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pecs, but under their own chiefs and flags. The system also
gave him a number of armies, and he divided them, — one to
raise .‘ui:wpﬁvw', another to ill'iii__’ the .\H]'I‘Ef'* to the Lin'lmia‘,
a third to prepare material of war: the fourth was the ae-
tive or fighting division ; and each was subject to take the
place of the other. To the labor of so many hands, sys-
tematized and iM*lihll'insI}' exerted, though for a i'nl"nni-,jh!,
almost everything is possible. One strong will, absolutely

operative over thousands, is nearer omnipotency than any-

thing else human.

The climate of the valley, milder and more equable than
that of .\--*[']"‘- I"'l'?lzk?« the bivouae in all seasons, The
sierra west of the capital, an it like a half-

drawn bow, is marked on its in ity side by verdant
and watered vales : these

and the bordering

cliffs, which theretofore had sha led the toiling husbandman,

or been themselves the scenes » hunter’s daring, now

hid the hosts of New World’s m in tl

I's men, the bivouae, biding
the 11‘1}' of battle,

War, good reader, never touches anything and leaves it as

it was, ughter of the lake, fair Tenochtitlan,
WwWas no !-’\‘r'r']rlirln to the law. The Young master, ]i;;\f!r'_' re-
duced the question of strategy t » formuls a street or
a plain, chose the street. y city to

all of ruin or horror the d royer could bring. Not long,
therefore, until its prese ould have been detected by the

idlest glance : the streets were to the warriors ; the

palaces were deserted by families: houses onveniently
sitnated for the use were turned into forts : the Ju-w;hl---ry
garnishing roofs that dominated the streets concealed
In-:lim‘ of stones made ]r‘:’.‘il‘{ for the han ¢ e | .'5-i;;--.1‘ wera
taken up, or put in conditi ; the canoes on the

lakes were multiplied, and converted to the public service ;

ti
the great markets were suspended ; even the sacred temples
4
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were changed into vast®arsenals. When the ’tzin, going
hither and thither, never idle, observed the vh::u_w-—, he would
sigh, but say to himself, “'Tis well. If we win, we can
restore : if we lose,— if we lose, — then, to the strangers,
waste, to the waters, welcome!” -
And up and down, from city to bivouac and back again,
szlﬁ-:-‘-'il the minstrels, singing of war, and the l;..m-m. pro
elaiming the oracles and divine promises; and the services
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in the ten U
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let us fight ! ”
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sun, many a weary league, from thé city to the vales of the
Sierra in which bivouacked the hope of Anahuac, had they
travelled, — Hualpa and Io’. One familiar with the ‘-&{l'v--tis
in these later days, at sight of them would have said,
“Beware! the 'tzin is hereaway.” The three were almost
a8 one, —so had their friendship grown. The pavilion, a
circular canopy, spread like a Bedouin’s tent. was brightly
lighted ; and there, in fact, was the ’tzin, with Tula ;m:l
Y(f[l:‘»'i‘, the 1-!'jl'.\2v'4<. 3

Once before, I believe, I deseribed this pavilion ; and now
I know the imagination of the reader will give the floating

garden richer colors than lie within compass of my pen ;
|

h;
will surround it with light, and with air delicious with the

freshness of the lake and the exhalations of the flowers :
1 S :

will hover about the guardian palm and willow trees, the

latter with boughs lithe and SWineing res long and

fine as a woman's locks ; will linger about the retreat, I
say, and, in thought of its fitness for me eting of lovers, ad-
mit the poetry and respe » passion of the noble Aztee,

Within, the furniture was as fi ' ; there were yet the
carven stools, the table with its bowllike to , NOW ;-1. mass
of flowers, a couch h brilliant pl floor
covered with mattine of OTaAsses, 10ck, and
the bird- age, all as wl we hrst saw them. Nenetzin
was absent, and I

And if we ente 'tzin standing a
little apart from Tula, who i h <, with Yeteve
by her side. On a stool at his feet is a waiter of ebony,
with spoons of tortoise-shell, and some Ticaras, or cups, ll-él.“‘l
for t_"tlw'"!.t?",

Their faces are grave and earnest,

“And Malinche?” asked Tula. as i pursuing a question.

¢
“The gods have given me time; I am ready for him”

he replied.
&
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“ When will he come #”

“Yesterday, about noon, he set out from Tezcuco, by way
of the shore of the lake; to-night he lodges in Iztapalapan;
to-morrow, marching by the old causeway, he will re-enter
the city.”

% Poor, poor country !” she said, after a long silence.

The words touched him, and he replied, in a low voice,
“You have a good heart, O Tula, —a good heart and true.
Your words were what I repeat every hour in the day. You
were seeing what I see all the time —”

“The battle!” she said, shuddering.

“Yes. I wish it could be avoided; its conditions are
such that against the advantage of arms I can only oppose
the advantage of numbers; so that the dearest of all things
will be the cheapest. I must take no account of lives, I
have seen t ly

fnouch !
nough !

e with her 11“1-‘14.

“T am his child ; I love him
%S0 I know,” he replied ; “and I would not have you d
else. The love is pr

e silenced, He is not as near to me asdo you ; yet I feel the

)

of of fitness to be loved. Nature cannot

D
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impulse that moves you, though in a less degree. In memory,
he is a part of my youth. For that matter, who does not love
him? He has charmed the strangers ; even the guards at
his chamber-door have been known to weep at sight of his
sorrow. And the heroes who so lately died before his prison-
gates, did not they love him? And those who will die to-
morrow and the next day, what else may be said of them?
In arms here, see the children of the valley. What seek
Uit‘_\'f In their eyes, he is Anahuac. And yet —"

He paused again ; her hands had fallen; her cheeks glis-
tened with tears.

“If I may not speak plainly now, I may not ever.

Strengthen yourself to hear me, and hear me pitifully. To
begin, you know that I have been using the king’s power
withott his permission, — that, I say, you know, and have
forgiven, because the usurpation was not of choice but neces-
sity, and to save the empire ; but you will hear now, for the
first time probably, that I could have been king in fact.’
Her gaze became intent, and sl tened breathlessly.
“Three times,” he continued, * three times have the ca-
ciques, for themselves and the army, offered me the crown.

The last Ii]tw. th B '::!E‘l:‘.ll"E ]»_‘v' the l'lt_'l_‘l-_»i".i,‘ :I.I]ii

ey
llt'IlllI;Hi--Il-& from all {

“And you refused,” she said, confidently.

“Yes. I will not deny the offer was tempting, — that for
the truth. I thought of it often ; and at such times came
revenge, and told me I had been wronged, and ambition,
whispering of glory, and, with ready subtlety, making ac-
ceptance appear a duty. Bat, Tula, you prevailed ; your love
was dearer to me than the crown. For your sake, I refused
l}”.‘ 1'\"'['?1}"‘. \." 1ever ..'." o), l:l'"‘." wias no ]l"':'.[ [_II‘
the saying,— yet I knew you could never be queen while
your father lived.”

* The monarchy was (-1’.-..-;';'“ PrescorT, Cong. of Mexiso, Vol. I, p. 24
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Not often has a woman heard such a story of love, or
been given such proofs of devotion; her face mantled, and
she dropped her gaze, saying,

% Better to be so loved tha jueen. If not here, O

look for reward in the Sun. Sarely, the gods take

‘ But hear
L0 say ; that which

my will ; for the utter-

he crown.

SO many

Ir '.!"i':!l:glil.
ypoint-

v R | }L:a\:.‘

§ 45 4 warning,
eaves I“l’ ll‘\"i
inually I find
: what

s p
L win.

n I should be
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strongest, I am weakest. My spirit faints under the load. If
the king lives, the empire dies : if it is to die, why the bat-
tle, and its sacrifices? This night have I in which to choose ;
to-morrow, Malinche and action ! “r-l]- me, O Tula, ]1--]}: me
to do right! Love of country, of king, and of me, — you
have them all.

“T may not doubt that you love me ; you have told me
80 many times, but never as to-night. I thank you, O ’tzin !
Your duties are heavy. I do not wonder that you bend under
them. I might say they are yours by gift of the gods, and
not to be divided with another, not even with me ; but I will
give you love for love, and, as I hope to share your fortunes,
I will share your trials. am a woman, without judgment
"_\' ‘\"hi"il to answer you ; Irom my heart I will answer.”

“ From your heart be it

“ Has the king heard the things of which you have
spoken 1"

‘I cannot say.”

“ Does he know you were offered the crown | .

“No ; the offer was treason.”

“ Ah, poor king, p1 yud father! The love of the I“"'I'I"v
that of which you were 1.;..{1.'5.-\[, is lost. 'What wretched-
ness awaits you !”

She bowed her !:“-1']. and there was a silence }‘T"’!C"U "I-'L\'
by her sobs. The grief spent itself; then she said, ear-
I]"f:l.\-v -

1 L’!':'l‘.\' IJ{::I. e, Lo, 15 a lover of .\T}.'-h':v. A\[I'!'t‘

than once he has exposed himself tc . Such
loves age not, nor do they die, except with the
animate. There was a time — but now

will try. ‘Let hi

decree, good 'tzin 1"

N ,_-1,'" he :'v'l'liud.
=
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¢ Must the choice be made to-night?”
¢ ] may delay until to-morrow.”
¢ To-morrow ; what time ?”

he causeway in the cool of the

1€
}

« Malinche will pass
ve joined his people in the old

1
morning ; }-_‘.' noon he will

3

palace ; the decision must then be made.”
¢ Can vou set me down at the gate before he passes in”
The 'tzin started. “ Of the old palace ™ he asked.
« I wish to see the king.”
“ For what1”
“To tell him the things you have told me to-uight.”
ALY
' \l"'*..!
His face clouded with dissatisfaction.
‘ that, as ]\-‘!'f.'lllf'." a ]\'iﬂj_’,
imself or Anahuac.”
and the answer was
yism she dreamed,

s reply was

wnor for the
beguiled by your
en he was capable of what you

1; he will never choose,

with a sad
Who is he
ering of the

—— 1
&l weakness,

con
indeed 1
bethink

for him.
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His duty will then become yours, to be done without re-
morse, and —

She hesitated, and held out her hand, as if to say, # And
I can love 1L.” :

He canght the meaning of action, and went to her,
and kissed her |

-3
Have yow
war there
turn.”

“Until I return! May
me prisoner.” ;

From love

And when you h

have laid

whether of choice or by

The gods helpix

ask what I would have 1 do, answer, A king's duty to

his people, :
Tula bheard him to the end, and buried her face in her

hands, and tl
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“The gods help you!" he replied.

é If Malinche hold me prisoner, how will the answer avail
yout”

“ Have you not there two scarfs, — the one green, the other
white?”

“Yen”

“Take them with you, and from the roof, if your father
resolve not, show the green one. Alas, then, for me! If]
in i the white one, I shall know that he

he does, by force, and that” — his voice trem-

¢ it 1s his will Anahuac should live.”
wistfully, and replied, “I understand :
zuma lost. But doubt him

he will remember his glory’s day,

- -
nd the canoe of the "tzin passed into one

The parting on the chinampa may

be imagined. Love will have its way even in war.

CHAPTER II
THE CONQUEROR ON THE CAUSEWAY AGAIN.
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The cavaliers next in the order of march. which was that

of battle, rode and talked as men are wont when drawing
Ing

nigh the end of a long and toilsome task. This the leader

at length interrupted, —

“ defiores, come near.

Xoloe,” he continued, when

tains think to obstruect

now that our ships lie
there. Ride we
they have made.”

S0 1]“"\' TO ir'. at ]
gling, and found the

“ Viva compaileros !

swords again.

ace is open.” And,

he turned to the trumpets

lazy knaves !

heard from. Out

i “w.r'lul]. with

narch, that our

deliverance at hand.”
The feelir

cavaliers ;

ing and singing

the still waters s

long they had

the palace {l

the
king were

back of his s

s the gate of

»up.  “If the heathen
they would do well,

, to give us battle

preparations, if any,
arms rattling, spurs jin-
the

» way to the pal-
t their heels,
iy, “ Ola. ve

not been
» were each

a trinmphal

y easy in mind :
city and the
1 them ; nevertheless,

True, his ene

mies in Spain would halloo spitefully over the doughty

deed he had just done down in Cempoalls. No matter
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I"‘. l"-'!’{f"! ilil"](. The f'[xl-

the new men distin-

new or vete ious that, in some way, he was

menaced with danger. There is nothing so appalling as the
unaccountable absence of laces habitually populous ;

nothing so d
“ Por Dios !" said Olmedo, toying w ¢ at his

ni 3 & . 1 3
: and side. T had rather the former reception than the present.
: i

r his hood. sai . . = s
o » said Pleasanter the sulls 1 tude an the silence without the

shable by

“ Bien !” he
“ Bien ! th

histurb not ]é“-

iles, and 1»1'111; made him ne r, but rode on abstractedly,

‘I am not an At rost | v “ Had"vo the conall 3
L;.and 5§ heard it not.”

r in charge, * Jut,

rhat the infidels have

» brink of the
Was lnﬁ-

the [i::l!_n'ﬁ,
rom the guns re-

go with

niry here, ¢ Bartolomé, goo« father,” said Cortes, - confidentially,

‘W then In when EE:I' IHL!:"'- 1481 a l‘mlil!flr'!b!i!i]rl

habit of ¢ thot I .-'3;-]1:‘:"

“ And whon 1 i
“The captain Al s not ception. The
e Capialll Alvarado, 1
; o absence yon bridge
are parts iin of battle now ready

: to be delivere

looked, were
- on the

Ps, — Dok “So is the enemy, for he hath orga d his people.
place, | hordes that stared at us so st ly when we first came —
: , and p '.l}nl'hl} be the curse of the saints upon em ! — are now 1!!}11‘.1‘.;{
1ssue from the win ”
" . P 3 men.
and pervade ¢ne air ; giving notice, so that n t & ms & - = . s 4 E 1
: ;s gL LS Olmedo searched his face, and said, coldly, “ To doubt

is to dread the result.”
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e ,\.L\ ]I_\' my conseience ! 1 neither doubt nor dread. Yuk

I hold it not unseemly to confi

brunt on the firm land, with room for what

ofiers, 1 like not yon canal, with its broker 1
wide for hor

or weighted man; it pu
disadvantage, and hath a hat

which, as thou mayest remember, we left

§

tresses of the lake ; in our absence they have 1

most measureless fo
T]]\‘ _\[--:]14-1-

hath not forsaken us,
Montezuma is ours, and -

“ He is victory,” said Olmedo, zealously.
““ He is the New World ! ” answered Cortes.
And so it chanced that the poor king was centre of
thought for both the ’tzin and his enemy, — the dread of ene
and the hope of the other.

CHAPTER III

LONG interval behind
very last of the army, and quite two hours behind
came four Indian slaves, bringing a man stretched upon
a litter.

And the litte

man’s face ;

sun beat cruelly on the
it plaint h wle not, nor motion, except that
his head rolled now right, now left, r sponsive to the ca-
denced steps of his hearers.

Was he sick or w

Nathless, into the city they carried him,

And in front of the new palace of the kine, they stopped,

ss that T had rather meet the
the occasion
ge, too
eth us to
ful reminder of the brigantines,
anchor, mis-

een lost, — a

let it pass, let it pass |

rear-guard — indeed, the :
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less wearied than overcome by curiosity. And as they stared
at the great house, imagining vaguely the splendor within,
a :_’l‘u:zl; startled them. They looked at their charge; he
was dead! Then they looked at each other, and fled.

And in less than twice seven days they too died, and died
horribly ; and in dying recornized their disease as that of
the hi'.::lll:l'l‘ they had abandoned before the palace,— the
small-pox, or, in the language which hath a matchless trick
of melting everything, even the most ghastly, into musie,
la viruela of the Spaniard.

The sick man on the litter was a negro, — first of his race
on the new ("r!ltE!L"ul‘.

And most singular, in dying, he gave his masters another
gervant stronger than 11‘1[11\1'”. and deadlier to the infidels
than swords --»1' steel, — a servant that found way every-
where in the crowded city, and rested not. And every-
where its breath, like its touch, was mortal ; insomuch that
a score and ten died of it where one fell in battle.

Of the myriads who thus perished, one was a KING.
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