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Good gentlemen,” said Cortes, smiling, ¢ why so lagg
now? Speak, Diaz del Castillo. Offer what thou canst.”

The good soldier, and afterward good chronicler, of the
conquest and its trials, this one among the rest, re plied, 1
confess, Seiior, the enterprise is difficu eyond my first
thought. I confess, also, to more reflection about its neces.
sity than its achievement. To answer truthfully, at this
time I sec but one w iy to the end ; and that is, to invite the
monarch here under some sufficient pretence, and then lay
hands on him.”

“Are ye all of the same minds, gentlemen 1”

There was a murmur of assent, whereupon Cortes arose
from leaning upon his sword, and said, ;

“To hear ye, gentlemen, one would think summer all
before us in which to interchange courtesies with the royal
barbarian. What is the fact? At noon to-morrow our hours
of grace expire. A beat of drum, and then assault, and
after that,”"— he paused, looking grimly round the circle,
— “and after that, sacrifices to the ¢

There was a general movement and out ry. Some griped
their arms, others crossed themselves. Cortes saw and pressed
his ;u]\:mi‘!_,_-'w-.

“T shall not take 3 sernal Diaz: not I, Il_\' my
conscience ! Heaven helpi me, I expect to see old Spain
again ; and more, 1 expect to take these comrades back with
me, rich in glory and gold.” Then, to the officers behind
him, he said, i ding Ty tone « f command, * Ordas, do
thou bid the « irpenters prepare quarters in this palace for
Montezuma and his court ; and let them begin their work to-
night, for he will be our gnest before noon to-morrow. And
thou, Leo, thou, Lugo, thou, Avila, and thou, Sandoval, ges
ye ready to go with me to the — "

“And I1” asked Alvarado.

“ Thou shalt go also.”
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« And the army, Seiior 17 Diaz suggested.

% The army shall remain in quarters.”

Never man’s manner more calm, never man more abso-
lutelv assured. The listeners warmed with admiration. As

unconscious of the effect he was working, he went on, —
#T have shown the difficulties of the enterprise ; now I
say further, the erisis of the expedition is upon us: if I sue-
u-:_-d. all is won : if I fail, all is lost. In such strait, what
should we do between this and then? Let us not trust in
our cunning and strength : we are Christians ; as such, put
we our faith in Christ and the ly Mother. Olmedo,
father, Ko thou to the ch ], and . he altar. The
night to confession and prayer ; and let the morning find us

on our knees shrieved and blessed. » are done, comrades.

Let the chamber be cleared. s ¢h ‘ atl
And they did the bidding cheerfully. All night the good

father was engaged in holy

ing. So the morning found the.
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his enthusiasm of youth : d by the plaints to which he

had listen ing the dusky walks of the beau-
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tiful garden, he clomb the stairs of the teccallis. Before
the day was fairly dawned, he was at his post, waiting,
dreaming of Nenetzin, and hearkening to the spirit-songs of
ambition, always so charming to unpractised souls.

And the lord Cuitlahua perfected his measures. On all
the dikes, and at the entrance of all the canals, guards were
stationed. The bridges nearest the palace occupied by the
strangers were held by chosen detachments. Except those
thus detailed, the entire military in the city were pent in the
temples. And to all, including the lord steward, the proper
orders were confided. All awaited ignal.

And the king, early in the night, ignorant of the flicht
of Nenetzin, had come from Chapultepec to hi palace in the
eapital. He retired as he was wont, and slept the sleep as
restful to a mind long distracted by irresolution as to a
fu'rl]}' »-,\}1:L11~’.lwi “":‘ ] !‘u-:‘ * Bl |
in time of doul
covers what his duty is, and, fully determined, simply awaits
the hour of performance, trustful of the action taken, and of
the good-will of the god or g

On the side of the Christians,
ple, was also complete. From m:
breakfast, then to arms. The companies formed : even the
Tlascalans behaved as if impressed with a sense that their
fate had been

To the captains, again convoked in the audience-chamber,
Cortes detailed his plan of operation. His salutation of each
was grave and calm. Though very watchful, they heard him
without question; and when they went out, they might
have said, The hour rial is come, and now will be seen
which holds the conquering destiny, — the God of the Chris-
tian or that of tl

From the council, Alvarado went first to Marina ; finding

that Nenetzin slept, he joined his companions in the great
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ot
conrt. where, gay and careless, he carolled a song, and twirled

his sword, and, in thought of smiling fortune and a princely

Indian love, walked complacently to and fro. And so wait,

ristian lover and the heathen, — one

ready for action, the Ch
in the palace, the other in the temple, both, in faney,
lord of the same sweet mistress.

At the stated hour, as had been the custom, the three
lords came, costume, and with sta 1y l‘~'.‘-‘!1:-w!:‘;x],

Cortes will

bringing the king’s com ents, and
for the day nd they returned with compliments equally
. ”'.T-'_”Il[l.x_, the

page, instructed

were the

s of soldiers, apparently
ticeable that, besides be-

hosen  subore

the horse-
stat il lIJv-:i

and

yy Our Lady ! *

" Cortes at lad
ndoval, Alvarado,
led to the gate, all
onfident, — so much

look of one master

At the gate he w

“ Are ye ready, gent
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“ All I'L"&l.l}',” E]IL‘)‘ ].'?"l’lif,‘\l.
“With thee, De Oli, T leave the command. At sight or
sound of attack or combat, come quickly.,

Charge straight
to the palace, lances in the lead. Bring our horses. Fare
well. Christ and the Mother for us!” And with that,
Cortes stepped into the street,
For a time the party proceeded silently,
“1Is not this what the pagans call the beautiful street?”

Sandoval asked.

“Why the question 1"

“I have gone through graveyards not more deserted.”

“Thou'rt right,” said Lugo. “ By Our Lady! when last
we went this way, I remember the pavements, doors, porticos,
and roofs were crowded. Now, not a we man or a child.”

‘ In faith, Sefior, we are a show suddenly become stale.”

“Be it so,” replied Leon, sneeringly, “ We will give the
public a new trick.”
“ Mirad, Sefiores ! said Cortes, * Last night, all through

this district, particularly along this street, there went patrols,

l‘!-IlmTEll;{ the inhabitant , and makiy & idy for what the

drum is advertised to let loose upon us. Don Pedro, thy
1

princess hath told the truth.” And looking back to the

towers of the teocallis, he a of laughter, “The

fools, the swine ! ; or, rather,”

— his face became gray the mstant, — “the Holy Mother
hath undone then us, Give than

{ ks, gentlemen, our em-

prise is already wor ‘onder the infidel general hath his
army in waiting Keep we that
unspoken or undeliver and ‘;!an-\v‘.zv of our
return, prisoner in hand, will be as clear of -:r‘::;---]. men as

the going is.

The customary guard of nobl

M)
IO F

Kept the [--wI“.;'.]' of the
palace ; the antechamber, however, was crowded to its full

capacity with unarmed [_-'\1;;-15\_]‘_:, ;}‘1-.__.11511 whom the Chris:
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we did otherwise before a sovereign friend as dear to him as
thou art, great king.”
The monarch waved his hand.

Your master is no doubt a rare and excellent sovereign,”
he said, then changed the subject. “ The lords, whom I
ent to you this morning, reported that all goes well with
gou in the palace, 1T hope .s0. If anything is wanted you

ea
5

have only to speak. My provinces are at your service.”

“ The lords I'r"[J\‘["llW]l truly.”

I am very glad. Thinking of you,‘Malinche, and study-
g to make your contentment perfeet, I have wondered if
you have any amusements or games with which to pass the
time.”

As there were not in all the New World. however it might
be in the Old, more desperate
they looke: ] ti

y 1 .L | lon was concluded,
and smiled at the simplicity of-the ¢ Neverthel

. h Nevertheless,
Cortes replie I

“We have our

1an the cavaliers,

good king, as all must have ; for

without them, na e hath or that the bad

5 y shall grow
1d and the ming : ;
old and the mind ir pastimes, however, relate
almost entirely t
“ That is lal
s Al
remark as an allusion t 1S ( love of y sport, and
1 SPOTL, §

laughing, “ The lords drive the ne to me my pl

the gam ny pleas-

ure is in exercising :
wome IE(I‘;

you must go witl AT IO T
you r the lake, and I

will show you my nean that kind
of amusement. [ will explair 1Y meaning Io'.” }

1 1§ 1y icaning, s 16
sald to the prince, wh I 1 Maxtla bring
¥ sy gilver ball nll t 11 3
hither the silver balls. I will teach Malinche to play toto

logue,’
.
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“ Have a care, gentlemen ! ” said Cortes, divining the speech
from the action of the speaker. The lad must stay. And
thou, Marina, tell him so.

The comely, gentle-hearted Indian woman hastened tremu-
iiltl.\l_\‘ to say, “ Most n :_‘il!_'.' king, Malinche bids me tell

; beautiful game, and will be

He wishes the prince to re-

taken, — but one : in
word, and menace on
1's face.

- and to Cortes,

s moved nearer the

steadily on those

and until it is con-

muncillors must stay. Out-

» the ancients
lone was brave ; he stepped
L] person. ']i!?'[l
proceeded,
ng enough to learn
wions, thou hast been
y hypoerisy
thee to Til_\'\‘l‘“‘,
! i Il"'i"']'l}l."'
to thee that
connection, when
thou wert upbraided for inviting us, the lords and princes
were told that such was the instruction of one of thy bloody
gods, who had promised here in the capital to deliver us

" s
prisoners for sacrifice. *
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Montezuma offered to speak.

“ Deny it not, deny it not ! ” said Cortes, with the slight-
est show of passion. “In god or man, such perfidy cannot
be excuséd. But that is not all Say nothing about the
command sent the troops near Tuzpan to attack my people ;

nor about the demand upon townships under protection of

my royal master for women and children to feed to thy hun-
gry idols ; now —"”

Here the king broke in upon the interpreter, —
“I do not understand Malinche says ahout my
troops attacking his people at Tuzpan.”

“Thy governor killed one of my captains,”

“Not by my order.”

“Then make good the denial, by sending for the officer
who did the murder, that he may be punished according to
the wickedness of his crime.

The king took a signet from 1 1 and said to one of

his councillors, ¢ Let this he she rovernor of that
province. I require him to come h tately, with all
who were concerned with him

]i:L"I:I‘.'"

at the time spoken of by Ma-

The smile with which the monarch then turned to the
Spaniard was lost upon him, for he continue 1, pitilessly as
before, —

“The punishment of the governor is not enough. T ac-
cuse thee further. Thou treacherous king! Go with me to
the temple, and now, this instant, — I will show thee thy
brother, with an army at call, waiting thy sicnal to attack
us in the palace where so lately we received thy royal
welcome,” :

1

The listener started from his seat. Upon his bewildered

faculties flashed the reme 1ice of how caref ly and with
what solemmn injunction he had locked his plans of war in
the breasts of the members of his famil

Y, gathered about him
.
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“ Who ever heard of a great prince, like myself, volunta-
rily leaving his own palace to become a prisoner in the hands
of a stranzer?”

“Prisoner! Not so. Hear me again. Court, household,
and power, with full freedom for its exercise, and the treat-
ment dve a crowned prince,— all these shalt thou have. So,
in my master's name, I pledge thee.”

“ No, Malinche, press me not so hardly. Were I to con-
sent to such a degradation, my people would not. Take one
of my sons rather. This one,” — and he laid his hand on
Io's shoulder, — “ whom I love best, and have thought to
make my successor. Take him as hostage; but spare me
this infamy.”

The debate continued : an hour passed.

“ Gentlemen, why waste words on this wretched barba-
rian?” exclaimed Leon, at last, half drawing his sword,
while his face darkened with dreadful purpose. “We can-
not recede now. In Christ's name, let us seize him, or
plunge our swords in 1 :

The captains ady d, baring their swords ; Cortes retired
a step, asif to make way for them. Brief time remained for
decision. Trembling and confused, the monarch turned to
Marina, and asked, “ What did the teule say1”

As became a ger
fore her, she replied

le woman, fearful lest death be done be-

u make no further objection. If you
yield, they will treat you kindly ; if you refuse, they will
kill you. Go with them, I pray you.

Upon the ' stepped in front of
the king ; a

the answer to

ing Cortes’ order or
he knelt, and clasped his
father's knees, and cried tearfully, —
“Do not go, O king! Rather than endure such shame,
let ug die |”
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Stupefied, almost distraught, the monarch seemed nof
to hear the heroic entreaty. His gaze was on
Cortes, now as impenetrable and iron-l
his breast.
llt'hlhli!‘llé,]\'.

His head drooped,

The boy arose, and turned
convulsed with hate.

“ Thanks, goo
“Thou hast saved my s
death ! "

Thereupon, he stepped forward, and kis
which fell from his lip ‘
fani d
Avila, Alvar
dais, and i

“ Are you
somewhat revived

“What I wish

y COUN-
proposal
secure the
in the pal-
vinces, must

i freo
ne 1ree

will ; not as prisor returning the lavor
of guest. How to do that best is in thy knowledge more

han mine. Only, w judgment approveth, set about

quickly. We wait thy orders.”
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“Io’, uncles,” said Montezuma, his eyes dim with tears,
*as you }m.'a- me, be silent as to ‘.‘-"::.1’. hiﬂ J‘ll.‘E"_‘ !;;3.{'-!1 lnI:u:e_
I charge you that you tell it to no man, while I live, Bid
Maxtla come.”

Summoning all his strength to meet the shrewd eyes of
the chief, the monarch sat up with a show of cheerfulness,

“Bring my palanquin,” he said, after Maxtla’s salutation
“and direct some of the elder lords to be ready to accom-
As advised by Huitzl’,
and these good uncles, T have reso to go, and for a time

pany me without arms or ¢

abide with M 11”" e in the ol Send an ‘-ﬂi\"r"l‘, \l'ith
the workmen, to prepare quarters for my use and that of the
court. Publish my intention. Go quickly.”

Afterwhile from the palace issued a procession which no
man, uninformed, might look upon and say was not a funeral :
in the palanquin, the dead ; on its right and left. the guard
of honor; behind, the friends, a long train. speechless and

and solemn ; three
squares and as many bridges were passed, when, from down
I]L-' street, a man came running with all Spet d. He _L’:litu'ul
the rear of the cortege, ke a few hurried words there;
& murmur arose, and spread, and gre to a furious outery,—
& moment more, ortege was dissolved in tumult, At
the last corner on the way, the cavaliers had been Joined by
some of the armed parties, who, for the purpose, had preceded
them into the city in the early morning ; these closed firmly
around, a wélcome supy

“Mirad!” cried Cortes, loudly. “ The varlets are with-
out arms. Le rike until I say so.”

Closer drew the mob, some
adjuring the monarch, some threatening tl That
an understanding of the situation was abroad was no longer
doubtful ; still Cortes held his men in check, for he knew,

if blood were shed now, the common-sense of the people
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would refuse the story he so relied npon, — that the king’s

coming was voluntary.

% Can our guest,” he asked of Sandoval, “ be sleeping the
while1”
¢ Treachery, Sefior.”

# By God’s love, captain, if it so turn out, drive thy sword

first of all thi
While vet he spoke wurtains of the carriage were

] 1d of the con-
drawn asic and of the con
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“ The noise
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t in wrath.
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R o 1 "
strangers | pray you, speak but
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The poor, stricken monarch heard, and was penetrated by
the tone of anguish ; yet he replied, — :
“My brother’s son insults me by his question. I am still
the king, — free to go and come, to rewar

ind punish.”

1
He would have spoken further, and kindly, but for the in-

of Cortes, who cried impatiently, -

), there ! \\=1\ this 1!"[!\' }

Forward ! ”
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