.{.L‘S. ‘..,



dw.‘ aad “
- "‘-—)







1081
FEQ aqiEnny 1y
NITI4IR ‘NOLHOO0OH

r‘:-:.‘ —%-_,.7._ ——
tuull;l!@!’d,'ﬂ!‘ N
e _———r
B W il

HOVTIVA MAT

OIIEE Jo 3smbuod af o |

L’
SNIZI: dHL 40 LSVT JHL %o
do9 ¥Ivi HHL




11 £9 pormad

aprssadyy "L

(g Alfonst

NOTT OASNI T T "0 -
oar A s A L0l - :
YoIend Vo Universisark

NOTE BY THE AUTHOR




NOTE BY THE AUTHOR.

1e beautiful valléy in which the story is located.
g to make the descripfioffs yet more real, and

™

> more-impaessiyer b togk the liberty of attrib-

ng the “'“512”1"";}'“-‘«“ R’ h'.'.'NLul' M}:.-‘-,:'.'.\i.::(r-'-' r may
be thought of his works, was mot. himself a fiction.
Without meaning to insinuate that Tag Far Gop

would have béen! thé worse for creation\by Don Fer-

nando de Alva, the Tezcucan, I wish-merely to say

o

that it is not a translation. Havine beén

however, row that publication is at hand, chang

impossible ; henee, nothing is| omitted, -
introductory, and conelusion are given to
exactly as they were brought to the publisher

author,

Boston Mass, August$, 1873
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26 . THE FAIR GOD.

midway the tower and the western verge of the azotcas de-
scended into a court-yard, around which, in the shade of a
colonnade, were doors and windows of habitable apartments
and passages leading far into the interior. And there,
shrouded in a perpetual twilight and darkness, once slept,
ate; prayed, and studied or dreamed. the members of a meeri
nity powerful as” the Templars-and gloomy as the Fratree
Minores.

The interior was' eut info rooms, and long, winding halls,
and countless eellular dens.

Such was the Cit of Quetzal’, — stern, sombre, and massive
as in its first days; unchanged in all save the prosperity
of its priesthood and the popularity of its.shrine. Time waus
when every cell confained its votaries, and kings, returning
from battle, bowed before the altar. But Montezuma 11:1:1
built @ new edifice, and set up there a new idol ; and as if a
king could better make a god /than enstom, the people aban-

doned the old onesto desuetude. Up in the ancient capola,
however, sat the image said to have beéen carved by Quetzal’s
own hand.  Still-the fair face looked out benianly on its realm
of air; carelessly the winds waved © the plumes of fire ” thas

decked ifs awful head ; and one stony hand yet grasped a
golden sceptre, while the other held aloft the painted shield,
—symbols of its dominion.* Bub the servitors and surpliced
mystigs were gone ; the cells were very solitudes ; the last
paba lingered to protect the image and its-mansion, all ua-
witting how, in his faithfulness of love, he himself had as-
sumed the highest prerogative of a god.

The fire from the urn on the tower flashed a red glow down
over the azofeas, near a corner of which Mualox _.sl'ocn.l, his
beard white and flowing as his surplice. Thought of days
palmier for himself and more glorious for his tem ple and g«;d
struggled to his lips. :

“Children of Azatlan, ye have strayed from his shrine

* Sehagun, Hist. de Nueva Esp.
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and dust is on his shield. The temple is of his handiwork,
but its chambers are voiceless ; the morning comes and falls
asleep on its steps; and no foot disturbs it, no one seeks its
blessines, Where is the hymn of the choir? Where the
prayer? Where the holiness that rested, like a spell, around
the altar? TIs the valley fruitless, and are the gardens with-
out flowers, that he should be without offering or saerifice ?
. Ah! well ye know that the day is not distant when
he will glister again in the valley ; when he will come, not
as of old-he departed, the full harvest quick ripening in his
footsteps, but with the power of Mictlan,* the owl on his
gkirt, and death in hishand. Return, O children, and Tenoch-
titlan may yet live !”

In the midst of his pleadings there was a clang of san
dalled feet on the pavement, and two men eame near him,
and stopped. One of them wore the hood and long black
gown of a priest; the ether the full military garh,— bur-
nished casque crested with plumes, a fur-trimmed tilmallz,
escaupil, and maatlatl, and sandals the thongs of which were
embossed with silver. He also carried a javelin, and a
shield with an owl painted on its face. Indeed, one will
travel far before finding, among Christians or unbelievers,
his peer. He was then not more than twenty-five years old,
tall and nobly proportioned, and with a bearing truly royal
In Spain T have seen eyes as large and lustrous, but none of
such power and variety of expression. His compléxion was
merely the brown of the sun. Though very masculine, his
features, especially when the spirit was in repose, were soft-
ened by an expression mnusually gentle and attractive
Siichrwas) the “tzin Guatamo’, or; @s,he ds more commonly
known ‘in history, Guatamozin, — the ‘highest, noblest type
of his race, blending in one its genius and heroism, with
but few of its debasements.

% The Mexican Hell, The owl was the symbol of the Devil, whose name

signifies “*the rational owl.”




o

iently

d hands







GOD.




THE PROPHECY ON THE WALL.

ing a serpent.
I where

Tenocht

western w w

on & rock ; a priest points him n leonace

actus, hold:




€onq i rad 1’

{¢ tho

Montez

before

» AAS WAITIOS




Read the next w
% There is no ot
I'he eastern, southern,

d, and 1nta

friend. There is no om

The paba humbled hi

slowly and
When “' ]
had

wriie




A 1V
“ Whom did
“ The "tzin
“J kn
not/ to borr

NG

When not with the







44

g
:

The for

Vvices exe ept
« Walcom:




gy

of




gy

of













) !'vplim],

Quetzal’







%
ern

wesy

he

L




intens

rang with

as [i. Al |

for the mome




A DePOI

y reached th

ASCALANS, @&l1y

1 118
ised

X

ind

8

:IQI'H'L A}-'.U'L]-

wound ; in

rushed on




(igt- acclamaty

<O nt
stormy dint.

Meantim







68 THE FAIR GOD.

audience saw only the fortunate hero, standing so calmly before
them, the dead at his feet, and the golden light about him.

And the king was happy as the rest, and talked gayly,
caring little for the living or the dead. The combat was
over, and Quetzal mot come. Mnualox was a madman, not
g .prophet ; the Aztees had won; and the god was propitis
ated : so the questioner of the Morning flattered himself !

“Tf the Othmi cannot fight, he can serve for sacrifice.
Let him be removed. . And the dead — But hold ! he cried,
and his cheeks blanched with mortal pallor. “ Who comes
yonder? Tiok to-the arena, — nay, ‘to the people! By
my father’s ashes, the paba shall perish ! White hairs and
prophet’s gifts shall not save him.”

‘While the king was speaking, Mualox, the keeper of the
temple, rushed within the wall of shields. His dress was
disordered, and hewas bareheaded and unsandalled. Over
his shoulders and down his breast flowed his hair and beard,
tangled and. unkempt, wavy as a billow and white as the
foam. Excitement flashed from every feature; and far as
his vision ranged,— in every quarter, on every platform,—

in'the blood of others he kindled his own unwonted passion.

370 —5

CHAPTER XITL
MUALOX AND HIS WORLD.

N UALOX, after the departure of the king and *tzn,

ascended the tower of the old Cl, and remained there
all night, stooped beside the sacred fire, sorrowing and dream-
ing, hearkening to the voices of the city, or watching the mild-
eyed stars. So the morning found him. He, too, heheld
the coming of the sun, and trembled when the Smoking Hill

MUALOX AND HIS WORLD. 69

sent up its cloud. Then he heaped fresh fagots on the
dying fire, and went down to the court-yard. It was the
fiour when in all the other temples worshippers came to pray.

He took a lighted lamp from a table in his cell, and fol-
lowed a passage on deeper into the building. The way, like
that to the golden chamber, was intricate and bewildering.
Before a door at the foot of a flight of steps he stopped. A
pumber of earthen jars and ovens stood near ; while from
the room to which the door gave entrance there came a strong,
savory perfume, very grateful to the sense of a hungry man.
Here was the kitchen of the ancient house. The paba
went in.

This was on a level with the water of the canal at the
south base ; and when the good man came out, and descended
another stairway, he was in a hall, which, though below the
canal, was dusty and perfectly dry. Down the hall fwrther
e came to a doorway in the floor, or rather an aperture,
which had at one time been covered and hidden by a pon-
derous flag-stone yet lying elose by. A rope ladder was coiled
up on the stone. Flinging the ladder through the daor, he
heard it rattle on the floor beneath ; then he stooped, and
called, —

“Tecetl, Tecetl!”

No one replied. He repeated the call.

«Pgor child! She is asleep,” he said, in a low voice.
“T will go down without her:”

Leaving the lamp above, he committed himself to" the
unsteady rope; like one accustomed to it. Below all was
darkness ; but, pushing boldly on, he suddenly flung aside a
purtain! which had small silver bells. in the fringing; and,
ushered by the tiny ringing, he stepped into a chamber
lighted and full of beauty, —a grotto carven with infinite
labor from the bed-rock of the lake

And here, in the day mourned by the paba, when the
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of her form. One foot was exposed, and it was bare, small,
and nearly lost in the tufted mattress of her couch. Unde
a profusion of dark hair, covering the cushion like the floss
of silk, lay an arm’y a hand, dimpled and soft, rested lightly
on her breast. ‘The slumber was very deep, giving the face
the expression of dreamless repose, with the promise of
health and happiness upon waking.

The paba approached her tenderly, and knelt down. His
face was full of holy-affection. He bent his cheek close to
her parted lips, listening to her breathing. He brought the
straying locks back, and laid them across her neck. Now
and then & bird came and lighted on the-table,and he waved
his mantle to scare it away. And when the voice of the
fountain seemed, under an increased pulsation of the water,
to arow louder, he looked around, frowning lest it might dis-
turb her. She slept on, his love about her like a silent
prayer that has found.its consummation in perfect peace.

And as lie knelt, he became sad and thoughtful.. The

c_vems that were fo come, and his faith in their coming,

were as’ actual sorrows.  His reflections were like a plea
addressed to his conscience.

% God pardon me, if, after all, I should be mistaken! The
wrong would be so very great as to bar me from the Sun.
Is any vanity like that which makes sorrows for our fellows?
And such is not only the yvanity of the warrior, and that of
the ruler of tribes; sometimes it is of the priests who go
into the temples thinking of things that do not pertain to
the gods. What if mine were such?

«The holy Quetzal’ knows that I intended to be kind to
the child. I thought my knowledge greater than that of
ordinary mortals; I thought it moved in fields where only
the gods walk, sowing wisdom. The same vanity, taking
words, told me, ¢ Look up! There is no abyss between you
and the gods; they cannot make themselves of the dust

MUALOX AND HIS WORLD.

but you can reach their summit almost a god” And I
labored, seeking the principles that would accomplish my
dream, if such it were. Heaven forgive me, but I once
thought I had found them! Other men looking out on
ereation could see nothing but Wisdom — Wisdom every-
where ; but I looked with a stronger vision, and wherever
there was a trace of infinite Wispon, there was also for me
an infinite WILL.

“Here were the principles, but they were not enongh.
Something said to me, ¢ What were the Wisdom and Will
of the gods without subjects?’ It was a great idea: I
thought I stood almost upon the summit !

« And I set about building me a world. 1 took the treas-
ure of Quetzal’, and collected these maryels, and bought me
the labor of art. Weavers, florists, painters, masons, — all
toiled for me. Gold, labor, and time are here, — there is
little beauty without them. Here is my world,” he said
aloud, glancing around the great hall.

“J had my world; next I wanted a subject for my will.
But where to go? Not among men, — alas, they are theif™®
own slaves! Oue day I stood in the tignguez where &
woman was being sold. A baby in her arms smiled, it
might have been at the sunshine, it might have been
at me. The mother said, ‘Buy.” A light flashed upon
me— L bought you, my poor child. Men say of the
bud, It will be. a rose, aund of the plant, It will be a
tree; you were so young then that I said, “It will be a
mind” And into my world I brought you, thinking, as I
had made it, so™ would make a subject. This, I told you,
was_ your birthplace; and here passed your infancy and
childhood ; here you have dwelt. - Your cheeks are pale, my
little one, but full and fresh; your breath is sweet as the air
above a garden; and you have grown in beauty, knowing
nothing living but the birds and me. My will has a sub-

2
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which she sat reclined against a heap of cushions, her hands
clasped over her breast,

“ Do not let me be long gone!” she said. “The lamps
will burn Jow again, and T do not like to have the shadows
eome and fold up'my Howers.”

The paba took a pearl from the folds of his gown, and laid
it before her ; then he sat down, and fixed his eyes upon her
face 5 she looked at the jewel, and -composed herself as for

sleep. Her hands settled upon her bosom, her features grew
impassive, the lips slowly parted ;~gradually her eyelids

drooped, and the life running in the veins of her cheeks and
forehead went back into her heart. Out of the pearl seemed
to issue a:spell that stcle upon her spirits gently as an atomy
seftles through the still air. Finally, there was a sigh, a sob,
and oyer the soul of the maiden the will of Mualox became
ahsolute. He tock her hand in his.

“Wings swifter than’ the winds.are’ yours, Tecetl. Go,”
he said, “search for the god ; search the land.”

She moved not, and scarcely breathed.

* Speak,” he continued ; “ let me know that T am obeyed.”

The will was absolute ; she spoke, and though at first the
words came-slowly, yet he listened like a ;‘:1'~-1\’1};"L waiting for
revelation. She spoke of the land, of its rivers, ibrcszs,bzmil
mountains ; she spoke of the cities, of their streets and
buildings, and of their people, for whom she knew no name.
She spoke of events transpiring in distant provinces, as well
as in Tenochfitlan. She went into the temples, markets,
and palaces. Wherever men travelled, thither her spirit flew,
When the flight was done, and her broken desCription ceased,
the holy man sighed.

“Not yet, Tecetl ; he is not found. The god is not on
the land. Search the air.”

And still the will was absolute, though the theme of the
veer changed ; it was not of the land now, but of the higher

L A4
i

THE SEARCH FOI QUETZAL'.

realm ; she spoke of the sunshine and the cloud, of the wind
rushing and chill, of the earth far down, and grown so small
that the mountains levelled with the plains.

« Not yet, not yet,” he cried ;  the god is not in the air.
Go search the sea !”

In the hollow of his hand he lifted water, and sprinkled
her face ; and when he resumed his seat she spoke, not slowly
as before, but fast and free.

% The land is passed ; behind me are the cities and lakes,
and the great houses and blue waters, guch as I have seen in
my pictures. 1 am hovering now, father, where there is
nothing before me but waves and distance. White birds go
skimming about careless of the foam ; the winds pour upen
me steadily ; and in my ear is a sound as of a great voice. I
listen, and it is the sea ; or, father, it may be the voice of the
god whom you seek.”

She was silent; as if waiting for an answer.

“The water, isit? Well, well, — whither shall I go now?”

“Follow the shore; it may lead where only gods have
been.”

« Still the waves and the distance, and ‘the land, where'it
goes“down into the sea sprinkled with shells. Still the deep
voice in my ear, and the wind about me. I hurry on, but it
is all alike, — all water and sound. No! Outof the waves
rises a new land, the sea, a_girdle of billows, encircling it
everywhere ; yef there are blue clouds ascending from the
fields, and I see palm-trees and temples. May not thy god
dwell here?”

“ No. You See but an island. On!”

¢ Well, well. Behind me fades the island ; before me is
nothing but sheen and waves’and distance again ; far around
runs the line separating the sea and sky. Waste, all waste ;
the sea all green, the sky all blue; no life; no god. But

stay !”
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himself as to his means of information, he had even insti-
tuted inquiries outside the palace. And yet it was but one
of several mysteries ; behind it, if not superior, were the
gj)lden chamber; its. wealth, and the writing on the walls.
They were not to be attributed to the paba : works so won-
drons could not have been done in one lifetime. They were
the handiwoerk of a god, who had chosen Mualox for his ser-
vant and prophet; such was the jandgment of the king.

Nor ‘was that a1l The monarch had come to believe that
the strangers on the coast were Quetzal’ and his followers,
whom if/were vain' to resist, if their”object was ‘.‘cngfrnnce:
But the human- heart is seldom without its s!l;_f:l:s;.inn of
h'ilm; and i he \thought, though resistance was impossible,
might he mnet propitiate?  This policy had .eceupied. his
thoughts, and most’ likely without-zesult, for the words of
the councillor seemed welcome. Indeed, he could scarcely

iilll lL) 1“—'(7“81“7“‘- th(’ }\Uld i‘l(‘il th(}\' l:U!H'l'ymL——n”;‘hinn
A A 14

less, in faet, than meeting the od with his own prophet.

“Very well,” he said, in his héart. ¢ I will use the paba.
He shall come and stand betsween me and the woe.”

Then he arose, took a string of pearls from his neck
aml‘ with his own hand placed it around that of thc;
ancient. ;
. “Your place is with me, uncle, I will have a chamber
fitted for you hera in the palace. » Go no more away. Ho
steward ! The supper is done; let the: pipes be i)l'()ll‘fllt’
and give me music and dance. Bid the minstrels vume.n A:
song of the olden time may make me strong again.”

A TEZCUCAN LOVER.

CHAPTER IL
A TEZCUCAN LOVER.

FTYRACES of the supper speedily disappeared. The screen

_ was rolled away, and pipes placed in the monarch’s
hand for distribution amongst his familiars. Blue vapor
began to ascend to the carved rafters, when the tapestry on
both sides of the room was flung aside, and the sound of
cornets and flutes poured in from an adjoining apartment ;
and, as if answering the summons of the music, a company
of dancing-zirls-entered, and . filled the space in frout of the
monarch ; half nude were they, and flashing with ornaments,
and aerial with gauze and flying ribbons ; silver bells tinkled
with each step, and on their heads were wreaths, and in their
hands garlands of flowers. . Voluptuous children were they
of ‘the yoluptuous valley.

Saluting the monarch, they glided away, and commenced
a danee,  With dreamy, half-shut eyes, through the scented
elond momently deepening around him, he watched them ;
and.in the sensuous, animated scene was disclosed one of
the enchantments that had weaned him from the martial
love of his youth.

Every movement of the figure had been carefully studied,
and a kind of msthetic philosophy was blent with its perfect
time and elegance of motion. Slow and stately at first, it
gradually quickened ; then, as if to execite the blood and
fancy, it became more mazy and voluptuous ; and finally, as
that is the sweetest song that ends with a long decadence, it
was so concluded as to soothe the transports itself had
awakened. Sweeping along, it reached a point, a very
climax of abandon and beauty, in which the dancers ap-
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was abandoned, Mualox old. The desolation sppealed to
me. The god seemed to claim my service. I broke my
gments into the urn, then

T

spear and shield, and flung the frs
hastened to thepalace, loaded some famanes with woed, and

-7

went back to the Ci. I-was nottoo late there ; but, hurrying

to the tianguez, I found myself almost dishonored. So was

I kept from the arena ; that service te the god is now helping
my enemy as proof that T was waiting on a housetop to mur-
der my king and kinsman! Alas! I have only slaves to bear
witness to the holy work that keptme on the temple. Much
I fear the gods are making the king blind for his ruin and
the ruin of us-all. He believes the strangers on the coast
are from the Sun, when they are but men. Instead of war

against them, he is thinking of embassies and presents. Now,
more than ever; he needs the support of friends; buf he di-

vides his family against itself, and confers favors on enemies.
T see the danger. - Unfriendly gods are moving against us,
not in the strangers, but in our own divisions. Remember
the prophecy of Mualox, ¢ The race of Azatlan is ended for-
ever.”

The speaker stopped his walking, and his voice became
low and tremulous.

“Yet T love him ; he has been kind ; he gave me com-
mand ; through his graciousness I have dwelt unmolested in
this palace of my father. I ambound to him by love and law.
As he has been my friend, T will be his; when his peril is
greatest, I will be truest. Nothing but ill from him o Ana-
huac can make me his enemy. So, so,— let it pass. I trust
the future to the gods.”

Then, as if'seeking to rid himself of the bitter snbject; he
turned fo To. < Did not some one come with you?”

The boy told what he knew of Hualpa.

«J take him to be no common fellow ; he has some proud

ideas, I think you would like him.”
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“T will try your hunter, To’. And if he is what you say
of him, T will aceept his service.”

And they went immediately to the antechamber, where
Hualpa saluted the ’tzin. The latter surveyed his fine person
approvingly, and said, *“ I am told you wish to enter my ser-
vice. Were you ever in battle ?”

The hunter told his story with his wonted modesty.

“Well, the chase is a good school for warriors. It tramns
the thews, teaches patience and endurance, and sharpens the
spirit’s edge. Let us to the garden. A hand to refain
skill must continue its practice ; like a good memory, ib is
the better for exercise. Come, and I will show you how I
keep prepared for every emergency of combat.” And so say-
ing, the *tzin led the visitors out.

They went to the garden, followed by the retainers loung-
ing at the door. A short walk brought them to a space sur-
rounded by a copse of orange-trees, strewn with sand, and
broad enough for a moek baitle ; a few benches about the
margin afforded accommodation t0 spectators; a stone house
at the northern end served for armory, and was full of arms
and armor. A glance assured the visitors that the place had
been prepared ‘expressly for training. Sonie seore or more
of warriors, in the military livery of the 'tzin, already oceu-
pied a portion of the field. Upon his appearance they
quitted their games, and closed around him with respectful
salutatiens.

“How now, my good Chinantlan?”™ he said, pleasantly.
¢ Did T not award you a prize yesterday? There are few in
the valley who can excel you in launching the spear.”

“The plume is niine 10 longer,” replied the warrior. I
was beaten last night. The winner, however, is a country-
man.”

“A countryman! You Chinantlans seem born to the
spear. Where is the man1”
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palace. And for the time he was happy ; his soul may be
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“If it be not too presumptuous, most mighty king, — if
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“Most mighty king,” he said, ¢ if what 1 have done be
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their weight at that moment
the slingers, and the spearn
men of Ter
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and terrible to confirm the prophecies by which they wers
preceded.

And the people, made swift by alarm and curiosity, out-
marched Cortes many days. Before he reached Iztapalapan,
thecapital was full of them ; in multitudes, lords and slaves,
men, women, and children, like Jews to the Passover, sealed
the mountains, and huwrried through the valley and across
the lakes. ' Better opportunity to study the characteristics of
the trilies was never afforded.

All day and night the public resorts— streets, houses,

S,
temples — were burdened with the multitude, whose fear,
as the hour of entry drew migh, yielded to their curiosity.

And when, at last; the road the visitors would come by was
settled, the whole city seemed to breathe easier. From the
village of Iscalpan, so ran the word, they had boldly plunged
into the passes of the Sierra, and thence taken the direetest
route by way of Tlalmanaleco. And now they were at
Ayotzinco, a town on the eastern shore of lake Tezcueo;
to-morrow they would reach Iztapalapan, and then Tenoch-
titlan./ /Not a 'long time to waityif they brought the ven-
geance of Quetzal’ ; yet thousands took canoes, and crossed
to the village, and, catching the first view, hwried back, each
with a fancy more than ever inflamed.

A soldier, sauntering down the street, 1s beset with citi-
7ens.

“A pleasant.day, O son of Huitzil’!”

“A pleasant day; may all that shine on Tenochtitlan
be like it:!” he answers.

“ What news?”

T have been to the temple.”

“ And what says the feotuctli now ?”

“ Nothing. There are no signs. Like the stars, the hearts
of the victims will not answer.”

“What ! Did not Huitzl" speak last night?”

THE CONQUEROR WILL COME. 33

“Q yes!” And the wamior smiles with satisfaction.
“ Tast night he bade the priests tell the king not to oppose
the entry of Malinche.”

“Then what ?”

% Why, here in the city he would cut the strangers off to
the last one.”

And all the citizens ery in chorus, * Praised be Huitzil’ |”

Farther on the warrior cvertakes a comrade in arms.

“ Are we to take our shields to the field, O my brother?”
he asks.

¢ All is peaceful yet, — nothing but embassies.”

“ Is 1t true that the lord Cacama is to go in state, and in-
vite Malinche to Tenochtitlan 1”

“ He sets out to-day.”

“Ha, ha! Of all voices for war, his was the loudest.
Where canght he the merchant’s ery for peace?”

“In the temples ; it may be from Huitzl'.”

The answer is given in a low voice, and with an ironie
laugh.

% Well, well, comrade, there are but two lords fif, in time
like this, for the love of warriors,— Cuitlahua and Guata-
mozin. They still talk of war.”

¢ Cuitlahua, Cuitlahua ! ” And the laugh rises to boisterous
contempt. “ Why, he has consented to receive Malinche in
Iztapalapan, and entertain him witha banquet in his palace,
He has gone for that purpose now. The lord of Cojohnaca
is with him.”

“ Then we have only the 'tzin!”

The fellow sighs like one sincerely grieved.

% Only the ’tzin, brother, only the ’tzin! and he is ban-
ished !”

They shake their heads, and look what they dare not
speak, and go their ways. The gloom they take with them
is a sample of that which rests dver the whole valley,
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val, lisping his words, “T think for noble cavaliers ye are
easily content, Take the jewels and the gold ; but give
me that train of stalwart dogs, and a plantation worthy of
my degree hers by 1

50 the captaing ta

Meantime, the cotten cloth-was stretched along the dike,
Tin'!l on !uli-‘i and sea g hush prevailed.

:
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and Cacama. | Cortes met him halfw 1y. When face to
face, !hi“\' paused, and looked at each other Alas, for the
Aztec then ! In th

from the Sun,~— a god! The Spa

L

8 mailed stranger he beheld a visitant

saw, wrapped in the
rich vestments, « !‘!:. a8 man, — king, yet a i wen! Ha
opened - his. arms ; Montes litlahua ut-
tered &' cry to HuitzV, and cauch extended arms.
Long did Cortes keep jue's look at that
mowment ; long did he remember the dark brown face, swollen
with indignation his hand on his
swond,

“ Peace; Don Pedro ! ¥ sai Jortes. “The knave knows
nothing /of | respectable customs, stead of taking to\thy
sword, bless the hath been
saved the sin ¢ il Marina.”
The woman eame, and stood by the Snani rd, and ina
sweet voice interpreted the speeches he monarch expreSsed
delight at sesing his visit
titlan'; his mann
rado. Cortes ax
and extent of
baing at last befor

& present.

l wWo l-f

the princes were left t gers to their quarters,

THE ENTRY.

now they were
peaca, They ha l

the pretentious beauty of Cl

power and time

the pa-
lake into the ex-

7
it 'was pilain

r the presidency

ad ‘wrought their perfect works, everywhere visi-

4

foot, n sounding bridge, or & broad paves

mworn by wheel or hoof :
s, figured portals, juttin

with columns of

a temple ; oy

1

1 way,

on the right and

¢ balconies, embat-

h‘"ll:]ﬂ ired marble

v'rll‘ l'l

and smoking bmzers, or lower

por but 1

12, floated waftures
and every

1 the portic

like

! niarer t _\\'Ii’.

b4 '
3 il

full

1 Ltheé women on yon

of ducats, if they
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“ Nay, that would I if they would

The progress of the pageant was necessarily slow ; but at
l:b‘l Hu' .~I,o~x'!';{u1‘> on Iix" | €} l}.}'i" of ”"Ailfli' heard its S
at last the daughters of the king beheld it in the street below
them,

“\Gods of my fathers ! * thought Tula, awed and trembling,
¥ what mamer of beings are these 1

And | the eross-bpwmen ) and arqiebusiers, their weapons
and glittering [iron| eps, the guns, and slaves that dragged
them, even the Hag of Spain, — objects« nighty interest
to others, —drew from Nenetzin but a passing glance,
Very beautiful to her, however, were the cavaliers, insomuch
that shé cared only for their gny pernons, their shields,
their plumes nodding bravely above their helms,
of stmnge metal, on which the sun séemed t play a
fiery love, and their steeds, creatures for the service
of gods. Suddenly her eyes fixed, her heart stopped ; point-
ing to where the good Captain Alvarado rode, scanning,
with U}-(i‘.:nvi face, the great | le, 0 Tula, Tula!® she
llAl “5ee ! v“)"tr' goes ‘.‘]A" l’ u"'}""l warnor »f H\.\‘
drearn/!”

But 1t happened thet Tula was, at the moment, too much
occupied to listen o I '

near the roval

Yeteve, the priestess.

“Tha noble Tula 12

A glance che

Then Yete

The prom
recognized Gi
disguise, in
liscerned his s

) dispute the justice of his banishment. Love scorned

ere he stood, the man for the time ; strong-

the argument. Th

‘THE ENTRY.

armed, stron
watching afir
him to promir

love higher, if

y crowd,
or knew tl

entry of the tenles

hat he was heard in

the cause of

5 COotln-

anies inside
him in

sinds, while

he then knew

3\':[\"1:.1~=' ]xi.\'

he 'h’ﬂ[l}v“ his hands,

SATl, W06 1INasre-

o

it 8 honor ]

Along the massive
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walls that encircled it he stationed sentinels: at every oate
planted eannon ; and, like the enémy he was, he began, and
from that time enforced, ore

The rest of t} i
he rest of the day t

a discipline sterne
he citizens, from the

pleskept incessant wateh upaon the pal

of levening were collecting gver li:v'- 5 the thousands

gronped along the streets, were whispering of the incidents

they had: seen; a thundevous report broke the solemn still-

1 | T L.
ness | and) they logked at eath other,\and trembled, and

i) Y VenInge oni &0 r .
called the évening guns of Cortes  Voiees of the Gods.”

BOOK

CHAPT

PUBLIC

(ﬂ\“ UATAMOZIN, accompanie

low on the honzon.

Then the 'tzin said,

mus! g0 bat k to Tenochtitla

|

& To-night 1" Hualpa asks

FIVE.

ER L

IPINTON,

1 by Hualpa, left the city
d, doubtless, by the

in silence, until

| faded into a rosy tant

ronf
CApiwil LN

body and spirit ; yeb

“To-nmght ; nead help.

#What 1 can, O "tzin, that will L."

“ You are weary, also,”

“1 sould follow a wou

‘1t 15 well”
After a while the '

lay 1};'.‘-“ unl

ided deer $ill dawn, if you so wished.”

f my youth.

[ have seen. the

ontented meet L0-

‘much talk of war with

y eriminal ; and yet there
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THE FAIR GOD.

xile without a cause,” he next said, “I have
istinguish between the king and country. 1
ons when the choosing be-
3 they hence ! but
when-tlhiey come, To accom-
their| purpose, fhe lords in the city rely upon their
power, Which is nothing ;' with the signet in his hand,
8 There I8 I!l::t.
wWTou right-
it, where
r known
or, and his
t, meaning
of artisan,
a purpose
lked with them.
here was not a

me was there !

Honor to the people ! fore theytire conquered the lake

will wear a~red mot of the swi! Imagine them of one
mind, and zealot my catehes
ounding

y stranger

Come

PUBLIC

O

PIN1ON.

pulace

as mu

f the
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5 o — —_— i
must die, it shall be like a fighting man, —a hero's song for
future minstrels. Help me now. We will take the trophy
to the city, and set it up in the tianguez along with the
shield, arms, and armor. The rotting head in the summer-
house we will| fix mear by on the lance. To-morrow. when
the traders open their stalls, and the thousands so shamelessly

k 1o their bartering and business, a mystery

sold come bac
shall meet them which no man can 100k upon and afterwards
believe Malinche n ;_'wi. I see the scene, — the rush of the
peoplé, their surprise, their pointing ‘fingers. I hear the
eager questions, ‘ What are they ?’ ‘< Whence came they ??
I hear the réady answer, * Death to the strangers!’ Then, O
comrade, will begin the Opinion, }:_\’ force of which, the g«-t]s
willing, we shall vet hear the drum of Huitzil’. Lay hold
uow, aud let ug to the canoe with the trophies.”

“If it be heavy as it seems, géod "tzin.,” said Hualpa,
stooping to the wooden slab which gerveéd as the base of the
effigy, *“I.fear we shall be oyertasked.”

“Tt.is not heavy; two children could carry it. A word
more befors we proceed.  In what 1 propose there is a peril
aside/ from’ the patrols in the tianguez. Malinche will hear
of —=2

H!nl;u laughed. “ Was ever a vietim sacrificed before he

was caught 7 "

“ Hear further,” said the 'tzin, gravely. “ I to k the king -

to the summer-house, and: showed him the head. which he
will récognize. \ Your heart, as well as mine: may pay the
forfeit. Consider.”

“Lay hold, O 'tzin! Did you not but now call me com-
rade 2 Lay hold!”

Thereupon they carried the once good steed out to the
landing. Then the 'tzin went to the kiosk for the Span-

iard’s head, while Hualpa returned to the palace for the

arms and equipments. The head, wrapped in a cloth, was
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“T1t 15 dona!

iest when serv-

n halniue

unges, and, lulled by

the day bHredk
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you, — where have you

: temple. But

: To be perfectly

your {ather’s
happy in Teno ) remember, first, how
no pure

There,

thel judges panish dean

zens, neighhors
torest } The times are won-
derful. ot know there are g Tenochtitlan besides
thods E . ho will ) nued H .l“l':'L
L von head '].,'1.-:.,‘--‘
fall not
It wn
u)h'ﬂ'!"\‘"i
“ (Fods
whence e !
“ And who put them h

%

Hualpa answered

“Wall said

his eyes

e terrble

first rested on the stately fim

head on the |

100
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The man mised his eyes to the head on the lanee, and 111"}'
became transfixed with horror.
“Look, then, to what we have here, and, saying it

messace I.l-'lh the i 7 11 it for us. »\.}r".x‘r\' out,

5 A

s incapable of spee

A ghame to the herole'god !

) 106,
il read 1
Hualpa turned fo group as if studying it. Around

him fell the silence ¢

s children of

1 to me, and
18 too lute.
m, and

o

1, '!fi‘[ eve I'.\_'-

they I‘icir‘. ! X

ommon

throughout the

his axXH iRl
action.

ftor ¢
AL S

Morniy
gount

inere:




THE FAIR GOD.
_ . -
7 we sailed from Cnba, —may the saints preserve
ey were, yet conld I swear that yonder hangs the
head of a vietim.”
Wver'tha ractlans cvowd the g e .
Over the 1 less crow L they looked at the ghastly object,
gager yet nueartain:
“Now I 11~‘Y'!(;.L!\ meg fhe poor wr
the death m vy haye been one
Tlaseala, - If, we are in
concluded from the wi
Heaven and St
\\,'l‘,iIN ns s in . iwne
1 by the effronts ry of

ation, they

the m easion to shorte n
the spectacle, they looked

the head, ( Remembrance was faith-
1 of & commade ; in

»

Santa Maria |

As they eazad. tears o and rage filled their evesiand

coursed dows
: sud the sterner fellow at whose snggestion they

- ‘ cace
1! Do

16 to mix with

had come
as I bid !
masses for the poor fallow’s souls.  Look' to the infidels ! 11
will take down the

loathsome ob-

hall have

now !

lﬂ!!tl)

of his sweetheart

3 Armaor

TY. 267

HOW ILLS OF STATE BECOME JLLS OF SOCIE

o willing, it shall redden

nds of he 1l .\T" we

Heave
hese o
unhelievers,

lifts a hand or bars the way.”
Needless to depict

the counte-

L

OF SOCTETY.

had acquired somewhat
Thanks to Hualpa, and

trike stoutly with

the prines
ortanes of a4 man

his own mmdustry, he ould harl a javeh
oy eay . ol e
a magualkuit/, an | boast of skill with the bow, As well b

led hought of

might, he sml

his

plishments an 1 digmni

naternal eare, and from
1 & treatment due to his accom-
idents narrated in the preceding

The day after the
] mnd requesie

# You look{vexed,

a A L ke

he coming

to see Nenetzin, but she re

0 8e0 4




268 THE FAIR GOD, HOW ILIS OF STATE BECOME ILIS OF SOCIETY.

“Then why is she so provoking 1

nlui:"‘l
".\[}' brother, you know not w it is f g would like.
her lover. Nenetzin has found : bat, and the

It is totalk about him T want to see

*You know him !» How? when1”

“ Do Tnot see him ey ry day? Is he not my comrada}®

*Your comrade ! :

“The loxd Hualpa ! e came to you once with a mess
from the tin"

To a woman, the most interes ( are those that
have to do with the went passion, Seeing his mistake, she
enconraged s,

“Yesy T remémber him. yis both brave and handsome™

Io" Joft the vase, and came her side.  His curiosity was
piqued.

“ How came vou to ki her lovert He would

hardly confess it

vith our glings, we
We talked about
[ should be a war-
cala ; he should hat von intended saying t«

Yyou w ‘»<."'l

wa mng

should not be s
o :  and skill, his dos
st skilful. He ) y

him. Then he
] I )| l}lllt-

b 1t is to be
» 50.  Hesaid
[ thought
.AZ,‘i "f
how he tmve vou
from himself.

H put me ff ; at last he said he was s

him as I and the 'tzin do!l

foolish fellow, and in his lonely haunts in Tihuanco had ao
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“ Does the 'tzin so love him 1’

“ Was he not a chosen messene

“1 fear she 18 1»«".\'“:1
our little arts. Fine speechs me will not do. Though we

1 ) e w o h S
pattited, him fair as Quetzal’, ane before her
I

every hour in the day,stllit wou be enough. Does

he come often to the city 3’

; , yes ; the
* .4 1Y% ’
chinampa | ng tune, and

at Wil b AN extine r -
that will bs an excu You can bring

the lord | Hualpa, and T will take n fminstrel, and have him
sing, and tell stories of love and love

She/stopped, and sighed, thinking, doubtless. how the

"win's presence would

meeting.
At that momemt tl

aside, and
Nenetzin herself came in, lookihe vexéd and poutit

I %

“Yesterday wastoo m f id Tula, pleas-
antly, “I hope she 15 well ag

“ T slont
BlepL poorty, ' wa

“If 'yon are sick, w

“.No, I hate the herb-dealers.

“ What ails youn, Nenetzin1" asked Io’ t

“Who would not beailing, afflicted as ¢ been? One
graceless fellow after until I am
out o1 _patience

[o" eolored

‘But what if they had news” said Tula:

from the strang

Nenetzin's faee (hrightened, % What of them? ' Have

3 s
met o
something

they waited on ou
“ Have they, Io'
He made no answer ;
“ Well, well ! what

[ shall have to send

HOW ILLS OF STATE BECOME ILLS OF S WCIETY
hack to the ’tzin ; and, Nenetzin, fie ! the young lords would
be afraid to see you now."”
% 'The monkeys !”
Io'. withont a word, left the room.
“You are too hard, Nenetzin, Our brother wants to be

£ vha vanne losdeava Me fvia
treated like a man, Many of the young lords are his friends.

When vou came in, he was teliing y of the f
wib saved our futher's life.

Nenetzin appeared unintereste d.
ust be equal to the "tzin. Have

ine fellow

% From Io's account, he m
you forgotten him? "
Do I have his vase somewhere.”

- .\"IH}H\‘-!;"M' ] ].-:}l' you have not ]ur’. [ rr-“:".w:d
one at the same time; there mine 18, — that one filled with
flowers.”

Nenetzin did not look.

« When he made you the gift, I think he meant more

AH: is a lover w0 be proud of, and, sis-
ter, m.”

“T do not care for lovers.”

“ Not care to be loved 7"

Nenetzin tarned to her with tearful eyes. % Just now
you said o’ ted to be , man; for the same
;‘t'iswu‘ O Tula, 1 a woman. I do want
to be love {

I'ula-put -her arm around her, |

will learn better afterwhiles "1 treat you as

habit, and becaus ) he warm, sweel love of our chid-
hood. O that

They were

jpon  her separate
theretolore so

}

i

thouclit,| Both Junconsciods| that' the' path
wfully travelled together was now divergent, and that t
Of all the evil angels

one is the most cruel whose mission 1t 18

10 sunder the loves of the household
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. \\'Ll‘h was I a jester
ills s if T.did not
woman's tiotbles 1 #

“But this i

i ]Ailf" A.

"

i

“ Anfl know

not pretty 4"

Are you not
U what

SAW

me love 1
% He/is onr f

*“His guest

y ‘fn‘ll
80’ happy yestar
when hs

shouting, and he heand 1,

teas, My heart stood
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some ! You
> forehead, and
tucel
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1 Wis
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“ 1 do no
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THE FAIR GOD, ENNUYE IN THE OLD PALACE

“The love I not divide us ; we are sisters!” And

him the sweetest of my eollection, and said something about

them as a cure for ills of the mind. *Thank you, daughtep? clung to her
he said, ‘the ills I mourn are your father’s. If you can get

him t f"-l'-‘:'fr his 111%1_.’1;1.4 of war against Malinche, do 80 And she passe
ab-any price, ¢« If flowers influence him, coms yourself, and her: and T
bring your maidens, and gather them all for him. Leave not were breal

garden.’ | ‘1§ he &0 bent on war?’ I asked. Not

In the temples every hand 1s making read #lls of society been written.

“ But my father counsels otherwise.” The old man shook his

' "

head. *1 know ev ry purpose of his soul.
o A\H'i * 111‘1‘. .A” { ! -'“}\' i .\" :J"zli“.

‘No. | Have you not heard what teck place in the tian-
guez Ais morning 1™ CHAPTER 1V,
A 1l Tl old i the a cardhee of the 20 ( ha
And Tula told ‘of the a peardhice of the horse and the RYNUYE IN THE OLD PALACK.
stranger's head ; how nobody knew who placed them there ;

how they were  thoug from Huitzil', and THER, holy father ! and by my sword, as beltad

with what design : an W by for war was spread, ' knight Oxd Rl thee 80 1n lovgiand honor,

until the beggars i street were clamoring.  “ War there nave heard thee lalk ) arned phrase about the sair

y right around as.  Our father will lead and_guote the sayings of , Mere makeps of

will.be, O mysister, rij
. - . 5 Ve x -4 1 ) 41 - ‘ ot pal -
the companies against Malinche, The 'tzin, ( uitlahua, Io', which & will swear are { : pare du

and all 'we Jave best of  otr e unfrymen will take part. least, no vell preservad as the bones

O Nenetzin, of the-ehildren of the Si , will vou along
side with the stra [

lay our great

father,”
“ And yet I would _‘1”“.1.‘_'
and with sobs.

“Then ' you are’ not ing her

back wchless, and thro Iy r scarf

over her head, turned to
The elder siste;

her. *Pardon, N [ did not know what T was say- } ‘

mg.  Stay —" “ Righ ) . =,

i 143 ol . 15 < il SOUis ©

nee-strack, and caught

sinners

’ 1 . 1 imeveront
“Not now. T cannot help loving the stranger. e Yook Al
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ENNUYE IN THE OLD PALACE
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o pro-
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science | -
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—_———

“ Mahomet — s0 saith history — taught his warriors that

Paradise lieth in the shade
thy doctrine as
]'lv':&rv'i!: me ;

»

inspiring-than ¢} i

Olmedo ked mnto the blue

o 1 Aeny
rons and drux

ssing scimitars, — as unlike

It

n
s,

usually bright, and said, “ Thou

now I ask thee, son is it not

saintly lore than ‘one which nothi 1z

lances and high-bred steeds
wari”

¥ The taste of good wine,” sa

by Sta. ‘Agnes, holy father, T w
tha smoke from these dens is
sage. Look to the towers of

Just béforens,  How the

the morning air! When mv swe

fire-keepers, Heaven

A
man's waist.

father | This roofl is
much/ do T fear that we

meadows

silver, which he swor
Whién next we
borrow two of the preci

Olmedo’s gos

id Alvatado, seri
yld I had

Irning ‘me int

Yon temple, — the-great one

m them ]N'i.\,-‘ll

wats of the

md the good
me brigkly,
ise 3 and
nes ol freen
mg him,

‘Step longer, fatherd
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CHAPTER V.

ALVARADO FINDS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.
HERE was a bluster of trumpets and drums, and out
of the main gate of the palace in which he was lodged,
under the eyes of a concourse of spectators too vast to be

nearly estimated, Cortes marched with the greater part of his
Christians. - The eolumn was spirited, even brilliant. Good
steeds had improved with rest ; while good f;
of the luxury of royal bath
and riders;

are, not to speak
s, had reconstituted both footmen
At the head, as guides, walked four commis-
sioners of the king, — stately men,
plumed helms.

The Spaniards were full of glee, vented broa
tions, and manifested the abandon I have
ashore the first time after a long voyage:

* Be done, good horse!” said Sandoval to Motilla, whose
blood warmed under the outery of trumpet and el
“Be done!”

Montejo laughed. “ Chide her not! She feels the silver
on her heels as a fine lady the ribbons on her head”

“No,” said Alvarado, laying his lance half in rest, “ Mo-
tilla'is 'a Christian, and the' scent of the pag
nostrils.”

gorgeous In escaupiles and

d exaggera-
seen in sailors

arion.

an is in her

“Up with thy lance, Seior Capitan! The guides, if they
were to look back, would leave us without so much as good
day.”

“ Clierto, thou rt Tight ! But how pleasant it would be to
impale two of them at once!”

“Such thy speculation? T cannot believe thes,

I have
been thy comrade too long,” said Leon, gravely.
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& U TR onlas N T

Alvarado turned curtly, as if to say, “Explain thyself.
“The gold in their ears and on their wrists, Sefior, —
there were thine eyes. And thou didst look as if summing

o
up, — ear-rings, four ; bracelets, six ; sundries, three; fotal,

' »

thirteen ounces pure. Confess thee, confess thee !

The laugh was loud and long.

I have z;lrczul‘\j given the reader an idea of the fianguez, or
market, whither Cortes, by request, was first condueted. Tt
is suﬁi«':ir;ut to say now, that the exhibifion of the je\velleb:;
attracted most attention ; in front of their booths many of
the footmen actually broke ranks, determined to satisfy
themselves if all they there saw was indeed of the ro.yal
metal. Years after, they vaunted the sight as something
surpassing all the cities of Europe could displ.ay. :

Cortes occupied himself questioning the %111(1.(58 3 fn.r .\\'lnr.:h
purpose Marina was brought forward. Nothing of impor-
tance escaped him. .

At one of the corners, while the interpreter was in the
midst of a reply, Cortes’ horse suddenly stopped, startled
by an obstacle in the way. Secarcely a lanr:.wleflgth off,
pirt.m-ﬁ-s of terror, stood four slaves, richly liveried, ;and
bearing a palanquin crowned by '1 green /m‘w.n'/z'r'. .-

¢ By.Oux Lady, I will see what is here CI,mL-tr.mc-l ! ;

So ‘sa\fin;_', Alvarado spurred impetuously forward. The
guides threw themselves in his/way ;.hc nearly rode one of
them down ; and, laughing at the fright of ‘the 'sl-.wcs, he
drew aside the curtain of the carriage, and peered . .

 Jesu!” he cried, dropping the cloth, and reining his
horse back.
| % Hast thou the fiend there? Or only a woman ?” asked
Cortes. . -

“ A paragon, an houri, your excellency! W h:qt. a rude
fellow I haye been! She is frightened. Come hither, Ma-
rina. Say to the girl —”
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gested, the king conducted Cortes to the southern side of
the azoteas, whére were als presented a great part of the lake.
bordered with white towns, and the v illey stretching \way
to the purple i 5. The train followed them with mats and
stools; and erecte canopy. to intercept the sun: and
thus at ease, explained,and the guest listened.
monarch’s eyes rested
lly ¢ 18 itor’s | face ;| what\ he
imagine ; but well T ween there was’ more
cloudy sky than (in that bloodless cotntenance, The «
meanor of the ‘Spaniard was e tierlys he failed not to
follow every gesture of the royal hand ; and if the meaning
of what he heard-was lost becanse of the stra ige language,
the voice was nok  In the low, sad intonatic ns, unmarked: by
posiive emphasis, he divined more than the speaker read
in ' his | face, soul goodly in all but-it wn, If
now and-then the 3 eye Wan-
dered  from the

and Jake, and the

¢ the city
were, in the
visitor's mind, more picture of
power_or/ beanty.,

The interview—was at length inter ipted. Two great
towers erowned ' emple, one dedi-
cated to Tex ', the n to ut of the door of

the latter led by Boys

sweot,

HISC10US

their presence, addressed hims His words

were afterwards translated by Mar

“To your application, O king, there is no SEwe:
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removed ;
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They were in the grove of Chapultepec at the time. About

them were the famous trees, apparently old as the hill itself,

with trunks so massive that they had likeness to things of
cunning labor, products of some divine art, The sun tozrhml
them hére and there with slanting yellow rays, by contrast
deepening the shadews that purpled the air. From the
gnarled limbs the gray moss drooped, like listless drapery.
Nesting birds sang from the topmost boughs, and parrots,
flitting to and fro, lit the gloaming with transient L"lt’.:lﬂls of
scarlet and gold : yet the effect of the place was my sterious ;
the hushof the solitude softened reflection  into <~1rwnuinr'i
the silence was a solemn presence in which speech sunk tocaj.
whisper, and laughter would have been profanation. In such
primeval temples men walk with Time, as in paradise Adam
walked with God.

I am waiting for the lord Hualpa,” the king at last re-
plied, turning his sad eyes to his brother's face.

“Hualpa.! ” said Cuitlahua, marvelling, as well he might
to find the great king waiting for the merchant's son, so ]ajce]\:
a simple hunter. : [

“Yes, | He serves me in an affair of importance. His ap-
pointment was for noon.; he tarries, T fear, in the city. Next
time I will choose an older messenger.” :

The manner of the explanation was that of one who has
in, mind something of which he desires to speak, yet doubts
the wisdom of speaking. So the cacique secmedwto under-
stand, for he relapsed into silence, while the monarch again
looked upwards. Wasthe object he studied in the sky u-1 in
his heart ? {

Maxtlareturned ; saluting, he said; ¢ The lake is thronged
with canoes, O king, but none come this way.” 1

The sadness of the royal face deepened.

“ Montezuma, my brother,” said Cuitlahua,

“Well.”
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“Give me a moment'’s audience.”

o “(ertainly. The laggard comes not ; the rest of the day
is yours.” And to Maxtla he said, “In the palace are the

queens, and the princesses Tula and Nenetzin, Inform them

that T am coming.”

When the chief was gone, the monarch turned to Cui-
tlahua, smiling : “Yes, the rest of the day is yours, and the
night also ; for T must wait for the merchant’s son ; and our
mother, were she here, would say it was good of you to share
my waiting.”

The pleasantry and the tender allusion were hardly ob-
served by the cacique. I wished to call your attention to
Izlil', the Tezcucan,” he said, gravely.

«Tzt1il'? what of him now ?”

«Trouble. What else can come of him? Tast night at
the house of Xoli, the: Chalcan, he drank too much pulque,
quarrelled with the good man’s guests, and abused everybody
loyal,— abused you, my brother. I sent a servant to watch
him. You must know—if not, you should —that all
Tenochtitlan believes the Tezeuean to be in alliance with
Malinche and his robbers.”

« Robbers }” said Montezuma, starting.

The cacique went on. “That he has corresponded with
the Tlascalans is well understood. Only last night  he
spoke of a confederacy of tribes and cities to overturn the
Empire.”

% Goes he so far?” exclaimed the king, now very atten-
tive.

« He is a traitor ! ” replied Cuitlahua, emphatically. “So
T sent & servant to follow him. ~ From the Chalcan’s, he was
seen go %0 the gates of the palace of Axaya’. Malinche re-
ceived him. - He is there now.”

The two were silent awhile, the cacique observing *he
king, the king gazing upon the ground.
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Tecaleo and Aecatlan, the queens, and Tula, and their at-
tenda'nts, sitting on the azofeas of the ancient house, takin
t}}e air of the declining day, arose to salute the mom’rch an?
his brother. The latter took the hand of each, saying, “The
gods of our fathers be good-to you.” Tul;x"s f;)rc-;l;:ad he
touched with his lips; ~ His countenance, like his ficure and
nature, Indian in type, softened somewhat under 11:1'7 wla;n:e‘
He knew her sorrow, and' in sympathy thought of t] 2 .
and of the petition in his behalf, as yL:t un;nf:n*nre(].
] “All are not. here, one is absent, — Nenetzin,. Where is
Z:g:}.”l may not sleep well without hearing her laugh once

1e ’tzin,

Acatlan S'J_,!d, “You are very good, my-lord, to remember
my child. /She chose to remain below.”

* She is not sick, T hope.”

“ Not sick, yet not well.”

. L +h - v ~ ~£ %3 s

Ah'l the trouble is of the mind, perhaps. How old is
R - 3

she now.

Old enough to be inlove, if thatis vour meaning.”
v o

Cuitlahua smiled.  # That is ‘1
: i That is not a sickness, but a happi-

ness 'y so, at/ least, the minstrels say.”

“ What ails Nenetzin 1 asked ~le king.

Acatlan cast down her eyes, and husit.zlt?:d.

“Speak! What ails her? ™

“I hardly know.  She: hardly knows herself)” the queen
answered. “If'I am to believe what she tells me t-hé loxﬂ
Cuitlahua is right ; she is in love.” ,

s \\:ith Tula, I'suppose,” said the king, laughing.

“Would it were! She says her lover is c;:llcdDT onatich
Much: I fear, however, that what she"thinks love is 1';""111 :
& delusion, wrought by magie. She is not heL-"se‘If ; ’W‘l ’y
did Malinche go to the temple 1” : E

“Four days ago,” the king replied.

“ Well, the feule met her there, and spoke to her, and gave
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her a present. Since that, like a child, she has done little
glse than play with the trinket.”

Montezuma became interested. He seated himself, and
asked, “ You said the spell proceeds from the present: why
do you think so?”

“The giver said the gift was a symbol of his religion, and
whoever wore it became of his faith, and helonged to his god.”

¢ Mictlan !” muttered Cuitlahua.

“Strange ! what is the thing?” the king persisted.

“ Something of unknown metal, white, like silver, about a
hand in length, and attached to a chain.”

«Of unknown metal, — a symbol of religion! Where is
the marvel now?”!

« Around the-child’s neck, where I believe it has been
since she came from the temple. Once she allowed me to
see if T conld tell what the metal was, but enly for a mo-
ment, and then her eyes never quit me. She sits hours by
herself, with the bauble clasped in both hands, and sighs, and
mopes, and has no interest in what used to please her most.”

The king mused awhile. The power of the strangers was
very great ; what if the gift was the secret of the power?

% (3o, Acatlan,” he said, ¢ and call Nenefzin. See that she
brings the charm with her.”

Then he arose, and bezan moodily to walk. Cuitlahua
talked with Tecalco and|Tula, The houriwasvery pleasant.
The-sun, lingerifig above the horizon, poured a flood of bril-
liance upon the hill and palace, and over the flowers, trailing
vines, and dwarfed palm and banana trees, with which the
azoteas was provided.

Upon the return of the queen with Nenetzn, the king
resumed his seat. The girl knelt before him, her face very
pale, her eyes full of tears. So lately a child, scarce a
woman, yet so weighted with womanly ariefs, the father

could not view her except with compassion; so he raised
13" -
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The seal was taken in silence,

¢ . » : 1 :
“1In presencs, then, o 1 the pabas, the sacrifices wers

begun. I counted the victims, — nine hundred in all. The

R o e . 1w T .
afternoon and ni; nd t to the time of our departure

the Bervic 'L‘.L\’.'"L The-sound o om the holy men
was' unintermitted and Toud. ked once to the palace of
Axayn', and saw the azoteqs crowded with the strangers and
their Tiazcalans”

The 'king and the I ( ki axchanged glanees of
satisfaction,

“At last the labors of the feotuctli were rewarded. T saw
him tear a heart from 4 m's breast, and study the siens
then, witha loud ery, he ran and flune the heart into the
before the altar of Huitzil” : and all there joined in the ery,
whith was of mjoiding, and washed their hands in the blood:
Theholy man then came to me, and said; ¢ Say to Montezuma,
the wise ki hat itzil', the Supreme God, has answered,
and bids him begin the war, Sa him, also, to be of
cheer; for the Jand shall be delivered from the strangers, and
the strangers shall be delivered to Mim, in trust for the god.
Then he/stood in the door hé sanctuary, and made proela-
mation of the diy

l'o Huitzl” be the 1
) Montezuma. the glory " said Cuitlahua,

And the queens Tula kissed thé monarch’s hand, and

at his feet o' knelt, a

& A favor, O king, a fa

honest pride, “ It was well spoken, O my brother, well spos

ken. The blood and spirit of our race will survive us. I,
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the oldest, rejoice, and, with the youngest, pray; give us
each to do a warrior’ .

drighter grew

@ Your will be done,” he said to Io'. * Arnse I" Then
inspiration is from you, O holy g 1s ! strengthen it, I pray,
}

4 he

nnd help him in the way he would go.” A moment after,
turned to Cuitlahua, brother, have your wish also,
P :
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and the "tzin ; that for the former hope there was not, except
y whist might notw be done : and that yet there was not hope,
if the opportunities of war were as open to the one as to the

ether. o-the exile eontinned,

CHAPTER VIIL.
IRON CROSS COMES BACK TO ITS GIVER.

g -

hich the Span+
m the sanc-
same fime

longing

vised, and

. , wther Barto-

' »‘!»i-;\' L, TOmy enough for prayer and ;':;itvns!':.

ad the usual precautions against surprise been omitted :

on the contrary, extra devices in that w ¥ had been resorted

o ; the guards had rses stood capark
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soned : by the guns at the gates low fires were burning, to
matches of the gunners ; and at in-

light, in an inst

' i £ '& wnnts
tervals, unde detachments
of both

battle.

kings,

1, as usual,

.ll[:,::'im‘; 1t10, that the

jnrly | cal R Herian

monly restless. Aftera while
Bartolomé  enters

lad 1n & ecassock

waist by a leathern belt, to which
il a string of amber beads. At sight
e lortes. halted, and, leaning on his sword, said;* Bring

} t suit thee

ere, father ; or, if such womanly habit sui

hem on the settle vonder. Anyhow, thoun'rt

in advance of thy re-

ba
its weight 15
on with which thou
[ will come and stand

faw, and to our own

\TS
He wont near, and cor
“ A deputatior inted to confer with thee, i3 now com-

low voice, and r.;;»i-l‘.y.

ni
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¥, to which men th
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THE FAIR GOD.
. —_— e
» We put ourselves in the keeping of the Holy
out any certain purpose. We believed thers

' somewhers a land peopled and full of

that we were assured when we set

ont from the 'coast 1o cotite here.  And now that we am
eome, safe from so ny dangers, and h wdships, and battle 8,
westhink it no shame to admit that we were not prepared for

thit wa find, 8o far \L-T.i‘ 1,‘1" fact axeeed .” our 7:!!1.: H 4, B

i SAMUILES ,
neither can wa) be oharged Justly with weakness or fear, if
we all ds hethar the expedition 18 at an end,
and whether-the time hath arrived to collest our gains, and
divide them, and set ouy faces homeward. There are in the
army some who think that time com it/ I, and my asso-
ciites here, are not of that pinion.  We believe with Father
Obnedo, that God and ¢l ly Mother brought us to this
Innd, and that we are their 11ist 8 ; and that, in rewand

for our toils, and “for setii 1g"up ‘the ¢ross in all these abom-

inable temples, an r about the eonversion of these

heatheén  hordes, the o and all that is in it ame
ours.”

“ They are on word against
the flooruntil the ch il ours ;

ihject only fo the will

The latter words he said slowly, meaning th they should

remembered.
are giad, Sefior, to hear thy
given,” Diaz’ restmed.  “H we
opinion, and, following i
lrv'«>t'.~'~i~'!1 'L,‘l'l
wrmne,
sail awny, — then we th

If the reduction can be vest effected from
lie city, let us abide here, by all means ; if not, the sooner

we are beyond the dikes and brid yes, and out of the valley,
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su_\‘.
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Now present car
lq'iw'lh'l‘. l
have time t
turning to the U
who, as partof the

“ye have

him,

nstrumens
insiram

E were cautioned
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THE FAIR GOD.

stated, is, his liberty or our lives

that so vexeth

then fall upon

now that we

lllit‘i of bread &r
Seilor, T avouch that,
t1on for sonsideration
until ke is ready
prise my dnen

“And what

“Thea good g
I would ‘add, th

king's Gsteward, ]

The good man

% My children, upon

ey W

golemn hest hath been pl
Alvarado, from never into

name -—

Inay

In

5 and

le tribes.
. And

onr view,

into, the city ag
“IAnd thon, Ondas.”
“ Sefior,” iz
are. TIf, as all believe Sl i o g
) Hl 1Ma 18 bén ake v HI‘"'“

him in time, for Alvarado.
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“Who is he that so calleth1” the eantain ack '
L alletht” the captain asked, ancrily
“ Let him chooss another time.” ‘ y
I'he name was repeated more 1 mdly,
" 1 1 .
lell the » to-morrow.”
captain. was called.

¢ Devil fly ‘away with the fellow ! T will not
IMAn en

A .-utl\l'l'-r |,n!ut)lr,..!~ '-\'.‘!‘r!L Alvar

HNgry., ml E}\lg..’. !
* How now1 Dost thou ’

itel vl appren:

What hast thon? Be

pardon of the
‘Tam on

”

“Only a

‘II ("ur[('«‘;,
s gravely,
une running o
understand hew,
ron the street was
en in pursuit, She cried,

Admit no

| * Tonatinh,

hee, Sefior

a i'-ul‘-

':“I.'. the

If T am mistaken, T

, he eross. Shall T admit the
woman 1" 1

l.r';;;, ess Nenetzin.”
‘A_.il:,\,‘ i I )

rushed

report,” said Cortes, quie the business

until you return.”

CHAPTER IX.

TRULY WONDERFUL, — A FORTUNATE MAN HATH A MEMORY,

nd To' and Hualpa, were yet at(

V[W\\'(l- mnoes, tied to the strand, attested that the royal
A party : e,

which was no doubt as pl at night,
: X :

I Wropical suns.

gean
stars, a in th Y, K 11

That the lord Hualpa should r there was most nat-
llI'.ll, ln ., i\ 3 LTAIE] T ‘i 4] l AN :.P'Hx

hunting fo warri riches and no-
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) prince,

WS, Wera

fortuna  in
expectatio
Mother of the
diel” (
“But you
“The gods k he) future ; they! onls know Tha
i t of Tula and Nenet-
up of sweets.
how could I be
iserable ! We
for what ¢he
MOTTOw even of iis
nearness o havi and  the SO ) ‘.Lw-drum:
what 151t like 1"
% Like-the roll
“Well, when the
éar, sayinge, “1Tp, the

.m-i dow nt
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we

“ And I will go with
“No, you cannot.

]
14

“Until to-morro

¢ In the temple,” answered Hualpa.

CHAPTER X.
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=t g 5 5 .
alona o . ma . 0 s wall .}
aione gave s 3 0 e, |« € alls § card the

stamp of | 3 feet, and once a mneigh, il and loud.

shipful, withbut

ness of the 7o

eas, which

in the betrothal to Hualpe

passage of the ldke,
lowver to save
Shd woul
nimber of lances dropped’ with theis 3 aainst
} { ! u i 3. IS
hér breast, b with fear of those b ind of  those
before’ her, she almo i t i
for r, she alm died. 1| the-pavement, outside
the entrance, she was lyi vhen Alvarado came to the
rescue. “The guard madeway for hinv-quickly : for in his
panner was the wares R A ERp T e .
u :nhs. W s the wamning whi wthing takes from wonds,
not even threats ; verily, it had been. 4s wel ttempt £
: MY, I a 5 3 i atiemp 0
hinder/ a leapine panthes ¢ threw th e p, and
knelt by her, saying tenderdy. “ Nenotzin pUOr
(‘llll'i‘ i - ]

put. her
I AWaY,
& pain so

of him way

i

I Was & Lalr.,

mntarprctar
interpreter.

‘ ran
a rall

ud, “ Here,

; hand, and

iy

hs;.d' what

and then there

v NeWss - Said-Alvas

ghe gob it ;

Maize and
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About the great tem- because

sand warriors for an attack. and traitors,
e Are soevi thous and more,” our axpedit

kissing the little hand. « Look wealth w

Bring the light : mayhap we can

ed tha wour

Marina, students big-le

fa
tered parchments Will do better by thee ; I will cover the
arm that did this surgery with 1 lets of gold Run now,

ROL trickling

y to suffer

es, thoug)

on, tuened
her not,

to be at

If any do but

) me.  So, by my

'1"1'1‘ ”H'

«l what had been
] wsemblage,
turned, svith
caled to, threw

» a5 to be heard

bha no words

name of
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“ Good gentlemen,” said
now 1 Speak, Diaz del Ca
The good soldier,
conquest_and-ite-trials,
confess, (Seior, the eéntarpri

thought. T ¢onfess, al
.‘«if_\' than ity achiey
time T'seé but ane wily to the
monnrch here under
hands on him.”
“Are ye all

There

GOD.

summer all
h the r:»_\"x]
row our honrs
sault, and

mnd thae 1'in',1|"

griped

nd pressed

not 1, )‘, my

5 1
in their work to-

m to-norrovw. | And

| thou, Sandoval, ges

ghould we do betweer
our cunmni
we our

father,

on our ki
Let the
And the

father was ¢

ing. So the morning found thela.

CHAPTER
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tiful garden, he clomb the stairs

the ls\ was 1 dawned, he
dreaming of Nenetzin, an
ambition, always so chars

And the lord Cuitlahua
the dikes, and at the entrance
stationed. The bridues neavest
strangers were held

] : | L
thus detailed, the entire milit

And to all i

in Limie
COYVEDS Whal his duiy.is, 1y % slerinined, sunply swalls

and of

1
ue

even Lt

ssed with a sense that their

udien¢e-chambery

f each

ll".\“ 8 :ilf.

which hold

tian or tl
Fron

2

that Nenetzin slept,
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o
walt

]
ons

both, in fancy,

f soldiers,

ticeable that, be

! ”'ll
Morla. Marin, and

rarefi]l inenaction.

11
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“With thee,

sound of
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ny 1
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return; prisopey

going is.”

1@4ave tl“;

U 'E‘:-I"g]]

patrols,
hat the
Pedro, thy
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i+ it} »
I, Tatier,

i

Holy Mother

Our em-

wh his

it
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N otherwian hafrva & o e o 'l —
we did otherwise before a sovereign friend as dear to him as “ Have a cars

from the as yof t
thon, Marina, te 1}
The comely,

“The lords, whom I lously t

n goes \\'-:” ‘.\i:}]
fou-in the palice. ~ T hope so. | anything is wanted, you
have-only, to speak. My proviniees ar J

“ The Tords reported traly.”

“T amvery gl i
ry-glad. ‘he, and study-

wondered if

h which to pass the

however it might
l.“.:!lie-m.
s concluded.

Neverthaless,

weillors must

st have ; for cry, or attem peril of life.”

Iy shall grow The' monarch sat upright le and rigd ;
, however, relate dropped nj s brave ;
rson. Then

upon-the plattorm, us

90 18 hunting,” said Cortes, smiling

2 \I practice tha

king thy

rty and hy hypocrisy

my }.’.;1_\, L 7:'1_\'-1 “-

Some day
ke, and ]
that Kind
lo' he
1 b
hither the si balls. will teach Malix he to play ¢ - who had promised here in the ¢ to deliver us

logue.” T iasiBac
B pris sacrifice. a
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commanl
nor abont the d i
\ r for women and
gry adols ; now —"
Here the king
“1._do - not
troops attacking

“Thy governor

for the officer
i accopding to
{ to one of
of that
ly, with all
ken of by Ma-

wit) i ind
with whie

d to the

| 195
as

The listener start

Wn }‘ .l“‘“'.’Ilir.Imi
iities flashed the r lly and with
what solen :

the breasts of the members of his family, g
-
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-
1:1 » ;
at prince, like myself, volunta.

» & prisoner in the hands

Court, "zvv‘H-‘}n;Hy
and powre, 'with and the treat-
ment dnue a o e shalt thou have. So

in oy mast

fo

this wretched barba-

half ‘drawing hiz sword.

}

while his fa

“Wa can

not recede no V. 76 him‘ or
;ortes retired

time remained for

h turned to
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y {0 accom

As advised by Huital',
and these good uncles, T have resol ) go, and for a time
abidé with Malinche in the old palace. nd an officer, with
the workmen, to prepare quarters for my use and that of the

Publi
no
t a funeral ;
nd left, the cuard
n, speechless and
emn 3 three
! from down
the street; a man came running with all speed.  He gained
the year of the cortege, and Spoke a fow hurried wonds there ;
& musmur avose, and-'spread, and grew into a furious

Y, —

& moment more, and the cortege w 1ssolved in tumult. At
] .i 41 1)\

I ul precéded

them into the'city in the noming ; these closed firmly

around; a wéleon

‘Mirad!"” cried rtes, loudly. “ The varlets are with-

E arms. Let

The demonstration increased. 1.Closer the mob, some
adjuring the monarch, some threatening the 1ans, That
an understar
doubtful ;

if blood
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sed

T
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g

8
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when Jo' cam rposed my com-
Imni- 3, is lost.

“By ali

-~y
4..‘ -

R i e

-y -

O e—

w rapidly 1

g

selffaccusa-
w? What

If, and hear
me firther.”
Hualpa took t
tinued.  “Th

mpted a

Do net
m i the
E‘l e me,

r ; you saved

fis Ilie a second
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peaple whom

upon me appx

hold thy Victim !’
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What would
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28 of the

il Z:v-l oves

|
5 my last
1y the gods,

allusion 1=

in my throat

THE LORD HUALPA FLEES HIS FORTUNE. 345

tinction, except as
»
wne
The "tzin was too -|43,?, t«

l"‘l‘]\' ;.lellu' ‘l-l.xl'.'i:\. H arose, an { I
in, | d simply, “ And what said

Resuming his seat again, he ask

the king1”
“To what 1"

“You

]n' :\.'.H, excey L1

“ And he w

@ One

posed ; v

being the

YOIl ean

pak about the
“ l 200 3

been s

tor,

vietim of a marvellous for-

y full of sympathy, te

the arena awhils,

They could not revert,

y known him betier.
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—_
's face brigchtened, and he answered,

tzin ! With you I can be brave war

you, I am noth.
Whateve

can_rewnstate

can in

restore

|
'
i
|

my._own, oW me 1

me that and' T will bs your slave, soldier, o - what
you will.”

“It s well ™ said Guatamozin, & -Aarnestness,
“Iiiswall.Teanshow you the way. List The war,
! s

work. The

ers to-mor-

‘1'."E l - m'l }m

the I”~"'i'l" to

innot spare the

wue i many

The plot

r's own defaulg

You are in
To-morrow I will set

“To-n rmow ! " he n‘l:\-l.

a matter so hight”

Un I]u: (Pv_.:"![l'l.:?,
whether it will

vour side; I dare

) now, and get
mbat requin

breaiinst

WHOM THE GODS DESTRO FIRST MAKE MAD.
then to find more seemly ents, then to

you to midnight,

CHAPTER II.
WHOM THE GODS DESTROY THEY FIRST MAKE MAD,

r[ﬂ;”." morning after Hualpa’s return Xoli, the Chalcan,

as was his wont, passed through his many rooms, mak-

% Not one this morning,” they replied.

“Not even for a draught of pulgue / Wonderful | " eried
broker, bewildered and amazed. Then he hurried/ to
.:v‘-\'u-l, ogquizing N vent, ‘“Not one for break-

the generatio

131
resiael

r result, his house
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—

assumed the style of a meson, with accommodations equal ¢

those of the Iml.x"(' : such, he disle yal \\}xi:]'»‘:r'

and I am sorry to say Xoli did 1

ment as became a lover of

101 repu liate the i!L’lIn";A:'h-

the king. And such eating,
drinking, playing; such ¢ mspiring and plotti

Piott

I ng, such politi
1: p 1 1 -
cal discussion, such transactions in brokerage wi nt on daily

and 'nightly under his rdof’ as were never before known.

Now all this was broken off.

The silence wis not more
frightful than unprofitable.

11" said Xoli to that functionary, dis

passing whiteness of his apron. “ What
morning 17

knows is, that last

night &

mple passed through the eham

bers; after which, very shortly, guest departed.™
¢ A paba, a-paba!™ And Xoli/was more than ever per
plexed. “Heard you'what he <4

“ Not a word.”

“ Aboutl ‘what timé

“ And that js all v

The  stews 1 distractedly to the

18 the cham
bers. Sicht in the square,
however, brou the first pass
Ne i quarntanes

“Aplea ant m

in the u.it_v,
luld, Tztapalapar
snd other lake towns.

“When did they come 1”
“In the night.”

WHOM THE GODS DESTROY

}':\i‘ 18§

can

time,

) "/'111( 7’
[nvar

the

r himss
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And Xoli wiped the
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on the housetops ; ners, nor the musie,
nor the pomp, nor the hi f, though fully exposed to

view, amused or deceived the le ; for at the right and

T
—e 1
O s T

left of the carriage 1 Lugo, wrado, Avila, and
Leoti ;. next, Olmedo,-distingui
by his’ shaven crown, and-the
shaft of & lance ; after him, concluding the procession, ond
hundred and fifty Spaniards, ready for battle. Priesthood,

-kin;.— the, strangers ! )$er, more in ‘;LLML-_

M——- e

in the eyes of the

When the men
way of the temple; th I
remained until th bas; delegated for the purpose, took
him in their arms & arry him he azoteas ‘our times

in the passage of the terraces the cortege eams i view from

——
o —————

the side toward the palace, ¢limbing as it were. to the Suan;

Tre——

~- dimmer the holy symbols, fainter the solemn musie : and

each-time the people knelt ‘he unfortunate ¢ nng to wor-

Ty e

S)Iii' was still-the (
A detachment hinstians, under De Morla, preceded

the procession’ as ai Ivance-guard. rreatly wen ﬂn:_\' B~

—

prised at what they fotind on th keas, hind Tlalae; ab
the }n’v.'i of il ! tarway, wem ¢ core or more of

naked boys, swinging smoking ecensers ; vet farther towand

whe tower or sanctuary of Huitzil' was an assemblave of dan-
cing priestesses; veiled, rather than dressed. in' gaudv robes
and scarfs'y from the stéps to the doorof-the & whudry'a

passage-way had been left : elsewhere the red area was

OCeUuDIN Y 1 8, drawn up Iin 1 KS close ar scrupt=
i v 1 — A - r rupu

1""\\!"_' n
gown of | 23 but while his head was bare, theirs, were
13
covered by . more
like phantoms than me n,

-FH"((‘-I the >1nmnr|ia. lht!-'c'-i, s0 sensible were the latter
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[»]:’u ed in the ecentre of the

fronting the doorway.

The-¢h:
kneelin
TEI' cavaliers too
tween them an
lower

ullhnll,'i!‘ @l

i

\\'i” }:' ar you
he points
they are

yal hand, and
the floor he
: l, turned, and
wiis/ face t
nature

[l.'l"‘: calmly hald i

Meantime the monarch ki

hands upon

p!‘.’,*.'-‘r, W El- i

§ Imanner,
be obsery-

or intoning some
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“It 18 in
forth into the
f the strangers, and that

L

society, he
solving, and

me ; but kno

to eredit the avil 8
e Tes

king, that

with fervor. * mear pray you to
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The ‘tzin raised higher his princely head, and answered,

smiling joyously, —
“Then, father, by whatever charm, or incantation, or

virtue of Prayer you posses ]

s, hasten the destiny, — hasten
it; 1" conjuré ;you,, A-tomb would be a palace with her, a

palace would be a tomb without her.”

L8

And with ihe

llupon his face, and the resolution

yet in his heart, he again, and for the last time, turned his
back wpon Mualox.
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At the first sound of the music, the people, of whom, as
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enough to take the task upon thyself. Speak : what did
thy judgment dietate? What did thy conscience permit ?”

The good man arranged his hood, the better to shield his
face from-the rain, and answered, —

“Of the Christians, all whojare able will take their places
in the line ; the very sick will be borne by Tlascalans ; the
litters are ready for them.”

“Very well,” said Cortes.

“ The Tlascalans —"

“ (ierto, there: the trouble began!” and Cortes laid his
hand heavily on the priest's shoulder. * Three hundred and
more of them too weak to rise from the-straw, which yet
hath not kept their bones from bruising the stony floor!
Good hearty what didst thou with them 27

“They are dead.”

% Mother of God! Didst thou kil them ?” Cortes
griped the shoulder until’Olmedo groaned. “Didst thou
kill them?”

The, father shook himself' loose, saying, “There is no
blood or my hands. - The Holy Mother came to my help;
and this/ was the way. Remembrance of the love of
Christ forbade the leaving one Christian behind ; but the
heathen born had no such appeal ; they must be left,—
necessity said so. I could not kill them. By priestly
office, I could prepare: them for death ;.and so I went from
man to man with holy formula and sacramental wafer. The
caciques were with me the while, and when I had con-
cluded, they spoke some words to the sufferers : then T saw
what never Christian saw before. Hardly wilt thou believe
me, but, Sefior, I beheld the poor wretches, with smiles, bare
their breasts, and the chiefs begin and thrust their javelins
into the hearts of all there lying.”

An exclamation of horror burst from Cortes, —

“°T was murder, murger ! "What didst thou ?

ADIEU TO THE PALACE. 53

Olmedo replied quickly, “Trust me, my son, I rushed
in, and stayed the work until the victims themselves prayed
the chiefs to go on. Not even then did T give over my ef-
forts, — not until they made me understand the purpose of
the butchery.”

« And that? Haste thee, father. What thou tellest
will stagger Christendom !”

Again Cortes caught the priest’s shoulder.

“Nay,” said the latter, shrinking back, “thy hand is
hard enough without its glove of steel.”

¢ Pardon, father ; but, —”

“In good time, my son, in good fime! What, but for
thy impatience, I would have said ere this is, that the object
was to save the honor of the tribe, and, by killing the un-
fortunates, rescue them from the gods of their enemy. Ac-
cordingly, the bands who are first to enterthe palace to-night
or t(}ﬁlorm'.'.' will find treasure, — much treasure as thon
knowest, — butinot one vietim.”

The father spoke solemuly, for in the eireumstance there
was a strain ofl pious exaltation that found an echo in his
own devoted nature ; greatly was he shocked to hear Corfes
laugh.

““ Valgame Dios ! " he cried, crossing himself ; “the man
blasphemes ! ”

« Blasphemes, saidst then?” and Cortes checked  himself.
“May the sainfs forget me forever, if I laughed at the
tragedy thou wert telling! T laughed at thy simplicity,
father.”

«Ts this a time for jesting?” asked Olmedo.

s Good father,” said Cortes, gravely, “the bands that take
fhe palace to-night or to-morrow will find no treasure, —
not enough to buy a Christmas ribbon for a country girl.
Look now. I went to the treasureroom a little while be-
fore coming here, and there I found the varlets of Narvaez

24
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