Messages and Papers of the Prestdents

By THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas a state of war unhappily exists between France on the one
side and the North German Confederation and its allies on the other
side; and

Whereas the United States are on terms of friendship and amity with
all the contending powers and with the persons inhabiting their several
dominions; and

Whereas great numbers of the citizens of the United States reside
within the territories or dominions of each of the said belligerents and
carry on commerce, trade, or other business or pursuits therein, protected
by the faith of treaties; and

Whereas great numbers of the subjects or citizens of each of the said
belligerents reside within the territory or jurisdiction of the United States
and carry on commerce, trade, or other business or pursuits therein; and

Whereas the laws of the United States, withcut interfering with the
free expression of opinion and sympathy, or with the open manufacture
or sale of arms or munitions of war, nevertheless impose upon all*per-
sons who may be within their territory and jurisdiction the duty of an
impartial neutrality during the existence of the contest:

Now, therefore, I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States,
in order to preserve the neutrality of the United States and of their citi-
zens and of persons within their territory and jurisdiction, and to enforce
their laws, and in order that all persons, being warned of the general
tenor of the laws and treaties of the United States in this behalf and of
the law of nations, may thus be prevented from an unintentional viola-
tion of the same, do hereby declare and proclaim that by the act passed
on the 2oth day of April, A. D. 1818, commonly known as the ‘‘ neutrality
law,”’ the following acts are forbidden to be done, under severe penalties,
within the territory and jurisdiction of the United States, to wit:

1. Accepting and exercising a commission to serve either of the said
belligerents, by land or by sea, against the other belligerent.

2. Enlisting or entering into the service of either of the said belliger-
ents as a soldier or as a marine or seaman on board of any vessel of war,
letter of marque, or privateer.

3. Hiring or retaining another person to enlist or enter himself in the
service of either of the said belligerents as a soldier or as a marine or
seaman on board of any vessel of war, letter of marque, or privateer.

4. Hiring another person to go beyond the limits or jurisdiction of the
United States with intent to be enlisted as aforesaid.

5. Hiring another person to go beyond the limits of the United States
with intent to be entered into service as aforesaid. :

6. Retaining another person to go beyond the. limits of the United
States with intent to be enlisted as aforesaid.

Ulysses S. Grant 87

7. Retaining another person to go beyond the limits of the United
States with intent to be entered into service as aforesaid. (But the said
act is not to be construed to extend to a citizen or subject of either bellig-
erent who, being transiently within the United States, shall, on board of
any vessel of war which at the time of its arrival within the United
States was fitted and equipped as such vessel of war, enlist or enter him-
self, or hire or retain another subject or citizen of the same belligerent who
is transiently within the United States to enlist or enter himself, to serve
such belligerent on board such vessel of war, if the United States shall
then be at peace with such belligerent.)

8. Fitting out and arming, or attempting to fit out and arm, ot pro-
curing to be fitted out and armed, or knowingly being concerned in the
furnishing, fitting out, or arming of any ship or vessel with intent that
such ship or vessel shall be employed in the service of either of the said
belligerents. ‘

9. Issuing or delivering a commission within the territory or jurisdic-
tion of the United States for any ship or vessel to the intent that she
may be employed as aforesaid.

1o. Increasing or augmenting, or procuring to be increased or aug-
mented, or knowingly being concerned in increasing or augmenting, the
force of any ship of war, cruiser, or other armed vessel which at the time
of her arrival within the United States was a ship of war, cruiser, or
armed vessel in the service of either of the said belligerents, or belonging
to the subjects or citizens of either, by adding to the number of guns of
such vessel, or by changing those on board of her for guns of a larger
caliber, or by the addition thereto of any equipment solely applicable to
war.

11. Beginning or setting on foot or providing or preparing the means
for any military expedition or enterprise to be carried on from the terri-
tory or jurisdiction of the United States against the territories or domin-
jons of either of the said belligerents.

And I do further declare and proclaim that by the nineteenth article
of the treaty of amity and commerce which was concluded between His
Majesty the King of Prussia and the United States of America on the 11th
day of July, A. D. 1799, which article was revived by the treaty of May 1,
A.D. 1828, between the same parties, and is still in force, it was agreed
that ““the vessels of war, public and private, of both parties shall carry
freely, wheresoever they please, the vessels and effects taken from their
enemies, without being obliged to pay any duties, charges, or fees to
officers of admiralty, of the customs, or any others; nor shall such prizes
be arrested, searched, or put under legal process when they come to and
enter the ports of the other party, but may freely be carried ou.t a:gain

at any time by their captors to the places expressed in their commissions,
which the commanding officer of such vessel shall be obliged to show,”’

And I do further declare and proclaim that it has been officially
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communicated to the Government of the United States by the envoy ex-
traordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the North German Confed-
eration at Washington that private property on the high seas will be
exempted from seizure by the ships of His Majesty the King of Prussia,
without regard to reciprocity.

And I do further declare and proclaim that it has been officially com-
municated to the Government of the United States by the envoy extraor-
dinary and minister plenipotentiary of His Majesty the Emperor of the
French at Washington that orders have been given that in the conduct
of the war the commanders of the French forces on land and on the seas
shall scrupulously observe toward neutral powers the rules of interna-
tional law and that they shall strictly adhere to the principles set forth
in the declaration of the congress of Paris of the r6th of April, 1856;
that is to say:

First. That privateering is and remains abolished.

Second. That the neutral flag covers enemy’s goods, with the excep-
tion of contraband of war.

Third. That neutral goods, with the exception of contraband of war,
are not liable to capture under the enemy’s flag.

Fourth. That blockades, in order to be binding, must be effective—that
is to say, maintained by a force sufficient really to prevent access to the
coast of the enemy; and that, although the United States have not ad-
hered to the declaration of 1856, the vessels of His Majesty will not seize
enemy’s property found on board of a vessel of the United States, pro-
vided that property is not contraband of war.

And I do further declare and proclaim that the statutes of the United
States and the law of nations alike require that no person within the
territory and jurisdiction of the United States shall take part, directly
or indirectly, in the said war, but shall remain at peace with each of the
said belligerents and shall maintain a strict and impartial neutrality, and
that whatever privileges shall be accorded to one belligerent within the
ports of the United States shall be in like manner accorded to the other.

And I do hereby enjoin all the good citizens of the United States and
all persons residing or being within the territory or jurisdiction of the
United States to observe the laws thereof and to commit no act contrary
to the provisions of the said statutes or in violation of the law of nations
in that behalf.

And I do hereby warn all citizens of the United States and all persons
‘residing or being within their territory or jurisdiction that while the free
and full expression of sympathies in public and private is not restricted
by the laws of the United States, military forces in aid of either bellig-
erent can not lawfully be originated or organized within their jurisdictioﬁ;
and that while all persons may lawfully and without restriction, by reason
of the aforesaid state of war, manufacture and sell within the United
States arms and munitions of war and other articles ordinarily known
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as “‘contraband of war,’’ yet they can not carry such articles upon the
high seas for the use or service of either belligerent, nor can they trans-
port soldiers and officers of either, or attempt to break any blockade
which may be lawfully established and maintained during the war, with-
out incurring the risk of hostile capture and the penalties denounced by
the law of nations in that behalf,

And I do hereby give notice that all citizens of the United States and
others who may claim the protection of this Government who may mis-
conduct themselves in the premises will do so at their peril, and that
they can in no wise obtain any protection from the Government of the
United States against the consequences of their misconduct.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal
of the United States to be affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 22d day of August,
A.D. 1870, and of the Independence of the United States of
America the ninety-fifth. U. S. GRANT.
By the President:

Hawvirron FisH,
Secretary of State.

[sEAL.]

By THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas on the 22d day of August, 1870, my proclamation was issued
enjoining neutrality in the present war between France and the North
German Confederation and its allies, and declaring, so far as then seemed
to be mecessary, the respective rights and obligations of the belligerent
parties and of the citizens of the United States; and

‘Whereas subsequent information gives reason to apprehend that armed
cruisers of the belligerents may be tempted to abuse the hospitality ac-
corded to them in the ports, harbors, roadsteads, and other waters of the
United States, by making such waters subservient to the purposes of war:

Now, therefore, I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim and declare that any frequenting and use
of the waters within the territorial jurisdiction of the United States by
the armed vessels of either belligerent, whether public ships or privateers,
for the purpose of preparing for hostile operations or as posts of obser-
vation upon the ships of war or privateers or merchant vessels of the
other belligerent lying within or being about to enter the jurisdiction of
the United States, must be regarded as unfriendly and offensive and in
violation of that neutrality which it is the determination of this Gov-
ernment to observe; and to the end that the hazard and -inconvenience
of such apprehended practices may be avoided, I further proclaim and
declare that from and after the 12th day of October instant, and during
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the continuance of the present hostilities between France and the North
German Confederation and its allies, no ship of war or privateer of either
belligerent shall be permitted to make use of any port, harbor, roadstead,
or other waters within the jurisdiction of the United States as a station or
place of resort for any warlike purpose or for the purpose of obtaining
any facilities of warlike equipment; and no ship of war or privateer of
either belligerent shall be permitted to sail out of or leave any port, har-
bor, roadstead, or waters subject to the jurisdiction of the United States
from which a vessel of the other belligerent (whether the same shall be
a ship of war, a privateer, or a merchant ship) shall have previously
departed until after the expiration of at least twenty-four hours from
the departure of such last-mentioned vessel beyond the jurisdiction of the
United States. If any ship of war or privateer of either belligerent shall,
after the time this notification takes effect, enter any port, harbor, road-
stead, or waters of the United States, such vessel shall be required to
depart and to put to sea within twenty-four hours after her entrance
into such port, harbor, roadstead, or waters, except in case of stress of
weather or of her requiring provisions or things necessary for the sub-
sistence of her crew or for repairs, in either of which cases the authorities
of the port or of the nearest port (as the case may be) shall require her
to put to sea as soon as possible after the expiration of such period of
twenty-four hours, without permitting her to take in supplies beyond
what may be necessary for her immediate use; and no such vessel which
may have been permitted to remain within the waters of the United States
for the purpose of repair shall continue within such port, harbor, road-
stead, or waters for a longer period than twenty-four hours after her
necessary repairs shall have been completed, unless within such twenty-
four hours a vessel, whether ship of war, privateer, or merchant ship, of
the other belligerent shall have departed therefrom, in which case the
time limited for the departure of such ship of war or privateer shall be
extended so far as may be necessary to secure an interval of not less than
twenty-four hours between such departure and that of any ship of war,
privateer, or merchant ship of the other belligerent which may have pre-
viously quit the same port, harbor, roadstead, or waters. No ship of
war or privateer of either belligerent shall be detained in any port, har-
bor, roadstead, or waters of the United States more than twenty-four
hours by reason of the successive departures from such port, harbor,
roadstead, or waters of more than one vessel of the other belligerent.
But if there be several vessels of each or either of the two belligerents
in the same port, harbor, roadstead, or waters, the order of their depar-
ture therefrom shall be so arranged as to afford the opportunity of leaving
alternately to the vessels of the respective belligerents and to cause the
least detention consistent with the objects of this proclamation. No ship
of war or privateer of either belligerent shall be permitted, while in any
port, harbor, roadstead, or waters within the jurisdiction of the United
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States, to take in any supplies except provisions and such other things
as may be requisite for the subsistence of her crew, and except so much
coal only as may be sufficient to carry such vessel, if without sail power,
to the nearest European port of her own country, or, in case the vessel
is rigged to go under sail and may also be propelled by steam power,
then with half the quantity of coal which she would be entitled to receive
if dependent upon steam alone; and no coal shall be again supplied to
any such ship of war or privateer in the same or any other port, harbor,
roadstead, or waters of the United States, without special permission,
until after the expiration of three months from the time when such coal
may have been last supplied to her within the waters of the United States,
unless such ship of war or privateer shall, since last thus supplied, have
entered a Furopean port of the Government to which she belongs.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal

of the United States to be affixed.
[sEAL] Done at the city of Washington, this 8th day of October,

A.D. 1870, and of the Independence of the United States of

Arm.zrlca the ninety-fifth. U. S. GRANT.

By the President:
Hamirron Frsg,
Secretary of State.

By THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas divers evil-disposed persons have at sundry times within the
territory or jurisdiction of the United States begun or set on foot, or
provided or prepared the means for, military expeditions or enterprises
to be carried on thence against the territories or dominions of powers
with whom the United States are at peace, by organizing bodies pretend-
ing to have powers of government over portions of the territories or
dominions of powers with whom the United States are at peace, or, by
being or assuming to be members of such bodies, by levying or collecting
money for the purpose or for the alleged purpose of using the same in
carrying on military enterprises against such territories or dominions by
enlisting and organizing armed forces to be used against such powers,
and by fitting out, equipping, and arming vessels to transport such organ-
ized armed forces to be employed in hostilities against such powers; and

Whereas it is alleged and there is reason to apprehend that such evil-
disposed persons have also at sundry times within the territory and juris-
diction of the United States violated the laws thereof by accepting and
exercising commissions to serve by land or by sea against powers with
whom the United States are at peace by enlisting themselves or" other
persons to carry on war against such powers by fitting out and arming
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vessels with intent that the same shall be employed to cruise or commit
hostilities against such powers, or by delivering commissions within the
territory or jurisdiction of the United States for such vessels to the intent
that they might be employed as aforesaid; and

Whereas such acts are in violation of the laws of the United States in
such case made and provided, and are done in disregard of the duties
and obligations which all persons residing or being within the territory
or jurisdiction of the United States owe thereto, and are condemned by
all right-minded and law-abiding citizens:

Now, therefore, I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States of
America, do hereby declare and proclaim that all persons hereafter found
within the territory or jurisdiction of the United States committing any
of the aforerecited violations of law or any similar violations of the sov-
ereignty of the United States for which punishment is provided by law
will be rigorously prosecuted therefor, and, upon conviction and sentence
to punishment, will not be entitled to expect or receive the clemency of
the Executive to save them from the consequences of their guilt; and I
enjoin upon every officer of this Government, civil.or military or naval,
to use all efforts in his power to arrest for trial and punishment every
such offender against the laws providing for the performance of our
sacred obligations to friendly powers.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal
of the United States to be affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 12th day of October,
A. D. 1870, and of the Independence of the United States of
America the ninety-fifth. U. S. GRANT.
By the President:

Hawmirron FisH, Secrelary of State.

[seaL.]

By THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas it behooves a people sensible of their dependence on the
Almighty publicly and collectively to acknowledge their gratitude for
his favors and mercies and humbly to beseech for their continuance; and

Whereas the people of the United States during the year now about to
end have special cause to be thankful for general prosperity, abundant
harvests, exemption from pestilence, foreign war, and civil strife:

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the
United States, concurring in any similar recommendations from chief
magistrates of States, do hereby recommend to all citizens to meet in
their respective places of worship on Thursday, the 24th day of Novem-
ber next, there to give thanks for the bounty of God during the year
about to close and to supplicate for its continuance hereafter.
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In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal
of the United States to be affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 21st day of October,
A. D. 1870, and of the Independence of the United States the
ninety-fifth. U. S. GRANT.
By the President:

HamirTon FisH,
Secretary of State.

[sEAL.]

EXECUTIVE ORDERS.

GENERAL ORDERS, No. 83.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
ADJUTANT-GENERAL’'S OFFICE,
: Washingion, December 24, 1869.
Brevet Major-General A. H. Terry, in addition to his duties as com-
siiander of the Department of the South, is, by order of the President of
the United States, appointed to exercise the duties of commanding gen-
eral of the District of Georgia, as defined by the act of Congress approved
December 22, 1869.
By command of General Sherman:
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant-General.

EXECUTIVE MANSION,
Washington, 1. C., December 24, 1869.

The painful duty devolves upon the President of announcing to the
people of the United States the death of one of her most distinguished
citizens and faithful public servants, the Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, which
occurred in this city at an early hour this morning.

He was distinguished in the councils of the nation during the entire
period of its recent struggle for national existence—first as Attorney-
General, then as Secretary of War. He was unceasing in his labors, ear-
nest and fearless in the assumption of responsibilities necessary to his
country’s sticcess, respected by all good men, and feared by wrongdoers.
In his death the bar, the bench, and the nation sustain a great loss,
which will be mourned by all.

As a mark of respect to his memory it is ordered that the Executive
Mansion and the several Departments at Washington be draped in mourn-
ing, and that all business be suspended on the day of the funeral.

U. S. GRANT.
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GENERAIL ORDERS, No. 1.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
ADjurANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, January 4, 1870.
By direction of the President of the United States, so much of General
Orders, No. 103, dated Headquarters Third Military District (Department
of Georgia, Florida, and Alabama), Atlanta, Ga., July 22, 1868, and so
much of General Orders, No. 55, dated Headquarters of the Army, Adju-
tant-General’s Office, Washington, July 28, 1868, as refers to the State
of Georgia is hereby countermanded. Brevet Major-General Terry will
until further orders exercise within that State the powers of the com-
mander of a military district, as provided by the act of March 2,1867, and
the acts supplementary thereto, under his assignment by General Orders,
No. 83, dated Headquarters of the Army, Adjutant-General’s Office,
Washington, December 24, 1869.
By command of General Sherman:
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant-General.

GENERAL, ORDERS, No. 11.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE,
Washington, January 29, 1870.

I. The Senators and Representatives from the State of Virginia hav-
ing been admitted to their respective Houses of Congress, the command
known as the First Military District has ceased to exist.

II. By direction of the President, the States of Maryland, Virginia,
West Virginia, and North Carolina will compose the Department of Vir-
ginia, under the command of Brevet Major-General E. R. S. Canby,

headquarters at Richmond, Va., and will form a part of the Military
Division of the Atlantic.

III. Commanding officers of all posts and detachments now serving
in the limits of the new department will report to’ General Canby for in-
structions. ‘The companies of the Eighth Infantry now serving in the
State of North Carolina will be relieved as early as possible, and report
to Brevet Major-General A. H. Terry, commanding Department of the
South, for orders.

By command of General Sherman:

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant-General.
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GENERAI, ORDERS, NoO. 25.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
ADjuTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, February 26, 1870.

I. The Senators and Representatives from the State of Mississippi
having been admitted to their respective Houses of Congress, the com-
mand known as the Fourth Military District has ceased to exist.

II. By direction of the President, the State of Mississippi is attached
to the Department of the Cumberland, and the officers and troops within
the late Fourth Military District will accordingly report to Brevet Major-
General Cooke, commanding the department.

III. The general commanding the late Fourth Military District will
complete the records of that district as soon as practicable and send them
to the Adjutant-General of the Army, except such military records as
should properly be retained at the headquarters of the department, which
he will send there. ; :

By command of General Sherman:

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant-General.

GENERAI, ORDERS, NO. 35.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
ApjuTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, March 31, 1870.

I. By order of the President of the United States, the State of Texas
having been idmitted to representation in Congress, the command here-
tofore known as the Fifth Military District will cease to exist, and will
hereafter constitute a separate military department, headquarters Austin,
Tex., Brevet Major-General J. J. Reynolds commanding.

II. The department known as the Department of Louisiana will be
broken up; the State of Louisiana is hereby added to the Department of
Texas, and the State of Arkansas to the Department of the Missouri.
The commanding general Department of the Missouri will, as soon as
convenient, relieve the garrison at Little Rock by a detachment from the
Sixth Infantry, and the commanding officer of the troops now in Arkan-
sas will report to General J. J. Reynolds for orders, to take effect as soon
as replaced.

III. The new Department of Texas will form a part of tke Military
Division of the South.

By command of General Sherman:

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant-General
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SECOND ANNUAIL MESSAGE.

Execurive MANsION, December 5, 1870.
7o the Senate and House of Representatives:

A year of peace and general prosperity to this nation has passed since
the last assembling of Congress. We have, through a kind Providence,
been blessed with abundant crops, and have been spared from complica-
tions and war with foreign nations.* In our midst comparative harmony
has been restored. It is to be regretted, however, that a free exercise of
the elective franchise has by violence and intimidation been denied tc
citizens in exceptional cases in several of the States lately in rebellion,
and the verdict of the people has thereby been reversed. The States
of Virginia, Mississippi, and T'exas have been restored to representation
in our national councils. Georgia, the only State now without repre-
sentation, may confidently be expected to take her place there also at
the beginning of the new year, and then, let us hope,will be completed the
work of reconstruction. With an acquiescence on the part of the whole
people in the national obligation to pay the public debt created as the
price of our Union, the pensions to our disabled soldiers and sailors and
their widows and orphans, and in the changes to the Constitution which
have been made necessary by a great rebellion, there is no reason why
we should not advance in material prosperity and happiness as no other
nation ever did after so protracted and devastating a war.

Soon after the existing war broke out in Europe the protection of the
United States minister in Paris was invoked in favor of North Germans
domiciled in French territory. Instructions were issued to grant the
protection. This has been followed by an extension of American protec-
tion to citizens of Saxony, Hesse and Saxe-Coburg, Gotha,Colombia, Por-
tugal, Uruguay, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Chile, Paraguay, and
Venezuela in Paris. The charge was an onerous one, requiring constant
and severe labor, as well as the exercise of patience, prudence, and good
judgment. It has been performed to the entire satisfaction of this Gov-
ernment, and, as I am officially informed, equally so to the satisfaction of
the Government of North Germany.

As soon as I learned that a republic had been proclaimed at Paris and
that the people of France had acquiesced in the change, the minister of
the United States was directed by telegraph to recognize it and to tender
my congratulations and those of the people of the United States. The
reestablishment in France of a system of government disconnected with
the dynastic traditions of Europe appeared to be a proper subject for the
felicitations of Americans, Should the present struggle result in attach-
ing the hearts of the French to our simpler forms of representative gov-
ernment, it will be a subject of still further satisfaction to our people.
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While we make no effort to impose our institutions upon the inhabitants
of other countries, and while we adhere to our traditional neutrality in
civil contests elsewhere, we can not be indifferent to the spread of Ameri-
can political ideas in a great and highly civilized country like France.

We were asked by the new Government to use our good offices, jointly
with those of European powers, in the interests of peace. Answer was
made that the established policy and the true interests of the United
States forbade them to interfere in European questions jointly with
European powers. I ascertained, informally and unofficially, that the
Government of North Germany was not then disposed to listen to such
representations from any power,and though earnestly wishing to see the
blessings of peace restored to the belligerents, with all of whom the United
States are on terms of friendship, I declined on the part of this Govern-
ment to take a step which could only result in injury to our true interests
without advancing the object for which our intervention was invoked.
Should the time come when the action of the United States can hasten
the return of peace by a single hour, that action will be heartily taken.
I deemed it prudent, in view of the number of persons of German and
French birth living in the United States, to issue, soon after official notice
of a state of war had been received from both belligerents, a proclamation*
defining the duties of the United States as a neutral and the obligations
of persons residing within their territory to observe their laws and the
laws of nations. This proclamation was followed by others, T as circum-
stances seemed to call for them. The people, thus acquainted in advance
of their duties and obligations, have assisted in preventing violations of
the neutrality of the United States.

It is not understood that the condition of the insurrection in Cuba has
materially changed since the close of the last session of Congress. In an
early stage of the contest the authorities of Spain inaugurated a system
of arbitrary arrests, of close confinement, and of military trial and execu-
tion of persons suspected of complicity with the insurgents, and of sum-
mary embargo of their properties, and sequestration of their revenues by
executive warrant. Sucn proceedings, so far as they affected the per-
sons or property of citizens of the United States, were in violation of the
provisions of the treaty of 1795 between the United States and Spain.

Representations of injuries resulting to several persons claiming to be
citizens of the United States by reasen of such violations were made to
the Spanish Government. From April, 1869, to June last the Spanish
minister at Washington had been clothed with a limited power to aid in
redressing such wrongs. That power was found o be withdrawn, ““in
view,’ as it was said, ‘“of the favorable situation in which the island of
Cuba’’ then ‘‘was,” which, however, did not lead to a revocation or sus-
pension of the extraordinary and arbitrary functions exercised by the
executive power in Cuba, and we were obliged to make our complaints

* See pp. 86-89. 1 See pp. 85-92.
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