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396 Messages and Papers of the Presidents

By THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
A PROCILAMATION.

Whereas it has been satisfactorily shown to me that insurrection and
domestic violence exist in several counties of the State of South Caro-
lina, and that certain combinations of men against law exist in many
counties of said State known as ‘‘rifle clubs,” who ride up and down
by day and night in arms, murdering some peaceable citizens and intimi-
dating others, which combinations, though forbidden by the laws of the
State, canm not be controlled or suppressed by the ordinary course of jus-
tice; and

Whereas it is provided in the Constitution of the United States that
the United States shall protect every State in this Union, on application
of the legislature, or of the executive (when the legislature can not be
convened), against domestic violence; and

Whereas by laws in pursuance of the above it is provided (in the
laws of the United States) that in all cases of insurrection in any State
or of obstruction to the laws thereof it shall be lawful for the President
of the United States, on application of the legislature of such State, or of
the executive (when the legislature can not be convened), to call forth
the militia of any other State or States, or to employ such part of the
land and naval forces as shall be judged necessary, for the purpose of sup-
pressing such insurrection or causing the laws to be duly executed; and

Whereas the legislature of said State is not now in session and can not
be converfed in time to meet the present emergency, and the executive
of said State, under section 4 of Article IV of the Constitution of the
United States and the laws passed in pursuance thereof, has therefore
made due application to me in the premises for such part of the mili-
tary force of the United States as may be necessary and adequate to pro-
tect said State and the citizens thereof against domestic violence and to
enforce the due execution of the laws; and

Whereas it is required that whenever it may be necessary, in the judg-
ment of the President, to use the military force for the purpose afore-
said, he shall forthwith, by proclamation, command such insurgents to
disperse and retire peaceably to their respective homes within a limited
time:

Now, therefore, I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States,
do hereby make proclamation and command all persons engaged in said
unlawful and insurrectionary proceedings to disperse and retire peaceably
to their respective abodes within three days from this date, and hereafter
abandon said combinations and submit themselves to the laws and con-
stituted authorities of said State.

And T invoke the aid and cooperation of all good citizens thereof to
uphold the laws and preserve the public peace.
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In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal
of the United States to be affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 17th day of October,
A.D. 1876, and of the Independence of the United States one
hundred and one.

[sEAL.]

U. S. GRANT.
By the President:
JorN L. CADWALADER,
Acting Secretary of State.

.By THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

A PROCLAMATION.

From year to year we hase been accustomed to pause in our daily
pursuits and set apart a time to offer our thanks to Almighty God for
the special blessings He has vouchsafed to us, with our prayers for a
continuance thereof.

We have at this time equal reason to be thankful for His continued
protection and for the many material blessings which His bounty has
bestowed.

In addition to these favors accorded to us as individuals, we have
especial occasion to express our hearty thanks to Almighty God that
by His providence and guidance our Government, established a century
ago, has been enabled to fulfill the purpose of its founders in offering an
asylum to the people of every race, securing civil and religiout"; liberty to
all within its borders, and meting out to every individual alike justice
and equality before the law.

It is, moreover, especially our duty to offer our humble prayers to the
Father of All Mercies for a continuance of His divine favor to us as a
nation and as individuals.

By reason of all these considerations, I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of
the United States, do recommend to the people of the United States to
devote the 3oth day of November next to the expression of their tha.nks
and prayers to Almighty God, and, laying aside their daily avocations
and all secular occupations, to assemble in their respective places of wor-
ship and observe such day as a day of thanksgiving and rest.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal
of the United States to be affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 26th day of October,
A. D. 1876, and of the Independence of the United States of
America the one hundred and first.

[sEAL.]

U. S. GRANT.
By the President:
Hamirron FisH,
Secretary of State.
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EXECUTIVE ORDERS.

EXECUTIVE MANSION,
Washington, May 2o, 1876.
S1R:* The President directs me (o say that the several Departments of
the Government will be closed on Tuesday, the 3oth instant, to enable the
employees to participate in the decoration of the graves of the soldiers
who fell during the rebellion.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
C. C. SNIFFEN, Secretary.

WAR DEPARTMENT,

Washington City, Angust ro, 1876.
By direction of the President, General W. T. Sherman and Brigadier-
General M. C. Meigs, Quartermaster-General United States Army, are
appointed members of the commission to examine ‘‘the whole subject
of reform and reorganization of the Army of the United States,”’ as pro-
vided by section 4, act approved July 24, 1876, ““making appropriations
for the support of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877,

and for other purposes.”’
J. D. CAMERON, Secretary of War.

WASHINGTON, August 2r, r876.

It is with extreme pain that the President announces to the people of
the United States the death of the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, the Hon. Michael C. Kerr, of Indiana.

A man of great intellectual endowments, large culture, great probity
and earnestness in his devotion to the public interests, has passed from
the position, power, and usefulness to which he had been recently called.

The body over which he had been selected to preside not being in
session to render its tribute of affection and respect to the memory of
the deceased, the President invites the people of the United States to a
solemn recognition of the public and private worth and the services of
a pure and eminent character. U. S. GRANT

By the President:
JouN I,. CADWALADER, Acting Secretary of State.

EXECUTIVE MANSION, November 23, 1876.
A joint resolution adopted by Congress August 5, 1876, declares that—

Whereas it is ascertained that the hostile Indians of the Northwest are largely
equipped with arms which require special metallic cartridges, and that such special

* Addressed to the heads of the Executive Departments, etc.
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ammunition is in large part supplied to such hostile Indians, directly or indirectly,
through traders and others in the Indian country: Therefore,

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That the President of the United States is hereby
authorized and requested to take such measures as in his judgment may be necessary
to prevent such special metallic ammunition being conveyed to such hostile Indians,
and is further anthorized to declare the same contraband of war in such district of
country as he may designate during the continuance of hostilities.

To carry into effect the above-cited resolution, the sale of fixed ammu-
nition or metallic cartridges by any trader or other person in any district
of the Indian country occupied by hostile Indians, or over which they
roam, is hereby prohibited; and all such ammunition or cartridges intro-
duced into said country by traders or other persons, and that are liable
in any way or manner, directly or indirectly, to be received by such hos-
tile Indians, shall be deemed contraband of war, seized by any military
officer and confiscated; and the district of country to which this prohi-
bition shall apply during the continuance of hostilities is hereby desig-
nated as that which embraces all Indian country, or country occupied by
Indians or subject to their visits, lying within the Territories of Mon-
tana, Dakota, and Wyoming and the States of Nebraska and Colorado.

U. S. GRANT.

EIGHTH ANNUAL MESSAGE.

EXECUTIVE MANSION, December 5, 1876.
7o the Senate and House of Representatives:

In submitting my eighth and last annual message to Congress it seems
proper that I should refer to and in some degree recapitulate the events
and official acts of the past eight years.

It was my fortune, or misfortune, to be called to the office of Chief
Executive without any previous political training. From the age of 17
I had never even witnessed the excitement attending a Presidential cam-
paign but twice antecedent to my own candidacy, and at but one of them
was I eligible as a voter.

Under such circumstances it is but reasonable to suppose that errors of
judgment must have occurred. Even had they not, differences of opinio.n
between the Executive, bound by an oath to the strict performance of his
duties, and writers and debaters must have arisen. It is not necessarily
evidence of blunder on the part of the Executive because there are these
differences of views. Mistakes have been made, as all can see and I
admit, but it seems to me oftener in the selections made of the assistants
appointed to aid in carrying out the various duties of administering the
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Government—in nearly every case selected without a personal acquaint-
ance with the appointee, but upon recommendations of the representa-
tives chosen directly by the people. It is impossible, where so many
trusts are to be allotted, that the right parties should be chosen in every
instance. History shows that no Administration from the time of Wash-
ington to the present has been free from these mistakes. But I leave
comparisons to history, claiming only that I have acted in every instance
from a conscientious desire to do what was right, constitutional, within
the law, and for the very best interests of the whole people. Failures
have been errors of judgment, not of intent. :

My civil career commenced, too, at a most critical and difficult time.
Less than four years before, the country had emerged from a conflict
such as no other nation had ever survived. Nearly one-half of the States
had revolted against the Government, and of those remaining faithful to
the Union a large percentage of the population sympathized with the re-
bellion and made an ‘‘enemy in the rear’’ almost as dangerous as the
more honorable enemy in the front. The latter committed errors of judg-
ment, but they maintained them openly and courageously; the former
received the protection of the Government they would see destroyed, and
reaped all the pecuniary advantage to be gained out of the then existing
state of affairs, many of them by obtaining contracts and by swindling
the Government in the delivery of their goods.

Immediately on the cessation of hostilities the then noble President,
who had carried the country so far through its perils, fell a martyr to his
patriotism at the hands of an assassin.

The intervening time to my first inauguration was filled up with wran-
glings between Congress and the new Executive as to the best mode of
“‘reconstruction,’’ or, to speak plainly, as to whether the control of the
Government should be thrown immediately into the hands of those who
had so recently and persistently tried to destroy it, or whether the vic-
tors should continue to have an equal voice with them in this control.
Reconstruction, as finally agreed upon, means this and only this, except
that the late slave was enfranchised, giving an increase, as was sup-
posed, to the Union-loving and Union-supporting votes. If free in the
full sense of the word, they would not disappoint this expectation.
Hence at the beginning of my first Administration the work of recon-
struction, much embarrassed by the long delay, virtually commenced,
It was the work of the legislative branch of the Government. My
province was wholly in approving their acts, which I did most heartily:,
urging the legislatures of States that had not yet done so to ratify the
fifteenth amendment to the Constitution. The country was laboring
under an enormous debt, contracted in the suppression of rebellion, and
taxation was so oppressive as to discourage production. Another dan-
ger also threatened us—a foreign war. The last difficulty had to be
adjusted, ahd was adjusted without a war and in a manner highly hon-
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orable to all parties concerned. 'Taxes have been reduced within the
last seven years nearly $300,000,000, and the national debt has been
reduced in the same time over $435,000,000. By refunding the 6 per

cent bonded debt for bonds bearing 5 and 4} per cent interest, respec-

tively, the annual interest has been reduced from over $130,000,000 in
1869 to but little over $100,000,000 in 1876. The balance of trade has
been changed from over $130,000,000 against the United States in 1869
to more than $120,000,000 in our favor in 1876.

It is confidently believed that the balance of trade in favor of the
United States will increase, not diminish, and that the pledge of Congress
to resume specie payments in 1879 will be e:sily accomplished, even in
the absence of much-desired further legislation on the subject.

A policy has been adopted toward the Indian tribes inhabiting a large
portion of the territory of the United States which has been humane and
has substantially ended Indian hostilities in the whole land except in a
portion of Nebraska, and Dakota, Wyoming, and Montana Territories—
the Black Hills region and approaches thereto. Hostilities there have
grown out of the avarice of the white man, who has violated our treaty
stipulations in his search for gold. The question might be asked why
the Government has not enforced obedience to the terms of the treaty
prohibiting the occupation of the Black Hills region by whites. The
answer is simple: The first immigrants to the Black Hills were removed
by troops, but rumors of rich discoveries of gold took into that region
increased numbers. Gold has actually been found in paying quantity,
and an effort to remove the miners would only result in the desertion of
the bulk of the troops that might be sent there to remove them. All
difficulty in this matter has, however, been removed—subject to the
approval of Congress—by a treaty ceding the Black Hills and approaches
to settlement by citizens.

The subject of Indian policy and treatment is so fully set forth by the
Secretary of the Interior and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and my
views so fully expressed therein, that I refer to their reports and recom-
mendations as my own.

The relations of the United States with foreign powers continue on a
friendly footing.

Questions have arisen from time to time in the foreign relations of the
Government, but the United States have been happily free during the past
year from the complications and embarrassments which have surrounded
some of the foreign powers.

The diplomatic correspondence submitted herewith contains informa-
tion as to certain of the matters which have occupied the Government.

The cordiality which attends our relations with the powers of the earth
has been plainly shown by the general participation of foreign nations
in the exhibition which has just closed and by the exertions made by

distant powers to show their interest in and friendly feelings toward
M P—vor, viI—26
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the United States in the commemoration of the centennial of the nation.
The Government and people of the United States have not only fully
appreciated this exhibition of kindly feeling, but it may be justly and
fairly expected that no small benefits will result both to ourselves and
other nations from a better acquaintance, and a better appreciation of our
mutual advantages and mutual wants.

Congress at its last session saw fit to reduce the amount usually appro-
priated for foreign intercourse by withholding appropriations for repre-
sentatives of the United States in certain foreign countries and for certain
consular officers, and by reducing the amounts usually appropriated for
certain other diplomatic posts, and thus necessitating a change in the
grade of the representatives. For these reasons, immediately upon the
passage of the bill making appropriations for the diplomatic and consular
service for the present fiscal year, instructions were issued to the repre-
sentatives of the United States at Bolivia, Ecuador, and Colombia, and to
the consular officers for whom no appropriation had been made, to close
their respective legations and consulates and cease from the performance
of their duties; and in like manner steps were immediately taken to sub-
stitute chargés d’affaires for ministers resident in Portugal, Denmark,
Greece, Switzerland, and Paraguay.

While thoroughly impressed with the wisdom of sound economy in
the foreign service, as in other branches of the Government, I can not
escape the conclusion that in some instances the withholding of appro-
priations will prove an expensive economy, and that the small retrench-
ment secured by a change of grade in certain diplomatic posts is not an
adequate consideration for the loss of influence and importance which
will attend our foreign representatives under this reduction. I am of the
opinion that a reexamination of the subject will cause a change in some
instances in the conclusions reached on these subjects at the last session
of Congress.

The Court of Commissioners of Alabama Claims, whose functions were
continued by an act of the last session of Congress until the 1st day of
January, 1877, has carried on its labors with diligence and general satis-
faction. By a report from the clerk of the court, transmitted herewith,
bearing date November 14, 1876, it appears that within the time now
allowed by law the court will have disposed of all the claims presented
for adjudication. ‘T'his report also contains a statement of the general
results of the labors of the court to the date thereof. It is a cause of
satisfaction that the method adopted for the satisfaction of the classes
of claims submitted to the court, which are of long standing and justly

entitled to early consideration, should have proved successful and ac-
ceptable.

It is with satisfaction that I am enabled to state that the work of the
joint commission for determining the boundary line between the United
States and British possessions from the northwest angle of the Lake of
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the Woods to the Rocky Mountains, commenced in 1872, has been com-
pleted. The final agreements of the commissioners, with the maps, have
been duly signed, and the work of the commission is complete.

"The fixing of the boundary upon the Pacific coast by the protocol of
March 10, 1873, pursuant to the award of the Emperor of Germany by
Article XXXIV of the treaty of Washington, with the termination of the
work of this commission, adjusts and fixes the entire boundary between
the United States and the British possessions, except as to the portion of
territory ceded by Russia to the United States under the treaty of 1867.
The work intrusted to the commissioner and the officers of the Army
attached to the commission has been well and satisfactorily performed.
The original of the final agreement of the commissioners, signed upon
the 2gth of May, 1876, with the original official ‘‘lists of astronomical
stations observed,”’ the original official ‘‘list of monuments marking the
international boundary line,’”” and the maps, records, and general reports
relating to the commission, have been deposited in the Departmen!: of
State. The official report of the commissioner on the part of the United
States, with the report of the chief astronomer of the United States, will
be submitted to Congress within a short time.

I reserve for a separate communication to Congress a statement of the
condition of the questions which lately arose with Great Britain respect-
ing the surrender of fugitive criminals under the treaty of 1842.

The Ottoman Government gave notice, under date of January 15, 1874,
of its desire to terminate the treaty of 1862, concerning commerce and
navigation, pursuant to the provisions of the twernty-second article thereof.
Under this notice the treaty terminated upon the sth day of June, 1876.
That Government has invited negotiations toward the conclusion of a
new treaty. _

By the act of Congress of March 23, 1874, the President was author-
ized, when he should receive satisfactory information that the Ottoman
Government or that of Egypt had organized new tribunals like.ly to
secure to citizens of the United States the same impartial justice enjoyed
under the exercise of judicial functions by diplomatic and consular offi-
cers of the United States, to suspend the operation of the a.ct f]f :.[m‘:.e 22,
1860, and to accept for citizens of the United States the ]1.1.1‘1.5(‘11(':1:10[1 of
the new tribunals. Satisfactory information having been recelved. of 'the
organization of such new tribunals in Egypt, I caused a proclau_xatxon* to
be issued upon the 27th of March last, suspending the' (?peratlon of the
act of June 22, 1860, in Egypt, according to the provisions of th? r-JLct.
A copy of the proclamation accompanies this message. "I‘he United
States has united with the other powers in the organization of tl"uese
courts. It is hoped that the jurisdictional questions vf'hich have arisen
may be readily adjusted, and that this advance in judicial reform may be
hindered by no obstacles.

#Sec pp. 390-391.
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The necessary legislation to carry into effect the convention respect-
ing commercial reciprocity concluded with the Hawaiian Islands in 1875
having been had, the proclamation to carry into effect the convention, as
provided by the act approved August 15, 1876, was duly issued upon the
gth day of September last. A copy thereof accompanies this message.*

The commotions which have been prevalent in Mexico for some time
past, and which, unhappily, seem to be not yet wholly quieted, have led
to complaints of citizens of the United States of injuries by persons in
authority. It is hoped, however, that these will ultimately be adjusted
to the satisfaction of both Governments. The frontier of the United
States in that quarter has not been exempt from acts of violence by citi-
zens of one Republic on those of the other. The frequency of these is
supposed to be increased and their adjustment made more difficult by the
considerable changes in the course of the lower part of the Rio Grande
River, which river is a part of the boundary between the two countries.
These changes have placed on either side of that river portions of land
which by existing conventions belong to the jurisdiction of the Govern-
ment on the opposite side of the river. The subject of adjustment of this
cause of difficulty is under consideration between the two Republics.

The Government of the United States of Colombia has paid the award
in the case of the steamer Montijo, seized by authorities of that Gov-
ernment some years since, and the amount has been transferred to the
claimants.

It is with satisfaction that I am able to announce that the joint com-
mission for the adjustment of claims between the United States and
Mexico under the convention of 1868, the duration of which has been
several times extended, has brought its labors to a close. From the
report of the agent of the United States, which accompanies the papers
transmitted herewith, it will be seen that within the time limited by the

commission 1,017 claims on the part of citizens of the United States
against Mexico were referred to the commission. Of these claims 831
were ‘dismissed or disallowed, and in 186 cases awards were made in
favor of the claimants against the Mexican Republic, amounting in the
aggregate to $4,125,622.20. Within the same period 998 claims on the
part of citizens of the Mexican Republic against the United States were
referred to the commission. Of these claims 831 were dismissed or dis-
allowed, and in 167 cases awards were made in favor of the claimants
against the United States, amounting in the aggregate to $150,498.41.

By the terms of the convention the amount of these awards is to be
deducted from the amount awarded in favor of our citizens against
Mexico, and the balance only to be paid by Mexico to the United States,
leaving the United States to make provision for this proportion of the
awards in favor of its own citizens.

I invite your attention to the legislation which will be necessary to
provide for the payment,

*See pp. 394-395.
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In this connection I am pleased to be able to express the acknowledg-
ments due to Sir Edward Thornton, the umpire of the commission, who
has given to the consideration of the large number of claims sybmit-ted to
him much time, unwearied patience, and that firmness and 111te111ge11ce
which are well known to belong to the accomplished representatlve.of
Great Britain, and which are likewise recognized by the representative
in this country of the Republic of Mexico.

Monthly payments of a very small part of the amount due by the G.O\‘-
ernment of Venezuela to citizens of the United States on account of claims
of the latter against that Government continue to be made with reason-
able punctuality. That Government has proposed to change the system
which it has hitherto pursued in this respect by issuing bonds for part of
the amount of the several claims. The proposition, however, could not,
it is supposed, properly be accepted, at least without the consent of the
holders of certificates of the indebtedness of Venezuela. These are S0
much dispersed that it would be difficult, if not impossible, to ascertain
their disposition on the subject.

In former messages I have called the attention of Congress to the
necessity of legislation with regard to fraudulent naturalizat_ion and to
the subject of expatriation and the election of nationality.

The numbers of persons of foreign birth seeking a home in the United
States, the ease and facility with which the honest emigrant may, after
the lapse of a reasonable time, become possessed of all the pri\'ileges of
citizenship of the United States, and the frequent occasions which induce
such adopted citizens to return to the country of their birth render the
subject of naturalization and the safeguards which experien:ce has proved
necessary for the protection of the honest naturalized citizen of para-
mount importance. The very simplicity in the requirements of 13:\\' on
this question affords opportunity for fraud, and the want of uniformity 1n
the proceedings and records of the various courts and in the forms of the
certificates of naturalization issued affords a constant source of difficulty.

I suggest no additional requirements to the acquisition of citizenship
bevond those now existing, but I invite the earnest attention of Congress
to the necessity and wisdom of some provisions regarding uniformity in
the records and certificates, and providing against the frauds which
frequently take place and for the vacating of a record of naturalization
obtained in fraud.

These provisions are needed in aid and for the protection of the honest
citizen of foreign birth, and for the want of which he is made to suffer
not infrequently. The United States has insisted upon the right of expa-
triation, and has obtained, after a long struggle, an admission of the prin-
ciple contended for by acquiescence therein on the part of many foreign
powers and by the conclusion of treaties on that subject. It is, however,
but justice to the government to which such naturalized citizens have
formerly owed allegiance, as well as to the United States, that certain




