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59. Tar RorascHTLDS.

T the time of the French Revolution,' there live] at Fiank-
fort-on-the-Maine, in Germany, a- Jewish banker, of limited
means, but good reputation, named Moses Rothschild. When
the French army invaded Germany, the Prihce of Hesse Cassel
was obliged to fly from his dominions. As he passed through
Frankfort, he requested Moses Rothschild to take charge of a
large sum of money and some valuable jewels, which he feared
might otherwise fall into the hands of the enemy.

2. The Jew would have declined so great a charge; but the
prince was so much at a Iss for the means of saving his prop-
erty, that Moses at length consented. He declined, however,
giving a receipt® for it, as in such dangerous circumstances he
could not be answerable for its being safely restored.

3. The money and jewels, to the value of several hundred
thousand pounds, were conveyed to Frankfort; and just as the
French entered the town, Mr. Rothschild had succeeded in
burying the tréasure in a corner of his garden. He made no
attempt to -conceal his own property, which amounted only to
six thousand pounds. The French accordingly took this, with-
out suspecting that he had any larger sum in his possession.

4. Had he, on the con’trary, pretended to have no money,
they would have certainly searched, as they did in many other
cases, and might have found and taken the whole. When they
left the town, Mr. Rothschild dug up the prince’s money, and
began to make use of a small portion of it. He now thrived in
his business, and soon gained much wealth of his own.

5. A few years after, when peace came, the Prince of Hesse
Cassel returned to his dominions. He was almost afraid to call
on the Frankfort banker, for he readily reflected that, if the
French had not got the money and jewels, Moses might pretend
hey had, and thus kecp all to himself,

6. To his great astonishment, Mr. Rothsehild informed him

!Rev o Il tion, change of government. The French revolution broke
out in 1790.—* Re cipt’, a paper acknowledging that money or any val-
uable property has been received ; also, the uct of receiving.
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that the whole of the property was safe, and now ready to be
returned, with five per cent.' interest on the money. The banker
at the same time related by what means he had saved it, and
apologized for breaking upon the money, by representing that,
to save it, he had had to sacrifice all his own.

7. The prince was so impressed by the fidelity of Mr. Roths-
child under his great trust, that he allowed the money to remain
in his hands at a small rate of interest. To mark, also, his grat-
itude, he recommended the Jew to various Europé'an sover-
eigns as a money-lender, Moses was consequently employed in
several great transactions for raising loans, by which he realized
n vast profit.

8. In time he became immensely rich, and put his three sons
into the same kind of business in the three chief capitals of
Europe—London, Paris, and Vienna. All of them prospered.
They became the wealthiest private men whom the world has
ever known, He who lived in London, left at his death thirty-
five millions of dollars. The other two have been created
birons,? and are perhaps not less wealthy. Thus a family, whose
purse has maintained war and brought -about peace, owes all its
greatness to one act of honesty under trust. Axox.

53. Oprosrre Examrrus.

:[ ASK the young man who is just forming his habits of life,
or just beginning to indulge those habitual trains of thought,
out of yhich habits grow, to look around him, and mark the
examples whose fortune he would covet,’ or whose fate he would
ablior., Even as we walk the streets, we meet with exhibitions
of each extreme.!

2, Here, behold a patriarch,® whose stock of vigor® threescore

1Per cent., by the hundred ; for every hundred.—? Bir’ ons, the lowest
order of nobility.—*Covet (kiv’ et), to desire earnestly; to long for.—

£x tréme,’ the end; the last; each extreme, the first and the last.
.S P tri arch, the head or chief of a family —® Vig’ or, strength.
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vears and ten' seem hardly to have impaired.* His erect form,
his firm step, his elastic limbs; and undimmed senses, are so
many certificates of good conduet; or, rather, so many jewels
and orders of nobility wifh which nature has honored him for
his fidelity to her laws. His fair complexion shows that his
blood has never been corrupted; his pure breath, that he has
never yielded his digestive® apparatus® to abuse; his exact lan-
guage and keen apprehension, that his brain has never been
drugged or stupefied by the poisons of distiller or tobacconist.

3. Enjoying his appetites to the highest, he has preserved the
power of enjoying them. As he drains the cup of life, there
are no lees® at the bottom. His organs will reach the gdal® of
existence togéther. Painlessly as a candle burns down in its
socket, so will he expire; and a little imagination would convert
him into another Enoch,’ translated from earth to a better world
without the sting of death.

‘4. But look at an opposite extreme, where an opposite his-
tory is recorded. What wreck so shocking to behold as the
wreck of a dissolute® man ;—the vigor of life exhausted, and y&t
the first steps in an honorable career not taken; in himself a
lazar-house® of diseases; dead, but, by a.heathenish custom of
society, not buried! Rogues have had the initial" letter of their
title burnt into the palms of their hands; even for murder, Cain
was only branded on the forehead; but over the whole person
of the debauchee' or the inebriate, the signatures of infamy are
written.

5. How nature brands him-with stigma” and opprobrium !*
How she hangs labels all over him, to testify her disgust at his cx-
istence, and to admonish others to beware of his example! How

! A score is twenty ; threescore and ten is seventy.—*Im plired’, in-
jured ; lessened.—* Digdst'ive, causing the dissolving of food in the
stomach.—* Ap pa rd’ tus, things provided as a means to some end.—
® Lées, dregs ; that which settles at the bottom of any liquid.—® Gdal,
the end, or point aimed at.—" E'noch, see Bible, Gen. chap. 5, v. 24.—
® Dis’ so lite, wicked ; acting without principle ; viciously dissipated.—
*Ld' zar-house, a hospital ; a house for persons affected with unpleas
ant and dangerous diseases.—* Initial (in Ish' al), the beginning or first.
—1 Debauehee (debo sh¥'), a rake ; drunkard.—® Stlg’ ma, a mark of
disgrace.—* Op prd’ bri um, shame ; disgrace.
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she loosens all his joints, sends trémors aldng his muscles, and
bends forward his frame, as if to bring him upon all-fours with
kindred brutes, or to degrade him to the reptile’s' crawling!
How she disfigures his countenance, as if intent® upon obliterat-
ing® all traces of her own image, so that she may swear she
never made him! How she pours rheum’ over his eyes, sends
foul spirits to inhabit his breath, and shrieks, as with a trumpef,
from every pore of his body, “ Behold a Beast!” '

6. Such a man may be seen in the streets of our cities every
day ; if rich enough, he may be found in the saloons,® and &t
the tables of the “ Upper Ten ;" but surely, to every man of
purity and honor, to every man whose wisdom, as well as whose
heart, is unblemished, the wretch who comes cropped and bleed-
ing from the pillory,’ and redolent® with its appropriate per’-
fumes, would be a guest or a companion far less offensive and
disgusting,

7. Now let the young man, rejoicing in his manly propor-
tions, and in his condeliness? look on this picture, and on this,
and then say, after the likeness of which model he intends his
own erect stature and sublime countenance shall be configured.

H. Maxx.

54, Loox Avrorrt.

1. TN the tempest of life, when the wave and the gale
Are around and above, if thy footing should fal,—
If thine eye should grow dim, and thy cauntiofl depart,—
é Look aloft,” and be firm, and be fearless of heart,

i Rép' tile, any thing that creeps ; as a snake, a worm, ete.—*In tént'
very attentive or engaged.—*Oblit' er it ing, destroying; effacing; re
moving.—* Rhenm (rém), a thin, white fluid, produced by the glands
m disease.—® Sa 1dons’, large and elegant rooms for the reception of
company.—® Upper Ten, a term applied to the most fashionable and
wealthy persons in a city.—" Pil'lory, a frame to confine criminals by
the neck and head for punishment.—®R&d’ o lent, having or sending out
& rich scent or odor.—* Comeliness (lfun’ le nes), grace ; beauty.—* Con-
figured (kon fig’ yerd), disposed into any figure or form.
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2, If the friend who embraced in prosperity’s glow,
With a smile for each joy, and a tear for cach woe,
Should betray thee when ssrrows, like clouds are array'd,
“Look al5ft” to the friendship which never shal fade.

Should the visions which hope spreads in light to thine eye,
Like the tints of the rainbow, but brighten to fly,

Then turn, and, through tears of repentant regret,

% Look aloft” to the Sun that is never to set.

. Should they who are nearest and dearest thy heart,—
Thy friends and companions,—in sorrow depart,
% Look aloft” from the darkness and dust of the tomb
To that soil where ¥ affection is ever in bloom.”

. And, oh! when Decath comes in his terrors, to cast
His fears on the future, his pall on the past,
In that moment of darkness, with hope in thy heart,
And a smile in thine eye, “ Look aloft,” and depart.
J. LAWRENCE.

55. Tee Fayive 1n IRELAND.

HERE lies upon the other side of the wide Atlantic a beaunti-

ful island, famous in story and in sdng. It has been prolific'

in statesmen, warriors, and poets. It has given to the world

more than if§ share of genius and of greatness. Its brave and

generous sons have fought successfully in all battles but its own,

[n wit and humor it has no equal ; while its harp, like its history,
moves to tears by its sweet but melancholy pathos.?

2. In this fair region God has seen fit to send the most ter-

rible of all those fearful ministers who fulfill his inscrutable® de-
crees, The earth has failed to give her in’crease; the common

! Pro If ic, productive ; rich ; ggmtful.—2 P}’ thos, feeling ; that which
excites pity.—* Inserutable (inskrd’ ta bl), that can not be found out by
humnan reason ; unsearchable.
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mother has forgotten her offspring, and her breast no l8nger
affords them their accustomed nourishment. Famine, gaunt and
ghastly famine, has seized a nation with its strangling grasp;
and unhappy Ireland, in the sad woes of the present, forgéts, for
a racment, the gloomy history of the past.

3. In battle, in the fullness of his pride and strength, little
recks' the soldier whether the hissing bullet sing his sudden re-
quiem,’ or the cords of life are severed by the sharp steel. But
he who dies of hunger, wrestles alone, day after day, with his
grito and unrelenting enemy. e has no friends to cheer him
in the terrible conflict; for if he had friends, how could he
die of hunger? He has not the hot blood of the soldier to
maintain him; for his foe, vampire-like,’ has exhausted his
veins.

4. Who will hesitate to give his mite,’ to 4vert such awful re-
sults? Give, then, generously and freely. Recollect, that in so
doing, you are exercising one of the most gdd-like qualities o°
vour nature, and, at the same time, enjoying one of the greatest
uxuries of life. We ought to thank our Maker that he has
permitted us to exercise equally wifth himself, that noblest of
even the Divine attributes,® benevolence.

5. Go home and look at your families, smiling in_rosy health,
and then think of the pale, famine-pinched cheeks of the poor
children of Ireland; and you will give according to your store,
even as a bountiful Providence has given to you—not grudgingly,
but with an open hand; for the quality of benevolence, like that
of mercy,

Ts not strain’d; _
It aroppeth like the gentle rain from heaven,
Upon the place beneath, It is twice bless'd;
It blesses him that gives, and him that takes.”
G. D. PrexTISS.

- Récks, cares.—*R&'quiem, a hymn imploring rest for the dead.—
¥ Vim'pire, a fabulous devil or spirit, that was supposed to suck the
blood of persons during the mnight.—*Mite, a very small portion or
sum.—* At tri butes, qualities belonging to that which is attributed of
ascribed to.—® Strdined, confined, : & =
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56. Love or Country AxDp or HoME.

1. IYHERE is a land, of every land the pride,
Beloved by heaven o'er all the world beside;
Where brighter suns dispense' serener® light,
And milder moons imparadise® the night;
A land of beauty, virtue, valor, truth,
Time-tutor'd age, and love-exalted youth.

2. The wandering miriner, whose eye explores
The wealthiest isles, the most enchanting shores,
Views not a realm so bountiful and fair,

Nor breathes the spirit of a purer air;
In every clime, the magnet' of his soul,
Touch'd by remembrance, trembles to that pole:

8. For in this land of heaven's peculiar grace,
The heritage® of nature’s noblest race,
There is a spot of earth supremely® blest,
A dearer, sweeter spot than all the rest,
Where man, creation’s tyrant, casts aside
His sword and scepter, pageantry’ and pride,
While, in his sdften'd looks, lw&nignl.\:S blend®
The sire, the son, the husband, father, friend.

4. Here woman reigns; the mother, daughter, wife,
trews with fresh flowers the nirdw way of life;

In the clear heaven of her delightful eye.
An angel-guard of loves and graces lie;
Around her knees domestic duties meet,
And fireside pléasures gambol"® at her feet.
Where shall that land, that spot of earth, be found?
A1t thou a man? a patriot " look around ;

! Dis plnse’, give: scatter around.—?Se r&n’ er, clearer ; more soothl-
fug.-—* Im phr’a dise, make very happy; render like Pal.l‘i\dlse.—: Mig'-
net. the loadstone: that which attracts.— Her'itage, inheritance;
puriiun + an estate devolved by succession.—* Su préme’ ly, in the h'{gh-
est degree.—" Pageantry (pi‘jcnﬁy}, show; finery.—® Be nign'’ ly, kind-
1\',—9h1&11(l, unite ; join.—¥ Gm' bol, play.—"" P4 tri ot, lover of one’s
country.
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Oh! thou shalt find, howe'er thy footsteps roars,
That land ¢hy country, and that spot thy home.
MoNTGOMERY,

57. Axzopore oF CHiErF-Jusrice MARSHALL.

T is not 1ong since a gentleman was traveling in one of the

ccunties of Virginia, and, about the close of the day, stopped

at a public house, to obtain refreshment and spend the might.

He had been there but a short time, before an old man alighted

from his gig, with the apparent' intention of becoming his fel-
low-guest at the same house.

2. As the old man drove up, he observed that both of the
shafts of his gig were broken, and that they were held tog&ther
by withes® formed from the bark of a hickory sapling.’  Our
traveler observed further, that he was plainly clad, that his knee-
buckles were 100sened, and that something like negligence per-
vaded* hus dress, Conceving him to be one of the honest yed-
manry® of our land, the courtesies® of strangers passed between
them, and they entered the tavern.

8. It was about the same time, that an addition of three or
four yound gentlemen was made to their number—most, if not
all of them, of the legal profession. As soon as they became
comfortably accommodated, the conversation was turned by one
of the latter upon a display of eloquence which he had that day
heard at the bar. It was replied by the other, that he had wit-
nessed, the same day, a degree of eloquence no doubt equal, but
that it was from the pulpit. p

4. Something like a sarcastic’ rofoinder® was made to th
eloquence of the pulpit; and a warm and able altercation® en
sued, in which the merits of the Christian religion became the

! Ap pir’ ent, seeming.— Withes, willow twigs:; vands of twigs of
any green tree. — *Sdp'ling, a young tree. — * Per vid'ed, passed
through ; appeared in all parts.— Yed' man ry, the common people.—
*Courtesies (k&r tesez), acts of civility or politeness.— Sir cds' tig,
severely taunting ; tending to ridicule or disgrace.—* Re join’ der, a re-
ply to an answer.—® Al ter cd' tion, an angry dispute




148 NATIONAL FOURTH READER.

subject of discussion. From six o'clock tntil eleven, the young
champions® wiélded the sword of argrment, adducing with
ingenuily and ability every thing that could be said, pro and
COJI.S

5. During this protracted* period, the old gentleman listened
with all the meekness and modesty of a child, as if he was
adding new information to the stores of his own mind; or per-
haps e was observing, with philosophic, eye, the faculties of the
youthful mind, and how energies are evolved® by repeated action ;
or, perhaps, with patriotic emotion, he was reflecting upon the
future destinies of his country, and on the rising generation on
whom these future destinies must devolve; or, most probably,
with a sentiment of moral and religious feeling, he was collect-
ing an argument, which (characteristic of himself ) no art would
be “able to clude, and no force to resist.” Our traveler remained
a spectator, and took no part in what was said.

6. At last, one of the young men, remarking that it was im-
possible to combat with I5ng and established préjudices,® wheeled
around, and with some familiarity exclaimed, * Well, my old
gentleman, what think you of these things ” If, said the trav-
eler, a streak of vivid lightning had at that moment crissed the
room, their amazement could not have becn greater than it was
with what followed.

7. The most eloquent and unanswerable appeal was made by
the old gentleman, for nearly an hour, that he ever heard or
read. So perfect was his recollection, that every argument
urged against the Christian religion was met in the order in
which it was advanced.

8. Hume's sophistry” on the subject of miracles® was, if pos-
sible, more perfectly answered than it had already been by
Campbell. And in the whole lecture there was so much sim-
plicity and force, pathos ana energy, that not another word was

1 Dis clis’ sion, reasoning ; conversation in favor of and against an
opinion ; consideration of the merits.—* Chdm’ pi ons, those who fight,
econtend, or dispute.—® Pro and con, for and against.—* Pro trict’ ed.
sxtended : lengthy.—* E vblved, brought out.—* Prdj’ u dices, opin-
.ons formed before knowledge : judgments y ‘thout reason.— 8ph’ ist-
¢y, false reasoning.—®Miracles (mir’ nklz), svents or acts beyond, ot
contrary to, the laws of nature
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uttered. An attempt to describe it, said the traveler, would be
an attempt to paint the sunbeams.

9. It was now matter of curiosity and inqui'ry, who the old
gentleman was. The traveler concluded that it was the preacher
from whom the pulpit eloquence was heard ; but no—it was the
Cuier-Justice oF THE UNITED STATES,

58. Woopmax, Spare THAT TREE.

HE following beautiful lyric' owes its Grigin® to a circumstance
which took place ncar the city of New York. The tree,
which beldnged to the homestead of a gentleman whose subse-
quent’ successes retrieved® the misfortunes of early life, was
threatened wifh the ax. As it was about to be ent down for
fire-wood, the youagest son of the former owner paid its value,
and a bond was executed, by which the present owner of the
property pledged that it should stand forever. The author of
this piece was present at the bargain, and the gentleman, turning
to him, said, “ In youth it sheltered me, and I'll protect it now.”
The song was set to music by Henry Russel, and sung by
him in many cities in Europe. As, on one occasion, he was
singing it at Boulogne® an old gentleman among the audit-
ors rose, and asked wifh much feeling whether the tree was
spared. Mr. Russel assured him that it was, and the old gentle,
man resumed his seat, with great satisfaction, amid the enthusi-
astic’ plaudits’ of the whole assembly.

1. V’OOD.\IAN , spare that tree!
Touch not a single bough!
In youth it shelter'd me,
And T'll protect it now.

) Lyr"ic, a song ; any thing sung with a lyre, or other musical instrm
ment.—? 01’ i gin, source; the beginning of a thing.—* Siib'se quent,
following ; after.—*Re tridved’, recovered from the effects of ; made
atonement or amends for.—® Bouloghe (b 16n'), a fortified seaport town
of France, on the English Channel. « A great number of its residents
are English.—® En thu si 4¢' tic, warm ; filled with admiration.—" Plaud'-
its, applause ; marks of strong admiration, or approval
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"Twas my forefather’s hand
That placed it near his cot:

There, woodman, let it stand,
Thy ax shall harm it not!

2, That old familiar tree,
Whose glory and renown
Are spread o'er land and sea,
And wouldst thon hew it down !
Woodman, forbear thy stroke !
Cut not its earth-bound ties;
Oh, spare that agéd oak,
Now towering to the skies!

8. When but an idle boy,

I sought its grateful shade ;
In all their gushing,joy,

Here, too, my sisters play’d,
My mother kiss'd me here;

My father press'd my hand—
Forgive this foolish tear,

But let that old oak stand!

4. My heart-strings round thee cling,
Close as thy bark, old friend !
Here shall the wild-bird sing,
And still thy branches bend.
Old tree, the storm still brave !
And, woodman, leave the spot;
‘While I've a-hand to save,
Thy ax shall harm it not.
Georce P. Morms,

59. Dr. Franguw’s Coxversationar. Powegs.

NE\’ER have I known such a fireside companion as DA
Franklin—Great as he was, both as a statesman and a

philosopher, he never shone in a light more winning than when
be was seen in a domestic circle.
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9. Tt was once my good fortune to pass two or three weeks
with him, at the house of a private gentleman, in the back part
of Pennsylvania; and we were confined to the house during the
whole of that time, by the unintermitting’ constancy® and depth
of the snow. But confinement could never be felt where Frank-
lin was an inmate. His cheerfulness and his colloquial® powers
spread around him a perpetual spring. There was no ambitio
of cloquence, no effort to shine in any thing that came from him
There was nothing® which made any demand either upon your
allegiance® or yzur admiration.

3. His manner was as unaffected as infancy. It was nature’s
self. He talked like an old patriarch;’ and his plainness and
simplicity put you, at once, at your ease, and gave you the full
and free possession and use of all your faculties.

4. His thoughts were of a character to shine by their own
light, without any adventitious” aid: They required only a me-
dium® of vision® like his pure and simple style, to exhibit to the
highest advantage their native radiance and beauty.

5. His cheerfulness was unremitting.! It seemed to be as
much the effect of the systematic® and salutary® exercise of the
mind, as of its superior organization.* Iis wif was of the first
order. Tt did not show itself merely in occasional coruscations;®
but, without any effort or force on his part, it shed a constant
stream of the purest light over the whole of his disconrse.

6. Whether in the company of commons or nobles, he was
always the same plain. man ; always most perfectly at his ease,
his faculties in full play, and the fall orbit” of his genius forever
clear and unclouded. And then the stores of his mind were

1 Un in ter mit’ ting, ceaseless ; without stopping.—* Con’ stan’cy, per-
manent state ; unalterable continuance.—* Col 10’ quial, conversational;
relating to conversation.—* Nothing (nith’ ing).—* Al ¢’ giance, ac-
knowledgment of authority, ; fidelity to rulers.—® P&’ tri arch, the father
and ruler of a family.—" Adventitious (ad ven tish' us), coming from
abroad; added.—* M3 di um, means ; that which stands in the middle
between things.—® Vision (viz’un), sight.— PRA' di ance, brilliancy
great brightness.—* Un re mit'ting, ceaseless ; constant.—*? Sys tem at'-
ic, orderly ; regular ; according to @ fixed plan.—'3 Sl" u ta ry, useful ;
healthful,—'* Or gan i z\' tion, structure ; the parts of which a thing is
formed —1® Cor us c)’ tions, shinings ; quick flashings of light. —*Orb'it,
circle in which something moves.
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ir.m;.dmustible. He had commenced life with an attention so
vigilant, that nothmg had escaped his observation, and a julg-
ment so solid, that every incident was turned to advantage. 7
. 7. His youth had not been wasted in idleness, nor overcast by
intemperance. He had been all his life a close and deep reader,
as well as'thinker; and by the force of his éwn powers, l::ui
wrought up the raw materials, which he had githered from
books, with such &x'quisite' skill and felicity, that he had added
a-hundrcd-ﬁ)ld to their original value, and justly made them
his own. Wy, Wizt

60. Terriric Scexe AT THE GrEAT NATURAL Brmez,
Vircrsia.

HER.E are three or four lads standing in the channel below,
'Iookmg up with awe to that vast arch? of uhewn rocks,
which the Almighty bridged over those everlasting butufents®
% when 1}1.e morning stars sang tog)éthur.” The Iit.td]c piece of
-sk_?' spanning those mé&asureless pierst is full of stars, although
it is mid-day. o
2, It is ahnost five hundred feet from where they stand, up
those perpendicular® bulwarks® of limestone, to the k'év" I'Ucl’i c:i
that vast arch, which appears to them only of the size of a man’s
hand, The silence of death is rendered more impressive by the
little stream that falls from rock to rock down the ch;mnel.d The
sun is darkened, and the boys have unconsciously® uncovered
‘t}l::;telziﬂis;;i';; i:r;;lhng in the presence-chamber of the Maj-
8.°At last, this feeling begins to wear away; they begin to

' Exquisite (8ks'kwezit), highly finished ; nice perfect.—2 Arch, a
curve line or part of a circle ; any work in that form, or covered by -rm
arch.—* Biit' ments, masses of rock or stone which support the ends Lul
a bridge.—* Pibrs, columns of rock or stone for the support of an 'LTL'I.] ol
bridge.—* Pér pen dic’ ular, upright; inclining to neither b‘illl‘: -0 Bl
wark, a fortification ; that which secures against an enemy : pr'otccliou
— Key of an arch, is the top stone agninsﬁ which the sid;‘s,rurst.ﬁ" Un

consciously (unw'kdn’shusly), without knowledge ; not thinking
g &

SCENE AT THE GREAT NATURAL BRIDGE, VA. 153

look around them; they find that others have been there before
them. They see the names of hundreds cut in the limestone
butments. A new feeling comes over their young hearts, and
their knives are in their hands in an instant. “ What man has
done, man can do,” is their watchword, while they draw them-
selves up, and carve their names a foot above those of a hundred
full-grown men, who have been there before them.

4. They are all satisfied wifh this feat of physical' exertion,
except one, whose example illustrates perfectly the forgotten
truth, that there is no royal road to intellectual eminence. . This
ambitious youth sees a name just above his reach, a name that
will be green in the memory of the world, when those of Al-
exander,’ Ceesar,® and Bonaparte* shall rot in oblivion® It was
the name of Washington. Before he marched with Braddock
to that fatal field, he had been there, and left his name a foot
above all his predecessors?

5. It was a glorious thought of the- boy, to write his name
side by side wifh that of the great father of his country. He
grasps his knife with a firmer hand; and, clinging to a little
jutting crag,” he cuts a niche® into the limestone, about a foot
above where he stands; he then reaches up and cuts another
for his hands. ’'Tis a dangerous adventure; but as he puts his
feet and hands into those niches, and draws himself up carefully
to his full length, he finds himself a foot above every name
chronicled® in that mighty wall.

6. While his companions are regarding him wifh concern and
admiration, he cuts his name in rude capitals, large and deep,

' Phys’ ical, natural ; bodily.—* Atexander the Great, son of Philip,
king of Macedonia, one of the states of Greece, was born in the autumn
B. ¢. 356. He made so many conquests, that he was styled the Con-
queror of the world. He died in May or June, B.¢. 823.—* Caius Julinz
Ceesar, the dictator of Rome, a great warrior, statesman, and man of
letters, was born on the 12th of July, ». ¢. 100. On the 15th of March
he perished by the hands of assassins in the scnate-house, in the fiftieth
year of his age.—*Napoleon Bonaparte, ‘‘ Emperor of the French,” a
great warrior and statesman, was born at Ajaccio, in Corsica, on the
6th of February, 1768, and died May 5th, 1821.—* Ob liv' i on, forget-
fuliess.—9 Pred e cds’ sors, forefathers ; those who go before us.—7 Jut-
ting crdg, piece of rock projecting or extending out.—* Niche, a cavity
or Eollow place.—* Chrdr! icled, recorded ; written.
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into that flinty album.! His knife is still in his band, and
strength in hissinews, and a new-created aspiration® in his heart,
Again he cuts another niche, and again he carves his name in
larger capitals, This is not enough. Heedless of the entreaties
of his companions, he cuts and climbs again. The gradations
of his ascending scale grow wider apart. - He measures his
length at every gam he cuts. The voices of his friends wax
weaker and weaker, till their words are finally 10st on his ear.

7. He now, for the first time, casts a look beneath him,
Had that glance lasted a moment, that moment would have
been his last. He clings wifh a convulsive shudder to his little
niche in the rock. An awful abyss® awaits his almost certain
fall. He is faint with severe exertion, and trembling from
the sudden view of the dreadful destruction to which he is
exposed. - His knife is worn half-way to the Kaft! He can hear
the voices, but not the words, of his terror-stricken companions
below.

8. What a moment! What a meager chance to escape de-
struction! There is no retracing his steps. It is impossible to
put his hands into the same niche with his feet and retain his
slender hold a moment. His companions instantly perceive this
new and fearful dilemma,® and await his fall with emotions that
“freeze their young blood.” He is too high, too faint, to ask
for his father and mother, his brothers and sisters, to come and
witness or avert® his destruction. But one of his companions
anticipates’ his desire. Swift as the wind, he bounds down the
channel, and the situation of the fated boy is told upon his father’s
hearth-stone.?

9. Minutes of almost eternal length roll on, and there are
hundreds standing in that rocky channel, and hundreds on the
bridge above, all holding their breath, and awaiting the fearful
catastrophe.” The poor boy hears the hum of new and numerous
voices both above and below. He can just distinguish the tones

Al bum, a book of blank leaves; a white spot.—* Aspird' tion, a
breathing after ; an ardent wish.—* A byss', a very deepand dark place ;
a bottomless pit.—* Hift, handle.—* Di lém’ ma, a difficult position ; a
doubtful choice.—* A vért’, prevent.—r Antlc'ipate, to take before-
hand ; foresee.—® Hedrth-stdne.—® Ca tis' tro phe; a final end ; misfor-
tone.
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of his father, who is shouting wifh all the energy of despair;
« William! William! don’t look down! -Your mother, and
Henry, and Harriet, are all here, praying for you! Keep your
eye toward the top!” The boy didn’t look down.

10. His eye is fixed like a flint toward heaven, and his young
heart on Him who reigns there. He grasps again his knife.
He cuts another miche, and another foot is added to the hun
dreds that remove him from the reach of human help from be-
low. How carefully he uses his wasting blade! How anxiously
he selects the softest places in that vast pier! How he avoids
every flinty grain! How he economizes' his physical powers,
resting a moment at each gain he cuts! How évery motion is
watched from below ! There stand his father, mother, brother,and
sister, on the véry spot where, if he falls, he will not fall alone.

11. The sun is now half-way down the west. The lad has
made fifty additional niches in that mighty wall, and now finds
himself directly under the middle of that vast arch of rocks,
earth, and trees. He must cut his way in a new direction, to
gét from under this overhanging mountain. The inspiration® of
hope is dying in his bosom; its vital heat is fed by the increas-
ing shouts of hundreds, perched upon cliffs and trees, and others
who stand with ropes in their hands, on the bridge above, or
with ladders below. Fifty gains more must be cut before the
longest rope can reach him.

12.- His wasting blade strikes again into the limestone. The
boy is emerging® painfully, foot by foot, from under that lofty
arch, Spliced ropes are ready, in the hands of those who are
leaning over the outer edge of the bridge. Two minutes more,
and all will be over. The blade is worn to the last half inch.
The boy's head reels; his eyes are starting from their sockets.
His last hope is dying in his heart; his life must hang upon the
fext gain he cuts. That niche is his last. At the last faint
gash he makes, his knife, his faithful . knife, falls from his little
nerveless hand, and, ringing along the precipice, falls at his
mother’s feet.

13. An involuntary groan of despair runs like a death-knell

: Ecbn’ o mizes, uses savingly.—? Inspird'tion, act of breathing in ;
8 highly exciting influence.—*E mérg' ing, coming out.
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through the channel below, and all is as still as the grave. At
the height of nearly three hundred feet, the devoted boy lifts his
hopeless heart, and closes his eyes to commend his soul tp-God.
"Tis but a moment—there! one foot swings off! he is reeling—
trembling—toppling—over intc eternity!

14. Hark! a shout falls on his ear from abeve. The man
who is lying with half his length over the bridge has caught a
glimpse of the boy’s head and shoulders. Quick as thought the
noosed' rcpe is within reach of the sinking youth. No one
breathes, 'With a faint,, convulsive effort, the swooning boy
drops his arms into the noose. Darkness comes over him, and
with the words, God, and Mother ! whispered on his lips, just loud
enough to be heard in heaven—the tightening rope lifts him
out of this last shallow niche. _

15. Not a lip moves while he is dangling over that fearful
abyss; but when a sturdy Virginian reaches down and draws up
the lad, and holds him unp in his arms before the tearful, breath-
less multitude, such shouting—such leaping and weeping for joy

—never greeted the ear of a human being so recovered from the
yawning gulf of eternity. Eumu Burerrr,

61. Tee Samor’s Soxe.

1. TNHE sea! the sea! the open sea!
The blue, the fresh, the ever free!
Without a mark, without a bound,
It runneth the earth’s wide regions round ;
It plays with the clouds; it mocks the skies;
Or like a cradled creature lies.
. I'm on the sea! I'm on the sea!

I am where I would ever be;
With the blue above, and the blue below,
And silence wheresoe’er I go;
If a storm should come and awake the deep,
‘What matter? 7 shall ride and sleep.

1 Noosed, having a loop.

THE LANDSMANS SONG.

. I love, oh, kow I love to ride

On the ficrce, foaming, bursting tide,
‘When every mad wave drowns the moon,
Or whistles aloft his tempest tune,

And tells how goeth the world below,
And why the sou’west blasts do blow.

I never was on the dull, tame shore,

But I loved the great sea more and more,
And backward flew to her billowy breast,
Like a bird that seeketh its mother’s nest ;
And a mother she was and és to me;

For I was born on the open sea!

. The waves were white, and red the morn,

In the noisy hour when I was born;

And the whale it whistled, the porpoise roll'd,
And the dolphins bared their backs of gold;
And never was heard such an outery wild

As welcom’d to life the ocean-child !

. I've lived since then, in calm and strife,

Full fifty summers a sailor’s life,
With wealth to spend and a power to range,
But never have sought nor sigh'd for change ;
And Death, whenever he comes to me,
Shall come on the wild, unbounded sea !
ProcTem,

62. Toe Laxpsmax’s Soxec.

H, who would be bound to the barren sea,
If he could dwell on land—

‘Where his step is ever both firm and free,
Where flowers arise, like sweet girls’ eyes,
And rivulets sing, like birds in spring {—

For me—I will take my stand

On land, on land!
Forever and ever on solid land |




