—_—

: the temple, and
cannot be sold ; such is the law. The sale would have sert
your heart, and that of her purchaser, to the Blessed
Tik's 1 ']
Lady. e the girl, will see that she is taken
0 lace of saf i
to a place of sa yeggar what he
wants, and keep } i
1 ts, ind keep 1 d, my lords and
]’l‘f‘llll'-'!!.” he ;ui.[.-.[‘ urnine to the e vy, “T did n £
g il II ny, i no
think to behave : 1

st the enemies

Blood is
: coun-
{r'\'!l‘.:‘!l”jfl petty quarrel. pray you, forget all that has
passed.” And with a low obeisance to them. he walked

away, taking wi L
ounter.

%I.T WEEN T:::‘.l .‘-'::-f:-' of Tecalco, and Nenetzin,

af

xisted a ~i-w?r'1'}}'

| mnd they had

.-...‘.‘:l} rs, themselves

B it e

“_i“i 1€d, l1Ke TWOo summer clouds b away by a soft south
.

} 'Was 11"-"}30]1-

So thought the princess Tul 3 beauty of the

Vening had flown from the aitv ¢ 7 -
svening, she had flown from the city to her chinampa, which

grave
igh dark,
1

rin past
east

town, and where

waves could

for fancy.
chinampa had
It as only a
been over

ind the

her was calm
wking they

pleasantest

ised walls
t swung to

waves, j-’\_\'

in their beauty.

d behind in a
nce and man-
very queenly. Whereas, Nenetzin's

rere bright with the light of laughter:




122 THE FAIR GOD.

her voice was low and sweet, and her manner that of a
hoyden. One was the noble woman, the other a jocund
child.

“1t is late, Tula ; our father may want us. Let us return.”

“ Be patient a little longer. The ’tzin will come for us;
he promised to, and you know he never forgets.”

“ Patience, sister! Ah ! you may say it, you who know;
but how am I to practise i, I, who have only a kope 2"

“ What do you mean, Nenetzin 1”

The girl leaned back, and struck a suspended hoop, in
which was perched a large parrot. The touch, though light,
interrupted the pendulous motion of the bird, and it pecked
at her hand, uttering a gruff scream of rage.

“You spoke of something I know, and you hope. What
do you mean, child 1"

Nenetzin withdrew her hand from the perch, looked in
the questioner’s face, then crept up to win her embrace.

€0 Tula, I know you are learned and thoughtful. Often
after the banquet, when the hall was cleared, and the music
begun, have I seen you stand apart, silent, while all others
danced or langhed. See, your eyes are on me now, but more
in thought than love. O, indeed, you are wise! Tell me,
did you ever think of me as a woman 1"

Tiw smile de - ned on '-.]'u- ll|- and burned in !‘[!" eyes of
the queenly auditor.

“ No, never as a woman,  continued Nenetzin. * Listen
to me, Tula. The other night I was asleep in your arms, —
I felt them in love around me, — and I dreamed so strangely.”

“ Of what 1" asked Tula, seeing she hesitated.

“] dreamed there entered at the palace door a being with
a countenance white like snow, while its hairand beard were
yellow, like the silk of the maize ; its eyes were blue, like
the deep water of the lake, but bright, so bright that they
terrified while they charmed me. Thinking of it now, O
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The girl raised her head. - Let us decide now, — there are so many to choose
“Did you ever see Mualox, the ab f Quetzal’ 1 rom. What says she to Cacama, lord of Tezeucol”

No? Well, he is said to be P 1': et: a l s will I |

make a warrior tremble, » is the friend of Guatamozin, & There iz the lord of Chinantla. ¢ a king, who has
-} alwave one + ’ he god I went

who always go ti 15 e o w p L Zod. went

there once to

in where the ge is, laid my gift on the altar, and turned ¢ Neither of them! Then there are left but the lord of

to depart, wh | AN came t00 the door, wearing

a surplice, and with long, flowing white looked At the mention of the last name, a strong expression of
at me, then |

shrank away

you, not for what you are, but for what you shal e. You

shall be queen in your father's palace !’ "ith that he arose,

and left me i :

% Said 01 ow did he know you were Tula, the

“That is part of the mystery. iever saw him before ;

nor, until 1

Now, O sister, car

a pri

“A queen!

did I know the paba.

am refuse to believe

ron now, and

1 n - 1 P 1 ¥
pray for you then. ) rew their arms lovingly

around ea

on, with
sparkling eyes. “ What a garden we will make of Anahuaec!
How happy we shall be! N ut the brave and beauti:
ful shall come around us; for you will be queen, my
Tula.”

#Yes : and Nenetzin shall have a lord, he whom she

loves best, for she + be : \m I\..‘.\w»]-fui" the teeming shrul

answered Tula, humoring the mood. “ Whom will she trees, overarched like

b A S S LB




e
st

I o T TR

126 THE FAIR GOD.

canoe, The keeper of the chinamp:

1 was there with great
bundles of flowers. Tula and Nenetzin entered the vessel ;
then was the time for the slave ; so he threw in the bundles
until they were nearly buried under them, — his oifts of
love and allegiance. When the rowers pushed off, he knelt
with his face to the earth.

Gliding homeward through the dusk, Guatamozin told the

story of Yeteve; and Tula, moved by the girl's devotion,

consented to take her into service, — ab least, until the tem-
ple claimed its own.

e S

CHAPTER VII.
COURT GOSSIP,

“ PINCH of your snuff, Xoli! To be out thus early
dulls a nice brain, which nothing clarifies like snuff.
By the way, it is very strange that when one wants a good

article of any kind, he can only get it at the palace or of

you. So, a pinch, my fat fi
“I can commend my s " said the Chalean, bowing

very low, “only a little less than the good taste of the most
noble Maxtla.”

While speaking, — the scene being in his pulque room, —
1

he uncovered a gilded jar sitting upon the counter.

“ Help yourself ; it is good to sneeze.”

I
Maxtla snuffed the scented drug freely, then rushed to the

a
door, and thro yes misty with tears of ple looked
at the sun ri neezing
lave stood by his elbow

with a ewer of water and a napkin. He bathed his face.

seized him, af

Altogether, it was apparent that sneezing had been reduced

fo an Aztec science.

OOURT GOSSIP.
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1
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“ From the king?
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*tzin cared for her. But speaking of the princess, — the ban- 7 whicl il was bronght about. Look you, Chalean :

quet to-morrow night will be spicy
The Chalean dropped the precious loop. i n :omes this banishment just the day before the valley

cerned the court was one of his special

“You know,” continued Maxtla, * that > 'tzin has
always been a favorite o

‘ As he always deserve be.

“Not so fast, Chalean ! your praise. You ought
to know that nothing is so fickle as fortune ;" that wl'u.t [ to be a Chalcan is to be so stupid, I thank the gods
was most popular yest 1 : : . e i
Hear me out. You also know ztlil’, the zeucan, was sares the great king for the pride of the enen y would hum-
down in the royal es ition quite nuch as t tzin was ‘ ‘ g
up ; on which account. more thar AN 1 else, he lost his
father’s eity.”

Xoli restec

were to be m:

has presumed t y her court, lest it might be an interfer-

ence. Now, the whole tl is at an end. Iztlil’, not the

'tzin, 1s the fortunate
¢ Tzthl’ !
“The palace alive last evening as with a swarming

of ]H"'h. O0Ine were 11 nant, all ast ._ In tlhT.

XU“,I believe n‘ ‘. 1 4 nany friends as li.:" l\i]l'.,’.

Several courtiers openly defended him, notwithstanding his
fall, — something that. to my knowledge, never happened
before. The u

palapan with a decree prohibiting the ’tzin from visitin

T

o
-

wai S

Tenochtitlan, under any pretence, until the further vpleasu
’ ] 1CE, Uuntl 1€ lurtner pieasure

of the king is m

1

Banish i Anisned : ) nat lie noble :\I'LX“.L Iulnl
me, I could not believe what I hear.”

Tras

-

# Oartainlv The affair $ e
Certainly. The affair is mysterious, as were the means

S
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you that excellence T Your days have been spent in the prac
tice ; nay, your whole life has been one long, long drink
Make haste. I will wager pulque is chief in the compound.”
The broker went out, and directly returned, bearing on a
waiter a Cholulan goblet full of cool liquor, exquisitely
colored with the rich blood of the cactus apple. Maxtla
sipped, drank, then swore the drink was without a rival.

“Look you, Chalcan. They say we are indebted to our

beroes, our minstrels, and our priests, and I believe so ; but

hereafter I shall go farther in the faith. drink is worth
a \'il‘[ﬂl'_\', 15 ilhn*..xii}]i as a song, and has all the virtues of a
prayer. Do not laugh. I am in earnest. You shall be
canonized with the best of them. To show that I am mo
vain boaster, you shall come to the banquet to-morrow, and
the king shall thank you. Put on your best tilmatli, and
above all -‘lw_. beware that the vase uﬁﬂi!:._' this ;ililiul' is not

empty when I call for it. Farewell | ”
———0-0 0 O—

CHAPTER VIIL

GUATAMOZIN AND MUALOX,

P the steps of b i E uetzal’, early in the
] ]
| g by i
/ evening of the bar t, t zin unattended.

As the royal interdiction rested upon his eoming to the cap-
ital, he was muffled in a priestly garb, which hid his face
and person, but could not all discuise the y bearing
that so distinguished him. Climbing the steps slowly, and

without halting at the top to note the signs of the city, all

astir with life, he crossed the azofeas, entered the chamber
most sanctified by the presence of the god, and before the

image bowed awhile in prayer. Soon Mualox came in.

GUATAMOZIN AND

MUALOX,
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lesss. I have no sorrow for what you call your misfor-
tune.”

“ Let me understand you, father.”

“I repeat, I have no sorrow for you. Why should I? I
82e you as you should see yourself. You confirm the les.

sons of which you complain. Not vainly that you wrought

'in solitude for knowledge, which, while I knew it would

make you a mark for even kingly envy, I also intended
should make you superior to misfortunes and kings. Under-
stand you now? What matters that you are maligned?
What is banishment? They only liken you the more to
Quetzal’, whose coming trinmph, — heed me well, O tzin, —
whose coming triumph shall be your tr

The lock and voice of the holy man were those of one
with authority.

“For this time,” he continued, “and others like it,
yet to come, I thought to arm your soul with a strong
infelligence. Your life is to be a battle against evil : fail not
yourself in the beginning. Success will be equal to your
wisdom and courage. But your story was not all told.”

The ’tzin's face flushed, and he replied, with some fal-
tering,

‘Yon have known and encouraged /e I bear the
princess Tula, and counted on it as the means of some oreat
fortune i1n store for me. Yet, art at least, I am ban-
ished on that account. O Mualox. the 1 inquet which the
king holds to-ni
to Iztlil', the

“Well, what do y

‘ Nothing. Had the trouble been a friend’s, I mig
advised him ; but being my own, I
myself. 1 repose on your discretior

Mualox softened his manner, ane id, ple itly at first,

O ’tzin, is humanity all frailty ? t chief and philoso.

GUATAMOZIN AND MUALOX.
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could vou endure the sicht? Think : if present, what could
you do to I
A savace anger flashed from the 'tzin's face, and he
answered, * at could 17 he Tezeucan on the step
of the tha
What then
ITOW.
moment
surpassed al
“ True, most true !
destiny
b 3

from
ind sub-
1-:'1i|‘}' l

ason have been

mine, and true

tion of my name,
pride will not down
therefore 1
“ And the coming
Return to Iztapalapan before the mi ht is out. And I, —

but you do not know, my son, what a fortune has befallen

KING'S BANQUET.
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titlan for the culture of women, always import a refined and

cultivated s And such there was in the beautiful

valley.
My picture of the entertainment will be feeble, I kn W,
and I give it rather as a suggestion of the reality. which was

gorgeous enough to be interesting to any nursling even of

the eourt of His Most Catholic M ijesty ;
in relig

though ]1--:1[]1'-11
ogether barbarian in taste *
and, s

in Christendom better under-

stood the
1 1 . = -5

About it, morec <es chivalry adorable, —

the dance, the feast, the wassail ; brave men, fair w men,

£ : 5 :
88 sSpler v maintained,

and the majesty of royalty in state amidst its most abs lute

proofs of power.
]
|
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travagant in the matter of pon how ; aking's banquet, rake that shelters its mate. ome,

1 s 1 4} Sy
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particular fi
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and more
By eve
About the second quarter of the night two men came up
great str to the palace, and made their way through

They were

guests ; so their garbs bespoke them. ne wore the gown
and carried locl
c'."qn-wl iron ]
enfeebled steps. { r was younger, and with consistent
vanity sported a military costume. To 1y the truth, his ex-
tremely warlike demeanor lost nothing by the flash of a daunt-
less eye and a step tl

An of
ducted them to the

¢ This is indeed
¥ It bewilders me.

“] know the
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face and hand both touched t

so very low that his

“ Does the minstrel intend to sing, Yeteve?” asked Nenet-
zin, stepping into the light that flooded t]

The old man bent forw

“ Heaven's best
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