawned sines this was written,

VIOCTORY OF THE AMERICANS AT SARATOGA. 253

We may add that the population of the states when tlaey cleg-.}a.r-

ed their independenrﬁe was about two millions and a half ; it is

renty-three millions.

n‘)}?v}l?.i qﬁoted Macgregor, not only on account of the C‘l(:,al‘ ?‘Dd
£ull view which ho gives of the progress of America to the date
when he wrote, but because his description may he_contr.?sted
with what the United States have become even since his boo._(jap-
peared. Only three years after the time when Maegregor thus
wrote, the American president truly stated :

“Within less than four years the annexation of Texas to the
Union has been consammated; all conflicting title to the Oregon
Territory, south of the 40th deg;_'ee_o_f north %iltlt-ude, anf.;usted;
and New Mexico and Upper California have been _accp;lr?{i by
treaty. The aren of these several tgrntomes contains ‘,ld:i,f}bi
square miles, or 763,559,040 acres; while the area of the }'emalmng
twenty-nine states, and the territory not yet grg"qnlzed into s '&tt“a
east of the Rocky Mountains, contains 2,053,613 squars _ml_lfas,
or 1,318,126,058 acres. These estimates show that the ﬁeyntorlc.s
recently acquired, and over which our exelusive jurisdiction :md
dominion have been extended, constitute a CO‘D_Ilt-I'Ty more f,nsm
half as large as all that which was held by the United Sm?els
before their acquisition. If Oregon be excluded from the O_Eati-
mate, there will still remain within the limits of Texon.c:, }\.ew
Mexico, and California, 851,598 square miles, or 5_-10_.0] 2,720 acres,
being an addition equal to more than one third of all the territory
owned by the United States before thel}' acquisition, and, umlud-\
ing Oregon, nearly as. great an extent of t.en“ﬁ:o'ry as the?w}:_ole nz
Tiurope, Russia only excepted. The _Tlg ississippi, so lately i‘ae_;’}mnf.er
of our cowniry, is now only its center.  With the addition of ta?e late
acquisitions, the United States are now estimated to be ne_mly_ass
large as the whole of Europe. The extent of the sen-coash of Texas
on the Gulf of Mexico is upward of 4UL)_‘m1lcs; of the coast of
Upper California, on the Puciﬂ..c, ’ot E}{O mues;_nnd of Oreg.on., in-
cluding the Straits of Fuca, of 650 miles; making the whole extent of
sea~coast on the Pacific 1620 miles, and the whole extent on :_bcth t}xe
Pacific and the Gulf of Mexico, 2,020 miles. The lenath of the
coast on the Atlantic, from the northern »hm_nt‘s of the United
States, round the Capes of Florida to the Sabine on the eg_:.ster_z;
boundary of Texas, is estimated to be 3,100 miles, so that the ad-~
dition of sea-coast, including Oregon, is very p_early\two-thulds as
great as all we possessed before; and, excluding Ovegon, is an
addition of 1870 miles, being nearly equal o one half of t!mr extent
of coast which we possessed before these acqulsitions. We have
now three great maritime fronts—on the Atlantic, the Gulf of Mex-
ico, and the Pacific, making, in t}w whole, an extent of sea.-lt_:m:st,
exceeding 5,000 miles, 'Thisis the extent of the sea-coastof the
TUnited States, not including bays, sounds, an'd small irrc_guh\.rmes
of tho main shore and of thasea islands. 1If these be included,
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the lensth of the shore-line of coast, as estimated by the superin-
tendent of the Coast Survey in his report, would be 33,063 miles.”
The importance of the power of the United States being then
firmly planted along the Pacific applies nos only to the New
World, but to the Old. Opposite to San Franeiseo, on the coast
of that ocean, lie the wealthy but decrepit empires of China and
Japan. Numerous groups of islets stud the larger part of the in-
tervening sea, and form convenient stepping-stones for the prog-
ress of commerce or ambition. The intercoutrse of traffic between
these ancient Asiatic monarchies and the young Anglo-American
republic must be rapid and extensive. Any attempt of the Chi-
nese or Japanese rulers to check it will only accelerate an armed
collision. The American will either buy or force his way. Be-
tween such populations as that of China and Japan on the one
side, and that of the United States on the other—the former
haughty, formal, and insolent ; the latter bold, intrusive, and un-
sernpulous—causes of quarrel must sooner or later arise. The re-
sults of such a guarrel cannot be doubted. Ameriea will scareely
imitats the forbearance shown Ly England at the end of our late
war with the Celestial Empire ; and the conquests of China and
Jap.an, by the fleets and armies of the United States, are events
which m«ny now Jiving are lilkely to witnes§, Compared with the
magnitude of such changes in the dominion of the Gld World, the
certain ascendency of the Anglo-Americans over Central and
Southern America seems a matter of secondary importance. Well
may we repeat De Tocqueville's words, that the growing power of
this commonwealth is ““un fait entierement Touvean dans le
monde, et dont l'imagination elle-meme ne gaurait saisirla portec.”
An Engll:}hman may look, and ought to look, on the growing
grandeur of the Americans with no small degree of senerons sym-
pathy and aa@isfaction. They, like ourselyes, ,dre members of the
great Anglo-Saxon nation, ‘““whose race and language are now
overrunning the world from one end of it to the other”* And
whatever differences of form of government may exist between us
and them—whatever reminiscences of the days when, though
'hrc»;thren, we strove together, may rankle in the minds of us tl:la
defeated party, we should cherish the bonds of common national-
ity that still exist between us. Wesghould remember, as the Atﬁc-
?m;ﬂst 1'@11‘1em1'r:ered of the Spartans at a season of jealousy and
. o Lol A 3 1
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the regretful thought thab America once was English, and that,
but for the folly of our rulers, she might be Enghsh still. It is
true that the commerce between the two countries has largely and
beneacially increased, but this is o proof that the increase would
not have been still greater had the states remained integral por-
tions of the same great empire. By giving a fuir and just partici-
pation in political rights, these, “ithe fairost possessions” of the
Lritish crown, might have been preserved to if. “This ancient
and most noble monarchy ¥ would not have been dismembered
nor should we see that which ought to be the right arm of our
strength, now menacing us in every political erisis as the 1wost
formidable rival of our commercial and maritinie ascendency.

The war which rent away the North American colonics from
England is, of all subjects in history, the most painful for an Eng-
lishmen to dwell on. It was commenced and carried on by the
British ministry in iniguity and folly, and it was concluded in
Qisaster and shame. But the contemplation of it cannot be evaded
by the historian, however much it may be abliorred. Nor eczn
any military event e <aid to have exercised more important in-
fluence on the future fortunes of mankind than the complete de-
feat of Burgoyne's expedition in 1777 ; a defeat which rescued the
revolted colonists from certain subjection, und which, by indue-
ing the eouxrts of France and Spain to atfack Ingland in their be-
Lalf, insured the independence of the United States, and the for-
mation of that transatlanfic power which not only America, but
both Europe and Asia now see and feel.

Stl1, in proceeding to describe this ** decisive battle of the
world,” a very brief recapitulation of the earlier events of the’
war may be sufficient ; nor ghpll T linger unnecessarily on a pain-
ful theme.

The five northern colonies of Massachusetts, Connecticub
Thode Island, New Hampshire, and Vermont, usnally classed to-
gether as the New Encgland colonies, were the strongholds of the
Tusurrection agninst the mother country. The fecling of resistance
was less vehement and general in the central settlement of New
York, and still less so in Pennsylvania, Maryland, and the other
colonies of the South, although every where it was formidably
strong. Butit was among the descendants of the stern Puritans
that the spirit of Cromwell and Vane breathed in all its feryor ; it
was from the New Englanders that the first armed opposition to
the British crown had been offered ; and it was by them that the
most stubborn determination to fight to the last, rather than waive
asingle right or privilege, bad been displayed. In 1775 they
had succeeded in forcing the British troops to evacuate Boston ;
and the events of 1777 had made New York (which the Royalists
captured in that year) the principal basis of operations for the
armies of the movher country. :

# Lord Chatham.
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A glance at the map will show that the Hudson River, which
fails into the Atlantic at New York, runs down from the north at
the back of the New England States, forming an angls of about
forty-five degrees with the line of the coast of the Atlantie, along
which the New England States are situate. Northward of the
Hudson we see a small chain of lakes communicating with the
Canadian frontier. It is nocessary to attend closely to these zeo-
graphical points, in order to understand the plan of the opera-
tions which the English attempted in 1777, and which the battle
of Saratoga defeated.

"he English had a considerable force in Canada, and in 1776
had completely repulsed an attack which the Américans had
made upon that province. The British ministry resolved to avail
themselves, in the next year, of the advantage which the occupa-
tion of Canada gave them, not merely for the purpose of defense,
but for the purpose of striking a vigorous and crushing blow
against the revolted colonies, With this view the army in Canada
was largely re-enforced. Seven thonsand veteran troops were sent
out from England, with a corps of artillery abundanitly supplied
and led by select and experienced officers. Large quantities of
military stores were also furnished for the equipment of the Cana-
dian volunteers, who were expected to join the expedition. It
was intended that the forcs thus collected should march south-
ward by the line of the lakes, and thence along the banks of the
Hudson River. The British army from New York (or a large de-
tachment of it) was to make a simultaneous movement northward,
‘up the line of the Hudson, and the two expeditions were to unita
ab Albany, a town on that river. By these operations,all communi-
cation between the northern colonies and those of the center
aud south would be eub off.  An irresistible force would be con-
centrated, so as to crush all further opposifion in New England :
and when this was done, it was believed that the other colonieg
would speedily submit. The Americans had no troops in the
field that seemed able to baflle these movements. Their principal

army, under Washington, was occupied in watehing over Penn- -

sylvania and the South. Atanyrate, itwasbelieved that, in order
to oppose the plan intended for the new eampaign, the insurgents
masb risk a pitehed battle, in which the superiority of the Royal-
ists, in numbers, in discipline, and in eguipment, seemed to
promise fo the latter a crowning victory. Without question, the
plan was ably formed ; and had the success of the exscution beon
equal to the ingenuity of the design, the reconguestor submission
of the thirteen United States must in all human probability have
followed, and the independence which they proclaimed in 1776
would have been extinguished before it existed a second year. No
European power had as yet come forward to aid America. It is
true that England was generally regarded with j ealousy and ill
will, and was thought to have acquired, at the tresty of Paris a

VICTORY OF THE AMERICANS AT SARATOGA. 257

preponderance of dominion which was perilous to the balance of
power ; but, thongh many were willing fo wound, none had yet
ventured to strike; and America, if defeated in 1777, would have
been suffered to fall unaided.

Burgoyne had gained celebrity by some bold and dashing ex-
ploits in Portugal during the last war; he was personally as br
an officer as ever headed British troops; he had considerabis s
as a tactitian; and his general intellectnal abilities and acq
ments were of a high order. He had several very able and ¢
perienced officers under him, among whom were Major Cene
Philipsand Brigadier General Frazer. His regular troops amonni-
ed, exclusively of the corps of artillery, to about 7,200 men, rank
and file. Nearly half of these were Germans. He had also sn
auxiliary force of from two to three thousand Canadia Hg
summmoned the warriors of several tribes of the red Indians nesr
the Western lakes to join his army. Much eloquence was poured
forth both in America and in England in denouncing the of
these savage auxiliaries. Yet Burooyne seems te have done no
more than Montealm, Wolfe, and other French, Americ . and
English generals had done before him. Buk, in truth, the lawless
ferocity of the Indians, their unskilfulness in rezular action, and
the uifer impossibility of bringing them under any discipling,
made their servieeg of little or no value in times of difficulsy ;
while the indionation which their outrages inspired wentfar o
rouse the whole population of the invaded districts into actiza
hostilifies against Burgoyne’s force.

Burgoyne assembled his troops and confederates near the Rive
Bonquet, on the west side of Lake Ohamplain. He then, on £
21st of June, 1777, gave hisred allies a war feast, and harangu
them on the necessity of abstaining from their usual cruel p
tices against inarmed people and prisoners. At the same time, ho
published a pompous manifesto o the Americans, in which he
threatened the refractory with all the horrors of war, Indian aswell
as liuropean. The army proceeded by water to Crown Point a
fortification which the Americans held at the northern extremity
of the inlet, by which the waber from Lale George is conveyed to
Lake Champlain. He landed here without opposition; but the
reduction of Ticonderoga, a fortification about twelve miles from
Crown Point, was a more serious matter, and was sapposed fo bo
the most critical part of the expedition. Ticonderogacommanded
the passage along tho lakes. and was consiilered to be the key to
the route which Burgoyne wished fo follow. The English had
repulsed in an attack on it in the war with the French in 1753
severe loss. But Burgoyne now invested it with great skill; and
the American general, St. Clair, who had onlyan ill equipped
army of 3,000 men, evacuated it on the 5th of July. It seems evi-
dent that a different course would have caused the destruction or
capture of his whole army, which, weak as it was, was the chief
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