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amid the ruins of the city. face of example so

dreadful, none would dare Oppos , not even Montezuma,

whose pride broken was next t is faith gained. And

around the new-born hope, as cherubs around the M wdonna,

rustled the wing -ies most exalted. He he su-
premacy of Quetzal’ acknowledged above all

Cil restored to its first glory, and the silent cells repeopled.
O happy day! Already he heard the court-yard resounding
with solemn chants as of old ; and before the altar, in the
presence-chamber, from morn till night he stood, receiving

offerings, and dispensing bles

ers who,

SN
with a faith equal to his own, believed the ancient mmage the

Oxe SupreMeE Gob.
At the head of the eastern
king began the descent, the h ly man knelt, and ¢

For peace to his people let the wise Monte;

Quetzal'. Mualox gives him his blessing, Farewell.”
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and terrible to confirm the prophecies by which they were
preceded.
And the people, made swift by alarm and curiosity, out-

marched Cortes many days. Before he reached Iztapalapan, -

the capital was full of them ; in multitudes, lords and slaves,
men, women, and children, like Jews to the Passover, scaled
the mountains, and hurried through the valley and across
the Jakes. Better opportunity to study the characteristics of
the tribes was never afforded.

All day and night the public resorts — streets, houses,
temples — were burdened with the multitude, whose fear,
as the hour of entry drew nigh, yielded to their curiosity.
And when, at last, the road the visitors would come by was
settled, the whole city seemed to breathe easier. From the
village of Iscalpan, so ran the word, they had boldly plunged
into the passes of the Sierra, and thence taken the directest
route by way of Tlalmanalco. And now they were at
Ayotzinco, a town on the eastern shore of lake Tezeuco;
to-morrow they would reach Iztapalapan, and then Tenoch-
titlan. Not a long time to wait, if they brought the ven-
geance of Quetzal’ ; yet thousands took canoes, and crossed
to the village, and, catching the first view, hurried back, each
with a fancy more than ever inflamed.

A soldier, sauntering down the street, is beset with citi-
zens,

¢ A pleasant day, O son of Huitzil’!”

“A pleasant day; may all that shine on Tenochtitlan
be like it !” he answers.

“ What news?”

T have been to the temple.”

“ And what says the feotuctls now 1”

' “ Nothing. There are no signs. Like the stars, the hearts
of the victims will not answer.”

“ What! Did not Huitzl" speak last night?”
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“Q yes!” And the warrior smiles with satisfaction.
¢ Last night he bade the priests tell the king not to oppose
the entry of Malinche.”

“Then what ?”

“ Why, here in the city he would cut the strangers off to
the last one.”

And all the citizens cry in chorus, ¢ Praised be Huitzl’ |*

Farther on the warrior gvertakes a comrade in arms.

“ Are we to take our shields to the field, O my brother?”
he asks.

¢ All is peaceful yet, — nothing but embassies.”

“Ts 1t true that the lord Cacama is fo go in state, and in-
vite Malinche to Tenochtitlan ?”

“ He sets out to-day.”

“Ha, ha! Of all voices for war, his was the loudest.
Where caught he the merchant’s cry for peace?”

“In the temples ; it may be from Huitzl’.”

The answer is given in a low voice, and with an ironic
laugh.

“ Well, well, comrade, there are but two lords fit, in time
like this, for the love of warriors, — Cuitlahua and Guata-
mozin. They still talk of war.”

¢ Cuitlahua, Cuitlahua ! ” And the laugh rises to boisterous
contempt. “ Why, he has consented to receive Malinche in
Iztapalapan, and entertain him with a banquet in his palace.
He has gone for that purpose now. The lord of Cojohuaca
is with him.”

“Then we have only the ’tzin !”

The fellow sighs like one sincerely grieved.

¢ Only the ’tzin, brother, only the ’tzin! and he is ban-
ished !”

They shake their heads, and look what they dare not
speak, and go their ways. The gloom they take with them
is a sample of that which rests Gver the whole valley,
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“Come, the victim is ready!” When the other teules
would have attacked him, he offered to ficht them all. The
strange priest interfered, and they departed.”

The applause of the bystanders was lond and protracted ;
when it had somewhat abated, Xoli. whose thoughts, from

habit, ran chiefly upon the edibles, said. —

“My lord Cuitlahua is a giver of good suppers. Pray,
tell us about the courses -
“Peace! be still, Chalcan!” eried Maxtla, angrily.
“ What care we whether Malinche ate wolf-meat
’ 9

or
quail

Xoli- bowed ; the lords laughed.

Then a gray-haired cacique behind Io’ asked, “ Tell us
rather what Malinche said,

Hualpa shook his head.
]-’,\«r_';thi:u was said throu a4 woman
born in the pr ¢ Painalla ; s ai tle attention. I
recollect, however, he asked many q 3 about the great
king, and about the Empire, and Tenochtitlan. He said his
e, had sent him here. He

gave much time, also, to ex ing his religion. I might

master, the governor of the

have understood him, uncle, but my ears were too full of the
rattle of arms.”

“What! S \

“ All of them ; even

“ That was not the
same table my lord Cuitl 1 a band of beg-
garly Tlascalan chiefs. Sooner should my tongue have been

torn out !

he sentiment, and
for a time it diverted the conversation, Meanwhile, at Hual-
‘pa’s order, the goblets were refilled.

The bystanders made haste to approve tl

“ Dares the noble Maxtla,” he then asked, “tell what the
king will do1”

THE CONQUEROR WILL COME. 237

is very broad.” And the chief smiled.

“ What special information does my

%
“ (Can you tell us when Malin
li published that in the fianguer before

rered the Chalcan. “ The lord Maxtla
wl of pulque.”

shter, in which the chief joined. Then

nged everything. As advised by the

rs Tenochtitlan day after to-morrow. He

I'.n'zl leave Iztapalapan at sunrise, and march to the causeway
by the lake shore. Cuitlahua, with Cacama, the lord of
'l_;““: _and others of like importance, will meet him at
ite.  As to the pro-

se the sight. Such

I i \\'--1!1-1 !1.1\'1’!

for the Aztecs were lovers

] ] eat green ban-

Empire was brought forth to shed its solemn

er the legions, and along the storied street of Te-

Much, therefore, was Maxtla surprised at the cold-

—and it is not

’ said a sturdy cacique, first to break the

“ Yet our fathers gave their enemies

bolts instead of banquets.”
“« Who may disobey the gods1” asked Maxtla.

The :u‘,;‘.l:::-itt was not more sententious than unanswer

able,
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“Well, well ! ” said Hualpa, *

ill get ready. Advise

me, good chief: had I better take a canoet’

[ ’l‘il‘_

real or affected
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in order.”

Io’ then aske
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their banners into the ecity !

en from th
Ma-
will the

way,

e i;IHi

red the direction of the

nly from the

MONTEZUMA GOES TO MEET CORTES.

y words, O my

lord Maxtla!

t + but when he

CHAPTER
TEZUMA GOES T

NYAME the

SRR T

vhey

Who dares say he can-

not. —when was

1 We drink

ile we drink, we will

VIL

) MEET CORTES.

!’.1‘1
ot have them shame me.

As they will appear before




" THE FAIR GOD. . MONTEZUMA GOES TO MEET CORTES. 41

= —

And thereupon four nobles were ushered in, fulla med, power shall he find at every step: cities "'”":I‘t upon the

1. vered
I i Thei F oli i y covered
aven to tne shield. Their helms were ot ;:1:1?-.?!!2: Suver : waves : ter (

their [’.,\'.r'J"r‘JH'Pl‘f»’_i_ or tunies of .11255["‘1 mail, were stained vivid with canoes and g
green, and at the neck and borders sparkled with pearls ; over the meadow ; my

their shoulders hung gracefu of plumagge, softer than And then, if he gre
cramoisy velvet; upon their asts blazed decorations and — then —” He shuddered.
military insignia ; from wrist to elbow, and from knee to « And then what1” said Cuitlahua, upon whom not a
sandal-strap, their arms and legs were sheathed in scales of word had been ]
gold. And so, ready for peacef: 10w or mortal combat, —

his heroes and ambassadors, — hey bided the monarch’s

careful review.

1]

“Health to you, my brothers ! and to you, my children !’ B £
: 20 1n adavance o

him, hii"-‘.k to

first

he said, with satisfaction. * What of the morning? How . “ With a train, my children, you are to
lonks the sunt” .

“Like the beginning of a great day, O king, which we 1iim honorably, return g

" replied Cuitlahua, ridge outside the city. A A o

doubt not! I have called

\ Il my fame will be main-

tained. ish t 1e a power and beauty such

a8 he has never seen, unless he come from the Sun itself.
Earth has but one valley of Anahuae. one city of Tenoch- 1t

titlan : so he shall acknowledge. Have vou directed his e

= : ts and cross-streets, were already oceupied by speec-

four

march as I ordered

And Cacama replied, “ Through the towns and gardens, ]

. . 1 1 . h 3 LBlantlv thav 1 _— g1 T8 1 pulace re-
he is to follow the shore of the e to e great causeway, 1€ 3. FRVEEUAT SRR SEEmR Ry s - =
TR : . ‘ 1 ind 1 men of the
By this time he is on the r g Cl

ok ) 52 FI 5 d unful pomp o0 1h

Then Montezuma's face flushed - and, lifting his head as it : :
were to ook at obje afar off, he said aloud, vet like one

1 A1
talking to himself, —

r, rather, a war-cry

“ He isa lover of gold, and has been heard speak of cities
and temples and armies ; of his people numberless as the
sands. O, if he be a man, with human weaknesses, — if he they reached the gates of
one from Iztapalapan, the

each other, There they halted, waiting for Cortes.

11 4

has hope, or folly of thought, to make him less than a god, —

ere the night fall he shall give me reverence. Sign of my
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: } a ras UNco ter than the
And while the train was on the road, out of ons of the was U

gates of the royal garden passed a palanguin, borne by four lowest
y him, he

to do: then I:" st

livery. The occupants were the prin-
TS
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beauty, ¢

was thoughtfu ‘

lookout ; the priestess, at their feet, wove the flowers witl
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e i I
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not

S oSSl g e
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e es. Aside, surveying the ncompassed by the Coatapantli, or Wall of Serpents,
wreck, stood the pedler, cl 1sual with his ola ey s A il : ——
reck, l pedier, cl 1Isual wi s class. In thousand warriors were closely ranked, ready to march at
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beat of the great drum hanging in the tower, Thus, com-
fortably situated, the daughters of the king awaited the

strangers.
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lv around, and it was easy to see how much he was in love
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