DECISIVE BATTLES.

CHAPTER XV.

BATTLE OF WATERLOO, A.D. 1815,

Thou first and last of fields, king-making victory !—BYRON,

Exerasp has now been blessed with thiriy-six years of peace.
At no other period of her history can a similarly long cessation
irom a state of warfare be found. It is true that onr troops have
had battles to fight during this interval for the protection and ex-
tension of our Indian possessions and our colonies, butthese have
been with distant and unimportant enemies. The danger bas

never been brought near our own shores, and no matter of vital .

importance to our empire has ever been at stake. We have not
had hostilities with either France, America, or Russia ; and wlen
not ab war with any of our peers, we feel ourselves to be substan-
tially at peace. There has, indeed, throughout this long period

been no great war, like those with which the previous haistm-v 0;‘.
modern Europe sbounds. There have been formidable collisions
between Ps_.-rtlcular states, and there have been still more formid-
able collisions between the armed champions of the conflicting
principles of absolutism and democracy; but there has been no
general war, like those of the French Revolution, like the Ameri-
can, or the Seven Years’ War, or like the war of the Spanish Suc-
cession. It would be far too much to gngur from this that no sim-
ilar wars will again convulse the world; butthe value of the periad
of peace which Europe has gained is incalculable, even if we look
on it as only a long truce, and expect again to see the nations of
the earth recur to what some philosophers have termed man’s nat-
ural state of warfare.

No equal number of years can be found during which science
commerce, and civilization have advanced so rapidly and so exe
tensively as has been the case since 1815, When we trace their
progress, especially in this country, it is impossible not to feel
that their wondrous development has been mainly due to theland
having been ab peace.” Their good effcets cannot be obliterated
even if a series of wars were to recommence. When we refiect
on this, and contrast these thirty-six years with the period that
preceded them—a period of violence, of tumult, of unrestingly
destructive energy—a period throughout which the wealth of na-
tlons was scattered like sand, and the blood of nations lavished
like water, it is impossible not to look with deep interest on thes
final crisis of that dark and dreadful epoch——the erisis ont of
which our own happier cycle of years has been evolved. The
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great battle which ended the twenty-three years’ war of the first
French Revolution, and which quelled the man whose genius and
ambition had so long disturbed and desolated the world, deserves
to be regazded by us not only with peculiar pride as one ol cur
greatest national victories, but with peculiar gratitude for the re-
pose which it secured for us and for the greater paxrt of the human
race.

One good test for determining the importance of Waterloo is to
ascertain what was feit by wise and prudent statesmen before that
battle respecting the return of Napoleon from Blba to the imperial
throne of France, and the probable effects of his success. For
this purpose, I will guote the words, not of any of our vehement
anti-Gallican politicians of the school of Pitt, but of a leader of
our Liberal party, of a man whose reputation as a jurist, a histo-

" rian, and a far-sighted and candid statesman was, and is, deserv-

edly high, not only in this country, but thronghout Europe. Sir
James Mackintosh sz2id of the return from Elba,

«Wadit in the power of language o describe the evil? “Wars
which had raged for more than twenty years throughout Europe,
which had spread blood and desolation from Cadiz to Moscow,
and from Naples to Copenhagen ; which had wasted the means of
human enjoyment, and destroyed the instruments of social im-
provement ; which threatened to diffuse among the European na-
tions the dissolute and ferocions habits of a predatory soldiery—
at length, by one of those vicissitudes which bid defiance to the
foresight of man, had been brought to a close, upon the whole,
happy, beyond all reasonable expectation, with no violent shock
to Dpational independence, with some iolerable compromise be-
tween the opinions of the age and the reverence due to ancient
institutions ; with no too signal or mortifying triumph over the
legitimate interests or avowable feelings of any numerous body of
men, and, above all, without those retaliations against nations or
parties which beget new convulsions, often as horrible as those
which they close, and perpetuate revenge, and hatred, and blood
from age to age. Europe seemed to breathe after her sufferings.
In the midst of this fair prospect and of these consolatory hopes,
Napoleon Bonaparte escaped from Elba; three small vessels
reached the coast of Provence : theirhopes are instantly dispelled;
the work of our toil and fortitnde is undone ; the blood of Europe
ig spilled in vain—

¢ Ibi omniseffusus labor 1””

The exertions which the alliel powers made at this erisis o
grapple promptly with the French emperor have truly been
termed gigantic, and never were Napoleon's genius and activity
more signally displayed than in the eelerity and skill by which he
brought forward all the military resources of France, which the
reverses of the three preceding years, and he pacific policy of
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the Bourbons during the months of their first restoration, had
_ greatly diminished and disorganized, Here-entered Paris on the
90th of March, and by the end of May, besides sending a force
into La Vendee to put down the armed risings of the Royalists in
that province, and besides providing troops under Massena and
Suchet for the defense of the southern frontiers of France, Na-
poleon had an army assembled in the northeast for active opera-
tions under his own command, which amounted to between 120
and 130,000 men,* with a superb park of artillery, and in the
highest possible state of equipment, discipline, and efficiency.
The approach of the many Russians; Austrians, Bavarians, and
other foes of the French emperor to the Rhine was necessarily
slow ; but the two most active of the allied powers had occupied
Belgium with their troops while Napoleon was organizing his
forces. Marshal Blucher was there with 116,000 Prussians, and
the Duke of Wellington was there also with about 106,000 troops,
either British or in British pay.t Napoleon determined fo attack
these enemies in Belgium. ~'The disparity of numbers was indeed
great, but delay was sure to increase the number of his enemies
much faster than re-enforcements could join his own ranks. He
considered also that “the enemy’s troops were cantoned under
the command of two generals, and composed of nations differing
both in interest and in feelings,”f His own army was under his
own sole command. It was composed exclusively of French sol-
(11}31‘5, mostly of veterans, well acquainted with their officers and
with each other, and full of enthusiastic confidence in their com-
mander. If he could separate the Prussians from the British, so
as to attack each in detail, he felt sanguine of suecess, not only
nga_inst these, the most resolute of his many adversaries, but also
against the other masses that were slowly laboring up against his
southeastern frontiers. S
The triple chain of strong fortresses which the French possessed
on the Belgian frontier formed a curtain, behind which Napoleon
was able to concentrate his army, and to conceal till the very last
moment the precise line of attack which he intended to take. On
the other hand, Blucher and Wellington were obliged to canton
their troops along a line of open country of considerable length,
50 a8 to watch for the outbreak of Napoleon from whichever point
of Lis chain of strongholds he should please to make it. Blucher,
with his army, ocenpied the banks of the Sambre and the Meuse,
from Tiege on his left, to Charleroi on his right ; and the Duke of
Wellington covered Brussels, his cantonments being partly in
front of that city, and between it and the French irontier, and
partly on its west; their extreme right being at Courtray snd

* See, for these numbers, Siborne’s  History of the Campalgn of Water-
10o,” oL 1., p. 41, + 1kid., vol 1., chap. fii.
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Tonrnay, while their left approached Charleroiand communieated
with the Prussian right. It was upon Charleroi that Napoleon
yesolved to level his attack, in hopes of severing the two allied
armies from each other, and then pursuing his fuvorite tactic of
assailing each separately with a superior force on the battle-field,
though the aggregate of their numbers considerably exceeded his

owD.

On the 15th of June the French army was suddenly in motion,
and crossed the frontier in three columns, which were pointed
upon Charleroi and its vicinity. The French line of advance
upon Brussels, which city Napoleon resolved to occupy, thus lay
right through the center of the line of the cantonments of the
allics. The Prussian general rapidly concenirated his forces, call-
ing them in from the left, and the English general concentrated
his, calling them in from the right toward the menaced center of
the combined position. On the morning of the 16th, Blucher was
in position at Ligny, to the northeast of Charleroi, with 80,000
men. Wellington's troops were concentrating at Quatre Bras,
which lies due north of Charleroi, and is about nine miles from
Ligny. On the 16th, Napoleon in person attacked Blucher, and,
after a long and obstinate battle, defeated him, and compelled the
Prussian army to retire northward toward Wavre. On the same
day, Marshal Ney, with alarge part of the French army, attacked the
English troops at Quatre Bras, and a very severe engagement took
place, in which Ney failed in defeating the British, but succeeded
in preventing their sending any help to Blucher, who was being
Leaten by the emperor at Ligny. On the news of Blucher's defeat
at Ligny reaching Wellington, he foresaw that the emperor's army
would now be direct=d upon him, and he accordingly retreated in
order to restore his communications with his ally, which would
have Leen dislocated by the Prussians falling back from Ligny to
Wavre if the English had remained in advance at Quatre Bras.
During the 17th, therefore, Wellington retreated, being pursued,
but little molested by the main French army, over about half the
space between Quatre Bras and Brussels. This brought bim again
parallel, on a line running from west to east, with Blucher, who
was nt Wavre. Having ascertained that the Prussian aimy, though
beaten on the 16th, was not broken, and having received a promise
from its general to march to hisassistance, Wellington determined
to halt, and to give battle to the French emperor in the position,
which, from a village in its neighborhoed, Las received the ever-
memorable name of the field of WaTerLoC.

Sir Walter Scoft, in his ¢ Life of Napoleon,” remarks of Water-
loo that ** the scene of this celebrated action must be familiar to
most readers either from description or rzecollection.” The nar-
ratives of Sir Walter himself, of Alison, Gleig, Siborne, and others,
must have made the events of the battle almost equally well
known. Imight perhaps, content myself with referring to their
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pages, and avoid the difficult task of dealing with a subject which
has already been discussed so copiously, so clearly, and so elo-
quently by others. In particular, the description by Captain
Siborne of the Waterloo campaign is so full and so minute, 80
serupulously accurate, and, at the same time, 50 spirited and
graphic that it will long defy the competition of far abler pens
than mine. I shall only aim at giving a generslidea of the main
features of this greab event, of this discrowning and crowning
victory.

Wheén, after a very hard-fought and a long-doubtful day, Napo-
leon had succeeded in driving back the Prussian army from Lign-,
and had resolved on marching himself fo assail the English, s
gent, on the 17th, Marshal Grouchy with 30,000 men to pursue tha
defeated Prussians, and to prevent their marching to aid the Duke

of Wellington. Great recriminations passed afterward between |
the marshal and the emperor asto how this duty was attempted to -

be performed, and the reasons why Grouchy failed on the 18th to
arrest the lateral movement of the Prussian troops from Wavre
toward Waterloo. It may be sufficient to remurk hers that Grouchy
was not sent in pursuit of Blucher till late on the 17th, and that
the force given to him was insufficient to make head against the
whole Prussian army ; for Blucher's men, though they were beate
back, and suffered severe loss at Lipny, were neither routed nor
disheartened ; and they were joined at Wavre by a large divisicn
of their comrades under General Bulow, who had taken no paitin
the battle of the 16th, and who were fresh forthe march to Watexlco
against the French on the 18th. But the failure of Grouchy was
in truth mainly owing to the indomitable heroism of Blucher him-
self, who, though severely injured in the battle at Ligny, was as
energetic and active as ever'in bringing his men into action again,
and who had the resolution fo expose a pert of his army, tnder
Thielman, to be overwhelmed by Grouchy at Wavre on the 18th,
while he urged the march of the mass of his troops upon Waterloo.
It is not at Wavre, but at Waterloo,” said the old field-marshal,
*that the campaign is to be decided;” and he risked n defach-
ment, snd won the campaign accordingly. Wellington and Bluchsr
trusted each other as cordially, and co-operated as zealously, as
formerly had been the case with Marlborough and Eugene. It
was in full reliance on Blucher's promise to join him that the duke
stood his ground and fought at Waterloo; and those who have
ventured to impugn the duke’s capacity as a general ought to have
had common sense enough to perceive that to charge the duke
with having won the battle of Waterloo by the help of the Prussians
is really to say that he won it by the very means on which he re-
lied, and without the expectation of which the battle would nothave
been fought.

Napoleon himself has found fault with Wellington® for not having

* see Montholon’s ** Memoirs,” vol. 1v. p. é4.
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retreated bevond Waterloo. The short snswer may be, that tha
duke had reason to expect that his army could singly resist the
Trench ab Waterloo until the Prussians came up, and that, on the
Prussians joining, thers would be a sufficient force, united under
himself and Dlucher, for completely overwhelming the enemy.
And while Napoleon thus censures his great adversary, he invol-
untarily bears the highest possible testimony to the military char-
acter of the English, and proves decisively of what paramount
importance was the hattle to which he challenged his fearless
cpponent. Napoleon asgks, If the Englisk army had been bealen al
Waterloo, what would fave been the use of ‘those numerous bodies of
iroops, of Prussions, Ausirians, Germans, and Spaniards, which e
advancing by forced marehes lo the Rhine, the Alps, a;}}glihe Pyrenecs 2

The strength of thearmy under the Dulke of Wellington at Water-
oo was 49,608 infantry, 12,402 cavalry, and 5,645 artillerymen, with
166 guns.} But of this fotal of 67. 5 men, scarcely 24,000 wero
British, a circumstance of very serions importance if Napoleon’s
own estimate of the relative vahie of troops of different nations is
to be taken. In the emperor’s own words, speaking of this cam-
paign, A French soldier would not be equal to mors than ene
English soldier, but he would not be afraid to meettwo Dutchmen,
Prussians, or soldiers of the Confederation.”t There were azbout
6,000 men of the old German Legion with the duke : these were
veteran troops, and of excellent quality. But the rest of the armry
was made up of Hanoverians, Brunswickers, Nassauers, Duteh,
and Belgians, many of whom were tried soldiers, and fought well,
but many had been lately levied, and not a few were justly sus-
pected of a strong wish to fight under the French eagles rather
than against thenm. : S o i

Napoleon’s army at Waterloo ponsasteﬁ of 48,950 infantry, 15,765
cavalry, 7,232 artillerymen, being a total of 71,947 men and 246
guns.§ They were the elite of the national forces of France; and
of all the numerous gallant armies which that martial land has
poured forth, never was there one braver, or betfer disciplined, or
better led, than the host that took up its position at Waterloo on
the morning of the 18th of June, 1815.

Perhaps those who have not seen the field of battle at Waterloo,
or the admirable model of the ground and of the conflicting armies
which was executed by Captain Siborne, may gain a generally
accurate idea of the localities by picturing to themselves a valley
between two and three miles long, of various breadths at different
points, but generally not exceeding half a mile, On cach side of
the valley there is a winding chain ofolo-n' hills, rnening somewhab
parallel with each other. The declivity from each of these ranges
of Lills to the intervening valley is gentle but not uniform, the

= yantholon’s “Memoirs,” vol. iv., p. 4 + Siborne, vol. 1., p. 276
s+ Wangmolond o Memolrs,” vel. 4., D4l § Ses Siborne, ut supra.
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undulations of the ground being frequent and considerable, The
English army was posted on the northern, snd the French army
occupied the southern ridge. The artillery of each side thundered
at the other from their respective heights throughout the day, and
the charges of horse and foot were made across the valley that hes
been deseribed. The village of Mont St. Jean is situate a little
Behind the center of the northern chain of hills, and the village of
T Belle Alliance is close behind the center of the sonthern ridge.
The high road from Charlerio to Brussels runs through both these
villages, and bisects, therefore, both the English and the French
positions. The line of this road was the line of Napoleon’s in-
fended advance on Brussels.

There are some other local particulars conmnected with the situa-
tion of each army which it is necessary to bear in mind. The
strenath of the British position did not consist merely in the oecu-
vation of aridge of high ground. A village and ravine, called
% Terk Braine, on the Dulke of Wellington's extreme right, secured
him from his flank being turned on that side and on his extreme
1.4, two little hamlets, called La Haye and Papillote, gave a gimi-
it though a slighter protection. It was, however, less mecessary
to provide for this extremity of the position, as it was on this (the
castern) side that the Prussiens were coming up. Behind the
whole British position is the great and extensive forest of Soignies.
As no attempt was made by the French to turn either of the
English flanks, and the battle was a day of straightforward fight-
ing, it is chiefly important to see what posts there were in froné of
the British line of hills of which advantage could be taken either
to repel or facilitate an attack ; and it will be seen that there were
two, and that each was of very great importance in the action. In
front of the British right, that s to say, on the northern slope of
the valley toward its western end, there stood an old-fashioned
Flemish farm-house called Goumont or Hougoumont, with out-
buildings and a garden, and with a copse of beech trees of about
fwo nores in extent round it. This was strongly garrisoned by the
allied troops ; and while it was in their possession, it was difficul
for the enemy to press on and force the British right wing. On
tho other hand, if the enemy could occupy it, it would be difiicult
for that wing to keep its ground on the heights, with a strong post
Deid ~dversely in its immediate front, being one that would give
much shelter to the enemy’s marksmen, and great facilities for the
sudden concentration of attacking columns. Almost immediately
in front of the British center, and not so far down the slope as
Hougonmont, there was another farm-house, of a smaller size,
ealled La Iaye Sainte,” which was also held by the British troops,

* Mot to be confounded with the hamlet of La Bave, st the exfreme iefb
of the British line.
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means were now given for organizing another formidable attack
on the center of the allies.

Thers was no time to be lost: Blucher and Bulow were begin-
ning to press upon the French right; as early as five o'clock,
Napoleon had been obliged fo detach Lobau's infanfry and Do-
mont’s horse to check these new enemies. This was done for a
time; but, as large numbers of the Prussians came on the field,
they turned Lobau's left, and sent a strong force to seize the vil-
lage of Planchenoit, which, it will be remembered, lay in the rear
of the French risht. Napoleon was now obliged to send his
Young Guard to occupy that village, which was accordingly held
by them with great gallantry against thereiterated assaults of the
Prussian left under Bulow. But the force remaining under Napo-
Jeon was now numerically inferior to that under the Duke of
Wellington, which he had been assailing throughout the day,
without gaining any other advantage than the capture of La Haye
Sainte. It is true that, owing to the gross misconduct of the
greater part of the Dutch and Belgian troops, the duke was obliged
to rely exclusively on his English and German soldiers, and the
ranks of these had been fearfully thinned ; but the survivors
stood their ground heroically, and still opposed a resolute front
to every forward movement of their enemies. Napoleon had then
fhe means of effecting a retreat. His Old Guard had yet taken no
part in the action. Under cover of it, he might have withdrawn
his shattered forces and retired upon the Trench frontier. But
this would only have given the English and Prussiang the oppor-
tunity of completing their junction; and he knew that otherarmies
were fast coming up to aid themina mareh upon Paris, if he
should succeed in avoiding an encounter with them, and retreat-
ing upon the capital. A vietory ht Waterloo was his only alterna-
tive from utter ruin, and he determined to employ his guard in one
bold stroke more to make that victory his own.

Between seven and eight o'clock the infantry of the Old Guard
was formed into two columns, on the declivity near La Belle
Alliance. Ney was placed at their head. Napoleon himself rode
forward to a spob by which his veterans were to pass ; and as they
approached he raised his arm, and pointed to the position of the
allies, as if to fell them that their path lay thexe. They answered
with lond eries of *Vive I'Empereur!” and destended the hill
from their own side into that ©valley of the shadow of death,’
while their batteries thundeved with redoubled vigor over their
heads upon the British line. The line of march of the columns of
the Guard was directed between Hougoumont snd La Haye
Sainte, against the British right center; and at the same time,
Donzelot and the French, who had possession of La Haye Sainte,
commenced a fierce attack upon the British center, a little more
to its left. This partof the battle has drawn less attention then
ihe celebrated attack of the 0ld Guard; but it formed the mosé
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perilous crisis for the allied army; and if the Young G—nm‘;l_ had
been there to support Donzelot, instead of being engaged with the
Prussians at Planchenoit, the consequences to the allies in that
part of the field must haye been most gerions. [The French tirail-
lenrs, who were posted in clouds in La Haye Sainte, and the shel-
tered spots near it, completely disabled the artillery-men of the
Tnglish batteries near them; and, taking advantage of the erippled
staie of the Enelish guns, the French brought somefield-pieces up
to La Haye Sainte, and commenced firing grape from them on the
infantry of theallies, at a distance of not more than a hundred
paces. ‘The allied infantry here consisted of some German bri-
gades, who were formed in squares, at it was believed that Don-
zelot had eavalry ready behind La Haye Spinte to charge them
sith, if they left that order of formation. In this state the Ger-
mans remained for some time with heroie fortitude, though the
grape-shot was tearing gaps in their ranks, and the sidle of one
square was literally blown away by one tremendous volley which
the French gunners poured into it. The Prince of Orange in
vain endeavored to lead some Nassam troops to their aid. The
Nassaners would mot or could not face the French; and some
batkalions of Brunswickers, whom the Duke of Wellington had or-
dered up as a re-enforcement, at fivst fell back, uniil the duke in
person ralliad them and led them on, The duke then galloped
off to the Tight to head his men who were exposed to the attack
of the Imperial Guard. ITe had saved one part of his center from
being routed; but the French had gained ground here, and the
pressure on the allied line was severe, until it was relieved by the
decisive success which the British in the right center achieved
over the columns of the Guard.

The British troops on the crest of that part of the position,
which the first column of Napoleon’s Guards assailed, were Mait-
land’s bricade of British Guards, having Adam’s brigade on their
vight, Maitland’s men were lying down, in order to avoid, as far
as possible, the destructive effect of the French artillery, which
“kept up an unremitting fire from the opposite heights, until the
first column of the Imperial Guard had advanced sofar up the
glope toward the British position that any farther fiving of the
French artillery-men would endanger their own comrades. DMean-
while, thé British guns were not idle; but shot and shell plowed
fast throngh the ranks of the stately array of veterans that still
moved imposingly on, Several of the French superior officers
were at its head. Ney's horse was shof under him, but he still
led the way on foot, sword in hand. The front of the massy
column now was on the ridge of the hill. To their surprise, they
saw no troops before therh.  All they could discern through the
smoke was a small band of mounted officers. One of them was
t_he duke ln{nse}f'.' The French advanced to about fifty yards
from where the British Guards were lying down, when the voice
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of one of the band of British officers was heard calling, as if to the
ground before him, ““Up, Guards, and at them !” It was the duke
who gave the order; and at the words, as if by magic, up started
hefore them a line of the British Guards four deep, and in the
most compact and perfect order. They poured an instantaneous
volley upon the head of the French column, by which no less than
three hundred of those chosen veterans are said to have fallen.
The French officers rushed forward, and, conspicuous in front of
their men, attempted to deploy them into a more extended line,
50 as to enable -them to reply with effect to the British fire. But
Maitland’s brigade kept showering in volley affer volley with

ily rapidity. The decimated column grew disordered in its
vain efforts to expand itself into more efficient formation. The
right word was given at the right moment to the British for the
bayonet-charge, and the brizade sprang forward with a loud cheer
againgt their dismayed anfagonists. In an instant the compact
mass of the French spread out in a rabble, and they fled back
down the hill pursued by Maitland’s men, who, however, returned
to their position in time fo talke part in the repulse of the second
column of the Imperial Guard.

This column also advanced with great spirit and firmness un-
der the cannonade which was opened on it, and passing by the
eastern wall of Hougoumont, diverged slightly to the right as if
moved up the slope toward the British position, so as to approach
the same spot where the first column had surmounted the height
and been defeated. This enabled the British regiments of Adam’s
brigade to form a line parallel to the left flank of the French
column, so that while the front of this column of Freneh Guards
Lad to encounter the eannonade of the British batteries, and
the musketry of Maitland’s Guards, its left flank was assailed
with a destructive fire by a four-deep body of British infantry,
extending all along it. In such a position, all the bravery and
gkill of the French veterans were vain. The second column,
like its predecessor, broke and fled, taking at first a lateral direc-
tion along the front of the British line toward the rear of La.
Haye Sainte, and so_becoming blended with the divisions of
Freneh infantry, which, under Donzelot, had been pressing the
allies so severely in that quartér. The sight of the Old Guard
broken and in flight checked the ardor which Donzelot’s troops
had hitherto displayed. They, too, began fo waver. Adam’s
victorious brigade was pressing after the fying Guard, and now
cleared away the assailants of the allied center. But the battle
was not yet won. Napoleon had still some battalions in reserve
near La Belle Alliance. He was rapidly rallying the remains of
the first column of his Guards, and he had collected into one body
the remnants of the various corps of eavalry, which had suffered
50 severcly in the earlier part of the day. The duke instantly
formed the bold resolution of now himself becoming the assailan,
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and leading his successful though enfeebled army fqrwa}*d, while
the disheartening effect of the repulse of the Imperial Guard on
the French army was still strong, and before Napoleon and Ney
could rally the beaten veterans themselves for another and a
fiercer charge. As the close approach of the Prussians now com-
pletely protected the duke's left, he had drawn some reseryes oi
horse from that quarter, and he had a brigade of Hussars under
Vivian fresh and ready at hand. Without a moment’s hesitation
he launched these against the cavalrynear La Belle Alliance. The
charge was as successful as it was daring; and there Was now no
hostile cavalry to check the British infantry in a forward movement,
the duke gave the long wished-for command for a general advance
of the army along the whole line upon the foe. It was now past
eight o’clock, and for nine deadly hours had the British and Ger-
man regiments stood unflinehing under the fire of artillery, the
charge of cavalry, and every variety of assault that the compact col-
umns or the scattered triallenrs of the enemy’s infantry could inflict.
As they joyously sprang forward against the discomfited masses of
the French, the setting sun broke through the elouds which had
obscured the sky during the greater part of the day, and glittered
on the bayonets of the allies while they in turn poured down the
valley and toward the heights that were held by the foe. Almost
the whole of the French host wad now in irretrievable confusion.
The Prussian army was coming more and more rapidly forward on
their right, and the Young Guard, which had held Planchenoit
so bravely, was at last compelled to give way. Some regiments of
the 01d Guard in vain endeavored to form in squares. They were
swept away to the rear; and then Napoleon himself fled from the
last of his many fields, to become in a few weeksa captive and an
exile. The battle was lost by France past all recovery. The vic-
torious armies of Ergland and Prussia, meeting on the scene of
their trinmph, continued to pyess forward and overwhelm every
attempt that wasmade to stem the tide of ruin. The British army,
exhaunsted by its toils and suffering during that dreadful day, did
not urge the pursuit beyond the heights which the enemy had
occupied. But the Prussians drove the fugitives before them
throughout the night. And ofthe magnificent host which had that
morning,cheered their emperor in confidentexpectation of victory,
very few were ever assembled again in arms, Their loss, both in
the field and in the pursuif, was immense; and the greater num-
ber of those who escaped dispersed as soon as they crossed the
frontier. . .

The army under the Duke Wellington lost nearly 15,000 men in
killed and wounded on this texrrible day of battle. The loss of the
Prussian army was nearly 7,000 more. At such a fearful price was
the deliverance of Europe purchased.

On closing our survey of this, the last of the Decisive Battles of
the World, it is pleasing to confrast theyear which it signalized
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with the one that isnow passing overourheads. We have not (and
hmg may we want) the stern excitememt of the struggles of war
and we see 1o captive Standards of our European ueighb%rs brou (hi
in triumph to} our shrines. But we witness an infinitely prou?ler
spectacle. We see the banners of every civilized nation waving
]onxlilrl ::the s;z;ecx;n of our competition with eachotherin the arts that
a angrdestrgcﬁss.b supportand happiness, and not to its suffer-

g “ Peace hath her vietories
No less renowned than war; ”

and no battle-field ever witnessed a vict

L T ad ¢ ory more noble than that
which England, under her sovereign lady and her royal prince (ils
now teaching the peoples of the earth to achieve over selfish preﬁu-
dice and infernational feuds, in the great cause of the general

promotion of industry and welfare of mankind.
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