HERQES OF THE REVOLUTION.

BATTLE OF BUNKER-HILL,
June 17, 1775.

The Congress of the United States,
as an acknowledgment of his
Services and distinguished
Merit, have erected this
Monument to his
memory.

% It was resolved, likewise, ¢ that the eldest
son of General Warren should be educated,
from that time, at the expense of the United
States’ On the Ist of July, 1780, Congress,
recognising these former resolutions, further
resolved, ¢ That it should be recommended to
the executive of Massachusetts-Bay to make
provision for the maintenance and education
of his three younger children. And that
Congress would defray the expense to the
amount of the half-pay of a major-general, to
commence at the time of his death, and con-
tinue till the youngest of the children should
pe of age. The part of the resolutions re-
lating to the education of the children, was
carried into effect accordingly. The monu-
ment is not yet erected, but it is not too late.”

JOHN LAURENS,

COLONEL IN THE AMERICAN ARMY,

«Son of Henry Laurens, was born in
Charleston, in 1755. In youth he discovered
that energy of character which distinguished
him through life. Whena ]ad, though labour-
ing under a fever, on the cry of fire, he leaped
from his bed, hastened to the scene of danger,
and was in a few minutes on the top of the expo-
sed houses, risking his life to arrest the progress
of the flames. This is the more worthy of
notice, for precisely in the same way, and
under a similar, but higher impulse of ardent
patriotism, he lost his life in the year 1782.

« At the age of sixteen he was taken to
Europe by his father, and there put under the
best means of instruction in Geneva, and
afterward in London.

< e was entered a student of law at the
temple in 1774, and was daily improving in
Jegal knowledge till the disputes between
Great Britain and her colonies arrested his
attention. He soon found that the claims

of the mother country struck at the root of
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liberty in the colonies, and that she perse-
veringly resolved to enforce these claims at
every hazard. Fain would he have come out
to join his countrymen in arms at the com=
mencement of the contest ; but the peremptory
order of his father enjoined his continuance in
England, to prosecute his studies and finish his
education. - As a dutiful son, he obeyed these
orders; but.as a patriot burning with desire to
defend his country, he dismissed Coke, Little-
ton, and all the tribe of jurists, and substituted
in their place Vauban, Folard, and other
writers on war. He also availed himself of
the excellent opportunities which London
affords of acquiring - practical knowledge of
the manual exercise, of tactics, and the me-
chanism of war. Thus instructed, as soon as
he was a freeman of legal age, he quitted
England for France, and by a circuitous
voyage in neutral vessels, and at a considerable
risk, made his way good, in the year 1777, to
Charleston.

¢“Independence had been declared—the
American army was raised, officered, and in
the field. He who, by his attainments in
general science, and particularly in the military
art, deserved high rank, had no ordinary door
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left open to serve his country, but by entering
in the lowest grade of an army abounding
with officers. General Washington, ever
attentive to 'merit, instantly took him into
his family as a supernumerary aid-de-camp.
Shortly after this appointment, he had an
opportunity of indulging his military ardour.
He fought and was wounded in the battle of
Germantown, October 4th, 1777. He con-
tinued in General Washington’s family, in the
middle states, till the British had retreated.from
Philadelphia to New York, and was engaged
in the battle of Monmouth, June 28, 1778.

“ After this, the war being transferred more
northwardly, he was indulged in attaching
himself to the army on Rhode Island, where
the most active operations were expected soon
to take place. There he was entrusted with
the command of some light troops. The
bravery and good conduct which he displayed
on this occasion was honoured by Congress.

“On the bth of November, 1778, they
resolved, ¢ that John Laurens, Esq. aid-de-camp
to General Washington, be presented with
a continental commission of lieutenent-colo-
nel, in testimony of the sense which Congress

entertain of his patriotic and spirited services
a0 *
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as a volunteer inthe American army ; and of
his brave conduct in several actions, particu=
larly in that of Rhode Island, on the 29th of
August last ; and that General Washington be
directed, whenever an opportunity shall offer,
to give Lieutenant-Colonel Laurens command
agreeable to his rank’ On the next day, 2
letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Laurens was
read in Congress, expressing ¢ his gratitude for
the unexpected honour which Congress was
pleased to confer on him by the resolution
passed the day before ; and the high satisfac-
tion it would have afforded him, could he have
accepted it without injuring the rights of the
officers in the line of the army, and doing an
evident injustice to his colleagues in the family
of the commander-in-chief—that having been
a spectator of the couvulsions occasioned in
the army by disputes of rank, he held the
tranquillity of it too dear to be instrumental in
disturbing it, and therefore entreated Congress
to suppress the resolve of yesterday, ordering
him a commission of lieutenant-colonel, and
to accept his sincere thanks for the interded
honour.’ In this relinquishment there wasa
victory gained by patriotism over self-love.
Lieutenant-Colonel Laurens loved military
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fame and rank; but he loved his country more,
and sacrificed the former to preserve the peace
and promote the interest of the latter.

¢ Tn the next year the British-directed their
military operations chiefly against the most
southern states. Lieutenant-Colonel John
Laurens was induced by double motives to
repair fo Carolina. The post of danger was
always the object of his preference. His
native state was become the theatre of war.
To its aid he repaired, and in May, 1779, with
a party of light troops, had a skirmish with
the British at Tulifinny. In endeavouring to
obstruct their progress towards Charleston, he
received a wound. This was no sooner cured
than he rejoined the army, and was engaged in
the unsuccessful attack on Savannah, on the
9th of October of the same year. To prepare
for the defence of Charleston, the reduction
of which was known to be contemplated by
the British, was the next object of attention
among the Americans. To this Colonel Lau-
rens devoted all the energies of his active
mind.

«Tn the progress of the siege, which com-
menced in 1780, the success of defensive
operations became doubtful. Councils of war
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were frequent—several of the citizens were
lknown to wish for a surrender, as a termina-
tion of their toils and dangers.” In these
councils, and on proper occasions, Colonel
Laurens advocated the abandonment of the
front lines, and to retire to new ones to be
erected within the old ones, and to risk an
assault. When these ‘spirited measures were
opposed on the sugzestion that the inhabitants
preferred a capitulation, he declared that he
would direct his sword to the heart of the first
citizen who would urge a capitulation against
the opinion of the commander-in-chief.

¢ When his superior officers, convinced of
the inefficacy of further resistance, were dis-
posed to surrender on terms of capitulation,
he yielded to the neccessity of the case, and
became a prisoner of war. This reverse of
fortune opened a new door for serving his
country in a higher line than he ever yet had
done. He was soon exchanged, and reinstated
in a capacity for acting. In expediting his
exchange, Congress had the ulferior view of
sending him a special minister to Paris, that he
might urge the necessity of a vigorous co-
operation on the part of France with the
United States against Great Britain. When
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this was proposed to Colonel Laurens, he
recommended and urged that Colonel Alexan-
der Hamilton should be employed in preference
to himself. Congress adhered to their first
choice.

¢ Colonel Laurens sailed for France in the
latter end of 1780, and there, in conjunction
with Dr. Franklin, and Count de Vergennes,
and Marquis de Castries, arranged the plan of
the campaign for 1781, which eventuated in
the surrender of Lord Cornwallis, and finally
in a termination of the war., Within six
months from the day Colonel Laurens left
America, he returned to it, and brought with
him the concerted plan of combined opera-
tions. Ardent to rejoin the army, he ‘was
indulged with making a verbal report of his
negotiations to Congress; and in three daysset
out to resume his place as one of the aids
of Washington. The American and French
army about this time commenced the siege
of York Town. In the course of it, Colonel
Laurens, as second in command, with his
fellow-aid, Colonel Hamilton, assisted in
storming and taking an advanced British re-
doubt, which expedited the surrender of Lord
Cornwallis. The articles of capitulation were
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arranged by Colonel Laurens on behalf of the
Americans.

¢ Charleston and a part of South Carolina
still remained in the power of the British.
Colonel Laurens thought nothing done while
-any thing remained undone. He therefore, on
the surrender of Lord Cornwallis, repaired to
South Carolina, and joined the southern army
commanded by General Greene. In the course
of the summer of 1782, he caught a common

fever, and was sick in bed when an expedition

was undertaken against 2 party of the British,
which had gone to Combakee to carry off rice.
Colonel Laurens rose from his sick bed and
joined his countrymen. While leading an
advanced party, he received a shot, which, on
the 27th of August, 1782, at the close of the
war, put an end to his valuable life, in the
927th year of his age. His many virtues have
been ever since the subject of eulogy, and his
early fall, of national lamentation. The
fourth of July seldom passes without a tribute
to his memory.”

THOMAS MIFFLIN,

~MaJoR-GESERAL IN THE AMERICAN ARMY.

« Tmomas MiFrLIN, a major-general in the
American army during the revolutionary war,
and governor of Pennsylvana, was born in
the year 1744, of parents who were Qualkers.
His education was intrusted to the care of the
Rev. Dr. Smith, with whom he was connected
in habits of cordial intimacy and friendship
for more than forty years. Active and zea-
lous, he engaged early in opposition to- the
measures of the British parliament. He was a
merber of the first Congress, in 1774. He
took arms, and was among the first officers
commissioned on the organization of the con-
tinental army, being appointed quartermaster-
general in August, 1775. For this offence he
was read out of the societysof Quakers. In
1777, he was very useful in animating the
militia, and enkindling the spirit which seemed
to have been damped. His sanguine disposi~

tion, and his activity, rendered him 1nsensible
to the value of that coolness and caution

which were essential to the pl’eservation of
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such an army. as was then under the command
of General Washington. In 1787, he was a
member of the convention which framed the
constifution of the United States,and his name
is affixed to that instrument. In October,
1788, he’succeeded Franklin as president: of
the supreme executive council of Pennsylvania,
in which station he continued till October,
1790. In September, a constitution for this
state was formed by a convention, in which he
presided, and he was chosen the first governor.
In 1794, during the insurrection in Penn-
sylvania, he employed, to the advantage of his
country, the extraordinary powers of elocution
with which he was endowed. The imper-
tection of the militia laws was compensated
by his eloquence. He made a circuit through
the lower counties, and, at different places,
publicly addressed the militia on the crisis in
the affairs of their country, and through his
animating exhortations the state furnished the
quota required. He was succeeded in the
office of governor by Mr. M’Kean, at the
close of the year 1799, and he died at Lancas-
ter, January 20, 1800, in the fifty-seventh
year of his age.”




