WILLIAM RICHARDSON DRAVIE,

Colonel-Commandant of the State Cavalry of North-Carolina

CovoxerL Daviz was born in the village of
Egremont, in England, on the 20th of June,
1759. His father, visiting South Carolina soon
after the peace of 1768, brought with him this
son; and returning to England, confided him
to the Rev. William Richardson, his maternal
uncle: who becoming much attached to his
nephew, not only took charge of his education,
but adopted him as his son and heir. At the
proper age, William was sent to an academy
in North Carolina; from whence he was,
after a few years, removed to the college of
Nassau-Hall, in Princeton, New Jersey, then
becoming the resort of most of the southern
youth, under the auspices of the learned and
respectable  Dr. Witherspoon. - Here he
finished his education, graduating in the
autumn of 1776, a year memorable in our
military as well as civil annals.

Returning home, young Davie found himself
shut out for a time from the army, as the

cammissions for the troops just levied had been
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issued. He went to Salisbury, where he com-
menced the study of law. The war con-
tinuing, contrary to the expectations which
generally prevailed when it began, Davie conld
no longer resist the wish to plant himself
among the defenders of his country. Inducing
a worthy and popular friend, rather too old
for military service, to raise a troopof dra-
goons, as the readiest mode of accomplishing
his object, Davie obtained a lieutenancy in
this troop. Without delay the captain joined
the southern army, and soon afterward return-
ed home on a furlough. The command of
the troop devolving on Lieutenant Davie, it
was, at his request, annexed to the legion of
Count Pulaski, where Captain Davie continued,
until promoted by Major-General Lincoln to
the station of brigade-major of cavalry. In
this office Davie served until the affair at Stono,
devoting his leisure to the acquirement of

professional knowledge, and rising fast in the
esteem of the general and army. When
Lincoln attempted to dislodge Lieutenant-
Colonel Maitland from his entrenchied camp cn
the Stono, Davie received a severe wound, and
was removed from camp to the hospital in
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Charleston, where he was confined five
months,

Soon after his recovery, he was empowered
by the government of North Carolina to raise
a small legionary corps, consisting of one troop
of dragoons and two companies of mounted
infantry ; at the head of which he was placed
with the rank of major.

Quickly succeeding in completing his corps,
in whose equipment he expended the last
remaining shilling of an estate bequeathed to
him by his uncle, he took the field, and was
sedulously engaged in protecting the country
between Charlotte and Camden from the
enemy’s predatory excursions. On the fatal
19th of August, he was hastening with his
corps to join the army, when he met our dis-
persed and flying troops. He nevertheless
continued to advance toward the conqﬁerm-;
and by his prudence, zeal, and vigilance, saved
a few of our wagons, and many of our strag-
glers.  Acquainted with the movement of
Sumpter, and justly apprehending that he
would be destroyed unless speedily advised of
the defeat of Gates, he despatched imme-
diately a courier to that officer, communicating
what had happened, performing; in the midst
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of distress and confusion, the part of an ex-
perienced captain.

So much was his conduct respected by the
government of North Carolina, that he was in
the course of September promoted to the rank
of colonel commandant of the cavalry of the

At the two gloomiest epochs of the southern
war, soon after the fall of Charleston and the
overthrow of Gates, it was the good fortune
of Colonel Davie to be the first to shed a gleam
through the surrounding darkness, and give
hope to the country by the brilliancy of his
exploits.. In one instance, without loss or in~
jury on his part, he  entirely destroyed an
escort of provisions, taking forty prisoners,

with their horses and arms. In the other,

under the immediate eye of a large British
force, which was. actually beating to arms to
attack him, he routed a party stronger than his
own, killing and wounding sixty of the enemy,
and carrying off with him ninety-six horses
and one hundred and twenty stand of arms.
When Lord Cornwallis entered Charlotte, a
small village in North Carolina, Colonel Davie,
at the head of his detachment, threw himself

in his front, determined to give him a specimen
2
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of the firmness and gallantry with which the
inhabitants of the place were prepared to dis-
pute with his lordship their native soil.

Colonel Tarlton’s legion formed the British
van, led by Major Hanger, the commander
himself being confined by sickness. When
that celebrated corps had advanced near to the
centre of the village, where the Americans
were posted, Davie poured into it so destruc-
tive a fire, that it immediately wheeled and
retired in disorder. Being rallied on the
commons, and again led on to the charge, it
received on the same spot another fire with
similar effect.

Lord Cornwallis witnessing the confusion
thus produced among his choicest troops, rode

up in person, and in a tone of dissatisfaction
upbraided the legion with unsoldierly conduct,
reminding it of its former exploits and reputa-
tion.

Pressed on his flanks by the British infantry,
Colonel Davie had now fallen back to a new
and well selected position. To dislodge him
from this, the legion cavalry advanced on him
a third time, in rapid charge, in full view
of their commander-in-chief, but in vain.
Another fire from the American marksmen
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killed several of their officers, wounded Major

'Hanger, and repulsed them again with imcreased

confusion.

The main body of the British being now
within musket shot, the- American leader
abandoned the contest.

t was by strokes like these that he seriously
crippled and intimidated his enemy, acquired
an elevated standing in the estimation of his
friends, and served very essentially the interest
of freedom.

In this station he was found by General
Greene, on assuming the command of the
southern army ; whose attention had been oc-
cupied from his entrance into North Carolina,
in remedying the disorder in the quarter-master
and commissary departments. To the first,
Carrington had been called ; and Davie was
now induced to take upon himself the last,
much as he preferred the station he . then
-possessed. At the head of this department,
Colonel Davie remained throughout the trying
campaign which followed, contributing greatly
by his talents, his zeal, his Jocal knowledge,
ind his influence, to the maintenance of the
Jifficult and successful operations which fol-
lowed. While hefore Ninety-Six, Greene,
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foreseeing the difficulties ag gain to be encoun-
tered in consequence of the accession of force
to the enemy by the arrival of three regiments
from Treland, determined to send 2 confidential
officer to the legislature of North Carolina,
then in session, to represent to them his relative
condition, and to urge their adoption of effectual

" measures without delay, for the collection of
magazines of provisions and the reinforcement
of the army. Colonel Davie was selected by
Greene for this important mission, and immedi-
ately repaired to the seat of government, where
he ably and faithfully exerted himself to give
effect to the views of his general.

The effect of the capture of Cornwallis as-
suring the quick return of peace, Colonel
Davie returned home, and resumed the profes-
sion with the practice of the law in the town
of Halifax, on the Roanoke.

He was afterward governor of North Caro-
lina, and one of our ambassadors to France at
a very portentous conjuncture.

The war in the south was ennobled by great

_and signal instances of individual and partizan
valour and enterprise. Scarcely do the most
high drawn heroes of fiction surpass, in their
darings and extraordinary achievements, many
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of the real ones of Pickens, Marion, Sumpter,
and Davie, who figured in the southern states
during the conflict of the revolution.

Colonel Davie, although younger by several
years, possessed talents of a higher order, and
was much more accomplished in education and
manners, than either of his three competitors
for fame. For the comeliness of his person,
his martial air, his excellence in horsemanship
and his consummate powers of field eloquence,
he had scarcely an equal in the armies of his
country. But his chief excellence lay in the
magnanimity and generosity of his soul, his
daring courage, his vigilance and addrpss, and
his unrelaxing activity and endurance of toil.
If he was less frequertly engaged in actual
combat than either of his three compeers, it
was not because he was inferior to either
of them in enterprise or love of battle. His
district being more interior, was, at first, less
frequently invaded by British detachments.
When, however, Lord Cornwallis ultimately
advanced into that quarter, his scouts and
foraging parties found in Colonel Davie and
his brave associates, as formidable an enemy
as they had ever encountered.




CHRISTOPHER GADSDEN,

BRIGADIER-GENERAL AND LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF SOUTH
CarOLINA,

Ta1s venerable patriot of the revolution was
born in Charleston, about the year 1724. He
was sent to England by his father, while a
youth, where he was educated. At the age
of sixteen he returned to Carolina, and finished
his education in the counting-house of Mr.
Lawrence, of Philadelphia.

General Gadsden had naturally a strong love
for independence. He was born a republican.
Under a well ordered government he was a
good subject, but could not brook the encroach-
ments of any man, or body of men,to entrench
on his rights.

¢ As early as 1766,” says Judee Johnson,
“there was at least one man in South Carolina
who foresaw and foretold the views of the
British government, and explicitly urged his

. adherents to the resolution to resist even to
death. General Gadsden, it is well known,
always favoured the most decisive and energetic

measures. He thought it folly to temporize,
-142
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and 1nsisted that cordial’ reconciliation, on
honourable ‘terms, was impossible. When
the news of the repeal of the stamp-act arrived,
and the whole community was in ecstacy at
the event, he, on the contrary, received it with
indignation, and privately convening a party
of his friends; he harangued them at'con-
siderable length on the folly of relaxing their
opposition and vigilance, or indulging the
fallacious hope that Great-Britain would re-
linquish her designs or pretensions. He drew
their attention to the preamble of the act, and
forcibly pressed upon them the absurdity of
rejoicing at an act that still asserted and main-
tained the absolute dominion over them. And
then reviewing all the chances of succeeding
in a struggle to break the fetters, when again
imposed upon them, he pressed them to prepare
their minds for the event. The address was
received with silent but profound devotion;
and with linked hands, the whole party pledged
themselves to resist; a pledge that was faith-
fully redeemed when the hour of trial arrived.”

«Tn June, 1775, when the Provincial
Congress determined to raise troops, Gadsden,
though absent on public duty at Philadelphia,
was, without his cansent or knowledge, elected
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colonel of the first regiment. For personat
courage he was inferior to no man. In know-
ledge of the military art, he had several
equals, and some superiors ; but from the great
confidence reposed in his patriotism, and the
popularity of his name, he was put at the head
of the new military establishment. He left
Congress, and repaired to the camp in Carolina,
declaring that ¢wherever his country placed
him, whether in the civil or military depart-
ment ; and if in the latter, whether as corporal
or colonel, he would cheerfully serve to the
utmost of his ability.””

In the next year he was promoted by Con-
gress to the rank of brigadier-general. - He
commanded at Fort-Johnson, when- the fort
sn Sullivan’s Island was attacked ; and he was
prepared to receive the enemy in their progress
o Charleston. The repulse of the British pre-
vented his coming into action. Their retreat
elieved South Carolina from the pressure of
war for two years. In this period, Gadsden
‘esigned his military command, but continued
o serve in the assembly and the privy council,
snd was very active in preparing for and
andeavouring to repel the successive invasions
if the state by the British in 1779 and 1780
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He was the friend of every vigorous measure,
and always ready to undertake the most
laborious duties, and to put himself in the front
of danger.

When Charleston surrendered by capitula- -

tion, he was lieutenant-governor, and paroled
as such, and honourably kept his engagement.
Tor the three months which followed, he was
undisturbed ; but on the defeat of Gates, in
August, 1780, the British resolved that he and
several others, who discovered no disposition
to return to the condition of British subjects,
should be sent out of the country. He was
accordingly taken in his own house by 2 file
of soldiers, and put on board a vessel in the
harbour. He knew not why he was taken up,
nor what was intended to be done with him,
but supposed it was introductory to a trial
for treason or rebellion, as the British gave
out that the country was completely con-
quered.

He was soon joined by twenty-eight com-
patriots, who were also taken up on the same
day. -

He drew from his pocket half a dollar, and
turning to his associates with a cheerful coun-

tenance, assured them that was all the money
13
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he had at his command. - The conquerors sent
him and his companions to St. Augustine, then
a British-garrison.

On their landing, limits of some extent were
offered to them, on condition of their renewing
the parole they had given in Charleston, “to
do nothing injurious to the British interest.”
When this was tendered to General Gadsden,
he replied, ¢ That he had already given one,
and honourably observed it; that, in violation
of his rights as a prisoner under a capitulation,
he had been sent from Charleston, and that,
therefore, he saw no use in giving 2 second
parole.” The commanding officer replied,
«He would enter into no arguments, but
demanded an explicit answer whether he
would or would not renew his parole.” Gene-
ral Gadsden answered with that high-minded
republican’ spirit which misfortunes could not
keep down, “Iwill not. In God I put my
trust, and fear mo consequences.” ¢ Think
better of it, sir,” said the officer; “a second
refusal will fix your destiny; a dungeon will
be your future habitation” ¢ Prepare it
then,” said the inflexible patriot, I will give
no parole, so help me God.” He was instantly
hurried off to the castle, and there confined for
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ten months in a small room, and in a state of
complete separation from his fellow-prisoners,
and in total ignorance of the advantages gained
by his countrymen, but with most ample
details of their defeats, and particularly of
the sequestration of his estate with that of the
other Carolina rebels.

After Andre’s arrest, Colonel Glazier, the
governor of the castle, sent to advise General
Gadsden to prepare himself for the worst,
intimating that as General Washington had
been assured of retaliation if Andre was
executed, it was not unlikely that he would
be the person selected. To this message he
magnanimously replied, ¢ That he was always
prepared to die for his country, and that he
would rather ascend the scaffold than purchase
with his life the dishonour of his country.”

In the course of 1781, the victories of
General Greene procured an equivalent for
the release of all the prisoners belonging to
South Carolina. Mr. Gadsden was discharged
from close confinement, and rejoined his
fellow-prisoners. The reciprocal congratula-

tions on the change of circumstances, and
on seeing each other after ten months separa-
tion, though in the same garrison, may be




148 HEROES OF THE REVOLUTION.

more easily conceived than expressed. They
were all conveyed by water from St. Augustine
to - Philadelphia, and there delivered. On
their arrival they were informed, for the first
time, of the happy turn American affairs had
taken subsequent to Gates’ defeat. General
Gadsden hastened back to Carolina to aid in
recovering it from the British. He was elected
a member of the assembly which met at
Jacksonborough in 1782,

General Gadsden continued in the country
throughout the year 1782, serving as one of
the governor’s council. On the 14th of
December; 1782, he, with the American army
and citizens, made their triumphant entry into
Charleston in the redr of the evacuating
British. In the first moment of his return,
after an absence of more than two years, he
had the pleasure of seeing the British fleet,
upward of three hundred sail, in the act of
departing from the port, and the capital, as
well as the country, restored to its proper
owners. Mr. Gadsden henceforward devoted
himself to private pursuits, but occasionally
served in the assembly, and with unspeakable
delight in the two state conventions; the one
for the ratification of the national constitution
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in 1788, and the other for revising the state
constitution in 1790, -

He survived his 81st year, generally en-
joying good health, and at last died, more
from the consequences of an accidental fall
than the weight of disease, or decays of nature.

His opinions of lawyers were not favourable.
He considered their pleadings as generally
tending to obscure what was plain, and to
make difficulties where there were none ; and
much more subservient to render their trade
lucrative than to advance justice. . He adhered
to that clause of Mr. Locke’s fundamental

o constitution, which makes it “a base and vile

thing to plead for money or reward ;” and
wished that the lawyers, when necessary to
justice, should be provided with salaries at the
public expense, like the judges, that they
might be saved from the shame of hiring their
tongues to the first who offered or gave the
largest fee. Of physicians he thought very
little. He considered temperance and exercise
superior to all their prescriptions, and that in
most cases they rendered them altogether
unnecessary. In many things he was particu-
lar. His passions were strong, and renquired
all his religion and philosophy to curb them.
13
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His patriotism was both  disinterested and
ardent. He declined all offices of profit, and
through life refused to take the compensations

annexed by.law to such offices of trust as were
conferred on him. His character was im-
pressed with the hardihood of antiquity; and
he possessed an erect, firm, intrepid mind,
which was well calculated for buffeting with
revolutionary storms.”

HORATIO GATES,

MajOR-GENERAL IN THE AMERICAN ARMY.

Generar Gares was a native of England,
and was horn in the year 1728. He was
educated to the military profession, and entered
the British army at an early age, in the capa-
city of lieutenant, where he laid the foundation
of his future military excellence. Without
purchase he obtained the rank of major. He
was aid to General Monckton at the capture
of Martinico, and after the peace of Aix-la-
Chapelle he was among the first troops which
landed at Halifax under General Cornwallis.
He was an officer in the army which accom-=
panied the unfortunate Braddock in the ex-
pedition against Tort du Quesne, in the year
1755, and was shot through the body-

When peace was concluded, he purchased
an estate in Virginia, where he resided until
the commencement of the American war, in
1775. Having evinced his zeal and attach-
ment to the violated rights of his adopted
country, and sustaining a high military reputa-
tion, he was appointed by Congreisﬁ aidjutant-




