344 The Influence of the Holy Spirit.
WHIT-SUNDAY.
For the Influence of the Holy Spirit.

* LORD of all power and might, who didst
send down the Holy Ghost from Heaven in the
likeness of fiery tongues lighting upon the
Apostles,. and didst produce in them the most
glorious effects, by turning their ignorance into
learning, their fear into courage, their weakness
into strength, and their sorrow into joy ; and not-
withstanding all the devices of Satan, hast caused
the glad tidings of the Gospel to be preached
unto all the nations of theworld; let this divine
Comforter ‘enter into my soul, and dwell there,
that it may appear both by my life and conver-
sation that thy grace doth rule in my heart, and
influence my conduct. Fill my mind with holy
thoughts and resolutions; Tenew a right spirit
within me; and fix my wavering piety into a re-
gular and constant course of virtue and holiness,
And if at any time I have resisted thy blessed
inspirations; and quenched those holy flames,
which'thou hast kindled in my breast, so purify
my heart by thy heavenly srace, and mortify all
those vices that are in me; so send thy grace tg
check mine unsteadiness, and to show me the
dreadful state of impenitent sinners; so strike
my regardless soul with terror and amazement,
and set before mine eyes the beauteous prospect
of a pious life, that I may know and love thee,
the only God, and constantly do those things
that are lawful and right and pleasing and
acceptable unto thee. Strengthen me, I beseech
thee, with the influence of thy blessed Spirit, the
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Holy Ghost the Comforter, and daily increase
in me the manifold gifts of grace, the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel

+ and strength, the spirit of knowledge and true

godliness; that so, walking by thy grace here, I
may be fitted for thy glory hereafter. Grant
this, O Lord, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Amen.

For Grace.

GRACIOUS God, whos hast promised e give
thy Holy Spirit to them that ask; vouchsafe
unto me, Ibeseech thee, its all powerful influence
to cleanse my polluted nature, to comfort me in
all my troubles, to succour me in temptations,
and to assist me in the discharge of my duty,
that I may be enabled to walk in thy faith and
fear all the days of my life. To thy gracious
protection I commit my soul, O thou that art
faithful, as well as good ; watch over me there-
fore, that I be not beguiled by the deceitfulness
of sin, by the contagion of mine own corrupt
heart, or the malice of m Y spiritual enemies; but
may so watch and pray that I enter not inio
templation; and after having lived the life of
grace here, may inherit thy glory hereafter in
another and a better world, for the sake of Jesus
Christ.  Amen.

TRINITY SUNDAY.

The Trinity in Unity.

L.ORD God Almighty. who dwellestina blase
of glory inaccessiblé'to human sight, and whom
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346 The Trinity in Unity.

none by searching can find out unto perfection;
who, by the visible descent of thy Son to redegm
the world, and of thy Holy Spirit to sanctify
thy people, hast wonderfully made thy Chureh's
Own experience facilitate our faith in the ncom-
prehensible Trinity; grant me, I beseech thee, in
heart and voice to profess this high and superna-
tural truth ; and, rejecting all the fallacious sug-
gestions of mine imperfect reason, humbly o
adorethisineffable mystery;and in the powerof the
Divine Majesty to worship the Unity, till T come
hereafter to thy blissful Presence; and obtain the
fruition of thy elorious Godhead. Enable me,
by the ‘powerful influence of thy Spirit to con-
tinue steadfast in the belisf of this truth, and
plentifully to bring forth fruits agreeable to the
same; that so, by a true faith and a suitable
practice, thy mercy may at last bring me to the
attainment of everlasting salvation ; that I may
evermore dwell with thee, see thee as thou art,
and adore the brightness of thy majesty: and
Join my heart and voice with those whom thou
hast already admitted to that glorious sight,
hymns of joy and praise, saying with all the
company of heaven, Glory be to the Father whose
wisdom hath created us, to the: Son whose love
hath redeemed us, and to the Holy Spirit whose
graces have sanctified us: glory be to the hely
and undivided Trinity, whose works are insepa-
rable, and whose dominion ig without end. Grant
this, O God, for the sake of Jesus Christ.  Amen,

For the Blessings of @ Redeemer.

ETERNAL God, and Fagher of our Lord Jesus
Christ, aceept, I beseech ¢ €, my most grateful

For the Blessings of @ Redeemer, 347

acknowledgments for thy great goodnessin hay-
ing sent thy Son into the world to redeem mapn-
kind, and for the unspeakable blessings of the
gospel. I desire to be ever thankful, that thouy,
Wwho at sundry times and in divers manners didst
speak unto our fathers by thy servants the pro-
phets, hast, in these latter days, spoken unto us
by thy Son Jesus Christ ; who, in the fiulness of
time appeared to bring life and Immortality to
light, and to bless mankind by turning therm from
their iniquities, and purifying unto himself a pe-
culiar people, zealous of good works. ® I bless
thee that for this end he was born, and that for
this cause he came into the world, that he might
bear witness fo the truth; and I sincerely believe
that he is the Chris, the Son of the livine God,
I thank thee for the proofs which he gave that
thou wast with him, even by the miracles which
he wrought, by the prophecies which he uttered »
and fulfilled, by the purity of his doctrines; the
perfection of his precepts, and the excellence of
hisexample. I bless thee, that he has left me a
pattern that I should follow his Steps; that as
he was delivered up for mine offences, and made
perfect by sufferings and death, 5o he was raised
again for my Justification, and declared to be the
Son of God with power by his resurrection from
the dead. I magnify thee, that when he had
shown himself alive after this by many infallible
proofs; he wastaken up into heaven, and set down
on the right hand of God. And I adore thee,
that thou hast appointed a day, in which thog
wilt judge the world in righteousness by him,
and render unto every man according to his
works, May then théSe glorious truths which




348 On the Study of Religion.

are ever presented fo me in the gospel, be deeply
impressed upon my mind. May these powerful
and persuasive motives produce their genu-
ine effects, by freeing my mind from .all evil
passions, and by engaging me to live soberly,
righteously, and godly. May I, by a patient
continuance in well-doing, seek for glory, honour,
and immortality; that so, when Christ, who is
my life, shall appear, T may also appear with him
in glory, and receive the end of my faith and
hope, even an everlasting salvation. Grant this,
O God, f the merits, and through the mediation
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

On the Study of Religion.

ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, with-

out whose help all labonris ineffectual, and with-
eut whose light all search is fruitless and vain,
invigorate my studies and direct mine inquiries,
that I may, by due diligence and right discern-
rent, establish myself and others in the profes-
sion of thy holy faith. Take not, O Lord, thy
Holy Spirit from me ; let not evil thoughts have
dominion in my mind; let me not linger in igno-
rance, but enlighten and support me, that the
course which I am now beginning may proceed
according to thylaws, and end in the enjoyment of
thyfavour. Enableme to fix my heart upon the
reward which thou hast promised in thy Gospel
to them that serve thee. Grant me, according
to the riches of thy glory, to be strengthened with
might by thy Spiritin the inner man; that Christ
may dwell in my hear by faith; that, being
rooted and grounded i Yove, I may be able to

Study of the Scriptures. 349

comprehend with all saints what is the breadth,
and length, and depth, and height of the Christian
mystery ; and to know the love of Christ, which
passeth knowledge, that I may be filled with all
the fulness of God.. Nogr unto thee, who art
able to. do exceeding abundantly above all that
we can ask or think, according to the power that
worketh in us, unto thee he glory in the church
by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, world with-
out end. Amen.

For Assistance in the Study of the Scriptures.
ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, by whose

gracious providence the gospel was first preached
to thy people Isracl, and from them widely
spread through the different nations of the world,
that it might be a light to lighten the Gentiles,
and to give the knowledge of salvation to all the
kingdoms of the earth; assist me continually
with thy wisdom in the study of these holy
Scriptures.  Direct me with thy grace in fol-
lowing the precepts of my blessed Master Jesus

" Chnist; and his holy disciples, and of all those -

who have been, at any time, and in any manner,
thy great and holy instruments in teaching vir-
tue to mankind ; that from these instructions I
may learn the highest degrees of piety, of cha-
rity, and of love. Grant by the assistance of
thy grace that I may pass my life from child-
hood to old age in such a constant study of
them, as may not be unfruitful in good works;
and that I may atlast, like the pious Simeon of
old, depart in peace, and welcome death with his
serenity and joy, in'sure and certain hope of the
30




850 Inquisitive and perplezing Thoughts.

resurrection to eternal life, and of the enjoyment
of all those blessings which are promised to thy
faithful followers in the blessed gospel of thy
Son. Grant this, I beseech thee, through the
merits and mediation of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Aganst inquisitive and perplexing Thoughts.

ArLMIcHTY God, my Maker and Protector,
who hast graciously sent me into this world to
work out my salvation; enable me, by the as-
sistance of thy Holy Spirit, to root out all such
unquiei and perplexing thoughts as may mislead
or hinder me in the practice of these duties
which thou hast required. - When I behold the
works of thy hands, and consider the course of
thy providence, cive me grace always to remen-
ber that thy thoughts are not my thoughts, nor
thy ways my ways. And while it shall please
thee to continue me in this world, where much
is to be done, and so little to be known, teach
me by the holy Spirit to withdraw my mind
from all unprofitable and dangergus inquiries,
from difficulties vainly curious, and from doubts
impossible to be solved. . Let me rejoice in that
light which thou hast imparied; let me serve
thee with active zeal, and humble confidence;
and wait with patient expectation for the time,
in which the soul that thou receivest shall be
satisfied with all knowledge, and welcomed to
those mansions of eternal glory, which eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, nor hath it even entered
into the heart of man to coneeive. Grant this,
O Loxd, for the sake of Jesus Christ.  Amen.

For Zeal. 351
For Grace to Suffer as a good Christian,

0 Lord, Jesus Christ, who, in thy wise provi-
dence, hast thought fit to call thy faithful ser-
vants to bear their cross, and to suffer for thy
sake, who didst endure for them the agonies of a
most ignominious death; bring me not, 1 be-
seech thee, to this trial, till thou hast fitted and
prepared me for it; and lay no more upon me
than thou wilt enable me manfully to endure,
Let me not rashly expose myself to danger with-
out thy call, nor suffer for mine own folly, or for
any wilful or affected error.  Give me grace to
live according to the rules of thy most holy
faith, that I may have courage and comfort in
all my sufferings. Preserve me steadfast in the
belief of thy heavenly truths, and undaunted in
their profession. Give me patience to bear my
cross, and meekness to endure with my persecu-
tors ; mercy to forgive their wrongs, and charity
to pray to thee for their forgiveness, Enable me
to trust in thy goodness for support and deliver-
ance, and to fix my faith upon those heavenly
joys, with which the sufferings of this life are
not worthy to be compared; that so, being made

partaker. of thy sufferings here, I may rejoice

with exceeding joy when thy glory shall be re-
vealed hereafter. To whom with the Father
and the Holy Ghost be all honour and glory
world without end. Amen.

For Zeal.

Gracious God, who art the first and chiefest
good, engage all the powers and faculties of my




For Zeal.

soul to love and delight in thy name, and tc -

place all my trust, affiance and confidence in
thee.  Teach me so to proportion my zeal to the
value of things, that I may love thee, the Lord
my God, with all my heart, with all my soul,
and with all my strength; and, above all, to
seek the kingdom of heaven, and the glories
thereof.  Grant that I may apply my most seri-
ous thoughts to work out my salvation with fear
and trembling. Enlichten mine understanding,
that I may see the wonderous things of thy law;
rectify my will, that I may follow the plain rules
of good, and eschew the ways of cvil; and in
all mine actions fix my heart entirely upon thy
glory. Let my devout prayers be offered in that
retirement where thine all-seeing eye can only
enter.  Make me to consider that the praise of
men is but as smoke which vanisheth away, and
that thy gracious favour is better than life, and
endureth for ever. Teach me heartily to strive
that [ may enter in at the straicht gate, to ficht
the good fight of faith, and to destroy the whole
body of sin. Let my zeal have a, respect unto
all thy commandments that it may never degen-
erate into hypoerisy and faction ; but that I may
always pursue it by just and proper means, and
may never think to promote thy honour; and the
safety of thy church by ways offensive to thee,
and which thou hast strictly forbidden. Let
not the specious pretence of zeal for thy service
betray me into any unreasonable heats, much less
to such actions as thou hast prohibited; let not
any difference in relizion destroy in me that
charity, which is the peduliar mark of thy disci-
ples; but teach me to ecompassionate those that

The Performance of God's Will. 353

are in error, and to pity those prejudz?es which
have so unhappily misled them. Grant that
the uncertainty of all things here below may
call off my mind from the objects of sec_if.lar
happiness; that so, by applying myself entirely
to devotion and charity, justice and sobriety, I
may be prepared in the temper and disposition of
my mind for that happiness which thou hast
promised . to all thy faithful servants, through
the merits of thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

For the Performance of God's Wall on Earth, as
; it is in Heaven.

BLESSED Lord, whose throne is encircled
with myriads of glorious spirits that veil their
faces as unable to behold the brightness of thy
majesty, and who delight in their attendance
upon those ministries whereunto thou hast ap-
pointed them ; I, thine unworthy creature, Ilzros-
trate myself with all humility before thy foot-
stool, humbly beseeching thee to give me grace
to do thy will on earth with the same dlhge?(:f;
and industry, with the same zeal and cheeli ul-
ness, as thy blessed angels perform it in hcelzfltfen,
that so, by imitating their exemplary obe uencii
constant devotion, profound humility, unspott}?

purity, and extensive charity, I may engage t g{
protection in all my necessities; and may plae
ticularly enjoy the advantage of thine a_s:slstlal ch
in my last hour, that dismal conflict wlth_t leat

and the powers of darkness; and being by “ellnn
conducted to the mauSions of glory, I may T'er
advanced 1o a more inzbniate and happy society

)
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354 For Wisdom from Above.

with them in the life to come, through the
merits and mediation of Jesus Christ, my Lord
and Saviour. Amen.

For Wisdom from Above.

8] Almighty God, the Father‘and Lord of the
whole creation, who hath disposed all things
and all events so that they may best glorify thy
wisdom, serve the ends of thy justice, and mag-
nify thy merey; give me, I most humbly be-
seech thee, true wisdom from above, that I may
Jjustly adore thy name, and admire thy ways
and footsteps, which are in the great deep, and
past finding out.  Teach me to submit to thy
providence in all things; to be content in all the
changes and chances of this life; tobe tempe-
rate in prosperity, and to read my duty in the
lines of thy mercy; to be meek, patient, and re-
signed in adversity, and to look through the
cloud, that T may wait for the consolation of the
Lord, and the day of his redemption. Let the
influence of thy Holy Spirit dwell with me for
ever, and make my soul just and charitable, re-
plete with honesty, abundant in religion, reso-
lute in holy purposes, and inflexible to evil.
Teach me to regulate my whole conduct by the
tenor of thy Gospel ; to be humble and obedient,
peaceable and pious; to pay the debt of grati-
tude which I owe for all thy mercies and loving-
kindness, and to dispense, according to my pow=
er, a portion of that good which thou hast be-
stowed upon me to my fellow-ereatures; that so,
by performing my duty here with an unwearied
diligence, and an undisturbed resolution, by hav-

Against Superstition. 355

ing no fondness for the vanities and pursuits of
this world, by laying up my hopes in heaven,
and by being strengthened with the Spirit in the
inner man, I may make the sacrifice of my
heart and the devotion of my soul to the service
of heaven, acceptable in thy sight, who art the
almighty Ruler of the universe, and the Giver
of true wisdom; through the merits and media-
tion of thy Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Against Superstition.

Most gracious God, who art the Anthor and
Giver of all true wisdom, preserve me, I beseech
thes, from the blindness of error, and from the
darkness of superstition. Let me learn that this
is true relicion, to love thee, the only God, with
all my heart, with all my mind, and with all my
strength; to do as much good as I am able to my
fellow creatures; to keep myself pure and un-
spotted from the world; to do justly, to love mei-
¢y, and to walk humbly with my Ged. ' Increase
in me true religion, and defend e from all the
mischiefs of a depraved superstition, and of an
ignorant and misguided zeal. Suffer me not to
be tossed about withvarious winds of doctrine,
or to be imposed upon by the false reasonings of
cunning and subtle men ; but grant that, trusting
to the Holy Seriptures, as the certain rule and
guide of my faith, I may rejoice in the light
which they afford, and constantly helieve in the
truths which they reveal. Let no false interpre-
tations corrupt the purity of my faith, or pretences
to greater illumination ever weaken my steadfast-
ness. Let the watchful eye of thy providence

&




356 For Patience, &c.

be my guard and defence; that constanily ad-
hering to the doctrines which my Saviour
taught, and firmly believing those mysteries
which he hath made known to men, I may be
preserved from all heresies; from those fatal and
evil ‘consequences which attend them in this
world, and from those punishments which are
prepared for them in the next; and may so walk
in the light of thy truth here, that I may hereaf-
ter attain to the light of everlasting life, through
the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ. Amen.

For Patience, founded on a firm Belief of a Fu-
ture State.

LLORD God Almighty, the Father of every
mercy, I, thine unworthy servant, do give thee

most humble and hearty thanks for all thy good-
ness to the children of men; and, above all, for
the hope which thou hast given them of eternal
life and glory in that world which is to come.
Establish me in this firm belief; increase in me
daily these hopes of immortality; and fix this
most certain truth so deeply in my mind, that
nothing in‘this life may be able to erase it. Give
e the wisdom to leamn that even here a life of
virtue has infinitely more pleasure than a life of
wickedness and vice. But as thou sometimes
eallest thy servants to labours, to dangers, and to
other trials, inspire me always with patience and
resolution in all my troubles and adversities,
whensoever they oppress me. Let me boldly
follow the doctrine and example of the Captain
of my salvation, Jesus Christ, who suffered more
than ever I can be called upon to endure. Let
¢

Agavnst Hardness of Heart, 357

me, like him, amid all the changes and chances
of this mortal life, and even in death itself, fix my
hopes on that state, where only true joys are to
be found. Let the thoughts of these eternal re-
wards, which are prepared for such patient con-
tinuance in well-doing, so animate mine endea-
vours, that T may put on the whole armour of
righteousness; and through dangers and labours,
through adversity and death, manfully follow
the footsteps of my heavenly Master, which lead
to life and glory eternal, in another and a better
world. Grant this, O God, through the merits
and mediation of Jesus Christ.  Amaen.

Against Hardness of Heart.

BLESSED God, who alone knowest, and whao
alone canst supply the wants of thy creatures;
thou, who art my strong rock to whom I may in
Christ Jesus boldly resort, hear the voice of my
petition, and be not deaf to my prayer. Preserve
me by thy mighty power from all hardness of
heart, and impart to me a tender and a feeling
spirit.  'When I hear of the power of thy wrath,
let it strike me with awe; when thy ereat mer-
cies and the fulness of thy grace are mentioned,
make me to hunger after them ; and when L com-
mit any sin against thee, let my conscience
smife me, and let it be a cause of sorrow and of
grief. 'When thy word is preached, make it un-
to me a word of power, that I may receive it
with all meekness and reverence. Let me never
shut mine ears against the word of holy ad-
vice, nor harden my heart when I am reproved ;
but rather let me desire to be admonished, weli-
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knowing that if the righteous smx%n}le frlengje!;
it will prove my greatest good. 1 ab B'lfie fi
to resist the beginning of sin, remembering i
suddenly a hardened heart will creep Lip{)l] i
if evil be wilfully encouraged. Cjem:.q m .
make much of thy grace, and laboux t(;q 1111{211&0{
it, lest I be hardened through the deceitfu nes;
sin. Remove far from me the spirit of neg ec:ti
and grant that I may stand upon a c](;mmuctto
guard for the prevention of th:s_» sin; ma. c 11_r11(_-3 2
grow more and more in the fech_ng and be\_\- -aa m.Ei
of mine own corruptions, and in the d_es\ne a111
true apprehension of thy heavenly mercies for_fr 1e'
sake of Jesus Christ, whose blood is the purger
of the conscience, and the softner of the heart.
Amen.

For Hope.

MOS”I‘ gracious God, who art the hope of all
the ends of the earth, and of them that remain u;
the broad sea; in whom our fathers truste_d, and
were delivered; in whom they placed their colil-
fidence, and were not confounded: O thou, who
wast also my hope when I hanged yet up,on my
mother's breast, and to whose careI. have been
lefi ever since I was born; be thou still my hope
and my portion in the land of the living. -TS
this hope set before me I have fled for refuge;

let me lay hold upon, and always find it an an-
chor of the soul both sure and szeaq]{ast, and
which entereth into that within the va_ﬂ. _In all
temptations give me strength to resist; in g}l]
troubles patience to hear, and constancy to perm‘j-
vere in my faith and hope; that the hape of mer-

For the Happiness of Heaven, 359

¢y may keep me from the horror of despair, and
faith in thy word from the sin of presumption,
Confirm my mind more and more by thy gopd-
ness, by the endearment of thy titles, by thy types
and figures, by thy word and by thy works: that
50, having thus attained 1o o sure trust and. pey-
fect reliance on thee, I may not at last ke disap-
pomnted of my Hope. Grant this, O God, for the
sake of Jesus Christ.  Amen,

For the Happiness of Heaven,

Lorp of all power and might, who art the Au-
thor and Giver of every goed thing, I thank thee
for thine infinite mercy in having prepared for
thy faithful servants a hlessed and glorious state
of immortality ; and for havin g shadowed it out
to them in thy gospel by such striking representa-
tions as the weakness and blindness of their pre-
sent nature admit. Grant, O Lord, that these
glorious deseriptions of heaven may inflame my
desires, and quicken mine endeavours to make
myself a partaker of it. = Grant that I may still
be pressing forward towards the hich mark of
my calling, ever remembering that there is no
way thither but throuch the road of this life;
through the pleasant paths and gradual ascents
of true piety and virtue. Give me then, I beseech
thee, the spirit of industry to enter resolutely on
these paths, which are marked with the footsteps
of my hlessed Saviour; with the footsteps of a
multitude of good and pious men, of saints, of
martyrs, and of confessors; of those who have
been thy sincere and faithful servants, and the
true glory of their country. Grant, O Lord, that
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I may follow them in this life, and not be dl':
vided from them in the world which is to ccfmil?l_'
but may be admitted to join the_?prflp?n.y 0 “e -
gels and archangels, and the spirits of just H;he
made perfect, and participate with thesir:n in e
joys and happiness of heaven; through the mer

and mediation of thy Son, Jesus Christ, Amm.

Arainst Sorrow without Hope.

A LMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, ‘glti}-
out whom all purposes are frustrate, and af ef-
forts vain, impart to me the assistance 0 rt‘h}{
Holy Spirit, that I may not serrow a3 ;m? W 1?;&-
out hope, but may return to the duties o my s 8
tion with an humble confidence am}qa firm re }i
ance on thy gracious protection. Grant ﬂm}tl :
may so govern my thoughts and actions, tha
neither business may withdraw my mind f;omrn
thee, nor idleness lay me open to vain }n%agllrzld.-
tions; that neither praise may fill me with pr1 ;,
nor censure with discontent; but that, in all the
changes and chances of this mortal life, I may
fix my heart upon the reward which thou hast
promised to them that serve thee; and that what-
soever things are true, whatsoever tt&mgs are
honest, whatsoever things are just, wnatsote\ier
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely,
whatsoever things are of good report, wherein
thereis virtue, and wherein there is praise, I
may think upon and do them; and finally Ob_tailf
mercy and everlasting happiness in that worla
which isto come. Grant this, O Lord for the
sake of Jesus Christ. Amen.

In Time of Temptation, 361
In Time of Tempiation.

AiMicaTY and everlasting God, the roek of
ages, and the help of all that put their trust in
thy name, I flee unto thee for suceour against
the face of mine enemy, who has now lifted up
his hand against me; that I may not be vanquish-
ed in this time of trial and temptation. To this
end, O Lord, make me to consider seriously the
folly and e danger of sin; that allits pleasures
are short"and momentary, but its punishment
endless and intolerable: that no satisfaction can
colspare with the joys of a good eonscience; or
any trouble with that of a wounded spirit.  Con-
vince me powerfully, O God, how terrible a thing
it is to fall under thy displeasure; that what I
am now tempted to is hateful in thy sight, in
direct contradiction to thy will, and a breach of
Iy baptismal engagement; and that how plea-
sant soever it may now appear, yel a time must
come, -when this and all other allurements of
the world will appear vain and contemptible; a
time, when all the workess of iniquity shall pe-
tish; swhen they shall call upon the mountains
and rocks to fall on them, and to hide them from
the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and
from the wrath of the Lamb: and when a.crown,
of righteousness shall be giver to them who have
fought the good ficht, and kept the faith, Let
me be fully persuaded of the truth of thess things
that I may turn away mine ears from the deceit
ful tempter, and resolve to have, no fellowship
with the unfruitful works of darkness: Let me
resist the first motions of sin in my mind; avoid
the company and conversation of those that
31




362  For Strength against Dangers.

would seduce me toevil; and betake myself to
the ‘support of reason and religion, and 10 .the
dictatesof thy Holy Spirit. And let the mighty
power of thy grace anunate my courage, a%?d
sirengthen my faith, that nothing may stop me
in my Christian warfare; but that, fighting
manfully under Christ's banner against the world
the flesh, and the devil, I may at last triumph
Over every temptation; and reign with Cén'lst in
his Leavenly kingdom. ~Grant thisi0 God, for
the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen.

For.Strength against Dongers.

R’IOST gracious God, the Father of all mercies,
and the God of all consolation, I present unto
thee mine unfeigneéd thanks, thatthou hast vouch-
safed to deliver me from the great perils and
imminent dangers to which I have been exposed.
And since thou knowest me to be placed inthe
midst of so many and great dangers, that by
feason of the frailty of my nature I cannet
always stand upright; grant me such strensth
and protection, as may support me in all dangers,
and carry me through all temptations. Give me,
O Lord, such a due sense of thy kind and gra-
ticus dealings, and such a constant remembrance
of thy goodness as may dispose me to a grateful
and cheerful obedience o thy laws; that through
thy help, I may both faithfully live, and walk
according to thy will in this life present, and
also may be partaker of everlasting glory in the
life 0 come, through Jesus Christ our Lerd.
Amen.

The Temptations of the World, &c. 363

dgainst the Temptations of the World, the Flesh,
and the Devil,

A LL merciful and gracious God, the fortressof
the faithful’ and a sure rock of defence for the
listressed; who knowest that we are placed in
the midst of so many and great dangers, that
without thy help we cannot aveid our ruin; I be-
seech thee to keep my soul and body from all
temptations, and suffer not my senses to range
and wander in the foolish vanities and dangerous
pleasures of this world. Take from me that
which is deformed by the corruption of my na-
ture, and continue that which thy grace hath
wrought in me; that so, being arrayed in the
whole armour of God, I may be enabled to with-
stand all the assanlts of the enemy. Let me
not be drawn away by sensuality, and the tempt-
atigns of the world, the flesh, and the devil, but
give me power to subdue them ; that by the ex-
ercise of sobriety, moderation, and temperance,
I may bring them to a good effect; and walk as
becometh the redeemed of the Lord. Sequester
me from the darkness and deceitfulness of this
world, that I may not follow a multitude in the
commission of sin ; but being changed by the re-
newal of my mind, I may walk soberly, righte-
ously, and godly, looking for the blessed appear-
ance of my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, Iet
not knowledge puff me up, prosperity mislead,
poverty dismay, or sickness incline me to impa-
tience, induce me to distrust in thy providence,
or force me to seek unlawful means to obtain thy
blessings. Arm me, O Lord, with thy spirit, en-
courage me by thy presence, and let me feel
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the effeciual working of thy power, which is
ever made perfect through weakness, for the sake
of Jesus Christ, mine only Lord and Saviour,
Amzn. ;

For the continued Fovour and Profection of God.

O Lord God, the Father of all' mercies, the
Fountain of comfort and blessing, of life and
peace, of plenty and of pardon; who fillest the
heaven with thy glory, and the earth with thy
goodness; I give thee most earnest and most
hearty thanks, for that thou hast refreshed me
with thy comforis, and enlarced me with thy
blessings; hast made my flesh and my bones to re-
joice ; hast given me the blessings of nature and
of grace; the spport of every minute, and the
comforts of every day; that thou hast opened
my hosom, and at this time called forth more
particularly the srateful feelings of my heart.
Whatam L O Lord and what is the life and the
capacities of thy servant, that thou shouldest do
these things unto me? that the oreat God of
heaven and of earilt should send down an angel
of blessing to avert the impending evil, and to
Crown my prayers and my wishes with sucecess?
Praised be the ofd daily, even that Holy One
who helpeth me, and who thus poureth his bene-
fitsupon me. Heis my God, of whom cometh
d is the Lord by whom I have

He has brought me to ecreat

niorted me on every side. =~ Thon,
; me glad through thy great
mercy. ce, therefore, in giving praise
for thy loving iess towards me. 1 will give

For Temporal Blessings. 365

thanks unto the Lord, and call upon his name.
I will tell the people what great things he hath
done, and praise him among the multitude.
Blessed then be the Lord God, even the Lord
God of Hests, which only doeth wondrous and
gracious things; and blessed be the name of his
majesty forever: and all the earth shall be filled
with his majesty. Amen, Amen.

For Temporal Blessings.

O Almighty God, who by thy Son Jesus Christ
hast promised to all them that seek thy king-
dom and its richteousness, such things as are ne-
cessary for their bodily sustenance; send us, I
besesch thee, such seasonable weather as may
preserve to our use the kindly fruits of the earth,
and that in due time we may abundantly enjoy
them. I acknowledge, O Lord, that it is from
thy gift that the rain doth fall, the earth is fruitful,
beasts increase, and fishes do multiply; andthough
for our sins we have worthily deserved scarcity
and dearth, and have justly exposed ourselves to
be punished with great sickness and mortality,
and to be delivered into the hands of our enemies;
et for the sake of thy blessed Son, and upon our
own repentance, send us cheapness and plenty,
healthful seasons, unity, peace and concord ; de-
liver us from lightning and tempest, from plague,
pestilence, and famine; from battle, murder, and
from sudden death. Increase the fruits of the
earth by thy heavenly benediction; and grant
that we, receiving thy bountiful liberality, may
use the same to thy glory, the relief of those that

31*
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are needy, and to our own comfort ; through Je-
sus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

For all God's Mercies.

LORD Goa Almighty, the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who didst vouchsafe to create me
out of nothing in thine own image and likeness;
to send thine only begotten Son to redeem me
with his precious blood; to associate me by
baptism to thy children of adoption; and to feed
and nourish me ‘with the most blessed Sacrament
of the body and blood of thy Son; to thee I ren-
der my hearty and unfeigned thanks for having
waited from mine infancy even until now, that
through thy great patience I mizht come to the
amendment of mylife. [ praise thee, I glorify
thee, for having so eften delivered me from tribu-
lations, calamities, and miseries; and especially
from having kept me under the continual shadow
of thy wings. I praise and glorify thy name
for having bestowed on me so many common
blessings, wherein I have had an equal share
with others; and somany particular ones, which
others have wanted, and which I have in no way
deserved. I beseech thee of thine unspeakable
goodness so to perfect these thy gifts, as to expel
from my heart whatever is displeasing to thee;
t0 deliver me from all those troubles, which may
retard mine obediente; to dispose all my thoughis,
words, and actions according tothy will; to pre-
serve me in all conditions both of adversity and
prosperity; and tobring meat the lst to the happy
Joys of thy sight, who liveth and reigneth with
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thy Son and the Holy Ghost, one God, world
without end. Amen,

For Trustin God.

(8) Gaod, the Creator .and Preserver of all man-
kind, I, thine unwerth Jservant, do give thee most
humble and hearty thanks for all thy goodness
and loving-kindness towards me, I bless thee for
my creation, preservation, and redemption; for
the knowledee of thy Son Jesus Chyist ; for the
means of grace and for the hope of glory. In
the days of ‘childhood and of youth’; in the
midsi of weakness, of blindness, and of danger,
thou hast protected me: amidst the afflictions
of mind, of body, and of estate, thou hast sup-
ported me: and amidst vanity, deceit, and wick-
edness, thou hast spared me. Grant then, O
merciful Father, that T may have a lively sense
of these thy mercies. Create in me a contrite
beart. that I may worthily lament my sins, and
acknowledge my wickedness; and obtain remis-
sion and forgiveness through the satisfaction of
Jesus Christ.  Enable me by thy zrace to redeem
the tume which I have spent in sloth, in vanity,
and in wickedness: to make use of every gift to
the honour and glory of thy name; to lead a
new life in thy faith, fear, and love; and finally
to obtain everlasting life. Grantthis, Almighty
God, for the merits, and throngh the mediation
of thy blessed Son; to whom with thee and the
Holy Ghost be all honour and glory, world with-
cut end. Amen.




368 Against Dejection of Spirit.
For Acceptance.

ALMIGHTY God, in whose hands are the
wills and affections of sinful men, kindle, I he-
seech thee, in my mind holy emotions, and repress
all evil and corrupt affections. Enable me to
love thy commandments, and to desire thy pro-
mises; let me, by thy protection and influence,
so pass through things temporal, as finally not to
lose the things that are eternal; and among the
hopes and fears, the pleasuresand sormwg, the
dangers and deliverances, and all the changes
and chances of this mortal life, let. my heart be
surely fixed, by the help of thy Holy Spirit, on
the everlasting fruition of thy presence, wl?lere
only true joys are to he found. Grant, O Lord,
these my humble petitions; forgive whatever I
have done contrary to thy laws: and give me
such a sense of my wickedness, as may produce
true contrition and effectual repentance: that so,

when [ shall be called into another state, I may
be received among the number of those sinners

to whom sorrow and reformation have obtained
pardon, for the sake and through the merits of

Jesus: Christ.  Amen. =

Against Melancholy and Dejection of Spirit.

BLESSED Lord, who wast made man and
who in our nature tookest upon thyself our infir-
mitles; who wast once exceeding sorrowful even
unto death, and who in anguish of spirit criedst
out to thy Father, My God, my God why hast
thou forsaken me! who wast made like unto thy
bretiwwen, and cannot therefore but be touched

Against Dejection of Spirit. 369

with a sense and feeling of their infirmities; look
down from heaven with an eye of pity upon me,
who am grievously oppressed, and sore let and
hindered in the course of my Christian duties, by
unaccountable sadness and dejection of spirit,
which I am not able either to prevent or to resist.
Thou knowest, Lord, how exceedingly my soul
is troubled and cast down; how much it is dis-
quieted within me; and how uneasy my distem-
per makes me both to myself and to those around.
Hear then my complaint; and take away this
plague from me. Remove if, 1 beseech thee,
whether it be fixed in the body or the soul of
thine afflicted servant; speak but the word, and
Ishall then be made whole. But if this affliction
be sent me as a punishment for my sins past, or
to restrain me from sins to come; to teach me
humility, or to exercise my patience and trustin
thee; not my will, but thine be done. Tam con-
tent to bear it; but, O God, support me under it
with the assistance of thy Holy Spirit. Yetif I
am fit for so great a merey, O let this torment of
soul depart from me; that being restored to an
easy, cheerful, and active frame of mind, I may
serve thee with more delight and vigour in all
the duties of my heavenly calling, and enjoy all
the other blessings and comforts of life, which
thou art pleased to continue tome. O Lord, hear
this prayer, which in anguish of spirit I make
unto thee. * O grant it for thine own merits, who
wast a man of sorrows, and acquainted with
grief; and who now livest and reignest, with the
Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, world
without end, to intercesde for us sinners, and to
help our numerous infirmities.  Amen.




