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mechanical pursuits. A similar school was established this year at For-
est Grove, Oreg., for the education of Indian youth on the Pacific Coast.
In addition to this, thirty-six Indian boys and girls were selected from
the Eastern Cherokees and placed in boarding schools in North Carolina,
where they are to receive an elementary English education and training
in industrial pursuits. The interest shown by Indian parents, even
among the so-called wild tribes, in the education of their children is
very gratifying, and gives promise that the results accomplished by the
efforts now making will be of lasting benefit.

The expenses of Indian education have so far been drawn from the per-
manent civilization fund at the disposal of the Department of the Interior,
but the fund is now so much reduced that the continuance of this bene-
ficial work will in the future depend on specific appropriations by Comn-
gress for the purpose; and I venture to express the hope that Congress
will not permit institutions so fruitful of good results to perish for want
of means for their support. On the contrary, an increase of the num-
ber of such schools appears to me highly advisable.

The past year has been unusually free from disturbances among the
Indian tribes. An agreement has been made with the Utes by which
they surrender their large reservation in Colorado in consideration of an
annuity to be paid to them, and agree to settle in severalty on certain
lands designated for that purpose, as farmers, holding individual title to
their land in fee simple, inalienable for a certain period. In this way a
costly Indian war has been avoided, which at one time seemed imminent,
and for.the first time in the history of the country an Indian nation has
given up its tribal existence to be settled in severalty and to live as indi-
viduals under the common protection of the laws of the country.

The conduct of the Indians throughout the country during the past
year, with but few noteworthy exceptions, has been orderly and peaceful.
The guerrilla warfare carried on for two years by Victoria and his ‘band
of Southern Apaches has virtually come to an end by the death of that
chief and most of his followers on Mexican soil. The disturbances
caused on otir northern frontier by Sitting Bull and his men, who had
taken refuge in the British dominions, are also likely to cease. A large
majority of his followers have surrendered to our military forces, and the
remainder are apparently in progress of disintegration.

I concur with the Secretary of the Interior in expressing the earnest
hope that Congress will at this session take favorable action on the bill
providing for the allotment of lands on the different reservations in sev-
eralty to the Indians, with patents conferring fee-simple title inalienable
for a certain period, and the eventual disposition of the residue of the
reservations for general settlement, with the consent and for the benefit
of the Indians, placing the latter under the equal protection of the laws of
the country. This measure, together with a vigorous prosecution of our
educational efforts, will work the most important and effective advance
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toward the solution of the Indian problem, in preparing for the gradual
merging of our Indian population.in the great body of American citi-
zenship.

A large increase is reported in the disposal of public lands for settle-
ment during the past year, which marks the prosperous growth of our
agricultural industry and a vigorous movement of population toward
our unoccupied lands. As this movement proceeds, the codification of
our land laws, as well as proper legislation to regulate the disposition
of public lands, become of more pressing necessity, and I therefore invite
the consideration of Congress to the report and the accompanying draft
of a bill made by the Public I ands Commission, which were communicated
by me to Congress at the last session. Early action upon this important
subject is highly desirable.

The attention of Congress is again asked to the wasteful depredations
committed on our public timber lands and the rapid and indiscriminate
destruction of our forests. The urgent necessity for legislation to this
end is now generally recognized. In view of the lawless character of
the depredations committed and the disastrous consequences which will
inevitably follow their continuance, legislation has again and again been
recommended to arrest the evil and to preserve for the people of our
Western States and Territories the timber needed for domestic and other
essential uses.

The report of the Director of the Geological Survey is a document of
unusual interest. The consolidation of the various geological and geo-
graphical surveys and exploring enterprises, each of which has heretofore
operated upon an independent plan, without concert, can not fail to be of
great benefit to all those industries of the country which depend upon the
development of our mineral resources. The labors of the scientific men,
of recognized merit, who compose the corps of the Geological Survey,
during the first season of their field operations and inquiries, appear to
have been very comprehensive, and will soon be communicated to Con-
gress in a number of volumes. The Director of the Survey recommends
that the investigations carried on by his bureau, which so far have been
confined to the so-called public-land States and Territories, be extended
over the entire country, and that the necessary appropriation be made for
this purpose. ‘This would be particularly beneficial to the iron, coal,
and other mining interests of the Mississippi Valley and of the Eastern and
Southern States. The subject is commended to the careful consideration
of Congress.

The Secretary of the Interior asks attention to the want of room in
the public buildings of the capital, now existing and in progress of con-
struction, for the accommodation of the clerical force employed and of
the public records. Necessitv has compelled the renting of private
buildings in different parts of the city for the location of public offices,

for which a large amount of rent is annually paid, while the separation
M P—vor viI—40
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of offices belonging to the same Department impedes the transaction of
current business. The Secretary suggests that the blocks surrounding
Lafayette Square on the east, north, and west be purchased as the sites
for new edifices for the accommodation of the Government offices, leaving
the square itself intact, and that if such buildings were constructed upon
a harmonious plan of architecture they would add much to the beauty of
the national capital, and would, together with the Treasury and the new
State, Navy, and War Department building, form one of the most impos-
ing groups of public edifices in the world.

The Commissioner of Agriculture expresses the confident belief that
his efforts in behalf of the production of our own sugar and tea have
‘been encouragingly rewarded. The importance of the results attained
have attracted marked attention at home and have received the special
consideration of foreign nations. 'The successful cultivation of our own
tea and the manufacture of our own sugar would make a difference of
many millions of dollars aunually in the wealth of the nation.

The report of the Commissioner asks attention particularly to the con-
tinued prevalence of an infectious and contagious cattle disease known
and dreaded in Europe and Asia as cattle plague, or pleuro-pneumonia.
A mild type of this disease in certain sections of our country is the occa-
sion of great loss to our farmers and of serious disturbance to our trade
with Great Britain, which furnishes a market for most of our live stock
and dressed meats. The value of neat cattle exported from the United
States for the eight months ended August 31, 1880, was more than
$12,000,000, and nearly double the value for the same period in 1879—
an unexampled increase of export trade. Your early attention is solicited
to this important matter.

The Commissioner of Education reports a continued increase of public
interest in educational affairs, and that the public schools generally
throughout the country are well sustained. Industrial training is at-
tracting deserved attention, and colleges for instruction, theoretical and
practical, in agriculture and mechanic arts, including the Government
schools recently established for the instruction of Indian youth, are gain-
ing steadily in public estimation. The Commissioner asks special atten-
tion to the depredations committed on the lands reserved for the future
support of public instruction, and to the very great need of help from the
nation for schools in the Territories and in the Southern States. The
recommendation heretofore made is repeated and urged, that an educa-
tional fund be set apart from the net proceeds of the sales of the public
lands annually, the income of which and the remainder of the net annual
proceeds to be distributed on some satisfactory plan to the States and the
Territories and the Distriet of Columbia.

The success of the public schools of the District of Columbia, and the
progress made, under the intelligent direction of the board of education
and the superintendent, in supplying the educational requirements of the
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District with thoroughly trained and efficient teachers, is very gratifying.
The acts of Congress, from time to time, donating public lands to the
several States and Territories in aid of educational interests have proved
to be wise meastres of public policy, resulting in great and lasting benefit.
It would seem to be a matter of simple justice to extend the benefits of this
legislation, the wisdom of which has been so fully vindicated by experi-
ence, to the District of Columbia.

I again commend the general interests of the District of Columbia to the
favorable consideration of Congress. 'The affairs of the District, as shown
by the report of the Commissioners, are in a very satisfactory condition.

In my annual messages heretofore’ and in my special message of De-
cember 19, 1879, I have urged upon the attention of Congress the neces-
sity of reclaiming the marshes of the Potomac adjacent to the capital,
and T am constrained by its importance to advert again to the subject.
These flats embrace an area of several hundred acres. They are an
impediment to the drainage of the city and seriously impair its health.
It is believed that with this substantial improvement of its river front
the capital would be in all respects one of the most attractive cities
in the world. Aside from its permanent population, this city is necessa-
rily the place of residence of persons from every section of the count‘ry
engaged in the public service. Many others reside here temporarily
for the transaction of business with the Government.

It should not be forgotten that the land acquired will probably be
worth the cost of reclaiming it and that the navigation of the river will

be greatly improved. I therefore again invite the attention of Congress
to the importance of prompt provision for this much needed and too long
delayed improvement. . :

The water supply of the city is inadequate. In addition to t_he ordi-
nary use throughout the city, the consumption by Goxfernment is neces-
sarily very great in the navy-yard, arsenal, and the varn?us Departments,
and a large quantity is required for the proper preservation of t}}e numer-
ous parks and the cleansing of sewers. 1 recommend ’_[hat thls' eiub]ect
receive the early attention of Congress, and that in making provision for
an increased supply such means be adopted as will have in view the
future growth of the city. Temporary expedients for such a purpose
can mot but be wasteful of money, and therefore unwise. A more amp.lu
reservoir, with corresponding facilities for keeping it filled, shm.ﬂd, in
my judgment, be constructed. I commend again to the att_entlon of
Congress the subject of the removal from the.1r present location of the
depots of the several railroads entering the city; and I renew the rec-
ommendations of my former messages in behalf of the erection of a.buﬂd-
ing for the Congressional Library, the completion of the Washington
Montiment, and of liberal appropriations in support of the benevolent,
reformatory, and penal institutions of the District.

RUTHERFORD B. HAYES.
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SPECIAL MESSAGES.

WASHINGTON, December o, r88o.
7o the Senaie of the United States:

T transmit to the Senate, for its consideration with a view to ratifica-
tion, a convention for the establishment, on fixed and uniform bases, of
the exercise of the right of protection in Morocco, and for the settlement
of certain questions connected therewith, between His Excellency the
President of the United States of America; His Majesty the Emperor of
Germany, King of Prussia; His Majesty the Emperor of Austria, King
of Hungary; His Majesty the King of the Belgians; His Majesty the
King of Denmark; His Majesty the King of Spain; His FExcellency
the President of the French Republic; Her Majesty the Queen of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland; His Majesty the King
of Italy; His Majesty the Sultan of Morocco; His Majesty the King of
the Netherlands; His Majesty the King of Portugal and the Algarves,
and His Majesty the King of Sweden and Norway, signed at Madrid
on the 3d day of July last. R. B. HAVES.

EXECUTIVE MANSION, December 73, 7880.
7o the Senate of the United States:
The accompanying documents, received from the Commissioner of
‘Agriculture, are transmitted to the Senate in reply to the resolution
of the 7th instant, relating to contagious diseases of cattle.

R. B. HAVYES.

EXECUTIVE MANSION,

Washington, January 5, r88r.
12 the Senate of the United States:

I transmit, for the consideration of the Senate with a view to ratifica-
tion, a convention between the United States of America and the Empire
of Japan, providing for the reimbursement of certain specified expenses
which may be incurred by either country in consequence of the ship-
wreck on its coasts of the vessels of the other.

R. B. HAYES.

EXECUTIVE MANSION, January s, 1887,
To the Senate of the United States:

In respouse to the resolution of the Senate of June 21, 1879, I here-
with transmit reports* received from the Secretary of the Interior and
the Secretary of War.

¥ R. B. HAVES.

*Tratnsmittiug statements of the number of soldiers and civilians killed and wounded, number
Ofandtans killed, value of property destroyed, and expenses incurred by the United States in cer-
tain Indian wars from 1865 to 1879,
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ExEcuTIvE MANSION,
Washington, January ro, r88r.
To the Senate of the United Stales:

I transmit herewith, for the consideration of the Senate, two treaties™®
signed at Peking on the 17th of November, 1880, by the commissioners
plenipotentiary of the United States and China, respectively, together
with a letter of the Secretary of State in relation thereto, and accom-
panying papers.

R. B. HAYES.

EXECUTIVE MANSION,
Washington, [fanuary ro, r88r.
To the House of Representatives:

I submit herewith, for the information of the House of Representa-
tives, copies of correspondence with the Department of State relating
to an invitation extended by the French Republic to this Government to
send one or more delegates to represent it at an international congress of
electricians to be held at Paris on the r5th day of September, 1881.
It appears from the same correspondence that an international ezchibli~
tion of electricity is to be held at the palace of the Champs Elysées, in
Paris, from August 15, 1881, to the 15th of November following, and it
is therefore suggested by the French authorities that it might be well to
invest the delegates selected to take part in the international congress
with the additional character of commissioners to the international exhi-
bition of electricity. D

In view of the important scientific, industrial, and commercial inter-
ests designed to be promoted by the proposed intemational_ congress of
electricians and exhibition of electricity, I submit the subject to your
favorable consideration and recommend that a suitable appropriat'iou be
made to enable this Government to accept the foregoing im-'ita_tion by
appointing one or more delegates to attend the congress in question.

R. B. HAYES.

EXECUTIVE MANSION,
Washington, January 18, I881.

To the Senate and House of Representatives: :

I have the honor to submit herewith the report of the Pubhc.Lands
Commission, embracing the history and a codification of the publlc-lan'd
laws; and I desire earnestly to invite the attention of Congress to this

important subject. R. B. HAVES.

i i and
* (1) Regulation of Chinese immigration into the United States (2) commercial intercourse

judicial procedure.
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ExXECUTIVE MANSION,
Washington, January 2o, 1881,
70 the Senate of the United States: o e
.I transmit her.ewith to the Senate a letter from the Secretary of State,
with accompanying papers, in relation to the recent effort of the Govern-
ment of the United States to bring about peace between Chile and Peru
and Bolivia.

R. B. HAYES.

ExEcuTivE MANSION, February 1, r88r.
To the Senate and House of Representatives:

In compliance with the request of a large number of intelligent and
bt‘euevolent citizens, and believing that it was warranted by the extraor-
dinary circumstances of the case, on the 18th day of December, 1880
I e.lppointed a commission consisting of George Crook and Nelson Ai
Miles, brigadier-generals in the Army; William Stickney, of the District
of Columbia, and Walter Allen, of K-Iassachusetts, and requested them to
u':onfer with the Ponca Indians in the Indian ‘Territory, and, if in their
]ud_gmer_lt it was advisable, also with that part of the tribe which re-
mained in Dakota, and ‘ to ascertdin the facts in regard to their removal
and present condition so far as was necessary to determine the question
as to what justice and humanity required should be done by the Govern-
ment of the United States, and to report their conclusions and recom-
mendations in the premises.”’

The com'mission, in pursuance of these instructions, having visited the
Ponca Indians at their homes in the Indian Territory and in Dakota
and made a careful investigation of the subject referr;:d to them, have
reported their conclusions and recommendations, and I now submit, their
report, together with the testimony taken, for the consideration of Con-
gress. A minority report by Mr. Allen is also herewith submitted.

On the 27th of December, 1880, a delegation of Ponca chiefs from
th_e Ind%an Territory presented to the Executive a declaration of their
wishes, in which they stated that it was their desire ‘‘to remain on the
lau_ds now occupied by the Poncas in the Indian Territory’’ and ““to
relmq*_uish all their right and interest in the lands formerl},: owned and
occupied by the Ponca tribe in the State of Nebraska and the Territor
of' Dakota;” and the declaration sets forth the compensation which they
will accept for the lands to be surrendered and for the injuries done tz
the tribe by their removal to the Indian Territory. “This declaration

B 3

agreeab]y to the req uest Of the Chiefs ma. i 1 i i W i t i
Lll lt, 1S her& 'S
: g lth ansmltt&d

The pulljlic attention hé-ls frequently been called to the injustice and
wrong which the Ponca tribe of Indians has suffered at the hands of the
Government of the United States. This subject was first brought before
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Congress and the country by the Secretary of the Interior in his annual
report for the year 1877, in which he said:

The case of the Poncas seems entitled to especial consideration at the hands of
Congress. They have always been friendly to the whites. It is said, and,asfarasI
have been able to learn, truthfully, that no Ponca ever killed a white man. The
orders of the Government have always met with obedient compliance at their hands.
Their removal from their old homes on the Missouri River was to them a great hard-
ship. They had been born and raised there. They had houses there in which they
lived according to their ideas of comfort. Many of them had engaged in agricul-
ture and possessed cattle and agricultural implements. They were very reluctant to
leave all this, but when Congress had resolved upon their removal the).' finally over-
came that reluctance and obeyed. Considering their constant good conduct, their
obedient spirit, and the sacrifices they have made, they are Certaiﬁly entitled to more
than ordinary care at the hands of the Government, and I urgently recommend that
liberal provision be made to aid them in their new settlement,

In the same volume the report of E. A. Howard, the agent of the
Poncas, is published, which contains the following:

* * * * * ¥* *

I am of the opinion that the removal of the Poncas from the northern climate of
Dakota to the southern climate of the Inflian Territory at the season of the year it
was done will prove a mistake, and that a great mortality will surely follow among
the people when they shall have been here for a time and become poisoned with the
malaria of the climate. Already the effects of the climate may be seen upon them in
the ennui that seems to have settled upon each and in the large number now sick.

Tt is a matter of astonishment to me that the Government should have ordered
the removal of the Ponca Indians from Dakota to the Indian Territory without hay-
ing first made some provision for their settlement and comfort. Before their removal
was carried into effect an appropriation should have been made by Congress sufficient
to have located them in their new home, by building a comfortable house for the
occupancy of every family of the tribe. As the case now is, no appropriation has
been made by Congress, except for a sum but little more than sufficient to remove
them: no houses have been built for their use, and the result is that these people
have been placed on an uncultivated reservation to live in their tents as best they

may, and await further legislative action.
* * * * * * *

These Indians claim that the Government had no right to move them from their
reservation without first obtaining from them by purchase or treaty the title which
they had acquired from the Government, and for which they rendered a valua-

They claim that the date of the settlement of their tribe upon

ble consideration.
t they were all born

the land composing their old reservation is prehistoric; tha
there, and that their ancestors from generations back beyond their knowledge were
born and lived upen its soil, and that they finally acquired a complete and perfect
title from the Government by a treaty made with the *‘Great Father” at Washing-
ton, which they claim made it as legitimately theirs as is the home of the white
man acquired by gift or purchase.

= * * L * # *
The subject was again referred to in similar terms in the annual report

of the Interior Department for 1878, in the reports of the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs and of the agent for the Poncas, and in 1879 the Secre-
tary of the Interior said:

That the Poncas were grievously wrong
the Missouri River to the Indian Territory,

ed by their removal from their location on
their old reservation having, bya mistake
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in making the Sioux treaty, been transferred to the Sioux, has been at length and
repeatedly set forth in my reports, as well as those of the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs. All that could be subsequently done by this Department in the absence of
new legislation to repair that wrong and to indem
done with more than ordinary solicitude. They

tion for themselves in the Indian Territory, the Quapaw Reserve, to which they had
first been taken, being objectionable to them. They chose a tract of country on the
Arkansas River and the Salt Fork northwest of the Pawnee Reserve,
new reservation personally to satisfy myself of their condition.
occupy are among the very best in the Indian Territory in point of fertility, well
watered and well timbered, and admirably adapted for agriculture as well as stock
raising. In this respect their new reservation is unquestionably superior to that
which they left behind them on the Missouri River. Seventy houses have been built
by and for them, of far better quality than the miserable huts they formerly occu-
pied in Dakota, and the construction of a larger number is now in progress, so that,
as the agent reports, every Ponca family will

be comfortably housed before January,
A very liberal allowance of agricultural implements and stock cattle has been given
them, and if they apply themselves to agricultural work there is no doubt that their
condition will soon be far more prosperous than it has ever been before. During the

first year after their removal to the Indian Territory they lost a comparativel y large
-number of their people by death, in consequence of the change of climate, which is
greatly to be deplored: but their sanitary condition is now very much improved. The
death rate among them during the present year has been very low, and the number of

cases of sickness is constantl y decreasing. Itis thought that they are now sufficiently
acclimated to be out of danger.

L3 * * * *

nify them for their losses has been
were permitted to select a new loca-

I visited their
The lands they now

* *

A committee of the Senate, after a very full
on the 31st of May,
both the majority

investigation of the subject,
1880, reported their conclusions to the Senate, and
and minority of the committee agreed that ‘¢
wrong had been done to the Ponca Indians,’’
mittee say:

a great
The majority of the com-

* * + # # # -
gthen the Government in a just policy to the Indians so much as
ts willingness to do ample and complete justice whenever
s inflicted a wrong upon a weak and trusting tribe,
States to hope for any confidence to be reposed in ¢

hall be shown on their part a readiness to do justice,

Nothing can stren
a demonstration of i
be shown that it ha
sible for the United
Indians until there s

it can
It is impos-
hem by the

The minority report is equaliy explicit as to the duty of the Govern-
ment to repair the wrong done the Poncas, It says:

*x * * * * * *

We should be more prompt and anxious because the

In my judgment we should be Iiberal to the verge of

of our money to improve their condition, so that they

although, like all nations and
ample reparation,

y are weak and we are strong.
lavishness in the expenditure
and all others may know that,
all men, we may do wrong, we are willing to make

The report of the commissios
Crook was chairman, and the te
tigations, add very
reports of the Secr

1 appointed by me, of which General
stimony taken by them and their inves-
little to what was already contained in the official
etary of the Interior and the report of the Senate
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committee touching the injustice done to the Pon::as by tim:;;;zglc{:;lﬂtlc;
the Indian Territory. Happily, 110\j.'ever, t%le e\'ldetlc;mip‘)ﬂv s
commission and their recommendations point out cg:iite& St:;tes
measures of redress which the Government of the Ut

no’\l\‘]:;) :(i(ljllz:ission in their conclusions omit. to state ﬂ}e 111}11‘p01]“:'t1;11’t\f';:t1t1;
as to the present condition of the Poncas m thellndlmll; qi,\,c;h. th;lt. o
the evidence they have reported s_hows clea%'l_\' and }cor c e ﬂti_gﬁed e
Poncas now residing in that Territory, 521 1n number, are satisae
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that they have freely and firmly decidedl to adhere to t]lle ch?l;ee g::]?g;:e_d
in thcir'letter of October 25, 1880, and in the declaration o1 .D ik 27,
3 .main in the Indian Territory and not to return to Da -
i to'r'L'IIW‘c reported also shows that the fragment of tll? Ponca
tn;l:fzi;c\lllz;;: 150 Iim-u number—which is still in Dakota and Nebraska
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i : ati f the chiefs of December last,
issi 2 rith the declaration of the ¢ :
mmission, together with . . i
'C;) %ubst'mtiall\‘j followed, will afford a solution of the Pr_mcal quesf o
i\*l{ich.i; cmlsi;teut with the wishes and interests of both héanc‘ 1;:;1\' .
tribe. with the settled Indian policy of the Government, and, as nearly as
' i i ds of justice.
is now practicable, with the deman o
’ g ‘; tleueml Indian policy for the future should embrace the following
urg : y
ing ideas: o ; i :
leald ';he Indians should be prepared for citizenship by }.,1\11;,0?’ ;(o_the:'
' e i 2 ion w is re-
;oung of both sexes that industrial and general (dliCElthlf ;} hic 1tecti0n
;uire?l to enable them to be self-supporting and capable of seli-pro
in a civilized community. 2 ; . 2
m;l Lands should be allotted to the Indians in severalty, inalienable
ertain period. : ; = e
: C3 Th(:1 Indians should have a fair compensation tfor t!:erlr 1"111;3551]“’
reqtlﬁrcd for individual allotments, the amount to be invested, w
5, T ir benefit. =
able safeguards, for their : el
With these prerequisites secured, the Indmn?. should be n;jibmtic%
ze:‘-s and invested with the rights and charged with the respons <
of citizenship. e e
It is therefore recommended that legislation be adopItezl ;11:) s
the Ponca Indians, authorizing the Secre:ta'r)f of the 1n.e i
to the individual members of the Ponca tribe, in severa t:‘i‘tile St
for their support. inalienable for a term of years c';mdt unt;i . 1;16 ﬁ._me o
ienati 7 red by the President.
upon alienation may be removed by : Sl
ogportunit)' should be given to the members of the tnbi'freely to
: i i 7 yation.
their allotments either on their old or their new reser;) e s
Full compensation should be made for the lands to c; + irqremwal i
their losses by the Sioux depredations and by reason of the
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the Indian Territory, the amount not to be less than the sums named
in the declaration of the chiefs made December 27, 1880.

In short, nothing should be left undone to show to the Indians that
the Government of the United States regards their rights as equally
sacred with those of its citizens.

The time has come when the policy should be to place the Indians
as rapidly as practicable on the same footing with the other permanent
inhabitants of our country.

I do not undertake to apportion the blame for the injustice done to
the Poncas. Whether the Executive or Congress or the public is chiefly
in fault is not now a question of practical importance. As the Chief
Executive at the time when the wrong was consummated, I am deeply
sensible that enough of the responsibility for that wrong justly attaches
to me to make it my particular duty and earnest desire to do all I can to
give to these injured people that measure of redress which is required
alike by justice and by humanity.

RUTHERFORD B. HAVES.

Ex®CUTIVE MANSION,
Washington, February 2, 188r.
70 the House of Representatives:

I transmit herewith, for consideration and appropriate action by Con-
gress, a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, in relation to the proposed
establishment of naval stations of the United States on the American
Isthmus. In this paper the current testimony of prominent officers of
this Government for a long series of years, as to the feasibility and neces-
sity of establishing such stations and the great advantage to flow there-
from to the naval and commercial interests of the United States, is clearly
set forth, and the considerations adduced can not but commend them-
selves, I am confident, to the careful attention of Congress. Convinced
of the wisdom and propriety of the suggestions thus presented, I recom-
mend to Congress the appropriation of the sum named by the Secretary
of the Navy, to be at his disposal at once, for expenditure as soon as
suitable arrangements can be made to the proposed end.

R. B. HAVES.

EXECUTIVE MANSION, February ¢, 1881,
7o the Senate and House of Representatives:

I herewith transmit a communication from the Secretary of the Nayy
with reference to the dispatch of a vessel for the relief of the Jeannette

polar expedition, and commend the recommendations of the Secretary to
the prompt and favorable action of Congress.

R. B, HAYES,
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ExXECUTIVE MANSION, February rg, 1881.
To the Senate and House of Representalives:

I herewith transmit the final report addressed to me by the commis-
sioners appointed under the act of Congress approved July 19, 1876,
authorizing the repavement of that part of Pennsylvania avenue lying
between the Treasury Department and the Capitol Grounds.

R. B. HAYES.

WASHINGTON, February 17, 1881.
To the House of Representatives:

I transmit herewith a report of the Secretary of State, in response to
the resolution addressed to him by the House of Representatives of the
315t of January ultimo, on the subject of international action for the res-
toration of silver to full use as money.

The prospect of an early international conference, promising valuable
results in accordance with the interests of this country, is such that I rec-
ommend to the immediate attention of Congress an appropriation provid-
ing for the proper representation of this Government at such conference.

R. B. HAYES.

WASHINGTON, February 21, 1881.
To the Senate of the United States:

In compliance with the resolution of the Senate of 15th of June, 1880,
requesting the Secretary of State to report to that body at its next regu-
lar session what changes, if any, of the laws regulating the management
of the Department of State, or of the divisions and the bureaus thereof,
are necessary or would be beneficial in promoting the efficiency or econ-
omy of its administration or management, and also to make report con-
cerning the mode of keeping the departmental accounts, the checks and
safeguards upon expenditures, and the administrative or clerical changes
for the better which may suggest themselves as expedient, I transmit
herewith a report from the Secretary of State upon the subjects embraced
in that resolution so far as they touch the Department of State.

R. B. HAVES.

EX®CUTIVE MANSION, February 25, 1881.
Tv the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, for the consideration of the Senate with a view to
advising and consenting to the ratification thereof, a convention for the
extradition of criminals, between the United States of America and the
United States of Colombia, signed at Bogoté on the 3d of January, 1881.
I also transmit certain correspondence touching the negotiation of said

convention, R. B. HAYES.




