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Ulysses S. Grant

Urvsses S. GRANT was born at Point Pleasant, Clermont County,
Ohio, April 27,1822. He was of Scotch ancestry, but his family had been
American in all its branches for several generations. Was a descendant
of Mathew Grant, who arrived at Dorchester, Mass,, in May, 1630. His
father was Jesse R. Grani and his mother Hannah Simpson; they were

" married in Clermont County, Ohio, in June, 1821. In the fall of 1823

his parents removed to Georgetown, the county seat of Brown County,
Ohio. Ulysses, the eldest of six children, spent his boyhood in assisting
his father on the farm, which was more congenial than working in the
tannery of which his father was proprietor. From an early age until 17
years old attended the subscription schools of Georgetown, except dur-
ing the winters of 1836—37 and 1838—39, which were spent at schools in
Maysville, Ky., and Ripley, Ohio. In the spring of 1839, at the age of
17, was appointed to a cadetship in the Military Academy at West Point
by Thomas L. Hamer, a Member of Congress, and entered the Academy
July 1, 1839. 'The name given him at birth was Hiram Ulysses, but he
was always called by his middle name. Mr. Hamer, thinking Ulysses his
first name, and that his middle name was probably that of his mother’s
family, inserted in the official appointment the name of Ulysses S. Grant.
The officials of the Academy were notified by Cadet Grant of the error,
but they did not feel authorized to correct it, and it was acquiesced in
and became the name by which he was always known. Graduated from
the Academy in 1843, twenty-first in a class of thirty-nine members.
Was attached to the Fourth United States Infantry as brevet second
lieutenant July 1, 1843; was appointed second lieutenant, Seventh Infan-
try, September 30, 1845, and transferred to the Fourth Infantry Novem-
ber 15, 1845. During the Mexican War (1846-1848) took part with his
regiment in active service, and was in all the battles fought by Generals
Scott and T'aylor except that of Buena Vista. Was brevetted for gal-
lant conduct at the battles of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma, but
declined the honor. At the battle of Monterey distinguished himself by
volunteering to run the gantlet and bring ammunition for the troops
into the city. September 8, 1847, was appointed brevet first lieutenant
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for gallant conduct at Molino del Rey. Acted as regimental quarter-
master April 1, 1847, to July 23, 1848, and from November 17, 1848, to
August 5, 1853. September 13, 1847, was brevetted captain for gallant
conduct at the battle of Chapultepec, and on September 16 was appointed
first lieutenant. At San Cosme was mentioned in special orders by his
commanders—regimental, brigade, and division. After the Mexican War
his regiment was sent to Pascagoula, Miss., and afterwards to Sacketts
Harbor, N. V., and Detroit, Mich. August 22, 1848, married Miss Julia
Dent, of St. Louis, Mo. In 1852 his regiment was sent to the Pacific
Coast. August 5, 1853, was appointed captain. Resigned July 31, 1854,
and went to live on a farm near St. Louis, but in 1858 gave up farming
on account of his health, and entered into the real-estate business in St.
Louis. In May,1860, removed to Galena, Ill., and became a clerk in his
father’s store. In April, 1861, after President Lincoln’s call for troops,
presided at a public meeting in Galena, which resulted in the organiza-
tion of a company of volunteers, which he drilled and accompanied to
Springfield, Ill. Was employed by Governor VYates in the adjutant-
general’s office, and appointed mustering officer. Offered his services
to the National Government in a letter written May 24, 1861, but no
answer was ever made to it. June 17, 1861, was appointed colonel of
the Twenty-first Illinois Volunteers, and served until Aungust 7, when
he was appointed brigadier-general of volunteers by the President, his
commission to date from May 17, 1861. Was assigned September 1 to
command the District of Southeastern Missouri. September 4 estab-
lished his headquarters at Cairo, and on the 6th captured Paducah, Ky.
February 2, 1862, advanced from Cairo; on the 6th captured Fort Henry,
and on the 16th Fort Donelson. Soon afterwards was made a major-
general of volunteers, his commission dating from February 16. March 4
was relieved from his command and ordered to remain at Fort Henry,
but on the 13th was restored. Commanded at the battle of Shiloh, April
6 and 7, 1862. General Halleck on April 11 assumed command of the
combined armies, and General Grant became second in command during
the advance upon and the siege of Corinth. In July Halleck became
general in chief of all the armies, and General Grant was placed in com-
mand of the District of West Tennessee. In September fought the battle
of Tuka, Miss., and in October the battle of Corinth. January 29, 1863,
moved down the Mississippi River and took command of the troops oppo-
site Vicksburg. On March 29 sent one corps of his army across the
peninsula opposite Vicksburg, and on April 16 ran the batteries with
seven gunboats and three transports. April 22 six other transports ran
the batteries. His army was now below Vicksburg, and on the 2g9th
bombarded Grand Gulf. May 1 fought the battle at Port Gibson, and
on May 3 captured Grand Gulf. May 12 defeated the Confederates at
Raymond, and on the 14th captured Jackson, Miss. After several en-
gagements the Confederates were driven by him into Vicksburg, when
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he began the siege of that city, which was surrendered July 4, 1863. On

the same day was commissioned a major-general in the United States
Army. In August went to New Orleans to confer with General Banks,

and while reviewing the troops there was injured by his horse falling on

him. About the middle of October was assigned to the command of the
Military Division of the Mississippi, which included Rosecran’s army at
Chattanooga, Tenn. Arrived at Chattanooga October 23, and the next
day issued orders which resulted in the battle of Wauhatchie on the
2gth. Attacked the Confederates under General Bragg on November 23,

and after three-days’ fighting captured Missionary Ridge, whereupon the
Confederates retreated to Dalton, Ga. For his successes Congress, in
December, 1863, passed a resolution of thanks to him and the officers and
soldiers of his command, and presented him with a gold medal. The
bill restoring the grade of lieutenant-general became a law in February,
1864, and on March 1 he was nominated for the position and was con-
firmed the succeeding day. On March 12 assumed command of all the
armies of the United States, and immediately began the plan of campaign
that kept all of the armies in motion until the war ended. About May 4,
1864, this campaign, the greatest of the war, began, and lasted until the
surrender of the Confederates in April, 1865. During this period there
were fought some of the bloodiest battles of the world. On April 9, 1865,
General I ee surrendered his army at Appomattox,Va., to General Grant,
who then displayed the greatest magnanimity to the Confederates, and
won for himself from his late enemies their warmest gratitude. His
magnanimity will always be remembered by the Confederate soldiers,
and will stand in history as long as nobility of character shall be appre-
ciated by mankind. On the closing of the war directed his attention to
mustering out of service the great army under his command and the dis-
posal of the enormous quantity of stores of the Government, In the
discharge of his duties visited different sections of the country and was
teceived everywhere with enthusiasm. The citizens of Philadelphia pre-
sented him with a handsome residence in that city ; his old neighbors in
Galena gave him a pretty home in their town; the people of New York
presented to him a check for $105,000. In November and December,
1865, traveled through the Southern States, and made a report to the
President upon the conditions there. In May, 1866, submitted a plan
to the Government for the reorganization of the Regular Army of the
United States, which became the basis of its reorganization. July 25
Congress passed an act creating the grade of general of the armies of
the United States, and on the same day he was appointed to this rank.
August 12, 1867, was appointed by President Johnson Secretary of'War
ad interim, which position he held until January 14, 1868. At the national
convention of the Republican party which met in Chicago on May 20,
1868, was unanimously nominated for President on the first call of States.
His letter of acceptance of that nomination was brief, and contained the
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famous sentence, “ Let us have peace.”’ At the election in November
was chosen to be President, receiving 214 electoral votes, while Horatio
Seymour received 8o. Was renominated by his party in national con-
vention in Philadelphia June 6, 1872, and at the election in November
received 286 electoral votes, against 66 which would have been cast for
Horace Greeley if he had lived. Retired from office March 4, 1877.
After his retirement made a journey into foreign countries, and was
received with great distinction and pomp by all the governments and
peoples he visited. An earnest effort was made to nominate him for a
third term, but it failed. By special act of Congress passed March 3,
1885, was placed as general on the retired list of the Army. He died
July 23, 1885, at Mount McGregor, N. Y., and was buried at Riverside
Park, New York City, on the Hudson River.

FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS.

Citizens of the Unifed Stafes:

Vour suffrages having elected me to the office of President of the United
States, I have, in conformity to the Constitution of our country, taken the
oath of office prescribed therein. I have taken this oath without mental
reservation and with the determination to do to the best of my ability all
that is required of me. The responsibilities of the position I feel, but
accept them without fear. The office has come to me unsought; I com-
mence its duties untrammeled. I bring to it a conscious desire and
determination to fill it to the best of my ability to the satisfaction of the
people.

On all leading questions agitating the public mind I will always express
my views to Congress and urge them according to my judgment, and when
I think it advisable will exercise the constitutional privilege of interposing
a veto to defeat measures which I oppose; but all laws will be faithfully
executed, whether they meet my approval or not.

1 shall on all subjects have a policy to recommend, but none to enforce
against the will of the people. Laws are to govern all alike—those
opposed as well as those who favor them. I know no method to secure
the repeal of bad or obnoxious laws so effective as their stringent exe-
cution.

The country having just emerged from a great rebellion, many questions
will come before it for settlement in the next four years which preceding
Administrations have never had to deal with. In meeting these it is
desirable that they should be approached calmly, without prejudice, hate,
or sectional pride, remembering that the greatest good to the greatest
number is the object to be attained.
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. Thjs' rfequi’l;es security of person, property, and free religious and polit-
Ical_ opinion in every part of our common country, without regard to local
prejudice. All Jaws to secure these ends will receive my best efforts for
their enforcement.

1? great debt has been contracted in securing to us and our posterity the
Union. ‘The payment of this, principal and interest, as well as the return
to a specie basis as soon as it can be accomplished without material detri-
ment to the debtor class or to the country at large, must be provided for.
To protect the national honor, every dollar of Government indebtedness
should be paid in gold, unless otherwise expressly stipulated in the con-
tract. Let it be understood that no repudiator of one farthing of our
public debt will be trusted in public place, and it will go far toward
strengthening a credit which ought to be the best in the world, and will
ultimately enable us to replace the debt with bonds bearing less interest
than we now pay. To this should be added a faithful collection of the
Tevenue, a strict accountability to the ‘I'reasury for every dollar collected
and the greatest practicable retrenchment in expenditure in every depa.rti
ment of Government.

‘When we compare the paying capacity of the country now, with the ten
States in poverty from the effects of war, but soon to emerge, I trust, into
greater prosperity than ever before, with its paying capacity twenty-five
years ago, and calculate what it probably will be twenty-five years hence
who can doubt the feasibility of paying every dollar then with more ease,
than we now pay for useless luxuries? Why, it looks as though Provi-
dence had bestowed upon us a strong box in the precious metals locked
up in the sterile mountains of the far West, and which we are now for-
ging the key to unlock, to meet the very contingency that is now upon us.

Ultimately it may be necessary to insure the facilities to reach these
riches, and it may be necessary also that the General Government should
give its aid to secure this access; but that should only be when a dollar
of obligation to pay secures precisely the same sort of dollar to use now
and not before. Whilst the question of specie payments is in abeyance,:
the prudent business man is careful abpout contracting debts payable in
the distant future. The nation should follow the same rule. A pros-
trate commerce is to be rebuilt and all industries encouraged.

The young men of the country—those who from their age must be its
rulers twenty-five years hence—have a peculiar interest in maintaining
the national honor. A momeunt’s reflection as to what will be our com-
manding influence among the nations of the earth in their day, if they
are only true to themselves, should inspire them with national pride;.
All divisions—geographical, political, and religious—can join in this com-
mon sentiment. How the public debt is to be paid or specie payments
resumed is not so important as that a plan should be adopted and acqui-
esced in. A united determination to do is worth more than divided
counsels upon the method of doing. Legislation upon this subject may
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not be necessary now, nor even advisable, but it will be when the civil
law is more fully restored in all parts of the country and trade resumes
its wonted channels.

It will be my endeavor to execute all laws in good faith, to collect all
revenues assessed, and to have them properly accounted for and econom-
ically disbursed. I will to the best of my ability appoint to office those
only who will carry out this design.

In regard to foreign policy, I would deal with nations as equitable law
requires individuals to deal with each other, and I would protect the law-
abiding citizen, whether of native or foreign birth, wherever his rights
are jeopardized or the flag of our country floats. I would respect the
rights of all nations, demanding equal respect for our own. If others
depart from this rule in their dealings with us, we may be compelled to
follow their precedent.

The proper treatment of the original occupants of this land—the In-
dians—is one deserving of careful study. I will favor any course toward
them which tends to their civilization and ultimate citizenship.

The question of suffrage is one which is likely to agitate the public so
long as a portion of the citizens of the nation are excluded from its privi-
leges in any State. It seems to me very desirable that this question
should be settled now, and I entertain the hope and express the desire
that it may be by the ratification of the fifteenth article of amendment to
the Constitution.

In conclusion I ask patient forbearance one toward another throughout
the land, and a determined effort on the part of every citizen to do his
share toward cementing a happy union; and I ask the prayers of the
nation to Almighty God in behalf of this consummation.

MARCH 4, 1860.

[Nore.—The Forty-first Congress, first session, met March 4, 1869,
in accordance with the act of January 22, 1867. ]

SPECIAL MESSAGES.

WasHINGTON, D. C., Marck 6, 1869.
7o the Senale of the United Stales:

Since the nomination and confirmation of Alexander T. Stewart to the
office of Secretary of the Treasury I find that by the eighth section of
the act of Congress approved September 2, 1789, it is provided as follows,
to wit:

And be it further enacted, That no person appointed to any office instituted by this

act shall, directly or indirectly, be concerned or interested in carrying on the busi-
ness of trade or commerce; or be owner, in whole or in part, of any sea vessel; or
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purchase, by himself or another in trust for him, any public lands or other public
property; or be concerned in the purchase or disposal of any public securities of any
State or of the United States; or take or apply to his own use any emolument or
gain for negotiating or transacting any business in the said Department other than
what shall be allowed by law; and if any person shall offend against any of the
prohibitions of this act he shall be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor and for-
feit to the United States the penalty of $3,000, and shall upon conviction be removed
from office and forever thereafter incapable of holding any office under the United
States: Provided, That if any other person than a public prosecutor shall give infor-
mation of any such offense, upon which a prosecution and conviction shall be had,
one-half the aforesaid penalty of $3,000, when recovered, shall be for the use of the
person giving such information.

In view of these provisions and the fact that Mr. Stewart has been
unanimously confirmed by the Senate, I would ask that he be exempted
by joint resolution of the two Houses of Congress from the operations of
the same,

U. 5. GRANT.

WASHINGTON, March o, 1869.
To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit to the Senate, in compliance with its resolution of the sth
instant, a report from the Secretary of State, communicating a list of the
public and private acts and resolutions passed at the third session of
the Fortieth Congress which have become laws, either by approval or
otherwise.

U. S. GRANT.

WasHINGTON, March ¢, 1860.
To the Senate of the United States :

I have the honor to request to be permitted to withdraw from the Sen-
ate of the United States my message of the 6th instant, requesting the
passage of a joint resolution of the two Houses of Congress to relieve
the Secretary of the T'reasury from the disabilities imposed by

section 8
of the act of Congress approved September 2, 178g.

U. S. GRANT.

WASHINGTON, March 15, 1860.
7o the Senate and House of Representatives:

Linvite the attention of Congress to the accompanying communication®
of this date, which I have received from the Secretary of the Interior,

U. S. GRANT.

*Report of the Government directors of the Union Pacific Railroad relative toan injunction issued

by Judge Barnard, of the supreme court of the city of New York, restraining and prohibiting an
election of officers or directors on the day directed by the law of December 20, 1867.
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WASHINGTON, March 16, 1869.
70 the Senate of the United States: :

In compliance with the resolution of the Senate of the 1 It]{ 1nstan;:,
asking if the first installment due from the Governmen.t of Venezu‘e a
pursuant to the convention of April 25, 1866, !13.5 been Pa1d, I trat;smltda
report from the Secretary of State, to wlhom the resolution was referred.

U. S. GRANT.

WASHINGTON, March 24, 1869.
To the Senate of the United States: |
I transmit to the Senate, in answer to their resolution of the,: 1st 1nstant>;
a report from the Secretary of State, together with accompanying papers.*
U. 8. GRANT.

WasHINGTON, March 29, 1869.
To the Senate of the Uniled States:

In compliance with the request contained in the resolut'ion of the Senate
of the 17th instant, in regard to certain correspondenceT T?etwecn James
Buchanan, then President of the United States, and Lewis Cass, Sec‘re-
tary of State, I transmit a report from the Department of State, which
is accompanied by a copy of the correspondence referred to.

U. S. GRANT.

WASHINGTON, March 31, 1869.
7o the House of Representatives:

In compliance with a resolution of the House 9[ Reprcscnta.tives of the
joth of January last, calling for the papers relative to the Clau.n of Owen
Thorn and others against the British Government, I transmit a report
from the Secretary of State, together with copies of the papers referred

to in said resolution. U. S. GRANT.

WASHINGTON, April 3, 1869.
To the House of Representatives:

In answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives of the
28th of January last, requesting information concerning the destruction
during the late war by rebel vessels of certain merchant vessels of the

2 < . .
United States, and concerning the damages and claims resulting there-
from, I transmit a report from the Secretary of State and the tabular
. S
statement which accompanied it. U. S. GRANT.
* Correspondence with the United States munister and the secretary of legation at Madrid.

+ Regarding the policy to be pursued to avert civil war, then threatening, which correspondence
e & 3
led to the resignation of Mr. Cass.
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WasHINGTON, D. C., April 6, 178609.
To the Senate of the United States-
I transmit herewith, for the constitutional action of the Senate, certain
articles of agreement made and concluded at the Kaw Indian Agency,
Kans., on the 13th ultimo, between the commissioners on the part of the
United States and certain chiefs or headmen of the Kansas or Kaw tribe
of Indians on behalf of said tribe, together with a letter from the Secre-
tary of the Interior, to which attention is invited.
U. S. GRANT,

WASHINGTON, April 7, 1860.
7o the Senate of the United States:

In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 27th of May last, in
relation to the subject of claims against Great Britain, I transmit a report
from the Secretary of State and the papers which accompanied it.

U. 5. GRANT.

WasaINGTON, D. C., April 7, 1860.
7o the Senate and House of Representatives:

While I am aware that the time in which Congress proposes now
to remain in session is very brief, and that it is its desire, as far as is
consistent with the public interest, to avoid cntering upon the general
business of legislation, there is one subject which concerns so deeply
the welfare of the country that I deem it my duty to bring it before you.

I have no doubt that you will concur with me in the opinion that it is
desirable to restore the States which were engaged .in the rebellion to
their proper relations to the Government and the country at as early a
period as the people of those States shall be found willing to become
peaceful and orderly communities and to adopt and maintain such con-

stitutions and laws as will effectually secure the civil and political rights

of all persons within their borders. The authority of the United States,
which has been vindicated and etablished by its military power, must
undoubtedly be asserted for the absolute protection of all its citizens in
the full enjoyment of the freedom and security which is the object of a
republican government; but whenever the people of a rebellious State
are ready to enter in good faith upon the accomplishment of this object,
in entire conformity with the constitutional authority of Congress, it is
certainly desirable that all causes of irritation should be removed as
promptly as possible, that a more perfect union may be established and
the country be restored to peace and prosperity.

The convention of the people of Virginia which met in Richmond on
Tuesday, December 3, 1867, framed a constitution for that State, which
was adopted by the convention on the 17th of April, 1868, and I desire
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respectfully to call the attention of Congress to the propriety of provid-
ing by law for the holding of an election in that State at some time dur-
ing the months of May and June next, under the direction of the military
commander of that district, at which the question of the adoption of that
constitution shall be submitted to the citizens of the State; and if this
should seem desirable, I would recommend that a separate vote be taken
upon such parts as may be thought expedient, and that at the same time
and under the same authority there shall be an election for the officers
provided under such constitution, and that the constitution, or such parts
thereof as shall have been adopted by the people, be submitted to Con-
gress on the first Monday of December next for its consideration, so that
if the same is then approved the necessary steps will have been taken for
the restoration of the State of Virginia to its proper relations to the Union.
I am led to make this recommendation from the confident hope and belief
that the people of that State are now ready to cooperate with the National
Government in bringing it again into such relations to the Union as it
ought as soon as possible to establish and maintain, and to give to all
its people those equal rights under the law which were asserted in the
Declaration of Independence in the words of one of the most illustrious
of its sons.

I desire also to ask the consideration of Congress to the question
whether there is not just ground for believing that the constitution
framed by a convention of the people of Mississippi for that State, and
once rejected, might not be again submitted to the people of that State in
like manner, and with the probability of the same result.

U. S. GRANT.

PROCLAMATION.

By THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
A PROCLAMATION,

Whereas objects of interest to the United States require that the Sen-
ate should be convened at 12 o’clock on the 12th day of April, 1869, to
receive and act upon such communications as may be made to it on the
part of the Executive:

Now, therefore, I, U. S. Grant, President of the United States, have
considered it to be my duty to issue this my proclamation, declaring that
an extraordinary occasion requires the Senate of the United States to
convene for the transaction of business at the Capitol, in the city of
Washington, on the 12th day of April, 1869, at 12 o’clock noon on that
day, of which all who shall at that time be entitled to act as members of
that body are hereby required to take notice.
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FRESIDENT GRANT'S PROCLAMATION CALLING
EXTRA SESSION OF THE SENATE.

FOR AN




