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WASHINGTON, February 18, r87o.
70 the House of Representatives: ’ = :

I tra'nsmit to the House of Representatives, in further answer to their
resolution requesting information in relation to the recent assault upon
and reported murder of one or more American citizens in Cuba, a report
from the Secretary of State, with accompanying papers.

U. S. GRANT.

7o the Senate of the United States: i e

In rfeply to the resolution of the Senate of the 11th instant, requesting
““any information which may have been received by the Government of
th.e recently reported engagement of Colonel Baker with the Indians,*
with copies of all orders which led to the same,’” I transmit a report fro;:u
the Secretary of War, to whom the resolution was referred.

U. S. GRANT.

EXECUTIVE MANSION,
Washington, D. C., February 21, 1870,
7o the House of Representatives.-

: I transmit to_ the House of Representatives, in answer to their resolu-
tion ?f the 7th instant, a report from the Secretary of State, with accom-
panying documents.t U. s

. S5, GRANT.

WASHINGTON, February 23, 18
7o the Senate of the United States: 7y 23, 1870.

I transmit to the Senate, in answer to their resolution of the 14th

instant, a report from the Secretary of

State, with accompanvin -
ments. { ; i

U. 8. GRANT.

WASHINGTON, February 24, r87o.
70 the Senate of the United States- e
: In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 21st instant, direct-
ing the Secretary of State to furnish the Senate with copies of all cor-
re.vpo.m:lence relating to the imprisonment of Mr. Davis Hatch by the
Dominican Government, I transmit a report of the Secretary of State

upon the subject. U. S
. S. GRANT.

*Piegan in Montana.
tCorrespondence relative to affairs conne
in that island

1 Correspondence of the United States minister
fountry

cted with Cuta and to the struggle for independence

to Japan relative to American interests in that

Ulysses S. Gran? S

WASHINGTON, February 28, 1870.
7o the Senate of the United States:

In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 19th instant, request-
ing to be informed ‘‘if any officer of the Government has, contrary to the
treaty of July 19, 1866, with the Cherokee Nation, enforced or sought to
enforce the payment of taxes by Cherokees on products manufactured in
the Cherokee Nation and sold within the Indian Territory,”’ I transmita
report from the Secretary of the Treasury, to whom the resolution was

referred. U. S. GRANT.

WASHINGTON, February 28, 1870.
7o the House of Representatives:
In answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 15th
instant, I transmit a report from the Secretary of State upon the sub-

ject,* and the papers by which it was accompanied.
U. S. GRANT.

WasHINGTON, March 1, 1870.
To the Senate and House of Representatives:

I transmit to Congress a communication from the Secretary of State,
with the accompanying documents, relative to the claims of citizens of
the United States on the Government of Venezuela which were adjusted
by the commission provided for by the convention with that Republic of

April 25, 1866. U. S. GRANT.

EXECUTIVE MANSION,
Washington, D. C., March 3, 1870.
7o the House of Representatives:

I transmit herewith, in response to the resolution of the House asking
for information in relation to the repairs of Spanish war vessels at the
docks of the United States, the report of the Secretary of the Navy, to
whom the resolution was referred. U. S. GRANT.

EXECUTIVE MANSION,
Washington, D. C., March &, 1870.
To the Senate and House of Representatives:

Herewith I have the honor to transmit a communication from the Sec-
retary of the Interior, relative to the obligation of Congress to make the
necessary appropriations to carry out the Indian treaties made by what
is known as the Peace Commission of 1867.

*Imprisonment of American citizens in Great Britain for political offenses.
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The history of those treaties and the consequences of noncompliance
with them by the Government are so clearly set forth in this statement
that I deem it better to communicate it in full than to ask the necessary
appropriation in a shorter statement of the reasons for it. I earnestly
desire that if an Indian war becomes inevitable the Government of the
United States at least should not be responsible for it. Pains will be
taken, and force used if necessary, to prevent the departure of the expe-
ditions referred to by the Secretary of the Interior.

U. S. GRANT.

WASHINGTON, March 1o, 1870.
70 the Senate of the United States:

I answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 4th instant, in relation
to the ** Transcontinental, Memphis, El Paso and Pacific Railroad Com-
pany,”’ I transmit reports from the Secretary of State and the Secretary
of the Interior, with accompanvi :

Paflyiig papem U. S. GRANT.

WasHINGTON, March 1o, 1870.
70 the Senate of the United States:

I transmit to the Senate, in answer to their resolution of the 28th
ultimo, a report * from the Secretary of State, with accompanying docu-

ments,
U. S. GRANT.

EXECUTIVE MANSION,
Washington, D. C., March 14, 1870.
7o the Senale of the United States:

In reply to your resolution of the r4th of February, requesting to be
informed whether I desire that any of the Indian treaties now pending
before you be considered confidentially, I have to inform you that there
are none of them which I object to having discussed in open session.

U. S. GRANT.

EXECUTTIVE MANSION,
Washington, D. C., March I4, 1870.
70 the Senale of the United States:

I would respectfully call your attention to a treaty now before you for
the acquisition of the Republic of St. Domingo, entered into between the
agents of the two Governments on the 29th of November, 1869, and by
its terms to be finally acted upon by the people of St. Domingo and the
Senate of the United States within four months from the date of signing

*Relating to legislation necessary to insure the administration of

: : : : justice and the protecti
American interests in China and Japan, ¥ S
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the treaty. The time for action expires on the 2gth instant, a fact to
which I desire expressly to call your attention. I would also direct your
notice to the fact that the Government of St. Domingo has no agent in the
United States who is authorized to extend the time for further delibera-
tion upon its merits.

The people of St. Domingo have already, so far as their action can go,
ratified the treaty, and I express the earnest wish that you will not permit
it to expire by limitation. I also entertain the sincere hope that your
action may be favorable to the ratification of the treaty.

U. S. GRANT.

WasHINGTON, March 15, 1870.
To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit a report from the Secretary of State, in answer to a resolu-
tion of the Senate of the 3d instant, asking to be informed what States
have ratified the amendment known as the fifteenth amendment to the
Constitution of the United States, so far as official notice thereof has
been transmitted to the Department of State, and that information from
time to time may be communicated to that body, as soon as practicable,
of such ratification hereafter by any State. U.S. GRANT.

ExXECUTIVE MANSION,
Washington, D. C., March 23, 1870.

To the Senate and House of Representatives:

In the Executive message of December 6, 1869, to Congress the impor-
tance of taking steps to revive our drooping merchant marine was urged,
and a special message promised at a future day during the present ses-
sion, recommending more specifically plans to accomplish this result,
Now that the committee of the House of Representatives intrusted with
the labor of ascertaining ‘‘the cause of the decline of American com-
merce’’ has completed its work and submitted its report to the legisla-
tive branch of the Government, I deem this a fitting time to execute that
promise.

The very able, calm, and exhaustive report of the committee points out
the grave wrongs which have produced the decline in our commerce. It
is a national humiliation that we are now compelled to pay from twenty
to thirty million dollars annually (exclusive of passage money, which we
should share with vessels of other nations) to foreigners for doing the
work which should be done by American vessels, American built, Ameri-
can owned, and American manned. This is a direct drain upon the
resources of the country of just so much money, equal to casting 1t into
the sea, so far as this nation is concerned.

A nation of the vast and ever-increasing interior resources of the
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United States, extending, as it does, from one to the other of the great
oceans of the world, with an industrious, intelligent, energetic popula-
tion, must one day possess its full share of the commerce of these oceans,
no matter what the cost. Delay will only increase this cost and enhance
the difficulty of attaining the result.

I therefore put in an earnest plea for early action in this matter, in a
way to secure the desired increase of American commerce. The advanced
period of the year and the fact that no contracts for shipbuilding will
probably be entered into until this question is settled by Congress, and
the further fact that if there should be much delay all large vessels con-
tracted for this year will fail of completion before winter sets in, and
will therefore be carried over for another year, induces me to request
your early consideration of this subject.

I regard it of such grave importance, affecting every interest of the
country to so great an extent, that any method which will gain the end
will secure a rich national blessing. Building ships and navigating them
utilizes vast capital at home; it employs thousands of workmen in their
construction and manning; it creates a home market for the products of
the farm and the shop; it diminishes the balance of trade against us
precisely to the extent of freights and passage money paid to American
vessels, and gives us a supremacy upon the seas of inestimable value in
case of foreign war.

Our Navy at the commencement of the late war consisted of less than
100 vessels, of about 150,000 tons and a force of about 8,000 men. We
drew from the merchant marine, which had cost the Government nothing,
but which had been a source of national wealth, 600 vessels, exceeding
1,000,000 tons, and about 70,000 men, to aid in the suppression of the
rebellion.

This statement demonstrates the value of the merchant marine as a
means of national defense in time of need.

The Committee on the Causes of the Reduction of American Tonnage,
after tracing the causes of its decline, submit two bills, which, if adopted,
they believe will restore to the nation its maritime power. Their report
shows with great minuteness the actual and comparative American ton-
nage at the time of its greatest prosperity; the actual and comparative
decline since, together with the causes; and exhibits all other statistics of
material interest in reference to the subject. As the report is before
Congress, I will not recapitulate any of its statistics, but refer only to the
methods recommended by the committee to give back to us our lost
commerce.

As a general rule, when it can be adopted, I believe a direct money
subsidy is less liable to abuse than an indirect aid given to the sam’e
enterprise. In this case, however, my opinion is that subsidies, while
they may be given to specified lines of steamers or other vessels, should
not be exclusively adopted, but, in addition to subsidizing very desirable
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lines of ocean traffic, a general assistance should be given in an effective
way. I therefore commend to your favorable consideration the two bills
proposed by the committee and referred to in this message.

U. S. GRANT.

ExrcuTIivE MANSION, March 25, 1870.
To the Senale of the United States:

In reply to a Senate resolution of the 24th instant, requesting to be
furnished with a report, written by Captain Selfridge, upon the resources
and condition of things in the Dominican Republic, I have to state that
no such report has been received. U. S. GRANT.

WASHINGTON, March 25, 1870.

T the Senate of the United States:

In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 15th ultimo, I trans-
mit a report, with accompanying paper,* from the Secretary of the Navy,

-

to whom the resolution was referred. U.S. GRANT.

ExXECUTIVE MANSION, March 29, 1870.
To the House of Representatives:

In reply to your resolution of December 20, 1869, asking ‘‘ whetner
any citizens of the United States are imprisoned or detained in military
custody by officers of the Army of the United States, and, if any, to
furnish their names, date of arrest, the offenses charged. together with a
statement of what measures have been taken for the trial and punish-
ment of the offenders,’” I transmit herewith the report of the Secretary
of War, to whom the resolution was referred. U. S. GRANT.

Exgcurive MANSION, March 30, 1870.
7o the Senate and House of Representatives:

It is unusual to notify the two Houses of Congress by message of the
promulgation, by proclamation of the Secretary of State, of the ratifica-
tion of a constitutional amendment. In view, however, of the vast im-
portance of the fifteenth amendment to the Constitution, this day declared
a part of that revered instrument, I deem a departure from the usual cus-
tom justifiable. A measure which makes at once 4,000,000 people voters
who were heretofore declared by the highest tribunal in the land not
citizens of the United States, nor eligible to become so (with the asser-
tion that ‘‘at the time of the Declaration of Independence the opinion

*Statement of the number and character of the ironclad vessels of the Navy, their cost, by whom
designed, who recommended their construction, and their coraition.
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was fixed and universal in the civilized portion of the white race, regarded
as an axiom in morals as well as in politics, that black men had no rights
which the white man was bound to respect’’), is indeed a measure of
grander importance than any other one act of the kind from the founda-
tion of our free Government to the present day.

Institutions like ours, in which all power is derived directly from the
people, must depend mainly upon their intelligence, patriotism, and in-
dustry. I call the attention, therefore, of the newly enfranchised race
to the importance of their striving in every honorable manner to make
themselves worthy of their new privilege. To the race more favored
heretofore by our laws I would say, Withhold no legal privilege of ad-
vancement to the new citizen. ‘The framers of our Constitution firmly
believed that a republican government could not endure without intelli-
gence and education generally diffused among the people. The Father
of his Country, in his Farewell Address, uses this language:

Promote, then, as an object of primary importance, institutions for the general

diffusion of knowledge. In proportion as the structure of a government gives force
to public opinion, it is essential that public opinion should be enlightened.

In his first annual message to Congress the same views are forcibly
presented, and are again urged in his eighth message.

I repeat that the adoption of the fifteenth amendment to the Constitu-
tion completes the greatest civil change and constitutes the most impor-
tant event that has occurred since the nation came into life. The change
will be beneficial in proportion to the heed that is given to the urgent

recommendations of Washington. If these recommendations were im-
Portant then, with a population of but a few millions, how much more
important now, with a population of 40,000,000, and increasing in a rapid
ratio. I would therefore call upon Congress to take all the means within
their constitutional powers to promote and encourage popular education
throughout the country, and upon the people everywhere to see to it that
all who possess and exercise political rights shall have the opportunity to
acquire the knowledge which will make their share in the Government a
blessing and not a danger. By such means only can the benefits contem-
plated by this amendment to the Constitution be secured.

U. S. GRANT.

Hawmirfon FisH, SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE UNITED STATES

T all to whom these presents may come, greeting:

Knm_v ye that the Congress of the United States, on or about the 27th day of Feb-
ruary, in the year 1869, passed a resolution in the wordsand figures following, to wit:

A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States

. Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of Americo
in .C'ngress assembled (two-thirds of boths Houses concurring), That the following
article be pra_posed to the legislatures of the several States as an amendment to the
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Constitution of the United States, which, when ratified by three-fourths of said legisla.
tures, shall be valid as a part of the Constitution, viz:

ARTICLE XV.

SECTION I. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States, or by any State, on account of race, color, or pre-
vious condition of servitude.

SEC. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legis-
lation.

And further, that it appears from official documents on file in this Department that
the amendment to the Constitution of the United States, proposed as aforesaid, has
been ratified by the legislatures of the States of North Carolina, West Virginia, Mas-
sachusetts, Wisconsin, Maine, Louisiana, Michigan, South Carolina, Pennsylvania,
Arkansas, Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, Indiana, New York, New Hampshire, Nevada,
Vermont, Virginia, Alabama, Missouri, Mississippi, Ohio, Jowa, Kansas, Minnesota,
Rhode Island, Nebraska, and Texas; in all, twenty-nine States;

And further, that the States whose legislatures have so ratified the said proposed
amendment constitute three-fourths of the whole number of States in the United
States;

And further, that it appears from an official document on file in this Department
that the legislature of the State of New York has since passed resolutions claiming
to withdraw the said ratification of the said amendment, which had been made by
the legislature of that State, and of which official notice had been filed in this
Department;

And further, that it appears from an official document on file in this Department
that the legislature of Georgia has by resolution ratified the said proposed amend-
ment:

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State of the United
States, by virtue and in pursuance of the second section of the act of Congress
approved the zoth day of April, in the year 1818, entitled ““An act to provide for the
publication of the laws of the United States, and for other purposes,” do hereby cer-
tify that the amendment aforesaid has become valid to all intents and purposes as
part of the Constitution of the United States.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the

Department of State to be affixed.
[sEar.] Done at the city of Washington this joth day of March, A. D. 1870, and
of the Independence of the United States the ninety-fourth.
HAMILTON FISH.

WASHINGTON, March 31, 1870.
7o the Senate of the United States:

I transmit, for consideration with a view to its ratification, a treaty
between the United States and the United States of Colombia for the
construction of an interoceanic canal across the Isthmus of Panama or
Darien, signed at Bogota on the 26th of January last.

A copy of a dispatch of the 1st ultimo to the Secretary of State from
General Hurlbut, the United States minister at Bogota, relative to the
treaty, is also transmitted for the information of the Senate.

: U. S. GRANT,
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WASHINGTON, March 31, 1870.
7o the Senate and House of Representatives.:

I transmit to Congress a further communication from the Secretary of
State, with the accompanying documents, relative to the claims of citi-
zens of the United States on the Government of Venezuela which were
adjusted by the commission provided for by the convention with that
Republic of April 25, 1866.

U. S. GRANT.

WasHINGTON, Marck 31, 1870.
70 the House of Representatives:
: In answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 7th
instant, relating to fisheries in British waters, I transmit a report from
the Secretary of State and the papers which accompanied it, and I have
to state that the commanding officer of the naval steamer ordered to the
fishing grounds will be instructed to give his attention, should circum-
stances require it, to cases which may arise under any change which may
be made in the British laws affecting fisheries within British jurisdictior;
with a view to preventing, so far as it may be in his power, infractions b};
citizens of the United States of the first article of the treaty between the
United States and Great Britain of 1318, the laws in forc.:e relating to
fisheries within British jurisdiction, or any illegal interference with the
pursuits of the fishermen of the United States.

U. S. GRANT,

WASHINGTON, April
To the House of Representatives: e
In answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 28th
ultimo, I transmit a report* from the Secretary of State, to whom the
resolution was referred.
U. S. GRANT.

EXECUTIVE MANSION, April 6, 1870.
70 the House of Representatives:

In answer to your resolution of the 7th ultimo, requesting to be fur-
nished with a copy of orders, correspondence, reports of councils with
Indians by military and civil officers of the Government, in possession of
the Interior and War Departments, relating to difficulties with the Chey-
enne, Comanche, Arapahoe, Apache, and Kiowa tribes of Indians during
the year 1867, etc., I herewith transmit the reports received from those

Departments.
U. S. GRANT.

*Declining to communicate a copy of the list of privileges accompanying or relating to the Sa
Domingo treaty while the subject is pending before the Senate in executive session 5
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WASHINGTON, April 14, 1870.
70 the Senarz and House of Representatives:

I transmit to Congress a report from the Secretary of State, relative
to results of the proceedings of the joint commission at Lima under the
convention between the United States and Peru of 4th of December,
1868, and recommend that an appropriation be made to discharge the
obligation of the United States in the case of the claim of Esteban G.
Montano, to which the report refers. U. S. GRANT.

ExrcuTIvE MANSION, April 20, 1870.

To the House of Representatives:

In answer to your resolution of the 21st ultimo, requesting to be
informed ‘‘whether any portion of the military forces of the United
States has been sent into the counties of Bourbon, Crawford, and Cher-
okee, in the State of Kansas, and, if so, when, what number, for what
purpose, and on whose procurement; and also whether they have been
required to erect there any winter quarters, forts, fortifications, or earth-
works, and, if so, what, for what purpose, and at whose expense, and at
what probable expense to the Government have all said acts been done,”
I transmit herewith a report, dated 18th instant, from the Secretary of
Woar, to whom the resolution was referred. U. S. GRANT.

WASHINGTON, April 26, 1870.
To the House of Representatives:
In answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives of the gth
instant, I transmit a report from the Secretary of State and the paper*
which accompanied it. U. S. GRANT.

WASHINGTON, May 6, 1870.
7o the Senate of the United Stales:
In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 26th ultimo, I trans-
mit a report from the Secretary of State and the papers{ by which it was

accompanied. U. S. GRANT.

WasHINGTON, May 21, 1870.
7o the Senate of the United Stafes:
I transmit to the Senate, in answer to their resolution of the 18th
instant, calling for information relative to the passage of any English or

*Supplemental report to the Department of State by Samuel B. Ruggles, United States delegate
P g

to the International Monetary Conference at Paris, 1867.
t Dispatches of J. Somers Smith, commercial agent of the United States at San Domingo, relative

to the imprisonment of Davis Hatch by the Dominican Government
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Canadian steamer through the canal of Sault Ste. Marie, a report from
the Secretary of State, with accompanying papers.
U. 5. GRANT.

WASHINGTON, May 23, 1870.
70 the Senate of the United States:

In response to your resolution of the r2th instant, requesting informa-
tion ‘‘in relation to an organized band of persons at Cheyenne, in the
Territory of Wyoming, or vicinity, the number and designs of such per-
sons,”” I transmit herewith the reports of the Secretary of War and the
Secretary of the Interior, to whom the resolution was referred.

U. S. GRANT.

WasHINGTON, May 23, 1870.

-~

To the House of Representatives:

I transmit to the House of Representatives, in answer to their reso-
lution of the sth instant, a report from the Secretary of State and its
accompanying papers.*® U. S. GRANT

WasHINGTON, May 26, 1870.
7o the Senate of the United States:

I have the satisfaction of transmitting to the Senate, for consideration
with a view to its ratification, a convention between the United States
and Her Britannic Majesty, relative to naturalization, signed in London
on the 13th instant.

The convention is substantially the same as the protocol on the sub-
ject signed by Mr. Reverdy Johnson and Lord Stanley on the gth of

“October, 1868, and approved by the Senate on the 13th April, 1869:

If the instrument should go into effect, it will relieve the parties from
a grievance which has hitherto been a cause of frequent annoyance and
sometimes of dangerous irritation.

A copy of Mr. Motley’s dispatch on the subject and of the act of Par-
liament of May 12, 1870, are also transmitted.

U. S. GRANT.

WASHINGTON, May 28, 1870.
To the Senate of the United States:
In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 24th instant, I transmit
a report from the Secretary of State and the documentt by which it was

accompanied. U. S. GRANT.

* Relating to the claims of United States citizens against Venezuela.
tDispatch from Henry T. Blow, United States minister to Brazil, relative to the commercial
interests of the United States with South America,
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ExXrEcuTIVE MANsION, May 31, 1870.
To the Senale of the United States:

I transmit to the Senate, for consideration with a view to its ratifica-
tion, an additional article to the treaty of the 2g9th of November last, for
the annexation of the Dominican Republic to the United States, stipulat-
ing for an extension of the time for exchanging the ratifications thereof,
signed in this city on the 14th instant by the plenipotentiaries of the
parties.

It was my intention to have also negotiated with the plenipotentiary of
San Domingo amendments.to the treaty of annexation to obviate objec-
tions which may be urged against the treaty as it is now worded; but on
reflection I deem it better to submit to the Senate the propriety of their
amending the treaty as follows: First, to specify that the obligations of
this Government shall not exceed the $1,500,000 stipulated in the treaty;
secondly, to determine the manner of appointing the agents to receive
and disburse the same: thirdly, to determine the class of creditors who
shall take precedence in the settlement of their claims; and, finally, to
insert such amendments as may suggest themselves to the minds of
Senators to carry out in good faith the conditions of the treaty submitted
to the Senate of the United States in January last, according to the spirit
and intent of that treaty. From the most reliable information I can
obtain, the sum specified in the treaty will pay every just claim against
the Republic of San Domingo and leave a balance sufficient to carry on a
Territorial government until such time as new laws for providing a Ter-
ritorial revenue can be enacted and put in force.

I feel an unusual anxiety for the ratification of this treaty, because I
believe it will redound greatly to the glory of the two countries inter-
ested, to civilization, and to the extirpation of the institution of slavery.

The doctrine promulgated by President Monroe has been adhered to
by all political parties, and I now deem it proper to assert the equally
important principle that hereafter no territory on this continent shall be
regarded as subject of transfer to a European power.

The Government of San Domingo has voluntarily sought this annexa-
tion, It is a weak power, numbering probably less than 120,000 souls,
and yet possessing one of the richest territories under the sun, capable
of supporting a population of 10,000,000 people in luxury. The people of
San Domingo are not capable of maintaining themselves in their present
condition, and must look for outside support.

They yearn for the protection of our free institutions and laws, our
progress and civilization. Shall we refuse them?

I have information which I believe reliable that a European power
stands ready now to offer $2,000,000 for the possession of Samana Bay
alone. If refused by us, with what grace can we prevent a foreign power
from attempting to secure the prize?




