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introduction, the spread, and the permanent establishment of the American ideas of
republican government, of modification of the laws of war, of liberalization of com-
merce, of religious freedom and toleration, and of the emancipation of the New
World from the dynastic and balance of power controversies of Europe.

Mr. John Quincy Adams, beyond any other statesman of the time in this country,
had the knowledge and experience, both European and American,the comprehen-
sion of thought and purpose, and the moral convictions which peculiarly fitted him to
introduce our country into this new field and to lay the foundation of an American
policy. The declaration known as the Monroe doctrine, and the objects and purposes
of the congress of Panama, both supposed to have been largely inspired by Mr. Adams,
have influenced public events from that day to this as a principle of government for
this continent and its adjacent islands,

It was at the period of the congress of Aix-la-Chapelle and of Laybach, when the
‘“Holy Alliance’ was combined to arrest all political changes in Europe in the sense
of liberty, when they were intervening in southern Europe for the reestablishment of
absolutism, and when they were meditating interference to check the progress of free
government in America, that Mr. Monroe, in his annual message of December, 1823,
declared that the United States would consider any attempt to extend the European
system to any portion of this hemisphere as dangerous to our peace and safety. ‘“With
the existing colonies or dependencies of any Furopean power,”’ he said, ‘‘we have not
?ntcrfered and shall not interfere: but with the governments who have declared their
mdelpende:nce and maintained it, and whose independence we have, on great consid-
eration and on just principles, acknowledged, we could not view any interposition for
the purpose of oppressing them, or controlling in any other manner their destiny, by
any European power in any other light than as the manifestation of an unfrie-ndly
disposition toward the United States.”

This declaration resolved the solution of the immediate question of the independ-

ence of the Spanish American colonies, and is supposed to have exercised some influ-
ence upon the course of the British cabinet in regard to the absolutist schemes in
Europe as well as in America.
; It has also exetcised a permanent influence on this continent. It was at once
invoked in consequence of the supposed peril of Cuba on the side of Europe; it was
app_lied to a similar danger threatening Vucatan: it was embodied in the treat,v of the
Umtesl States and Great Britain as to Central America; it produced the su(;cessful
f)pp?mtion of the United States to the attempt of Great Britain to exercise dominion
in Nicaragua under the cover of the Mosquito Indians; and it operated in like man-
ner to prevent the establishment of a E uropean dynasty in Mexico.

The United States stand solemnly committed by repeated declarations and repeated
acts to this doctrine, and its application to the affairs of this continent. In his mes-
sage to the two Houses of Congress at the commencement of the present session the
Pregdent, following the teachings of all our history, said that the existing ‘‘ depend-
encies are no longer regarded as subject to transfer from one Furopean power to
another. When the present relation of colonies ceases, they are to become inde-
p.endent powers, exercising the right of choice and of self-control in the determina-
tion c')f their future condition and relations with other powers.”’

T}'.IIS‘ policy is not a policy of aggression; but it opposes the creation of European
domition on American soil, or its transfer to other European powers, and it looks
11opcful§y to the time when, by the voluntary departure of European Governments
from this continent and the adjacent islands, America shall be wholly American.

It (loes_ not contemplate forcible intervention in anv legitimate contest, but it pro-
Fests against permitting such a contest to result in the increase of European power or
influence; and it ever impels this Government, as in the late contest between the

South American Republics and Spain, to interpose its good offices to secure an hon:
orable peace,

Ulysses S. Grant 75

The congress of Panama was planned by Bolivar to secure the union of Spanish
America against Spain. It had originally military as well as political purposes. In
the military objects the United States could take no part; and, indeed, the necessity
for such objects ceased when the full effects of Mr. Monroe’s declarations were felt.
But the pacific objects of the congress—the establishment of close and cordial rela-
tions of amity, the creation of commercial intercourse, of interchange of political
thought, and of habits of good understanding between the new Republics and the
United States and their respective citizens—might perhaps have been attained had
the Administration of that day received the united support of the country. Unhap-
pily, they were lost; the new States were removed from the sympathetic and protect-
ing influence of our example, and their commerce, which we might then have secured,
passed into other hands, uniriendly to the United States.

In looking back upon the Panama congress from this length of time it is easy to
understand why the earnest and patriotic men who endeavored to crystallize an
American system for this continent failed.

Mr. Clay and Mr. Adams were far-sighted statesmen, but, unfortunately, they struck
against the rock of African slavery. One of the questions proposed for discussion in
the conference was ‘‘the consideration of the means to be adopted for the entire
abolition of the African slave trade,’”’ to which proposition the committee of the
United. States Senate of that day replied: ‘‘The United States have not certainly
the right,and ought never to feel the inclination, to dictate to others who may differ
with them upon this subject; nor do the committee see the expediency of insulting
other states with whom we are maintaining relations of perfect amity by ascending
the moral chair and proclaiming from thence mere abstract principles, of the rec-
titude of which each nation enjoys the perfect right of deciding for itself.”” The
same committee also alluded to the possibility that the condition of the islands of
Cuba and Porto Rico, still the possessions of Spain and still slaveholding, might be
made the subject of discussion and of contemplated action by the Panama congress.
¢“If ever the United States,” they said, ‘‘permit themselves to be associated with
these nations in any general congress assembled for the discussion of common plans
in any way affecting European interests, they will by such act not only deprive
themselves of the ability they now possess of rendering useful assistance to the other
American States, but also produce other effects prejudicial to their own interests.”

Thus the necessity at that day of preserving the great interest of the Sonthern
States in African slavery, and of preventing a change in the character of labor in the
islands of Cuba and Porto Rico, lost to the United States the opportunity of giving
a permanent direction to the political and commercial connections of the newly
enfranchised Spanish American States, and their trade passed into hands unfriendly
to the United States, and has remained there ever since.

Fvents subsequent to that date have tended to place us in a position to retrieve our
mistakes, among which events may be particularly named the suppression of the
rebellion, the manifestation of our undeveloped and unexpected military power, the
retirement of the French from Mexico, and the abolition of slavery in the United
States,

There is good reason to believe that the latter fact has had an important infiu-
ence in our favor in Spanish America. It has caused us to be regarded there with
more sympathetic as well as more respectful comsideration. It has relieved those
Republics from the fear of filibusterism which had been formerly incited against
Central America and Mexico in the interest of slave extension, and it has produced
an impression of the stability of our institutions and of our public strength sufficient
to dissipate the fears of our friends or the hopes of those who wish us ill.

Thus there exists in the Spanish American Republics confidence toward the United
States. On our side they find a feeling of cordial amity and friendship, and a desire
to cultivate and develop our common interests on this continent, With some of
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these States our relations are more intimate than with others, either by reason of
closer similarity of constitutional forms, of greater commercial intercourse, of prox-
imity in fact, or of the construction or contemplated construction of lines of transit
for our trade and commerce between the Atlantic and the Pacific. With several of
them we have peculiar treaty relations. The treaty of 1846 between the United
States and New Granada contains stipulations of guaranty for the neutrality of that
part of the Isthmus within the present territory of Colombia, and for the protection
of the rights of sovereignty and property therein belonging to Colombia. Similar
stipulations appear in the treaty of 1867 with Nicaragua, and of July, 1864, with Hon-
duras. ‘Those treaties (like the treaty of alliance made with France in 1778 by Dr.
Franklin, Silas Deane, and Arthur Lee) constitute pro fanio a true protective alliance
between the United States and each of those Republics. Provisions of like effect
appear in the treaty of April 19, 1850, between Great Britain and the United States.

Brazil, with her imperial semblance and constitutional reality, has always held
relations of amity with us, which have been fortified by the opening of her great
rivers to commerce. It needs only that,in emulation of Russia and the United
States, she should emancipate her slaves to place her in more complete sympathy
with the rest of America.

It will not be presumptuous, after the foregoing sketch, to say, with entire consider-
ation for the sovereignty and national pride of the Spanish American Republics,1hat
the United States, by the priority of their independence, by the stability of their
institutions, by the regard of their people for the forms of law, by their resources
as a government, by their naval power, by their commercial enterprise, by the attrac-
tions which they offer to European immigration, by the prodigious internal develop-
ment of their resources and wealth, and by the intellectual life of their population,
occupy of necessity a prominent position on this continent, which they neither can
nor should abdicate, which entitles them to a leading voice, and which imposes upon
them duties of right and of honor regarding American questions, whether those ques-
tions affect emancipated colonies or colonies still subject to European dominion.

The public questions which existed as to all European colonies prior to and during
the revolutions in the continental colonies of Spain and Portugal still exist with ref-
erence to the European colonies which remain; and they now return upon us in full
force, as we watch events in Cuba and Porto Rico. ;

Whatever may be the result of the pending contest in Cuba, it appears to be the
belief of some of the leading statesmen of Spain that the relations which now exist
between the island and the mother country can not be loug continued. It is under-
stood that the resources for carrying on the struggle have been supplied mainly from
Cuba, by the aid of that portion of the population which does not desire to see its
political destinies intrusted to the persons who direct the movements of the insur-
gents; but it does not follow that its political relations with Spain are to remain
unchanged, or that even the party which is now dominant in the island will wish
to forever continue colonists.

These facts give reason to think that when the contest shall close, Cuba, with her
resources strained, but unexhausted (whatever may be her political relations), will
resume and continue her old commercial relations with the United States: and it is
not impossible that at some day, not far distant when measured by the course of his-
tory, she will be called upon to elect her position in the family of nations.

Although the resolution of the Senate does not in terms apply to the islands of
the Antilles, it is impossible to answer it without speaking of them. They outlie the
southern coast of the United States and guard the approaches to the ports of Mex-
ico, Venezuela, and the Isthmus, by which we reach from the east the western coasts
of Mexico and of the Spanish States. The people of the Spanish islands speak the
language and share the traditions, customs, ideas, and religion of the Spanish Amer-
ican States of the continent, and will probably, like them, become at some time
independent of the mother country. It would, therefore, be unwise, while shaping

a commercial policy for the continent, to disregard the islands which lie so much
nearer to our seaports,
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With the Spanish islands of Cuba and Porto Rico we maintain, in spite of their
adverse legislation, a large commerce by reason of our necessities and of their prox-
imity. In the year ending June 30, 1869, we imported from them merchandise val-
ued at $65,609,274. During the same time we sent them goods to the value only of
$15,313,919.

The prohibitory duties forced upon them by the policy of Spain shut out much that
we might supply. Their tropical productions, for instance, are too yaluable to allow
their lands to be given up to the growth of breadstuffs; yet,instead of taking these
articles from the superabundant fields of their nearest neighbors, they are forced
to go to the distant plains of Spain. It will be for the interest of the United Statesto
shape its general policy so that this relation of imports and exports shall be a.ltered
in Cuba when peace is restored and its political condition is satisfactorily establ‘liihed-

With none of the other Spanish American States in North and South America are
our commercial relations what they should be, Our total imports in the year ending
June 30, 1869, from these countries were less than $25,000,000 (or not one-half the
amount from Cuba alone), and our exports for the same time to them were.only
$17,850,313; and yet these countries have an aggregate population nearly or quite as
great as that of the United States; they have republican forms of government, and
they profess to be,and probably really are, in political sympathy with us.

This Department is not able to give with entire accuracy the imports and exports
of Great Britain with the same countries during the corresponding period. It 1s
believed, however, the following figures will be found to be not far from correct:
Imports to Great Britain, §42,820,942; exports from Great Britain, $40,682,102.

It thus appears that notwithstanding the greater distance which the commerce
has to travel in coming to and from Great Britain, notwithstanding the p_ohtn:al
sympathy which ought naturally to exist between republics, notwithstanding the
American idea which has been so prominently and so constantly put forward by
the Government of the United States, notwithstanding the acknowledged skill of
American manufacturers, notwithstanding the ready markets which the great cities
of the United States afford for the consumption of tropical productions, the iu‘haF)-
jtants of the Spanish American continent consume of the products of Great Britain
more than twice the quantity they take of the products of the L'nited. S‘tates, and
that they sell to us only three-fifths of the amount they sell to Great Britain.

The Secretary of State appends to this report the tables on which these statements
are founded. That their commerce with the United States is not large may be par-
tially explained by the fact that these States have been subject to many successive
revolutions since the failure of the congress of Panama. These revolutions not only
exhaust their resources and burden them with debt, but they check emigration, pre-
vent the flow of foreign capital into the country, and stop the enterprise which needs
a stable government for its development.

These suggestions are, however, applicable to the British commerce as well as to
our own, and they do not explain why we, with the natural advantages in our favor,
fall so far behind.” The Isthmus of Panama is the common point where the com-
merce of the western coasts of Mexico and South America meets. When it arrives
there, why should it seek Liverpool and London rather than New York?

The political causes which have operated to divert this commerce from us the Sec-
retarvy of State has endeavored to explain. A favorable time has now come Ifor
remc;\-‘ing them—for laying the foundation of an American policy which shall' 'b_lnd
in closer union the American Republics. Let them understand that the United
States do not covet their territories; that our only desire is to see them peaccful‘, mth
free and stable governments, increasing in wealth and population, and developing in
the lines in which their own traditions, customs, habits, laws, and modes of thougt%t
will naturally take them. Let them feel that, as in 1826, so now, this Governmenf is
ready to aid them to the full extent of its constitutional power in any steps w-«'hxch
they may take for their better protection against anarchy. Let .them be conwn.ce.d
that the United States is prepared, in good faith and without ulterior purposes, .LU join
them in the development of a peaceful American commercial policy that may in ime
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include this continent and the West Indian Islands. Let this be comprehended, and
there will be no political reason why we may not ‘‘secure to the United States that
proportionate share of the trade of this continent to which their close relations of
geographical contiguity and political friendship with all the States of America justly
entitle them.”’

It may not be enough to remove the political obstacles only. The financial policy

which the war made necessary may have operated injuriously upon our commerce .

with these States. The resolution of the Senate calls, on these points, for detailed
information which is not within the control of the Secretary of State, and for recom-
mendations for the future which he is not prepared to give without that information.
To fully answer the Senate’s call, it would probably be necessary to employ some
competent agent, familiar with the Spanish American States, to collate and arrange
the information asked for, For this there is no appropriation by Congress.
Respectfully submitted.
HAMILTON FISH.

Commerce of the United States with the countries on this continent and adjacent
islands for the year ended June 3o, 7869.

[Compiled from the Annual Report on Commerce and Navigation.]

Total Total

Countries, Imports. Exports. |Re |
E PO SEpOrtsf e snotta. || commerce.

Dominion of Canada...... X $18, 188,613 | $2,838, 782 | $21,047, 395 | $51, 400, 405
All other British posses- |

sions in North America. » 737 ‘ 2,703, 173 y 3, 149, 837 4, 887, 141
British West Indies , 68 9, 142, 344 7 9: 244, 104 | 15,926, 495

Total ..vvvviveinnnn.. 705 | 3%034,130 | 3,407,206 | 33,447,336 | 72, 214, 041

3 =
12,643,955 | 7 787 | 19,708,742 | 77,910,116
2,669, 964 114,037 | 2, 784,001 | 10, 191, 901

|
15,313,919 [ 7 178, | 22,492,743 | 88, 102,017

French possessions in
America 5 I, 174, 056 55 1, 219, 570 1,916, 522
1, 500, 000 3 I, 539, 121 2,177,671
Dutch West Indies and

Guians 5
Rt 926, 051 5 55, 646 1,954, 745
Hayti and San Domingo. . 729, 1,349, 438 2, 208, 532
Sandwich Islands......... 208 700, g62 ! zloF; 712

" 7 W90/

5,650, 507 & 6 10,343,182 |
Mexico . 7 / 3,836, 699 | 7, 3 7 | 12,116,113 |
Central American States. 733, 1,324, 336 2, 109, 77
Colombia 91, 7 4,900, 075 10, 372, 048
; 1,556, 434 7 3,059, 755
it 2 TR L e e : 3 1, 969, 580 115, 905 85, 48 3, 272, 467
Argentine Republic % % 2, 235, 08g 272, 425 507, 51 7,670, 480
Uruguay ..... » 472, 835, 112 58, 270 3 2, 366, g0
5, 910, 565 158, 514 07 30,981, 529
1, 191, 888 29, 176 3,652,824 |

23,760,878 | 2,031,022 | 25,791,900 | 73,601, 984

74,759,434 | 12,047,400 | 87, 706, 843 | 246, 261, 224

413,954,615 | 25,173,414 | 439, 128, 029 8:6,442,284J
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Imports and exports of Great Britain with Spanish America and some of the West
India Islands for parts of the years 1868 and r869.

Year. I Imports. Exports.

Cuba and Porto Rico 1869 £3,228,292 | £1,374,242
French possessions in America 1868 4,252 3,002
Danish West Indies 295, 102 9, 211
Dutch West Indies and Guiana 148, 882 4, 444
Hayti and San Domingo...... cen 220, 806 6,043
Sandwich Islands ...ceccscioeicanaaaas 33,336 917
e e e e ) 350, 664 92,077
Central American States 939, 827 173, 611
Colombia 971, 396 2, 500, 039
2, 734, 784 I, 180, 931
3,211, 174 I, 595, 905
Argentine Republic.. 1,034, 445 1,841,053
Umguay.........'....... e e e el 3 535, 015 1,009, 425
BIazil o i e e Vs e anlen S O 7,754,526 | 5,477,439

Venezuela 69,997 I 10, 452

WASHINGTON, July 14, 1870.
7o the Senate of the United States:

I transmit, for the consideration of the Senate with a view to ratifica-
tion, a convention between the United States and His Majesty the King
of Sweden and Norway, relative to the citizenship of natives of the one
country who may emigrate to the other. A protocol on the subject is
also herewith transmitted. U. S. GRANT.

WASHINGTON, July 14, 1870.
7o the Senate of the United States:
I transmit, for consideration with a view to its ratification, a conven-
tion between the United States and the Republic of Salvador for the
surrender of fugitive criminals, signed at San Salvador on the 23d day

of May last, U. S. GRANT

WasmiNGTON, D. C., July 15, 1870.
70 the Senate and House of Representalives:

Your attention is respectfully called to the necessity of passing an
Indian appropriation bill before the members of Congress separate.
Without such appropriation Indian hostilities are sure to ensue, and
with them suffering, loss of life, and expenditures vast as compared with
the amount asked for.

The latest intelligence from Europe indicates the imminence of a war
between France and North Germany. In view of this a sound policy
indicates the importance of some legislation tending to enlarge the com-
mercial marine of thiscountry. The vessels of this country at the present




8o Messages and Papers of the Presidents

time are insufficient to meet the demand which the existence of a war
in Europe will impose upon the commerce of the United States, and I
submit to the consideration of Congress that the interests of the coun-
try will be advanced by the opportunity afforded to our citizens to pur-
chase vessels of foreign construction for the foreign trade of the cowtmtry.
An act to this effect may be limited in its duration to meet the imme-
diate exigency.

The foreign-mail service of the United States is in a large degree depend-
ent upon the Bremen and Hamburg lines of steamers. The Post-Ofﬁce
Department has entered into contracts in writing with the two companies
above named, and with the Williams and Guion lines, respectively, for a
regular and continuous service of two years. The only arrangement that
could be made with the Inman and Cunard lines is temporary, and may
be broken off at any time. %

The North German lines are first class in point of speed and equip-
ment, their steamers usually making the trip across the Atlantic in from
twenty-four to thirty-six hours in advance of the Williams and Guion
lines.

Should the North German steamers be blockaded or impeded by
France, our postal intercourse with foreign nations will be greatly em-
barrassed unless Congress shall interpose for its relief.

I suggest to Congress the propriety of further postponing the time for

= - .
adjournment, with the view of considering the questions herein commu-

nicated. U. S. GRANT.

WASHINGTON, July 15, 1870.
Tv the Senate of the United States:

In answer to their resolution of the gth instant, I transmit a report*
from the Secretary of State and the papers which accompanied it.
U. S. GRANT.

VETO MESSAGES.

Ex®ECUTIVE MANSION,
Washington, D. C., January 11, 1870.
Tv the Senate of the United States:

I return herewith without my approval Senate bill No. 273, entitled
““An act for the relief of Rollin White,”’ for the reasons set forth in the
accompanying communication, dated December 11, 1869, from the Chief
of Ordnance. U. S. GRANT.

* Relating to the importation of Chinese coolies into the United States,
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ORDNANCE OFFICE, WAR DEPARTMENT,
Hon, W. W. BELENAP, Washington, December 11, 1869,

Secretary of War.

Str: In the year 1855 Rollin White obtained letters patent for improvements in
repeating pistols, in (among other things) extending the chambers of the rotating
cylinder through to the rear, so as to enable the chambers to be charged at the rear
by hand or by a self-acting charger.

Some time afterwards, and prior to the breaking out of the rebellion, he assigned
this patent to Smith & Wesson, of Springfield, Mass., for the sum of $500 in cash and
their obligation to pay him 25 cents royalty on each pistol manufactured under the
patent, binding himself to apply for and to use his influence to procure a renewal of
the patent. He afterwards surrendered this original patent and obtained a reissue
in three divisions, Two years before the expiration of the latter he applied to the
Commissioner of Patents for an extension, upon the ground of insufficiency of com-
pensation, The Commissioner rejected the application for an exteusion, withont
assigning any reason, and the patents expired by limitation on the 3d of April, 1869,
and the invention became public property. :

On the gth of April, 1869, a bill authorizing the Commissioner of Patents to recon-
sider the application of Rollin White for extension of his patents was introduced in
the Senate and passed without debate. It passed the House without debate on the
1oth of April, but failed to receive the signature of the Vice-President before Con-
gress adjourned. It is understood that it has now been signed by that officer, and
only awaits the approval of the President to become a law.

Unless the ends of justice require the extension of this patent, it should not be
renewed. So far as I have been able to ascertain, justice to the Government and to
the public forbids this patent from being renewed.

The validity of the patent has been questioned for many years, and it is understood
that it was only affirmed by the Supreme Court by a tie vote, four of the justices vot-
ing affirmatively and ‘an equal number negatively.

Its renewal is urged by Rollin White upon the ground that he has not been suffi-
ciently compensated for his invention. Rollin White has received nearly 71,000 as
royalty. Smith & Wesson, for the years 1862, 1863, 1864, 1865, 1866, 1867, and 1868,
returned incomes amounting in the aggregate to about $1,000,000. Thiswas derived
chiefly from the manufacture of firearms under Rollin White’s patent, that firm hold-
ing the exclusive right to manufacture under it and being engaged almost exclu-
sively in their manufacture.

It is believed that the Government suffered inconvenience and embarrassment
enough during the war in consequencé of the inability of manufacturers to use this
patent, and that its further extension will operate prejudicially to itsinterest by com-
pelling it to pay to parties already well paid a large royalty for altering its revolvers
to use metallic cartridges.

For these reasons I respectfully request that you will call the attention of the Presi-
dent of the United States to this subject before he acts upon the bill which is now
before him.

Respectfully, your obedient servant, A B. DYER
et ’

Brevet Major-General, Chief of Ordnance.

EXECUTIVE MANSION, Jfuly 14, 1870.
To the Senate of the United States:
I herewith return without my approval Senate bill No. 476, ‘“An act

to fix the status of certain Federal soldiers enlisting in the Union Army
M P—voL viI—6
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from the States of Alabama and Florida,”’ for the reasons embodied in
the following facts, which have been obtained from the office of the
Second Comptroller: : -

The First Regiment of Florida Cavalry, composed ?f six companies,
was organized from December, 1862, to August, 1864, to serve three years.
It washmustered out of service November 17, 1865, by reason of .gen‘eral
order from the War Department discharging all cavalry organizations
east of the Mississippi. :

The men of this regiment enlisting prior to July 18, 1-864, recewe_d $25
advance bounty at muster-in, and the discharged soldiers and heirs of
those deceased have been paid the same bounty _uuder gct of July 22,
1861, joint resolution of January 13, 1864, an act ot._]ul.y 28, 1866, as men
enlisted at the same time in other volunteer organizations.

The Second Regiment of Florida Cavalry, composed of seven com-
panies, was organized from December, 1863, to June, 1864, to S‘erve three
years. It was mustered out November 29, 1865: b?' reason of the order
discharging cavalry organizations east of the B‘Ils_mssmppl. M(‘)st of the
men received the $25 advance bounty at muster-in, and the discharged
men and heirs of deceased men have received bounty under th_e several
acts of Congress cited above, subject to the same conditions whn?h a_ppiy
to men who enlisted at the same time in other volunteer organizations.

The First Alabama Cavalry was originally organized asa one-year regi-
ment from December, 1862, to September, 1863, and two companies of
three-years men (Companies I and K) were added to complete its organ-
ization. These companies were formerly Companies D and E of the
First Middle Tennessee Cavalry. Prior to the expiration of the term of
the one-vear men,the Adjutant-General of the Army, of date‘ May 15,

1863, authorized General Dodge to fill up this command, and in accord--
ance therewith the places of the companies discharged by reason of expi-
ration of ¢erm were filled by companies of men enlisted for three years.
The original companies, A, B, 0 Eor G H, and_L. were organized frc_.m
December, 1862, to September 25, 1863, and were discharged by companies
from December 22, 1863, to September 28, 1864, in order as the terf:n (one
year) of each company expired. Companies I and K, mustered in Au-
gust, 1862, to serve three years, were discharged in July, 1865, by reason
of expiration of term of service. As reorganized under the order above
mentioned, the regiment consisted of Companies A,B,C,D,E,and G,
organized from February 5, 1864, to October, 1864, to serve three years;
Companies F, L, and M, organized from December 28, 18{53, to' October
31,1864, to serve one and three years; Company H, organized in March
and April, 1865, to serve three years, and Companies I and K, of the old
organization described above. The men of the First Alabama Cavalry
w{m enlisted for three yvears have been paid bounty under the several
acts of Congress upon the same principles which apply to other three-y_ears
volunteers. The one-year men enlisted prior to July 18, 1864, received

Ulysses S. Grant 83

no bounty, but $100 bounty has been paid the proper heirs of the one-year
men of this organization who died in the service, in accordance with the
act of July 22, 1861, under which the regiment was originally organized.

Some of the men of these organizations were erroneously paid by the
Pay Department at the time of their muster out of service, they having
been paid but $100, when they should have been allowed $300 under the
joint resolution of January 13, 1864. The balance of bounty due these
men is being paid by the proper accounting officers. It will be seen by
comparing the above statement with the act under consideration that the
effect of the act will be to give the one-year men of the First Alabama
Cavalry, nearly all of whom enlisted in 1862 and 1863, a bounty of $100
each, or a proportionate part, according to the time served. It would
give each man of Companies I and K of the First Alabama Cavalry 100
more bounty. The bounty of the other three-years men of the First Ala-
bama Cavalry, First Florida Cavalry, and Second Florida Cevalry, who
enlisted prior to December 25, 1863, and from April 1, 1864, to July 17;
1864, inclusive, and who were discharged by reason of orders from the
War Department, will not be affected.

The men enlisting in these organizations under joint resolution of
January 13, 1864, receive under existing laws $100 more bounty than they
would be entitled to receive if the act under consideration becomes a law.

In case of deceased men the working of the act is still more perplex-
ing, as the prescribed order of inheritance under the act of July 4, 1864,
is entirely different from that under all other acts.

A large proportion of the claims in case of the deceased men have been
settled, and the bounties have been paid fathers, mothers, brothers, and
sisters, the proper heirs under existing laws, which under this act would
go only to the widow, children, and widowed mother. Bounty has also
been paid to parents under act of July 28, 1866, which this act would
require to be paid to the widow, although she may have remarried.

Under the act of July 28, 1866, children of age are not entitled, but
this act makes them joint heirs with the minor children.

In case of the deceased one-year men,and the three-years men enlisted
under joint resolution of January 13, 1864, the effect of this act would
only be to change the prescribed order of inheritance,

In case of the three-years men enlisted under act of July 22, 1861, the
order of inheritance is changed by this act, and the heirs entitled (widow,
children, and widowed mother) will receive $100 more bounty than they
are now entitled to receive.

It may be well to state that November 14, 1864, the War Department
gave authority to enlist men who had deserted from the rebel army as
recruits for the First Alabama Cavalry, with the distinct understanding
that they were to receive no bounty. Such recruits have not been paid
bounty, and it may be a question whether the act under consideration
would entitle them to any. U. S. GRANT.




Messages and Papers of the Presidents

PROCLAMATIONS.

By THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas, pursuant to the first section of the act of Congress apprm:ed
the 11th day of June, 1864, entitled ‘‘An act to provide for the execution
of treaties between the United States and foreign nations respecting con-
sular jurisdiction over the crews of vessels of such foreign nations in the
waters and ports of the United States,’’ it is provided that before that
act shall take effect as to the ships and vessels of any particular nation
having such treaty with the United States the President of the United
States shall have been satisfied that similar provisions have been made
for the execution of such treaty by the other contracting party, and shall
have issued his proclamation to that effect, declaring that act to be in
force as to such nation; and

Whereas due inquiry having been made and satisfactory answers hav-
ing been received that similar provisions are in force in France, Prussia
and the other States of the North German Union, and Italy:

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the
United States of America, do hereby proclaim the same accordingly.

Done at the city of Washington, this 1oth day of February, A. D.
1870, and of the Independence of the United States of America
the ninety-fourth. U. S. GRANT.
By the President:

Hamirron FisH,
Secretary of State.

[sEAL.]

ULvssES S. GRANT, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

7o all whom it may concern:

An exequatur, bearing date the 17th day of June, 1865, having been
issued to Joaquin de Palma, recognizing him as vice-consul of Portugal
at Savannah, Ga., and declaring him free to exercise and enjoy such
functions, powers, and privileges as are allowed to vice-consuls by the
law of nations or by the laws of the United States and existing treaty
stipulations between the Government of Portugal and the United States;
but for satisfactory reasons it is deemed advisable that the said Joaquin
de Palma should no longer be permitted to continue in the exercise of
said functions, powers, and privileges:

These are therefore to declare that I no longer recognize the said Joaquin
de Palma as vice-consul of Portugal at Savannah, Ga., and will not per-
mit him to exercise or enjoy any of the functions, powers, or privileges
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allowed to a consular officer of that nation; and that I do hereby wholly
revoke and annul the said exequatur heretofore given, and do declare
the same to be absolutely null and void from this day forward.

In testimony whereof I have caused these letters to be made patent
and the seal of the United States of America to be hereunto
affixed.

[SEAL.] Given under my hand, at Washington, this 12th day of May,
A.D. 1870, and of the Independence of the United States of
America the ninety-fourth. :

U. S. GRANT.
By the President:

Hawirron Fish,
Secretary of State,

By THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

A PROCLAMATION,

Whereas it has come to my knowledge that sundry illegal military
enterprises and expeditions are being set on foot within the territory and
jurisdiction of the United States with a view to carry on the same from
such territory and jurisdiction against the people and district of the Do-
minion of Canada, within the dominions of Her Majesty the Queen of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, with whom the United
States are at peace:

Now, therefore, I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States,
do hereby admonish all good citizens of the United States and all per-
sons within the territory and jurisdiction of the United States against
aiding, countenancing, abetting, or taking part in such unlawful pro-
ceedings; and I do hereby warn all persons that by committing such
illegal acts they will forfeit all right to the protection of the Government
or toits interference in their behalf to rescue them from the consequences
of their own acts; and I do hereby enjoin all officers in the service of the
United States to employ all their lawful authority and power to prevent
and defeat the aforesaid unlawful proceedings and to arrest and bring to
justice all persons who may be engaged therein.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal

of the United States to be affixed.
[SRAL.] Done at the city of Washington, this 24th day of May, A. D.

1870, and of the Independence of the United States the ninety-
fourth,

U. S. GRANT.
By the President:

Hamirron Frsy,
Secretary of State.




