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Now cr never!” The ecstasy of battle fled from him ; his
will became infirm as a child’s. In the space between him and
the turret the smoke of the guns curled and writhed sensu-
ously, each moment growing fainter and weaker, as did the
great purpose to which he thought he had steeled himself.
When he brought the shield down, his face was that of a man
whom long sickness had laid close to the gates of death.
Then came the image of Tula, and then the royal permission
to do what the gods enjoined, — nay, more than permission,
a charge which left the deed to his hand, that there might
be no lingering amongst the strangers. “O sweetheart!”
he said, to himself, “if this duty leave me stainless, whom
may I thank but you!”

Then he spoke to Hualpa, though with a choking voice, —

 The king is coming. I must go and meet him. Get my
bow, and stand by me with an arrow in place for instant
use,”

Hualpa moved away slowly, watching the 'tzin ; then he
returned, and asked, in a manner as full of meaning as the
words themselves,

¢ s there not great meed that the arrow should be very
true 1"

The master's eyes met his as he answered, “ Yes ; be
careful.”

Yet the hunter .\'l\l_‘,':w].

« () 'tzin,” he said, “his blood is not in my veins. He
is only my benefactor. Your days are not numbered, like

mine, and as yet you are blameless ; for the sake of the peace
that makes life sweet, I pray you let my hand do this
service.”

And the 'tzin took his hand, and replied, fervently, -
« There is nothing so precious as the sight that is quick to

i

gee the sorrows of others, unless it be the heart that hurries

to help them. After this, I may never doubt your love;

THE KING BEFORE HIS PEOPLE AGAIN. 541

but the duty is mine, — made so by the gods, — and he has
asked it of me. Lo, the heralds appear!”

¢ He has asked it of you! that is enough,” and Hualpa
stayed no longer.

Upon the turret the carpet was spread and the canopy
get up, and forth came a throng of cavaliers and infidel
lords, the latter hil[-'!‘n}i“l;:\' bedight ; then appeared Monte-
guma and Cortes.

As the king moved forward a cry, blent of all feelings,
love, fear, admiration, Ve burst from the
great audience ; after which only Guatamozin and Hualpa,
in front of the gate, were left standing.

And such r]ilr!l«‘.ur flashed from the monarch's person,
from his sandals of gold, tunic of feathers, tilmatls of white,
and copilli * ing stimably jeweled ; from his face and mien
issued such majesty that, after salutation, the
multitude became of the place a parl ionl s the
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