BOOK THREE.

Bt
CHAPTER L
THE FIRST COMBAT.

HE ’tzin's companion the night of the banquet, as the

A reader has no doubt anticipated, was Hualpa, the Ti-
huanean. Té an adventure of his, more luckless than his
friend’s, I now turn,

It will be remembered tha y "tzin left him at the door

of the great hall. 1e, without a guide, 1t was

natural for him to be ill at ease ; ht-hearted and fearless,

however, he st t one place stopping to

hear a minstrel, at another to observe a dance, and all the
time half confused by the maze and splendor of all he be-

held. In such awe stood he of the monarch, that he gave the
throne a wide margin, contented from a distance to view the

accustomed interchang y guests and

their master. Finding, at last, that he could not break
through the bashfulne " among
the hills, and imitate the ease and nonchalance of those

born, as it were, the

lli'(lr-!‘, :m:{ once more

.'-:1'*!1'11.‘:.
Out of doors, beneath the stars, with the fresh air in his
nostrils, he at home again, t iter, ready for
any emprise.

As to the walk he should follow he had no choice, for in
every direction he heard laughter, music, and conversation ;

everywhere were flowers and the glow of lamps. Merest
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chance put him in a path that led to the neighborhood of

the museum. 34 e

Sinee the night shut in, —be 1t said in a whisper, —a
memory of wonderful brichtness had taken poss m of his
' < he saw it langhing in the door of

¥

mind. Nenetzin's face, :
the kiosk when Yeteve called the'tzin for a song he thought

hit

lig Le flowers. and everything most
outshone the lamplight, the lowers, .

stars, rivalling the

|/
1§ 1 ~ath + her aves were as
beautiful about his path ; her ey Vi 1

mead above him. He remembered
the tears through which

insensate ones in the
”u'l'.l. 100, A8 ::11 .i}i" ‘t“;'-l._‘l-. e for :
they had looked down, —alas! not on him, but 111---111?5 Tev-
l’l‘r;lli comrade. If Hualpa was not in love, he was, at least,

1 3 P 13 + * that ing
borrowing wings for a flight of that kind. :
ing tl licious revery, he came upon some nobies,
Indulging the delicious revery, h X I : .
nversing, and quite blocking up the way, though gomg In
conversing, all 1e Dl ing ] A

his direction He hesitated ; but, considering that, as a
s dire M. 1esitat :

uld

} =) arden belonged equally to him,
guest, the freedom of the garden belonged jually

g proceeds d, and became ¢
. !Il‘ ‘l i rrior.  They know nothing of what
“ Yaople ca | 1 L L. MGl
] ne, or what the

luck, for skill. Take his conduct

makes a warrior ;
traders in the tianguez call v

> e inenie . .« gav he threw his
at the combat of Quetzal as ar . say |

arrows well : yet it was a cow? dlv war. How much braver
ATTOWS | S

7 "IHI‘]‘ I}I" TRAIqr thuudl, Z;I‘-L rush to blows ! ]3-..‘.7 r"‘l"llf"a'
ri i, str n"”L ski To stand back, and kill with a
manhood, strength, skill .

chance arrow, ; man 1

'he "tz ubje £ discussion, and the voice
The 'tzin was the ject of di n \

do as much.

that of Izlil', the Tezcucan. Hualpa moved closer to the
party. e A
« T thonght his course In that c good,” said a stran.
“it gave hin therwise to be had.
ger: “it gave him ‘ | _
That he did not j-.in the assauit cannot roed AgAINSt his
ourage. Had you, my lor fallen like the Otompan,
he Wi;uld have been left alone to fight the challengers. A
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the garden, to which point he held himself in check lest

fc ) £y :
o0l would have seen the misk: a coward would not have
courted it.” 2
“ Th; arcnm ¥ | . - . P 2 P2
That argument,” replied Tztlil’, “is crediting him with the want of arms should prove an apology for refusing the
too much shrewdness. By the gods, he never doubted the fight.
«Will the lord Tztlil' stop?” he said, laying his hand on

resulf, —not he! He knew the Tlascalans would never

pass my shield ; he knew the victory was mine, two against the Tezcucan's arm.

me as there were. A prince of Tezeuco was never con 1 do not know youn,” was the answer.

quered ! The sleck courtier also stopped, and stared broadly.
«You do not know me! I will mend my fortune in that

The spirit of the hunter was fast rising : yet he followed
“T have heard what

listening,

2 respect,” returned the hunter, Iu‘ul]\
“ And, my friends,” the Tezcucan continued. “who better you said so ungraciously of my friend and comrade,” — the
judged the conduct of the combatants that dav thar the

king? See the result. To

last word he emphasized strongly, —“Guatamozin.” Then
he repeated the offensive words as correctly as if he had been
a practised herald, and concluded, “ Now, you know the 'tzin
ecannot be here to-night ; you also know the reason ; but, for

 in his place, I say, prince though you are, you have

: mght ke 1 e faint heart

his bride, the woman he has loved ST s

B b hosor .:. ed l.-;i.]‘..‘l’_ .l{h]’.!t this

v3 1 oes 1t celebratel

and : him an
basely slanderéd an absent enemy.”

«Who are youl” asked the Tezcucan, surprised.

There is a IJI';..‘r' to be awarded ] f I
: 1ed, ne | - ourage
gkill; and who gets i1t I( r & nobl i
! Al 11 r, O 18 nobles and

chiefs of the valley, bu is al 1
ley, but one is absent, e whose pru-
dence exceeds his val « The comrade of Guatamozin, here to take up his quar-
In such strain the Tezeuean proceede And Hualpa, fully
] A Al uaipa, It

aroused, pushed through the company to the speaker, but so

"
% You challenge me1” said Izthl', in disdain.
o of Tezcuco, son of 'Hualpilli, require a

quietly that t Ip ho Rt =t . "3 A S - o
] i those who obser im asked no questions. “PDoes a prine
hlow? Take it then.”

The blow was given.
Do I not bring you princely blood #” And, in his

Assured that the "tzin must have friends present, he waited
for some one to take up his cause. T owa i nulse was
restrained by his great dread o » king, whose —,_‘LI'I' ns }il:‘ “ See !
turn, Hualpa laughed scornfully.

The Tezcucan was almost choked with rage. “This to

kll"\\' were not fichtine - " 2 v
e unds at any time or in any quar-

ral. But, as the boastful prinea eontinued 4
i l 355 i pri 111¢ 1 3 ].-.ml\]. t‘) : z ?
punish him took definite form with the Tihuancan to me, — to me, — a prince and warrior ! he cried.
! z n n lhuancan, — : 3
such degree ha A danger not considered by the rash hunter now offered
Gradually the aunditors dropped behin R ‘1 N #eelf. An outery would bring down the gmard : and, in
It s J 1sappeared ; . . . ¢

finally but one remained, — a middle-acec artlv: ok he united representations of [z1il

the event of his arrest, tl
and his friend would be sufficient to have him sent forthwith
to the tigers. The pride of the prince saved him.

in! T will call the guard at

1

whose demeanor was not of the kind to shake the resolution
taken.

Hua is frat Z t Hav . %o an assass
Ipa made his first advance close by the eastern gate of R ey o

the gate ! ” said the courtier, alarmed.
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“(Call them not, call them not! I am equal to my own
revenge. O, for a spear or knife, — anything to kill I."

“Will you hear me, —a word 1" the hunter said. “Iam
without arms also ; but they can be had.”

“The arms, the arms | cried Iztlil’, passionately.

“ We can make the sentinels at the gate clever by a fow
quills of gold ; and here are enough to satisfy them.” Hual-
pa produced a handful of the money, “ [‘.t‘t us try them,
Qutside ii]!‘ gate the street 1s w'lr':ll'.” :

The courtier protested, but the prince was determined.

The arms! Pledge my province and palaces, — - every-
thing for a maquahuitl now.”

T!“‘.“' went to the gate and obtained the use of two of the
weapons and as many shields. Then the party passed into
the street, which they found deserted. To ;1‘.:|irf the great
thoroughfare to Iztapalapan, they turned to the 1.--1'1]1; and
kept on as far as the corner of the garden wall. :

" dtay we here,” said the courtier. “ Short time is all you
want, lord Iztlil. The feathers on the hawk’s wings ;m'lnnt
full-fledged.” ‘

The man spoke confidently ; and it must be confessed that
the Tezcucan's reputation and experience justified the assur
ance. OUne advantage the hunter had which his enemies
both overlooked, — 3 passing (

e ot roadiy over the j'!\ti‘l'. 1"’1"t‘731ill‘,.:
1t from what would otherwise have ha .

mposure. From a ia'm]:[l'
near by a red light
A n vague starlicht : by
1 .‘*‘1.'] th-"\' might have seen his countenance without a trace
of excitement or passion. nd but one, he had
that Guatamozin could ’

The im atience f tl ¢ i
; {h -1.111,111 nce of the Tezcucan permitted but few pre-
liminaries,

-‘.'l‘ y onda of 1] - .. o

-h- gods of Mictlan require no prayers. Stand out!”

he said.

“Strike | " answered Hualpa,
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Up rose the glassy blades of the Tezeucan, flashing in the

light ; quick and strong the blow, yet it clove but the
empty air. “ For the 'tzin!” shouted the hunter; striking
back before the otheg was half recovered. The shield was
dashed aside ; a groan acknowledged a wound in the breast,
and Izlil' stag her blow stretched him on the

pavement. lack in the night, stole

glowly out over the flags. The fight was over. The victor

tlrupll-.wl the bladed end of his weapon, and r1i['\'-'_'.'1't]. his fw‘_,
with astonishment, then pity.

“Your friend is hurt : help him !” he gaid, turning to the
courtier ; ut he was alons, e craven had run. For
one fresh from the hills, this was indeed a dilemma! A
duel and a deatl in ~':‘_"h: of the x I\'.li [‘Llll'!'l A (hl“

il

tingled through his veins. He thought rapidly of the alarm,

i1l

the arrest, the king's wrath, himself given to glut the
monsters in the menagerie. se, also, the many fast-

amid the cedared glades of Tihuanco. Could he but

nesses
reach them ! The slaves of Montezuma, to please a whim,
il or an eagle : but there he

might pursue and capture a quail or g

ile in Tenochtitlan he was nowhere

pt h
of the ||m‘[-'.

rich vestments

it might

not be fatal after all : to save him were worth the trial. Tak-

ing off his own mazxtlatl, he wound it tight A\l und the b ]\.
and over the cu was a small, open
Iy as |>“--:‘?-]". he carried

darkened passage. Where
wias ‘t he l'wE}H w!u)_
for flicht, - Tireless and swift of foot

ghall they be who catch him on the way !

He started for the lake, intending to cross in a canoe rather

=
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than by the causeway ; already a square was put behind,
when it occurred to him that the Tezeucan might have slaves
and a palanquin waiting before the palace door. He began,
also, to re proach himself for the baseness of the desertion.

How would the tzin have acted? When the same Tezcucan®

lay with the dead in the arena, who nursed him back to life?

If Hualpa had wished his patron’s presence at the begin-
ning of the combat, now, flying from imaginary dangers, —
flying, like a startled coward, from his very victory, — much
did he th;mk the gods that he was alone and unseen. Ina
kind of alcove, or resting-place for weary walkers, with
which, by the way, the thoroughfares of Tenochtitlan were
well provided, he sat down, recalled his wonted courage, and
determined on a course more manly, whatever th -

Then he retraced his steps, and went boldly to the portal
of the palace, where he found the Tezcucan's palanguin,
The slaves in charge foHowed him without objection.

“Take your master to his own palace. Be quick ! ” he
said to them, when the wounded man was transferred to the
carriage,

“Tt is in Tecuba,” said one of them.

“To Tecuba then.”

He did more:; he accompanied the slaves. Along the
street, across the causeway, which mnever seemed of such
weary length, they proceeded. On the road the Tezeucan
revived. He said little, and was passive in his enemy’s
hands. From Tecuba the latter hastened back to ']'r-rwr']mlit-
lan, and reached the portico of Xoli, the Chalean. just as
day broke over the valley.

And such was the hunter’s first emprise as a warrior.

THE SECOND COMBAT.

CHAPTER II.
THE SECOND COMBAT,

T is hardly worth while to detail the debate between
I Hual nd Xoli; enough to know that the latter, an-
ticipating pursuit, hid the son of his friend in a closet attached
to his restaurant.

That day, and many others, the police went np and down,
ferreting for the assassin of the noble Iztlil. Few premises
escaped their search. The Chalean’s, amongst others, was
examine 1. but '-.'.'5?]1“‘;'. discon Y. Thu -.:-"1_‘.‘ n'l*!:t'»‘.ﬂw}. t]w
hunter throve on the cuzsine, and for the loss of liberty was
consoled by the gossip and rdy wisdom of his accessory,

by what was better, the gratitude of Guatamozin. In
1 manner two weeks passed away, the longest and most
How sick at heart he grew in

old hills

wore to go |lum'n the

how he pined for th

; o on Sl
ratified to freedom

Inuse ] to the finement, it became irksome to him, and
eng intolerable. "Then.” he asked h ] [, “1is this to
\‘.... the ]“ ¢ ever withdraw his huntsmen? Through

Il I to -.' r T p n 3 .\E;i:v:], }I.U’wl

] t ] - Ik out and

r places, and

it of the fresh air 13 remembrance sweeter

1 new beverage of the Chalcan. And when the night
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leave the house unobserved ; his attempts unsuccessfully re-
peated ; his vexation at the “noble patrons” who lounged
in the apartments and talked so long over their goblets, At
a late hour he made good his exit. In the ffrm:,h’r':, which
was the first to receive him, booths and porticos were closed
for the night ; lights were everywhere extinguished, except
on the towers of the temples. As morning would end his
furlough and drive him back to the hated captivity, he re-
golved to make the most of the night ; he would visit the
lake, he would stroll through the streets. By the gods! he
would play freeman to the full.

In his situation, all places were alike perilous, — houses,
streets, temples, and palaces. As, for that reason, one direc-
tion was good as another, he started up the Iztapalapan street
from the tianguez, Passengers met him now and then;
otherwise the great thoroughfare was unusually quiet. Saun-
tering along in excellent imitation of careless enjoyment, he
gtrove to feel cheerfu - u pite of }I:\ <‘!'['-v:'l~'. i:" }H'l';!llli‘
lonesome, while ead of the patrols kept him uneasy.
Such freedom, he ascertaine ras not all his fancy colored
it ; yet it was not so bad as his prison. On hewent. Some-
times on a step, or in the shade of a portico, he would
git and gaze 1¢ houses as if they were old friends

! idges he would :L]mlnln[l,

tch the waveless water

in the canal bel meén asleep in their

open canoes. The resull a feeling of recklessness,

sharpened by a yearning for something to do, some place

to wvisit, some thousand wishes,
80 vague, however, that y an

In this mood he thought of Nenetzin, who, in the tedium
of his imprisonment, had become to him a constant dream, —
a vision by which his fancy was amused and his impatience

soothed ; a vision that faded not with the morning, but at
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i s » thoncht came anoth-
noon was sweet as at mght. With the thought came anoth

er. — the idea of an adventure excusable only in a lover.
. he said, stopping and thinking. “ The

s0 is the street. It is guarded;

¢« The garden!”

garden ! It is the king's;
1
i

go is the city. T will be in danger; but that is around me

everywhere. By the gods! I will go to the garden, and
]nwk. at the house in which she sleeps.’ :

Invade the gardens of the great king at midnight! The
fied the Chalean ; the 'tzin would
have forbade it ; at any other time, the adventurer himself
gone unarmed into the den of a tiger.

project would have ter

would rather have

1 1 t0 . r « otherwisae
The gardens were chosen places sacred 10 royalty ; otherwi

they would have been without walls and without :~|'||t111"1.\7

at the gates. In the event of detection and arrest, the

intrusion at such a time would be without excuse; death

§1r

was the penalty.

But the venture was agreeable to the mo )d he was in ; he

welcomed it as a relief from loneliness, as a rescue from his

tormenting void of purpose; saw the dangers, they

were viewed in the charm of his gentle passion, - — griffing

and goblins masked by Love, chanter. He started at

L | 4 IS RE" Allis 8 A

had an object before him, there was
} ‘ rticos ridges s the

no more loitering under porti ridges. As t

ind over, as

once : and now that he

51111.L."- S were ‘:‘31'.

in which she

Onee in the great street,
nce 1iii

footway bordering a canal. At the next street
and went upa i : ring ¢ ' :
to the north

reached the

be remembered by him

.
however, he

corner of th A )
as the place of his com! I zcucan. But so intent
was he upon his present px ject he scarcely gave it a second

look.
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The wall was but little higher than his head, and covered

“']'t SNOWY stucen * a < & 1 B is
h sn WY stuceo ; and “hwlr, over the coping, motionless

In the moonshine, a palm-tree lifted its graceful head, he
boldly climbed, and entered the sacred enclosure. Drawing
his mantle close abor i .
; nantle close about him, he stole toward the palace,
3§ vy o } w - - ;
selecling the narrow walks most protected by overhanging
shrubbery. ‘ ki

A man’s instinet is a good counsellor in danger; often

16 is the only counsellor. Gliding through the shadows
44 I g 8¢ 8,

(-“-“I“' usly as if hunting, he seemed to hear a recurrent
whisper, —

“Have a ¢ e 1y ! T . R
Have a care, O hunter ! I'his is not one of thy

bl anon Tha ces £ 11 :
familiar places. The gardens of the great king have other

guardians than the stars, Death awaits thee at avery ~

B gate,
ut as often came the renlv N . .
» often cam the I']'!_\. :\"II"T,”.II, S | will see

the house in which she sleeps.

He held on toward the palace, never stopping until the
top, here and there crowned with

» with low turrets, rose above
the highest trees, Then he listened intently. bhut heard not
& 8 -:m-}. of .i:ill- He sought next
a retreat, where, secure fror servation, he might sit in

the pleasant ai his lover's f
10 pleasant air, to lus lover’s fancy., At

last he found one s :
1 one, from the central walk, and

not far from a tank whinl ip's
i A tank, which had once been, if it were not now,

the basin of a fountain, Upon a bench, well shaded by a

r_’lump of flowering bushes, he stretched himself at ease -;vnl

was soon absorbed. e
‘llil" course " | :“\ I '-] 1 k 1 1 1

< o 2 of his T.I:'u’_.lt. In Keeping with his youth, was

0 the future, Most of the time, however, he had no distinct

1dea - werv 11k ar ’ :
idea ; revery, like an evening mist, settled upon him. Som
b i LI, (™ 1e-

times he lay with closed eyes, shutting himself in. as it
i i £ limsell 1n, as it
were, from the world : then he stared vacantly at th G

L . LE sSlals,

or mto those blue places in the mighty vaul

o ] : ) 1 too |||-‘—I\ !‘..r
ars ; but most he loved to look at the white walls of the
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palace. And for the time he was happy ; his soul may be

gaid to have been singing a silent song to the unconscious

Nenetzin,

Onece wice he was disturbed by a noise, like the
suppressed cry of a child ; but he attributed i1t to some
of the restless animals 1 seum at the farther side
of the garden. Half the night was gone ; so the watchers

on the temples proclaimed ; and still he stayed, — still

He sat up, ready for

man alone and unarmed

[he appearance of a
layed his apprehension for the moment. Up the walk,

irectly hiding-place, the stranger came. As he
slowly on, the intruder thrilled at beholding, not
a guard or an officer, but Monteznma in person ! As far
as the tank the monarch walked ; there he

hands behind him, and looked moodily down into the lmul_
- everything but the motionless

;-f_wln!wn], ]!llt ilig

from Hualpa’s mind. Fear came

there, almost within reach, at
it was to him the 1“;.-«iii\‘e.‘
power, ruler of the Empire, dispenser of richest
1 death! Guilty, and tremulously
een discovered, Hualpa looked
rom his hiding.
ind strewn with
ghells perfectly white While the adven-
turer sat fixed to his seat, watcl e king, watching, also,
, he yme from the shrub-

1 u:“.."l-"h 1!-'\\'!1.

s gtealthily out

Now, as I have shown, he
conrage, Out further crept the object, moving with the

stillness of & spirit Scarcely could he persuade himself at

ut this tested all his
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first that it was not an illusion begotten of his fears ; but its
form and movements, the very stillness of its advance, at
last identified it. In all his hunter's experience, he had
never seen an ocelot so large. The screams he had heard
were now explained, — the monster had escaped from the
menagerie !

I cannot say the recognition wrought a subsidence of
Hualpa’s fears, He felt instinctively for his arms, — he had
nothing but a knife of brittle #¢2/i. Then he thought of the
stories he had

heard of the ferocity of the royal tigers,

and of unhappy wretches flung, by way of punishment,
into their dens. He shuddered, and turned to the king,
who still gazed thoughtfully over the wall of the tank.

Holy Huitzil'! the ocelot was creeping upon the mon-
arch! The flash of understanding that revealed the fact to
Hualpa was like the lightning. Breathlessly he noticed the
course the brute was taking; there could be no doubt.
Another flash, and he understood the monarch's peril, —
alone, unarmed, before the guards at the gates or in the
palace could come, the struggle would be over; child of
the Sun though he was, there remained for him but one
hope of rescue,

As, in common with provincials generally, he cherished a
reverence for the monarch hardly secondary to that he felt
for the gods, the Tihuancan was inexpressibly shocked to
see him subject to such a danger ilse aside from
native chivalry urged him to confront the ocelot ; but under
the circumstances, — and he rec ed them I‘l['i‘““\'. — he
feared the kin he brute. Brief time was there
for consideration; each moment the peril inereased. He
thought of the 'tzin, then of

“Now or never!”

I will prove myself!”
And he unlooped the mantle, and wound it about his left

THE SECOND COMBAT.

'k from his maxtlatl

arm ; the knife, poor as it was, he to .
then he was ready. Ah, if he only had a javelin!

To place himself between the king and his i‘ll"l.ll_\' was
next set about. Experience had taught him how
much such anim: governed by ¢t iosity, and upon that

nd knees he crept out

3 ('I\;----w"l. the ocelot

what he

he proceeded to act.

into the walk. The mon .

.klr»;wpu']. raised its round head, watched him with a
1 PN, T s

gaze as intent as his own. he advance was slow and

ine he king
| | almost ocained e 1
.~1|:1‘L'\!:\' s+ when 16 1 as aln t gaine l. 1 g

turned about.
«8peak not, stir not, O king!” he cried, without stop-
* «] will save you, — no other can.”
From creeping ma
beast, and comprehend .
Forward went Hualpa, now the chief object of attraction
to the monster. At last he was directly in front of it.
ng now!”
Verily, the hun-
and lr‘lly"].

posture
i

3 WAS a

were lll'- W 1€ 1

heart,

clenched

jaws relaxed. Rushing suddenly in, Hualpa mtrived to
push the fainting brute into the tank. e saw it sink, saw
the pool subside to its calm, then turned to Moutezuma,
who, though calling lustily for the guard, had stayed to
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the end. Kneeling upon the stained shells, he laid tha
broken kmife at the monarch’s feet, and waited for him
to speak.

“ Arise!” the king said, kindly.

The hunter stood up, splashed with blood, the fragments
of his tilmatli clinging in shreds to his arm, his tunie
torn, the hair fallen over his face, — a most uncourtierlike
figure.

“You are hurt,” said the king, directly. “I was once
thought skilful with medicines. Let me see,”

He found the wounds, and untying his own sash, rich with
embroidery, wrapped it in many folds around the bleeding
arm.

Meantime there was commotion in many quarters,

“Evil take the careless watchers!” he said, sternly, no-
ticing the rising clamor. “ Had I trusted [lu-lu,mflni‘lt are
you not of the guard 7"

“] am the great king’s slave, — his poorest slave, but not
of his guard.”

Monteziima regarded him attentivel;

“It cannot be; an assassin would not have interfered
with the ocelot. Take up the knife, and follow me.”

Hualpa obeyed. On the way they met a number of the
guard running in great perplexity; but without a word to
them, the monarch walked on, and into the palace. Ina
room where there were tables and seats, books and writing
materials, maps on the walls and piles of them on the floor,
he stopped, and seated 1 If

“You know what truth is, and how the gods punish false-
hood,” he began ; then, abruptly, “ How came you in the
garden 1"

Hualpa fell on his knees, laid his palm on the floor,
and answered without looking up, for such he knew to be
a courtly eustom.
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“Who may deceive the wise king Montezuma? I will
answer as to the gods: the gardens are famous in song and
story, and I was tempted to see them, and climbed the wall.
When you came to the fountain, I was close h“,': and while
waiting a chance to escape, I saw the ocelot creeping upon

you ; and — and — the great king is too generous to deny

his slave the pardon he risked his life for.”

“Who are youl”

«I am from the provinee of Tihuanco. My mame is
Hualpa.”

4 l‘Itnl;ur, Hualpa,” repeated the king, glowly. “ You
gerve Guatamozin.”

“He is my friend and master, O king.”

Montezuma started. “ Holy gods, what madness! My
people have sought you far and wide to feed you to the
tiger in the tank.”

Hualpa faltered nat.
L0 i.y;iu_-_'. 1 know I am charged with the murder of

the Tezcucan. Will it please you to hear my

t, he gave the particulars of the com-
“T did not murder him,” he

lew him in fair fight,

ith honor, slay a foe-

“ And you ecs 1ba 1

¢ Bafore the judges, if you choose, I will make the ac-
count good.”

“ Be it so ! ” the monarch said, en tically. * Two days
hence. in the court, I will accuse you. Have there your wit-
nesses - it is a matter of life and death. Now, what of
your master, the "tzin1”

The question was dangerous, and Hualpa trembled, but
old.

L R L

1
1
{

resolved to be
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5 : : i said, ‘ but men, as
“If it be not too presumptuous, most mighty king, — if

! 2 us ; nor is that
a slave may seem to Jjudge his master’s Judgment by the offer >

= n o icht.! he said, *T was in

of a word —” wh— ey aie fike us ; : the bodyv of
Lhe N

" ﬁl}{-.Lk e | give you Il}u"ri_\‘_" I . : : : ; practice

“I wish to say,” continued Hualpa, “ that in the court 16 that day dea S .

there are many noble courtiers who would die for you, 0

T i L O

king ; but, of them all, there is not one who so loves you, or

whose love t'HLIJil be made S0 Iﬂ'l'}it‘lill“. }---il{g l).u‘l;ml ]r:.' y dealt with 1"

skill, courage, and wisdom, as the generous prince whom you

also invaders,
call my master, In his banishment he has chosen to serve v for them' but
You ; for the night the strana rs landed in Cempoalla, he left

his palace in Iztapalapan, and entered their camp in the h he returned
train of the governor of (Cof istlan.  Yesterday a courier,

whom you rewarded richly for his speed in coming, brought

you portraits of the strangers, and pictures of their arms and
camp ; that courier was Guatamozin, and his was the hand

that wrought the artist’s work. O, mych as Your faculties

become a king, You have been deceived : he is not a trai-

tor.”

“Who told you such a fine minstrel’s tale”

“The gods judge me, O king. if. wit ut your leave, I had
30 much as dared kiss the dust g your feet. What you
have graciously permitted me to tell I heard from the 'tzin
himself.”

Montezuma sat | ng time silent, then asked. Did

your master speak of the stm igers, or of the things he

saw 1"

*“ The noble 'tzin regards me ki ly, therefore spoke
with freedom. He said. mournine nuch that he could not re than ever of glory
be at your last council to declare hi )pinion, that you were ! 5
Hl]'.-t.‘lkr‘tl.” uh! '\!.““um'

The speaker’s face was cast down, so that he could not se
the frown with which the plain words were received, and he
continued, —
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THE FAIR GOD. THE PORTRAIT.
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beard like the
CHAPTER III.

THE PORTRAIT,

\'_F:KT day, after the removal of the moon comfitures,
- and when the princess Tula had gone to the hammock
for the usual siesta, Nenetzin rushed into her apartment un-
usually exeited.

“0, I have something so strance ell you,— something
so strange ! ” she cried, throwing herself upon the hammoek.
Her face was bright and very beautiful. Tula looked at
her a moment, then put he lips lovingly to the smooth fore-

]1*'1{'!.

sister seems in earnest.”
“Indeed I a
“Ah! youn

r I have

Tula expected the girl to langh, but was sur risbd At nnn

her eyes fill witl * instantly,

and bade the slave who had been sitting y the hammock

know when

what has hap-

am, but I cannot

‘ old you the night on I

the chinampa 7" re giving ience, and his clerks and attendants
“The night Yeteve came 159 recollect.” rere with him. So the two were allowed to indulge their
“You know I sawa man come and sit down in our father’s
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Nenetzin went to a pile of manuscripts lying on the floor.

The elder sister was startled by the first picture exposed ; for

THE TRIAL.

gods are most strange. Something tells

: et ] : fainl: g heir work. I am afraid ; let us go.
e recoo xd the AT rork, lonr since familiar t« 3 . . 4=l e

she recognized the handiwork, long since familiar to her, of v retired, and the rest of the day, swinging in the
hammock, they talked of the dream and the portrait, and

the "tzin. Nor was she less surprised by the subject, which
- TR : i
was a horse, apparently a nobler instrument for a god’s re- . T, i
o s ; o b \i‘.v:;'l"ftf'l what would come of them.
venge than man himself,

Next she saw pictured a horse, its rider mounted, and in

-

Christian armor, and bearing shield, lance, and sword. Then

came a cannon, the gunner by the carriage, bis match lighted,

while a volume of flame and smoke was bursting from the CHAPTER IV.

throat of the piece. A portrait followed ; she lifted it up,

and trembled to see the hero of Nenetzin's dream ! THR TRIAL.
“Did I not tell You so

whisper.

, O Tula?” said the girl, in a

et Wiietin. b, Mot P

]' UALPA’S adventure in the garden made a great stiy

in the .!,,_1_ we and the city. Profound was the
“The face is pleasant and noble,” the other answered, ahiment. thorefore when i weame known that the

g s I

thoughtfully ; “but I am afraid. There is evil in the smile,

l".‘
i
i

the Tezcucan were
evil in the blue eyes.” atter character, ha
The rest of the manuse ripts they left untouched. The one 1ed for his life, Montezuma
absorbed them ; but with what différ eelings | Nenetzin universally discredited,
was aflutter with pleasure, restrained by awe. [mpressed r an immense attendance
L}' the singularity of the vision, as thus realized. a passionate
wish to see the man or god, whichever he was, and hear his rour friends in that way ! "
voice, may be called her neare emblance to reflection. by some men nobly dressed,
Like a lover in the presence of the beloved, she was glad and % oreat street. I[-"-"'"I’I""lv
contented, and asked nothing of the ure. But with Tula, i F ok
: . 1 : R and bowed 1
older and wiser, 1tl'.\v‘|.~ll![i--:-..‘;.r, ohe was conscious of the “ A I’]""' wnt d \y, MY lords ! "our invitation honors me ;
novelty of the incident ; at the same time a presentiment, a will of his patrons should always be law to the poor
ber we sometimes i y trial.”

see spectres, and they sit by us and smile : yet we shrink, curiosity to see the
and cannot keep down anticipations of ill. So Tula was af-

fected ]a_\‘ what she beheld. sy boy, whom I love as
She laid the portrait softly down, and turned to Nenetzin, RS dinnst 5o 5

who had now no need to deprecate her laugh., The noble laughed. * Take it not ill. Chalcan. So much

do I honor the hand that slew the base Tezcucan that I care




