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e ,\.L\ ]I_\' my conseience ! 1 neither doubt nor dread. Yuk

I hold it not unseemly to confi

brunt on the firm land, with room for what

ofiers, 1 like not yon canal, with its broker 1
wide for hor

or weighted man; it pu
disadvantage, and hath a hat

which, as thou mayest remember, we left
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tresses of the lake ; in our absence they have 1

most measureless fo
T]]\‘ _\[--:]14-1-

hath not forsaken us,
Montezuma is ours, and -

“ He is victory,” said Olmedo, zealously.
““ He is the New World ! ” answered Cortes.
And so it chanced that the poor king was centre of
thought for both the ’tzin and his enemy, — the dread of ene
and the hope of the other.

CHAPTER III

LONG interval behind
very last of the army, and quite two hours behind
came four Indian slaves, bringing a man stretched upon
a litter.

And the litte

man’s face ;

sun beat cruelly on the
it plaint h wle not, nor motion, except that
his head rolled now right, now left, r sponsive to the ca-
denced steps of his hearers.

Was he sick or w

Nathless, into the city they carried him,

And in front of the new palace of the kine, they stopped,
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less wearied than overcome by curiosity. And as they stared
at the great house, imagining vaguely the splendor within,
a :_’l‘u:zl; startled them. They looked at their charge; he
was dead! Then they looked at each other, and fled.

And in less than twice seven days they too died, and died
horribly ; and in dying recornized their disease as that of
the hi'.::lll:l'l‘ they had abandoned before the palace,— the
small-pox, or, in the language which hath a matchless trick
of melting everything, even the most ghastly, into musie,
la viruela of the Spaniard.

The sick man on the litter was a negro, — first of his race
on the new ("r!ltE!L"ul‘.

And most singular, in dying, he gave his masters another
gervant stronger than 11‘1[11\1'”. and deadlier to the infidels
than swords --»1' steel, — a servant that found way every-
where in the crowded city, and rested not. And every-
where its breath, like its touch, was mortal ; insomuch that
a score and ten died of it where one fell in battle.

Of the myriads who thus perished, one was a KING.
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THE FAIR GOD.

ESeCrsaaenes o T he Spania was obstinate.
shook the ancient house. When all were assigned fo quar- e e ¥

ters, the rank re broken, and the veterans — those who had
remained, hose who had followed their chief rushed
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“ Return to Maline

wished to say: tl
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—ees

of battles more, and, lo! the Cross but not the riests ; in
I ;

their stead Freedom and God.”
And with the la
God, the report of a gun without broke the spell of the
he two started, and looked at each other, listening
for what might follow ; but there ig more, and he
it on quiet i
‘I know the children of the Aztec, crushed now. will live,
and more, after ages of wrong suffered by them, I!u'}' will
rise up, and take their place—a place of splendor— amongst
the deathless nations of the earth. SAW Was reve-
lation. Cherish the is, Tula; repeat them often ;
make them an utterance of the eople, a sacred tradition ;
let them go down with the generation ne of which will, at
i words FrEEDOM
and Gop, now dark to my understanding : and then, not till
then, will be the new birth and new career. And so shall my
ted }-}' all []:EII,’S,
3; by the rivers sing-
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lls ; and so shall its red
me father, and in their
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They make an army the like of which was never seen. The

chiefs are chosen ; you may depend wu 2y Ti
: 0sen ; you may d pend upon them, uncle. The

whole great host will die for you.”
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gesture,

1 you shall see the lines
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turned their eager eyes, — from the causeways to the lake,

from the lake to the palace.
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The courier went his way movement pro-
ceeded.

After a while Hualpa and Io’ came down from the turret
where, under { of. fire, they too had been watching,
and the former ¢

‘Your or ¥ 'tzin, are executed. The armies al
stand halted at the gates of the , and at the outlet'
of each canal T saw i

The 'tzin looked 1
plied, “ It is well
this temple tl
put out al

And soon but one

A little
and, looking down, the
out morion
Instantly the
in; and inst
another. Guat

him no less tl

There was
saw them in

v i
but

nd more sustained,
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where the great columns marched. He listened intently.

Though far and faint,
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will be days of opportunity. Already the wrong-doer is in
thl‘ i‘f'““" : :-'r" a IITT[-- 1.,11_"-['_ l'.\.?.‘l":i e 17

The noise of the infidels il:‘.l] now come to be a vast
uproar, astonishing to the bravest of the listeners. Even
Cortes shared the common feeling. That war was intended
he knew ; but he had not s iently credited the Aztee
genius. The whole valley appeared to be in arms. His face
became a shade more ashy as he .-':__;,“.. either this was
of the king, or the people were capable of grand action
without the king : he griped his sword-hand hard in
emphasis of the oath he swore, to set the monarch and his
people face to face; that would he, by his conscience, —
by the blood of !

And as he swo
armed men showed
columns came up, and
began to occupy

[f one would f
first recall the
ward arose the 2
terrace a vantage-point
edifices each hig
with a wall resembling a parapet,
was in general ri
ings and arches
Every roof was oce
walls they looked n into the fortress, if I may so call it,
of the strangers.

As the ecol narched and countermarched in the
streets
xtraordinary
parent shimmer or thrill
in rapid movement, urious effect of char

multitudinous motion. The Christians studied them wilh

IN
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and there long la
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Even the marching of the companies was
stead of the slow, laborious step of the European, they
came on at a pace , between sunrise and sunset,
habitually carrie >m from the bivouac twenty leagues
away.

And as they marched,the ensigns tossed to and fro :

anticles ; the !‘f\'i!:i»l:%”.‘ i H
warriors in the
their war-cries, as if drunk with h

As the inundation of war swejy
alier raised his eyes 1o

“ Yalgame Dios!’

l"“i".“ '|i. :]J" .\.'.l
air ! "

On the azoteas where but the moment before only the ’tzin
and Io' were to be seen, there were hundreds of caparisoned
warriors ; and as the Christians looked at them, they all
knelt, leavin nan standing ; taneously the
companies L stop] { those «
houst tops, hushed
1?“.‘ 5 O ‘-‘\]JI‘&' >

“Whoishe?” t waliers asked each other.

Cortes, cooler f the rest, turned to Marina ;
prineess Nenetzin if she knows him.”

And N 1

The ’tzin Guatamo.”

As the two chiefs surveye h other in full recognition,
down from the sky, as it were, broke an intonation so deep
that the Christians were startled, and the women fled from
the roof.

“Ola!” cried Alvarado, with Jaugh, ave heard
that thunder before. ‘ with your visors, gentlemen, as

ye care for the faces your mothers love |
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buses swept them away, and choked the chasm with the

slain ; still others braved the peril ; company after company

t[\i.-lll“-i into the fatal snare usel sly, as waves roll forward
ea-wall.

- and the stars,
to see the wrecks

'.'| street and }_wt}..L-'l-—

fenders lay ups ir arms, or, told off in
ties, l.l‘:\\\‘." l O Ik
the infidels collect heir dead and wounded,

They did not offer to attack, — custom

the walls they sent their vengeful

» listening sentinels on the parapet noted the

yaration from every quar-
ter of the city themselves, and muttered
the names of saints and good angels, and thought shudder-

ingly of the morrow.
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