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siderable number were killed. Eight hundred
stand of arms, two field-pieces, and thirty-five
bagoage wagons, fell to the victors, who had
only twelve killed and sixty wour

The victory of the Cowpens, although
achieved under the immediate command of
Morgan, was the first stroke of General Greene’s
policy in the south, and augured favourably of
his future career. It led to one of the most
arduous, ably conducted, and memorable ope-
rations, that occurred in the course of the
revolutionary war—the retreat of Greene, and
the pursuit of Cornwallis, during the inclemen-
cies of winter, a distance of two hundred and
thirty miles.

Galled in his pride, and crippled in his
schemes by the overthrow of Tarlton, Lord
C‘m'nwaﬂis resolved, by a series of prompt and
Vigorous measures, to avenge the injury and
retrieve the loss which the royal arms had
sustained at the Cowpens. His meditated
operations for this purpose were, to advance
rapidly on Morgan, retake his prisoners, and
destroy his force ; to maintain an intermediate
position, and prevent his union with General
Greene or in case of the junction of the two
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armies, to cut off their retreat towards Virginia,
and force them to action.

But General Greene, no less vigilant and
provident than himself, informed, by express,
of the defeat of Tarlion, instantly perceived
the object of his lordship, and ordering his
troops to proceed under General Huger to
Salisbury, where he meditated a junction with
Morgan’s detachment, he himself, escorted by
a few dragoons, set out for the head-quarters
of that officer, and joined him shortly after.

Cornwallis having committed to the flames
his heavy baggage, and reduced his army to the
condition of light troops, dashed towards Mor-
gan. And here commenced the retreat of
General Greene, in the course of which he
displayed such resources, and gained in the end
such lasting renown. Sensible of the immense
prize for which he was contending, he tasked
his genius to the uttermost. On the issue of
the struggle was staked, not merely the lives of
a few brave men, not alone the existence of
the whole army, but the fate of the south and
the integrity of the Union. But his genius
was equal to the crisis. By the most masterly
movements, Greene effected a junction of the
two divisions of his little army.
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To his great mortification, Lord Cornwallis
now perceived that in two of his objects, the
destruction of Morgan’s detachment, and the
prevention of its union with the main division,
he was completely frusirated by the activity

of Greene. But to cut off the retreat of the
Americans into Virginia, after their union; and
to compel them to action, was still perhaps
practicable, and to the achievement of this he
now directed his undivided energies.

The genius of Greene, however, did not de-
sert him on thistrying occasion. Self-collected,
and adapting his conduct to the> nature of the
crisis, his firmness grew with the increase of
danger; dnd the measure of his greatness was
the extent of the difficulties he was called to
encounter. Notwithstanding the vigilance and
activity of his enemy, he brought his men in
safety into Virginia; and to crown the whole,
no loss was sustained by him, either in men,
munitions, artillery, or any thing that enters
info the equipment of an army.

Frustrated thus in all his purposes; Lord
Cornwallis, although the pursuing party, must
be acknowledged to have been fairly van-
quished. Victory is the successful issue of a
struggle for superiority. Military leaders con-
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tend for different objects; to vanquish their
enemies in open conflict; to attack and over-
throw them by stratagem and surprise; to ex-
haust their resources by delay of “action; or to
elude them in refreat, until, strengthened by
reinforcements, they may be able to turn and
meet them in the field. Of thislast description
was the victory of Greene in this memorable
retreat.

In Virginia, General Greene received some
reinforcements, and had the promise of more;
on which he returned again into North Carolina,
where, on their arrival, he hoped to be able {o
act on the offensive. He encamped in the vi-
cinity of Lord Cornwalligsarmy. By a variety
of -the best concerted manceuvres, he so judi-
tiously supported the arrangement of his troops,
by the secrecy and promptitude of his motions,
that during three weeks, while the enemy re-
mained near him, he prevented them from
taking any advantage of their superiority ; and
even cut off all opportunity of their receiving
succours from the royalists.

About the beginning of March he effected a
junction with a continental regiment and two
considerable bodies of Virginia and Carolina
militia. He then determined on attacking the

5
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British commander without loss of time, ¢ being
persuaded,” as he declared in his subsequent
despatches, ¢ that if he was successful, it would
prove ruinous to the-enemy ; and, if otherwise,
that it would be but a partial evil to him.”
On the 14th he arrived at Guilford Court-House,
the British then lying at twelve miles distance.
- His army consisted of about four thousand
five_hundred men, of whom near two-thirds
were North Carolina and Virginia militia. The
Rritish were about two thousand four hundred,
all regular troops, and the greater part inured
to toil and service in their long expedition
under Lord Cornwallis, who, on the morning
of the 15th, being apprised of General Greene’s
intentions, marched to meet him. The latter
disposed his army in three lines: the militia of
North Carolina were in front; the second line
was composed of those of Virginia ; and the
third, which was the flower of the army, was
formed of continental troops, mear fifteen
hundred in number. They were flanked on
both sides by cavalry and riflemen, and posted
on a rising ground, a mile and a half from
Guilford Court-House.

“The engagement commenced at half an
hour after one o’clock, by 2 brisk cannonade ;
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after which the British advanced in three
columns, and attacked the first line, composed
of North Carolina militia. .Those who pro-
bably had never been in action before, were
panic-struck at the approach of the enemy;
and many of them ran away without firing 2
gun, or being fired upon, and even before the
British had come nearer than one hundred and
forty yards to them. Part of them, however,
fired; but they then followed the example of
their comrades. Their officers made every
possible effort to rally them; but neither the
advantages of position, nor any other considera~
tion, could induce them to maintain their
ground, This shameful conduct had a great
effect upon the issue.of the battle. The next
line, however, behaved much better. They
fought with great bravery, and were thrown
into disorder; rallied, returned to the charge,
and kept up a heavy fire for a long time; but
were at length broken and driven on the third
line, when the engagement became general,
very severe, and very bloody. At length,
superiority of discipline carried the day fromn
superiority of numbers. The conflict endured
an hour and a half, and was terminated by
General Greene’s ordering a retreat, when he
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perceived that the enemy were on the point of
encircling his troops.”

This was a hard-fought action, and the ex-
ertions of the two rival generals, both in pre-
paring for this action, and during the course
of it, were never surpassed. Forgetful of
every thing but the fortune of the day, they,
on several occasions, mingled in the danger
like common soldiers.

The loss sustained by the Americans in this
battle, amounted, in killed and wounded, to
only about four hundred; while, in its effect
on the enemy, it was murderous; nearly one
third of them, including many officers of dis-
tinction, were killed and wounded.

The result of this conflict, although techni-
cally a defeat, was virtually a victory on the
part of General Greene. In its relation to his
adversary, it placed him on higher ground than
he had previously occupied; enabling him,
immediately afterward, imstead of retreating,
to become the pursuing party. This is evi-
denced by his conduct soon after the action.

Not doubting that Lord Cornwallis would
follow him, he retreated slowly, and in good
order, from the field of battle, until attaining,
at the distance of a few miles, an advantageous
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position, he again drew up. his forces, deter-
mined to remew the contest on the arrival of
his enemy. But his lordship was in no con-
dition to pursue, Having, by past experience,
not to be forgotten, learnt that his adversary was
a Ulysses in wisdom, he now perceived that
he was an Ajax in strength. Alike expert in
every mode of warfare, and not to be van-
quished either by stratagem or force, he found
him too formidable to be again approached.
Influenced by these sentiments, Lord Corn-
wallis, instead of pursuing his foe, or even
maintaining his ground, commenced his retreat,
leaving behind him about seventy of his
wounded, whom he recommended, in a letter

written by himself, to the humanity and
attention of the American chief.
Had General Greene been in a situation to

pursue his lordship as sobn as he commenced
his retreat, the destruction of that officer and
his army would have been inevitable. Some
spot on the plains of Carolina would have
witnessed the surrender that was reserved for
Virginia; and the of the south would
have won the laurels which shortly afterwards
decorated the brow of the hero of the nation.
But Greene’s military stores were so far ex-
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pended that he comld not pursue, until he
received a supply; and the delay, thus occa-
sioned, gave time to the British commander to
effect his escape.

Having received his supplies; Greene im-
mediately pursued the enemy ; but the advanced
position of Lord Cornwallis, and the impracti-
cable condition of the roads, frustrated every
exertion that General Greene could make to
compel the enemy to a second engagement:
convinced of this, he halted to indulge his
troops in that refreshment and repose which
they so much needed.

Were we to indicate the period in the life
of General Greene most strongly marked by
the operations, and irradiated by the genius of
a great commander, we would, without hesite~
tion, select that which extends from the com-
mencement of his retreat before Cornwallis, to
the termination of his pursuit of him at this
time. Perhaps a brighter era does not adorn
the military career of any leader. It was in
the course of it that he turned the current of
adverse fortune consequent on the defeat of
Gates, which he afterwards directed with such
certain aim and irresistible force, as to keep the
enemy from his numerous strong holds in the
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southern department, and contributed so pre-
eminently to the speedy and felicitous issue of

=the war.

Having abandoned the pursuit of the British
army, the general again found himself encircled
with difficulties. Of the southern department
of the Union, over which Greene’s command
extended, the enemy was in force in three
large and important sections. Georgia and
South Carolina were entirely in their posses-
sion; Lord Cornwallis had taken post in the
maritime district of North Carolina, and part
of Virginia was occupied by a powerful de-
tachment of British troops, under the command
of General Phillips. At a loss to determine
in which of these points he should act in per-
son, he consulted his officers, and found them
greatly divided in opinion. He however re-
solved, in accordance to the views of Colonel
Lee, that leaving his lordship, whose object

evidently was the invasion of Virginia, to be
met by the energies of that state, with such
assistance as might arrive from the north, he
should penetrate South Carolina, his army
divided into two columns, attack and beat the
enemy at their different posts, without per-
mitting them to concentrate their forces, and
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thus recover thatrich and important member
of the Union.

An officer who had distinguished himself in
the late action, not satisfied with.the proposed
plan of operations, asked General Greene, by
way of remonstrance, ¢ What will you do, sir,
in case Lord Cornwallis throws himself in your
rear, and cuts off your communication with
Virginia ®? T will punish his temerity,” re-
plied the general with great pleasantness, ““by
ordering you to charge him as you did at the
battle of Guilford. But never fear, sir; his
lordship has too much good sense ever again to
risk his safety so far from the sea-board. He
has just escaped ruin, and he knows it, and I
am greatly mistaken in his character as an
officer, if he has not the capacity to profit by
experience.”

On the Tth of Aprl, General Greene broke
up his encampment, and with the main column
of his army moving to the south, took position
on Hobkirk’s Hill, in front of Camden, the
head-quarters of Lord Rawdon, now the com-~
mander-in-chief of the British forces in the
south.

The strength of the British position, which
was covered on the south and cast side by a
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river and creek, and to the ‘westward and
northward by six redoubts, rendered it im-
practicable to carry it by storm with the small
army Greene had, consisting of about seven
hundred continentals, the militia having gone

* . home. He therefore encamped at about a mile

from the town, in order to prevent supplies
from being brought in, and to take advantage
of such. favourable circumstances as might
occur.

Lord Rawdon’s situation was extremely
delicate. Colonel Watson, whom he had
some time before detached for the protection
of the eastern frontiers, and to whom he had,
on the intelligence of General Greene’s in-
tentions, sent orders to return to Camden, was
so effectually watched by General Marion, that
it was impossible for him to obey. His lord-
ship’s supplies were, moreover, Very preca-
rious; and should General Greene’s reinforce- -
ments arrive, he might be so closely invested
as to be at length obliged to surrender. In this
dilemma, the best expedient that suggested
itself, was a bold attack; for which purpose he
armed every person with him capable of
crrrying a musket, not excepting his musicians
and drummers. He sallied out on the 25th of
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April, and attacked General Greene in his
camp. The defence was obstinate; and for
some part of the engagement the advantage
appeared to be in favour of America. Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Washington, who commanded
the cavalry, bad at one time not less than two
hundred British prisoners. However, by the
misconduct of one of the American regiments,
victory was snatched from General Greene,
who was compelled to retreat. He lost in the
action about two hundred killed, wounded and
prisoners. Rawdon lost about two hundred
and fifty-eight.

There was a great similarity between the
consequences of the affair at Guilford, and
those of this action. In the former, Lord
Cornwallis was successful ; but was afterward
obliged to retreat two hundred miles from the
scene of action, and for a time abandoned the
grand object of penetrating to the northward.
In the latter, Lord Rawdon had the honour of
the field, but was shortly after reduced to the
necessity of abandoning his post, and leaving
behind him a number of sick and wounded.

The evacuation of Camden, with the vigi~
Jance of General Greene, and the several
officers he employed, gave a2 new complexion
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to affairs in South Caroling, where the British
ascendency declined more rapidly than it had
been established. The numerous forts garri-
soned by the enemy, fell, one after the other,
into the hands of the Americans. Orange-
burg, Motte, Watson, Georgetown, Granby,
and others, Fort Ninety-Six excepted, were
surrendered; and a very considerable number
of prisoners of war, with military stores and
artillery, were found in them.

On the 22d of May, General Greene sat down
before Ninety-Six with the main part of his
little army. The siege was carried on, for a
considerable time, with great spirit; and the
place was defended with equal bravery. At
length the works were so far reduced that a
surrender must have been made in a few days,
when a reinforcement of three regiments from
Europe arrived at Charleston, which enabled
Lord Rawdon' to proceed to relieve this im-
portant post: The superiority of the enemy’s
force reduced General Greene to the alternative
of abandoning the siege altogether, or, previous
to their arrival, of attempting the fort by storm.
The latter was more agreeable to his enterpri-
sing -spirit; and an attack was made on the
morning of the 19th of June. He was re-
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pulsed with the loss of one hundred and fifty
men. He raised the siege, and retreated over
the Saluda.

Dr. Ramsay, speaking of the state of affairs
about this period, says, ¢ truly distressing was
the situation of the American army ; when in
the grasp of victory, to. be obliged to expose
themselves to a Hazardous assault, and, after-
ward to abandon a siege. - When"they were
nearly masters of the whole country, to be
compelled.to retreat to its extremity ; and after
subduing the greatest part of the force sent
against them; to. be.under the necessity of
encountering still greater reinforcements, when
their remote situation precluded‘them from the
hope of receiving a single recruit. In this
gloomy situation there were not wanting per-

sons who advised General Greene to leave the

state, and retire with his remaining forces to
Virginia. To arguments and suggestions of
this kind he nobly replied, ¢ I will recover the
country, or die in the attempt” This distin-
guished officer, whose genius was most vigorous
in those extremities when feeble minds abandon
themselves to despair, adopted the only resource
now left him, of avoiding an engagement until
the British force should be divided.”
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Greene having, without loss, made good his
passage over the rivers in front, Lord Rawdon,
perceiving the futility of any further attempt
to overtake him, abandoned the pursuit, and
retreating to Ninety-Six, prepared for its
evacuation. Thus did the policy of Greene,
which is moral strength, compel the surrender
of that fortress, although, from a want of
physical strength, he failed to carry it by the
sword.

No sooner had Lord Rawdon commenced his
retrograde movement towards Ninety-Six, than
General Greene changed his front and moved
in the same direction.” On the breaking up of
the garrison of Ninety-Six, and the return of
Lord Rawdon towards Charleston, which im-
mediately ensued, the British army moved in
two columns, at a considerable distance from
each other. Tt was then that General Greene
became, in reality, the pursuing party, ex-
ceedingly anxious to bring the enemy to battle,
But this he was unable to accomplish until
September.

September the 9th, General Greene having
assembled about two thousand men, proceeded
to attack the British, who, under the command
of Colonel Stewart were posted at the Eutaw
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Springs. The American force was drawn up
in two lines; the first, compesed of Carolina
militia, was commanded by Generals Marion
and Pickens, and Colonel de Malmedy. The
second, which consisted of continental troops
from North Carolina, Virginia, and Maryland,
was commanded by General Sumpter, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Campbell, and Colonel Wil-
liams : Lieutenant-Colonel Lee, with his legion,
covered the right flank ; and Lientenant-Colonel
Henderson, with the state troops, covered the
left. A corps de reserve was formed of the
cavalry under Lientenant-Colonel Washington,
and the Delaware troops under Captain Kirk-
weood. As the Americans came forward to the
attack, they fell in with some advanced parties
of the enemy, at about two or three miles
ahead of the main body. These being closely
pursued, were driven back, and the action soon
became general. The militia were at length
forced to give way, but were bravely supported
by the second line. In the hottest part of the
engagement, General Greene ordered the Mary-
land and Virginia continentals to charge with
trailed arms. This decided the fate of the day.
¢ Nothing,” says Dr. Ramsay, “ could surpass
the intrepidity of both officers and men on this
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occasion. They rushed on in good order,
through a heavy cannonade and a shower of
muske"try, with such unshaken resolution that
they bore down all before them.” The British
were broken, closely pursued, and upwards of
five hundred of them were taken prisoners.
They, however, made a fresh stand in a favour-
able position, in impenetrable shrubs and a
picketed garden. Lieutenant-Colonel Wash-
ington, after having made every effort to dis-
lodge them, was wounded and taken prisoner.
Four six-pounders were -brought forward to
play upon them, but they fell into their hands;
and the endeavours to drive them from their
station being found impracticable, the Ameri-
cans retired, leaving a very strong picket on
the field of battle. Their loss was about five
hundred ; that of the British upwards of eleven
hundred.

General Greene was honoured by Congress
with a British standard and a gold medal, em-
blematical of the engagement, < for his wise,
decisive, and magnanimous conduct in the
action at Eutaw Springs, in which, with a force
inferior in number to that of the enemy, he
obtained a most signal victory.”

In the evening of the succeeding day,
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Colonel Stewart abandoned his post, and re-
treated towards Charleston, leaving behind
upwards of seventy of his wounded, and a
thousand stand of arms. He was pursued a
considerable distance, but in vain.

In Dr. Caldwell’s Memoirs of the Life of
General Greene, we have the following inter-
esting story as connected with the severe con-
flict at Eutaw Springs.

«Two young officers, bearing the same rank,
met in personal combat. The American per-
ceiving that the Briton had a decided superiority
in the use of the sabre, and being himself of
great activity and personal strength, almost
gigantic, closed with his adversary, and made
him his prisoner.

« Gentlemanly, generous, and high-minded,
this event, added to a personal resemblance
which they were observed to bear to each other,
produced between these two youthful warriors
an intimacy, which increased, in a short time,
to a mutual attachment.

¢ Not long after the action, the American
officer returning home on furlough, to settle
some private business, obtained permission for
his friend to accompany him.

¢« Travelling without attendants or guard,
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they were both armed and well mounted. * Part
of their route lay through a settlement highly
disaffected to the American cause.

« When in the midst of this, having, in
consequence of a shower of rain, thrown
around them their cloaks, which concealed
their uniforms, they were suddenly encountered
by a detachment of tories.

«The young American determined to die
rather than become a prisoner, especially to
men whom he held in abhorrence for disloyalty
to their country, and the generous Briton re-
solved not to survive one by whom he had been
distinguished and treated so kindly : they both
together, with great spirit and self-possession,
charged the royalists, having first made signals
in their Tear, as if directing others to follow
them; and thus, without injury on either side,

had the address and good fortune to put the

party to flight. :

“ Arriving in safety at their place of desti-
nation, what was their surprise and augmented
satisfaction en finding, from some questions
proposed by the American officer’s father, that
they were first cousins!

« With increasing delight, the young Briton
passed several weeks in the family of his kins-
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