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lc?us as to the means employed to accomplish
his-own advancement.

The following is an extract from General
Lee’s will.

¢ I desire most earnestly that I may not be
?uried in any church or church-yard, or with-
in a mile of any Presbyterian or Anabaptist
meeting house; for since I have resided
in this country, I have kept so much bad
company while living, that T do not choose to
continue it while dead.”

JOHN.SULLIVAN,

MaJOR-GENERAL IN THE AMERICAN ARMY.

Ceneran SunLivan was a native of New
Hampshire, where he resided before the revo-
lution, and attained to a high degree of emi-
nence in the profession of the law. He was
a member of the first Congress, in 17745 but
on the commencement of hostilities, preferring
a military commission, he relinquished the
fairest prospects of fortune and fame, and ap-
peared among the most ardent patriots and
intrepid warriors. :

«Tn 1775, he was appointed a brigadier
general, and immediately joined the army
at Cambridge, and soon after obtained the com=
mand on Winter Hill. The next year he was
ordered to Canada, and, on the death of Gene-
ral Thomas, the command of the army de~
volved on him. The situation of our army in
that quarter was inexpressibly distressing ; des-
titute of clothing, dispirited by defeat and
constant fatigue, and a large proportion of the
troops sick with the small-pox. By his great

exertions and judicious management, he meli=
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orated the condition of the army, and obtained
general applause. On his retiring from that
commend Julys 12th, 1776, the field-officers
thus addressed ‘himes ¢It is to you, sir, the
public are indebted for the preservation of
their property in Canada. It is to you we
owe our safety thus far. Your humanity will
call forth  the silent tear and the grateful
ejaculation of the sick. Your universal im-
partiality will force the applause of the wea-
ried soldier.’

“Tn August, 1776, he was promoted to the
rank of major-general, and soon after was,
with Major-General Lord Stirling, captured by
the British in the battle on Long Island.
General Sullivan being paroled, was sent by
General Howeswith a message to Congress,
after which he returned to New York. In
September he was exchanged for Major Gene-
ral Prescott. We next find him in command
of the right division of our troops, in- the
famous battle at Trenton, and he acquitted
himself honourably on that ever memorable
day.

¢« Tn August, 1777, without the authority of
Congress, or the commander-in-chief, he plan-
ned and executed an expedition against the
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enemy on Staten Island. Though the’ enter-
prise was conducted with prudence-and success,

in part, it was said by some togbave been less
prilliant than might have been expected under
his favourable circumstances; and as that act
was deemed a bold assumption of responsibili-
ty, and reports to his prejudice being in circu-
lation, a court of inquiry was ordered to in-
vestigate his. conduct. The" result ‘was an
honourable acquittal ; and Congress resolved,
that the result, so honourable to General Sulli-
van, is highly pleasing to Congress, and that
the opinion of the court be published, in justi-
fication of that injured officer.

¢ In the battles of Brandywine and German-
town, in the autumn of 1777, General Sulli-
van commanded =z division, agd in the latter
conflict his two aids were killed, and his own
conduct was so conspicuously brave, that Gene-
ral Washington, in his letter to Congress, con-
cludes with encomiums on the gallantry of
General Sullivan, and the whole right wing of
the @rinyg who acted immediately wnder the
eye of his excel ency.

«In August, 1778, General Sullivan, was
sole commander of an expedition to the Island
of Newport, in co-operation with the French
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fleet under the Count D’Estaing. The Marquis
de la Fayette and General Greene volunteered
their services on the occasion. The object of
the expedition was defeated, in consequence of
the French fleet being driven off by a violent
storm. By this unfortunate event, the enemy
were encouraged to engage our army in battle,
in which they suffered a repulse, and General
Sullivan finally effected a safe retreat to the
main.  This retreat, so ably executed, without
~onfusion or the loss of baggage or stores,
nereased the military reputation of General
Sullivan, and redounds to his honour as a
gkilful commander.

« The bloody tragedy acted at Wyoming, in
1778, had determined the commander-in-chief,
in 1779, to employ a large detachment from
the continental army to penetrate into the
heart of the Indian country, to chastise the
hostile tribes and their white associates and ad-
herents, for their cruel aggressions on the
defenceless inhabitants. The command of this

expedition was committed to Major-General -

Sullivan, with express orders to destroy their
settlements, to ruin their crops, and make such
thorough devastations as to render the country
entirely uninhabitable for the present, and thus
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to compel the savages to remove to a greater
distance from our frontiers.

¢ General Sullivan had under his’command
several brigadiers, and a well chosen army, to
which were attached a number of friendly
Indian warriors. With this force he penetra-
ted about ninety miles, through a - horrid ;
swampy wilderness and barren mountainous
deserts, to Wyoming, on the Susquehanna
river, thence by water to Tioga,-and possessed
himself of numerous towns and villages of
the savages.

< During this hazardous expedition General
Sullivan and his army encountered the most
complicated obstacles, requiring the greatest
fortitude and perseverance to surmount. He
explored an extensive tract of country, and
strictly executed the severe, but necessary
orders he had received. A considerable num-
ber of Indians were slain, some were captured,
their habitations were burnt, and their planta-
tions of corn and vegetables laid waste in the
most effectual manner. ¢ Eichteen villages, a
number of detached buildings, one hundred
and sixty thousand bushels of corn, and those
fruits and vegetables which conduce to the
comfort and subsistence of man, were utterly




206 HERQES OF THE REVOLUTION.

destroyed. Five weeks were unremittingly
employed in this work of devastation.’

¢ On his return from the expedition, he and
his army received the approbation of Congress.
It is remarked on this expedition, by the trans-
lator of M. Chastelleux’s travels, an English-
man, then resident in the United States, that
the instructions given by General Sullivan to
his officers, the order of march he prescribed
to his troops, and the discipline he had the
ability to maintain, would have done honour
to the most experienced ancient or modern
generals. :

“At the close of the campaign of 1779,
General Sullivan, in consequence of impaired
health, resigned his commission in the army.
Congress, in accepting his resignation, passed
a resolve, thanking him for his past services.
His military talents and *bold spirit of enter-
prise were universally acknowledged. He
was fond of display, and his personal appear-
ance and dignified deportment commanded
respect. After his resignation, he resumed
his professional pursuits at the bar, and was
much distinguished as a statesman, politician,
and patriot. He acquired very considerable

proficiency in general literature, and an exten
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sive knowledze of men and the world. He
received from Harvard University a degree of
master of arts, and from the University of
Dartmouth a degree of doctor of laws. He
was one of the convention who formed the
state constitution for New Hampshire, was
chosen into the first council, and was after-
wards elected chief magistrate in that state,
and held the office for three years. In Sep-
tember, 1789, he was appointed judge of the
district court for the district of New Hamp-
shire, and continued in the office till his death,
in 1795,2




