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man, where the writer of this narrative saw
‘him daily, and often listened, with the rapture
of a child, to the checkered story of  his
military adventures.

¢« To heighten the occurrence, and render it
more romantic, the American officer had a
sister, beautiful and accomplished, whose heart
soon felt for the gallant stranger more than the
affection due to a cousin. The attachment was
mutual.

« But here the adventure assumed a tragical

cast. The youthful foreigner being exchanged, ’

was summoned to return to his regiment. The
message was fatal to his peace, but military
honour demanded the sacrifice, and the lady,
generous and high-minded as himself, would
not be instrumental in dimming his laurels.
The parting scene was high-wrought picture
of tenderness and sorrow.’ On taking leave
the parties mutually bound themselves, by a
solemn promise,-to remain single a certain
number of years, in the hope that an arrange-
ment contemplated might again bring them
together. A few weeks afterward, the lady
expired under an attack of the small-pox.
The fate of the officer we never learnt.?

Judge Johnsou in his Life of General Greene,

NATHANIEL GREENE. 67

says, <At the battle of Eutaw Springs, Greene
says, ‘that hundreds of my men were naked
as they were born? Posterity will scarcely
belicve that the bare loins of many brave men
who carried death into the enemy’s ranks at
the Eutaw, were galled by their cartouch-
hoxes, while a folded rag or a tuft of moss
protected their shoulders from sustaining the
same injury from the musket. Men of other
times will inquire, by what magic was the army
kept together? By what supernatural power
was it made to fight ??

General Greene, in his letters to the secretary
at war, says, “ We have three hundred men
without arms, and more than one thousand so
naked that they can be put on duty only in
cases of a desperate nature.” Again he says,
«Qur difficulties are so numerous, and .our
wants so pressing, that I have not a moment’s
relief from the most painful anxieties. I have

more embarrassments than it is proper to dis-
close to the world. Let it suffice to say that
this part of the United States has had a narrow
escape. I have been seven months in the field
without taking off my clothes.”

The battle of Eutaw Springs being termina-
ted, General Greene ordered the light troops
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under Lee and Marion to march circuitously,
and gain a position in the British rear. But
the British leader was so prompt in his medsures,
and so precipitate in his movements, that,
leaving his sick and wounded behind him, he
made good his retreat. The only injury he
received in his flight was from Lee and Marion,
who cut off part of his rear-guard, galled him
in his flanks, killed several, and made a number
of prisoners.

Such was the issue of the battle of Eutaw.
Like that of every other fought by General
Greene, it manifested in him judgment and
sagacity of the highest order. Although he
was repeatedly forced from the field, it may be
truly said of that officer, that he never lost an
action—the consequences, at least, being always
in his favour. In no instance did he fail to
reduce his enemy to a condition relatively
much worse than that in which he met him,
his own condition, of course, being relatively
improved.

The battle of the Eutaw Springs was the last
essay in arms, in which it was the forfune of
General Greene to command, and was succeeded
by the abandonment of the whole of South
Carolina by the enemy, except Charleston.
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During the relaxation. that followed, a danger-
ous plot was formed by some mutinous persons
of the army, to deliver up their brave general
to the British.- The plot was discovered and

_ defeated; the ringleader apprehended, tried,

and shot, and twelve of the most guilty of his
associates deserted to the enemy. To the
honour of the American character, no native
of the country was known to be concerned in
this conspiracy. Foreigners alone were its
projectors and abetters.

The surrender of Lord Cornwallis, whose
enterprising spirit had been, by the British
ministry, expected to repair the losses, and
wipe away the disgrace which had been in-
curred through the inactivity and indolence of
other generals, having convinced them of the
impracticability of subjugating America, they
discontinued offensive operations in every
quarter. The happy period at length arrived,
when, by the virtue and bravery of her sons,
aided by the bounty of heaven, America
compelled her invaders to acknowledge her

.independence. Then her armies quitted the

tented field, and retired to cultivate the arts of
peace and happiness. General Greene im-
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mediately withdrew from the south, and re-
turned to the bosom of his native state.

The reception he there experienced was
cordial and joyous. The authorities welcomed
him home with congratulatory addresses, and
the chief men of the place waited upon him
at his dwelling, eager to testify their gratitude
for his services, their admiration of his talents
and virtues, and the pride with which they
recognized him as a native of Rhode Tsland.

On the close of the war, the three southern
states that had been the most essentially bene-
fitted by his wisdom and valour, manifested at
once their sense of justice, and their gratitude
to General Greene, by liberal donations. South
Carolina presented him with an estate valued
at ten thousand pounds sterling ; Georgia with
an estate, a few miles from the city of
Savannah, worth five thousand pounds; and
North Carolina, with twenty-five thousand
acres of land in the state of Tennessee.

Having spent about two years in his native
state, in the adjustment of his private affairs,
he sailed for Georgia in October, 1785, and
settled with his family on his estate near
Savannah. Engaging here in agricultural pur-
suits, he employed himself closely in arrange-
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ments for planting, exhibiting the fairest pro-
mise to become as eminent in the practice of
the peaceful virtues as he had already shown
himself in the occupation of war.

But it was the will of heaven that in this
new sphere of action his course should be
limited. The short period of seven months
was destined to witness its commencement and
its close.

Walking over his grounds, as was his custom,
without his hat, on the afternoon of the 15th
of June, 1786, the day being intensely hot, he
was suddenly attacked with such a vertigo and
prostration of strength, as to be unable to re-
turn to his house without assistance. The
affection was what was denominated a ¢ stroke
of the sun.? It was succeeded by fever,
accompanied with stupor, delirium, and a dis-
ordered stomach. - All efforts to subdue it
proving fruitless, it terminated fatally on the
19th of the month.

Intelligence of the event being conveyed to
Savannah, but one feeling pervaded the place.
Sorrow was universal; and the whole town
instinctively assumed the aspect of mourning.
All business was suspended, the dwelling houses,
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stores, and shops, were closed, and the shipping
in the harbour half-masted their colours.

On the following day, the -body of the de-
ceased being conveyed to the town, at the re-
quest of the inhabitants, was interred in a
private cemetry with military honours; the
magistrates of the place, and other public
officers, the society of the Cincinnati, and the
citizens generally, joined in the processionf*

In estimating the military character of Gen-
eral Greene, facts authorized the inference that
he possessed a genius adapted by nature to
military command. After resoring to arms,
his attainment to rank was much more rapid
than that of any other officer our country has
produced ; perhaps the most rapid that history
records. These offices, so high in responsibility
and honour, were conferred on him,.not as
matters of personal favour or family influence,
nor yet through' the instrumentality of political
intrigue. They were rewards of pre-eminent
merit, and tokens of recognised fitness for the
highest functions of military service.

It is said, that on his very first appearance
in the camp at Cambridge, from the ardour of

* General Greene left behind him a wife and five children.
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his zeal, unremitted activity, and strict attention
to every duty, he was pronounced by soldiers
of distinction,® a man of real military genius.

¢ His knowledge,” said General Knox to a
distinguished citizen of South Carolina, ““is
intuitive. He came to us the rawest and most -
untutored being T ever met with; but in less
than twelve months he was equal in military.
knowledee to any general officer in the army,
and very superior to most of them” Even the
enemy he conquered did homage to his pre-
eminent talents for war. Tarlton, who had
strong ground fo know him, is reported to
have pronounced bim, on a public occasion,
the most able and accomplished commander
that America had produced.

When acting under the order of others, he
never failed to discharge, to their satisfaction,
the duties intrusted to him, however arduous.
But it is the southern department of the Union
that constitutes the theatre of his achievements
and fame. It was there, where his views were
unshackled and his genius free, that, by per-
forming the part of a great captain, he erected
for himself a monument of reputation, durable

* Colonel Pickering and others.
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as history, lofty as victory and conquest could
render it, and brightened by all that glory could
bestow.
In compliment to his brilliant successes, the
hivalric De la Luzerne, the minister of France,
who, as a knight of Malta, must be considered
as a competent judge of military merit, thus
speaks of him: ¢ Other generals subdue their
enemies by the means with which their country
or their sovereign furnished them, but Greene
appears to subdue his enemy by his own means.
He commenced his campaign without either an
army, provisions, or military stores. He has
asked for nothing since, and yet scarcely a post
arrives from the south that does not bring
intelligence of some new advantaze gained
over his foe. He conquers by magic. History
furnishes no parallel to this.”

On the 12th of August, of the year
which the general died, the Congress of the
United States unanimously resplved, ¢ That a
monument be erected fo the memory of the
Honourable Nathaniel Greene, at the seat of
the federal government, with the following
inscription :

NATHANIEL GREENE.

SACRED
" to the Memory of the
HON. NATHANIEL GREENE,
who departed this Life
the 19th of June, MDCCLXXXVI,
late Major-General in the
Service of the U. S. and
Commander of the Army in the
Southern Department.
The United States, in Congress
assembled, in honour of
HIS PATRIOTISM, VALOUR, AND ABILITY,
have erected this
MONUMENT.

To the disgrace of the nation, no monument
has been erected ; nor, for the want of a head-
stone, can any one at present designate the spot
where the relics of the Hero of the South lie
interred, '




