246 REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION.

CITY SCHOOL SYSTEMS.

OFFICERS.

No general law determines the number of members or the oyganlz]utm.nl{‘ﬂ: hln'zr‘(tls
of education for cities, The arrangement of these matters is left to tho several city
ZOVernments.

STATISTICS,

g

school age.
Average al-
tendance.
Teachers.
Expenditure.

|
Brenham 000 | B420
Houston {

San Antonio .....

n e ‘ Enrolment.

g;;:tt:;‘é:;egdr:(l 14, the legal school age; between 6 and 18 the number is 790,
¢ Average enrolment.
ADDITIONAL PARTICULARS.

Brenham.— The public schools here comprise primary, graimar, and ]]l'r;‘h..ﬂt‘l.);.il‘l't-
ments, each being divided into 3 grades of a year each. In (11'-.1(_‘,1' to 111:;51w fLi!Ilhli.]ﬂll
easier for the brighter pupils, the lower grades are divided into two classes, each TED:
resenting half a year’s work. The schools were in session in 1876 ten months,
Organized recently as an experiment, they have succeeded so m;]_l as to disarm all op-
position, and are now the pride of the city.—(City report and letter.)

Houston.— Since the city took charge of the public schools there has been a steady
inerease of pupils, and the public school system is pronounced a success.— (Report of
board of trustees.) : ;

San Antonio— The year 1876-77 was marked Dy prosperity in most of the classes.
There was an average attendance of 81.85 per cent. on the average number of pupils
entolled. Teachers’ meetings were held by the supervising principal twice a month,
and the improvement resulting in the quality of the teaching is reported to have been
very perceptible at subsequent examinations of the pupils; butsince the school h:i;u:d did
not make attendance obligatory, all was not accomplished that was desired.— (Report.)

TRAINING OF TEACHERS.
NORMAL SCHOOLS,

No State normal school appears to have been yet established, but the catalogue of
the Mansfield Male and Female College contains a notice of ‘“anormal school for train-
mg teachers” The students in this are tanght at present with the regular classes, but
as soon as a sufficient number desire it a separate cla promised. No special course
is indicated. Essentially the same kind of normal school appears also at Waco Uni-
versity, Waco. A normal institute exists at Austin, under the care of the American
Missionary Association, with 146 pupils, probably colored.

INSTITUTES.
There isno present provision in the school law for the holding of teachers’ institutes.
SECONDARY INSTRUCTION.
HIGH SCHOOLS.

Of public high schools, as such, there is no specific information for 1877, beyond the
fact that a school of this class, established in 1875-76, crowned the school system of
the city of Brenham. The course of 3 years includes Virgil and Cicero in Latin, and
the Anabasis, Crito, and Iliad, in Greek, with a good selection of English studies,
and instruetion in German throughout. Under the school laws of this State for some
years past private academies, on receiving and teaching such pupils as required sec-
ondary training, have been allowed compensation out of the public school fund.
Probably many schools of this kind—half private, half public— exist in the State.

OTHER SECONDARY SCHOOLS.

For statistics of a business college, private academie schools, preparatory schools,
and preparatory departments of colleges and universities, see Tables IV, VI, VII, and
IX of the appendix following, and the summaries of these in the Report of the Com-
missioner preceding. It may be mentioned here, however, that a commercial school
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exists in the Southwestern University, Georgetown, the course in which covers 1 year;
students, 28, under 1 instructor. A kindred school in Trinity University, Tehuacana,
enrolled 24 pupils under 1 instructor. A commercial school is among the 8 planned
for the State Agricultural College.— (Catalogues:)

SUPERIOR INSTRUCTION.

COLLEGES.

For statistics of universities and colleges, see Table IX of the appendix, and a sum-
mary of the same in the Report of the Comimissioner preceding.

Except at Waco University, where there has been some extension of the curricu-
lum, there appear to have heen no changes made in the courses of study or plans of
instruction of these colleges since 1876, when they were given for each insfitution in
detail. Information reaches this Burean, thongh not from an official sonrce, that the
State in 1877 purchased lands and buildings near Hempstead, Waller County, with a
view to the establishment of an institution for colored youth which may afford them
advantages for collegiate and scientific training.

COLLEGES FOR WOMEN,

For statistics of this class of schools, see Table VIII of the appendix following, and
a summary of this in the Report of the Commissioner preceding.

SCIENTIFIC AND PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTION.

BCIENTIFIC,.

The State Agricultural and Mechanical College, at College Station, Brazos County,
established in 1876, began with 6 students, a number which in the second year rose
to 250, while it had accommodations for only 160. Embarrassment and a considerable
falling off was the result. New buildings now make the accommodation sufficient for
250, and it isannounced that no more than that number will be received until the State
shall enlarge every department. Eight departments have been planned, answering to
the customary ‘“schools” of southern colleges; but the want of adequate preparation
for advanced studies on the part of applicants has thus far limited operations to the
academic or preparatory training. When the needful material shall have been fur-
nished, every department contemplated in the organization will be equipped and the
real work of the college will begin.— (Catalogue for 1877-78.)

THEOLOGICAL.

A department of theology connected with Baylor University, at Independence (Bap-
tist), has a 3 years’ course of study, and reports 6 students for 1877.

A school of theology, with 3 professors and a 3 years’ course, was announced to be
opened by Southwestern University, Georgetown (Methodist Episcopal Church South),
in the antumm of that year, the requirements for admission to be proficiency in the
schools of English, mathematics, Latin, and Greek through the junior year.—(Cata-
logue for 1876-77.)

LEGAL.

A professor of law appears in the list of the faculty of Baylor University, Independ-
ence, but there is no indication in its circular for 1877 of the number of students under
his instruction or of the character or length of the legal course.

Trinity University, Tehuacana, has a law school, with 2 professors, and a course of 10
months, which reports 9 students for the antumn of 1877.

MEDICAL.

No report for the year 1877 has been received from the Texas Medical College and
Hospital, Galveston.

SPECIAL INSTRUCTION.
EDUCATION OF THE DEAF AND DUMB.

The Texas Institution for the Education of the Deaf and Dumb reports for 1877 a
corps of 4 teachers and an attendance of 56 pupils, making 148 since the foundation of
the school. The studies taught are the ordinary branches of a plain English education,
spelling, reading, writing, arithmetie, grammar, geography, history, the Bible, and mo-
rality. Thereis a printing office in which 6 of the boys were employed ; others were en-
gaged in farm and garden work. Except these, no industrial occupations for the boys
are yet provided. The girls are tanght the ordinary duties of housekeeping and needle
and faney work, to which it is hoped that drawing and painting may be added. There
are 300 volumes in the library.— (Catalogue, special return for 1877, and letter from the
superintendent.)
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EDUCATION OF THE BLIND.

The Texas Institution of Learning for the Blind, at Austin, gave 1_r1struep.(:11 dulr_n;g
the year 1876-77 to 65 pupils, 28 males and 37710111;11(-_3, in I'(Ei)..l:llfl{-_"l,t ralsec 1"1];}1!1?1;
orthography, raised print; writing, by the New ¥ ork point or %19‘1 syst 1 m ) ld)hiimo-
tic; geography; English grammar; rhetoric; etymology; algebra; na 1111‘1‘0.1“1“'0;1"
phy; history and music; besides broom, pillow, and umtm-ss.111:'1-1&11!.‘___‘,...1.11113 o)
sewing, cutting, &c. The study of telegraphy, previously pursu'qdv, ¥ as nl(: :frt i
in 1876-"77, but a return appears to indicate that it has been xev ived.—(Rep -
trustees, 1876-77.)

CHIEF STATE SCHOOL OFFICERS.

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION.

His Excellency Ricrarp B. HUBBARD, president, dustin. :
Hon. 0. N. Hg‘LLl.\IGSWORTH, secretary and excoutive officer, Austin,

I

VERMONT.

VERMONT.
STATISTICAL SUMMARY.

1876-77. | Increase. | Decrease.

POPULATION AND ATTENDANCE.

Youth of school age (5-20). .----.. 92,577
Of this age in publie schools 69, 013
Total enrolled in public schools 71,325
Average daily attendance 89,474
In private and church schools 6,175

SCHOOL DISTRICTS ANDP SCHOOLS.

Number of school districts...-.cocceee.... 2,371
Number of fractional districts 206
Common 8c¢hool8. -veu oo ueen . 2,519
Average time of school in days. .......... 120.9

TEACHERS AND THEIR PAY.
Men employed in public schools....
Women s0 employed. --c. -oeiveane cmnnna
Average monthly pay of men .........i..
Average monthly pay of women

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE.,

Whole receipts for public schools. cc.. -...| §4
‘Whole reported expenditure........ AL | et

80,158 | 8548, 253
65,044 | 537,153 427,801

SCHOOL FUND.

Whole available school fundb.. ... ..._..| $669,087 | §669, 087 r

This number is quite possibly somewhat too high, as the fizure for 1876 was based on returns which
were not complete.
b Exclasive of school lands (value not estimated), which produce about $14,000 a year.

(Report of Hon, Edward Conant, State superintendent of education, for 1875-76,
with report and return from the same for 1876-'77. The items of income and expendi-
ture for 187677 are from the return.)

OFFICERS OF THE STATE SCHOOL SYSTEM.

GENERAL.

A State superintendent of education, elected by the joint assembly at each biennial ses-
sion of the legislature, has general charge of the interests of public school training in
the State. He is to give his whole time fo the promotion of these interests, to hold
institutes in counties where the teachers request if, and to require at his discretion
returns from incorporated academies and grammar schools; at each biennial session
of the legislature he must make report of his official acts and of the condition of the
schools,

LOCAL.

An examining board for each countyis chosen, since 1876, at each annual meeting of the
town superintendents of the county, and is to consist of one of these superintendents
with 2 practical teachers, To candidates for county license this board is anthorized
to grant certificates valid for 5 years when these candidates pass successfully a written
examination extending to notless than 6 subjects and embracing the subjects required
by law to be taught in the common schools, with drawing and methods of teaching.

A town superintendent of common schools! is elected by the people of each town at their

. 1Sinee the creation of the county examining boards, an agitation for the abolition of the town super-
intendency has begun, which may do away with the office before this report is printed.
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annual March meeting to visit and supervise the public schools within it. A law of
1874, as amended, makes it a duty of the town superintendents in ‘%l('l.l rmmt“\‘ {t_. m(*lt:t.
anmually on the first Tuesday of April to agree on a sufiot guestions to be usec in the
county in the written examinations of teachers and to fix a standard to be reached in
\se examinations for the ensuing year. :
th;?)l;u(r.r\;-jchoof directors, 3 or 6 in number, are chosen by the people in towns that }l':l_\'u
abolished the district system, at first for terms of 1, :?:,I:nul 3 years, subsequently 101:
terms of 3 years each, one-third going out annually. They ]}u\*e.thu care 1]]1.l]h 1-1-:st|_._=l_w,
of the school property of the town and the customary duties of school imulrd:m_ with
authority to establish graded S(:lln_?lﬁ and provide for the instruction of pupils in the
ences and hieher branches of education. . : .

Bbfgi}:‘;o‘} (lllilairif.'fnuﬁfccrs are a moderator to preside in the meetings, a ('10.1'1‘:, a l‘(Jlill'(‘l‘EJL‘
of taxes, a treasurer, one or three auditors, :111“1 a prudential committee of one n]\l]u‘wo
legal voters for care of the schools, all elected at the :Illlllll:.'tl school 1t|('t'1|.ilj_', }11‘.‘1:511141
and holding till their successors are chosen. A law of 1876, however allows 'll,\mzﬁ
to choose prudential committees of 3, with a view to :1_1}11‘{[\u years’ term, (.’]“.u “.j, ‘tt
changed yearly. Union or graded dm;nlmts may ]1:1\':':. .%,i]"nr 9, with annual change o
one-third, - -(Compiled school laws, 1875, and laws of 1876.)

ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTION.
A CORRECTION.

Tn the Report of the Commissioner of }5:111(::‘11'101\‘ for 1?73 it was stated rn%.t‘hu an-

thority of Dr. Franklin B. Houglh’s pamphlet, entitled L__(n}sh_ijltiup:ll provisions i
tegard to education in the sever al States of the American Union,” that the very imper-
fect form of constitution adopted in 1777 wa “syithont proyision for uuhu-;ﬂ:u:ml
institutions.” Superintendent Conant has since shown that this statement is errone-
ous, and that, as given in Slade’s Vermont State Papers, the instx 1ent expressly said :
¢ A sehool or schools shall be established in each town, by the legislature, for the con-
venient instruetion of youth, with such salarigs to the master 1_;‘[141 by each town,
# # * [as]toenable them to instruct youth at low prices.” It was also further
said: “One grammar school in each county and one university in 1]}1:; State onght to
he established by direction of the general assembly.” The correction came too late
for insertion in the Report for 1876, but it is now made with pleasure, showing, as 1t
does, that Vermont stood no whit behind her sister States in respect to the early ex-
pression of a judgment in favor of the three chief forms of education.

GENERAL COXNDITION,

The summary of statistics pre viously given shows that, notwithstanding many ad-
verse circumstances, there has been considerable educational advance. The number
of schools in 1877 was 206 greater than in 1876, the averace time of session longer, the
enrolment larger by 2,028, with an average attendance considerably inereased ; this,
too, when the sehool population, instead of inereasing, had fallen off’ 152. The in-
erease in the nnmber of male teachers also is encouraging, and is considerably larger
in proportion to the whole 1_11111111(:1" ‘rll;.m is the dec of female teachers \_\']z‘trl |
‘0 be set against it. The diminution in the wages of hoth men and women teachersis
common to most of the States this year, and with a decrease in the item of building
and repairs sufficiently accounts for the falling off in the expenditures for public
schools. There is reason to believe that, although teachers’ wages have been lower,
the teaching has generally been of better quality, through the influence of the county
institutes held.

INTRODUCTION OF DRAWING.

By a law of November 28, 1876, free hand d rawing was added to the required studies
of the public schools. No note is made in the report of the extent to which this re-
quirement has been carried out, nor is it said whether any system for the State, meant
o reach all the schools and facilitate the introduction of this study, has been agreed
upon. Of course, without some such system there must be difficulty in giving effect
to the law.

GRADED SCHOOLS AND GRADED SCHOOL DISTRICTS.

Another law of the same date defines a graded school in Vermont to be “any school
in this State maintained by a town or by a school district for not less than 30 weeks
each year, and consisting of 4 or more departments, tanght by 4 or more teachers, hav-
ing an established course of study, and having all the departments nnder the oversight
or control of one principal teacher.” Any school district supporting such a school is
deelared to be a graded school district and to be entitled to any and all privileges
granted by law to such districts, With a view to better gradation of the schools and
o the unification of their work, a well arranged course of study, reaching throngh
8 classes and covering 10 years, is given by Superintendent Conant in his i-vpuﬂ and
has been sent out with the registers to all the schools. The general adoption of such
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& corrse eonld hardly fail to be improving, as united and harmonized effort is alwiys
more effective than that which is independent and irregular. Twenty-one graded
gchool systems in as many districts existed in 187677, eight of them having the pub-
lic school associated with an academy or county grammar school, which receives-their
advanced scholars, according to a permission given iu the school law. There was an
average of 63 grades each in these schools, the teachers numbered 150, the reported
pupils 7,060, three districts not reporting their pupils. At least 4 appear to have high
sehool courses,
CITY SCHOOL SYSTEMS.
OFFICERS.

Tn Burlington there is a board of school commissioners composed of one member,

from each ward, with the eity superintendent of schools as president ; in Rutland, a

board of trustees, also consisting of a member from each ward, a-member of the
board being the acting president.

STATISTICS.

; F | Children of |4 . Average | Expendi-
City. Population. | Zop age. Enrolment. & . |Teachers, =0 -

lattendance. | ‘

l 36 §19, 768

|
08
07 16 9,703

&l
10, 000 2, 206 825 il

Burlington. 18, 000 3, 207 1,046
Rutlandisc oo tionloo

NoTES ON THE STATISTICS.—The figures for population and children of school age
possibly include a larger territory than is covered by the school reports. The infor-
mation as to Burlington is derived from a district report; that from Rutland, from a
return to this Bureau.

ADDITIONAL PARTICULARS.

Burlington reports in all 11 day schools, of which 2 were nngraded, 4 primary, 3 in-
termediate, 1 grammar, and 1 high. There were also 3 evening schools, among which
for the first time appears a mechanical drawing school. Such a school had been long
desired by the saperintendent and sehool board, but until the autumn of 1877 they did
not see their way clear to the establishment of it; then the offer of two eity officers
and of a professor in the University of Vermont to give 3 evenings weekly to the school
if the city would fit up rooms for it led to immediate action. The school enrolled 34
pupils, about half of them young men from the workshops of the city, the remainder
from the public schools, and up to the close of the year was in successful operation.
The average attendanee in the day schools was much affected by an epidemic of diph-
theria, which led many alarmed parents to keep their children home.—(Report of
Superintendent Charles J. Alger for 1877.)

At Rulland the graded school distriet, which does not seem to ineclude the whole
place, had in it 1 high, 1 grammar, 1 intermediate, 4 secondary, and 5 primary schools.
Teachers here are required to prepare themselves thoroughly each day in the studies
to be pursued in their respective classes, and to avoid corporal punisiuwent if possi-
ble.— (Report for 1876-"77.)

In both Burlington and Rutland there are several private and churcl.schools, and in
each there is an academic school for boys.

TRAINING OF TEACHERS.

NORMAL SCHOOLS.

Reports and returns from the 3 State normal schools show at Castleton, for 187677,
5 instructors, 69 students, 9 graduates from the first course and 4 from the second; at
Johnson, 11 instructors, 120 normal students, 16 graduates from the first course and 4
from the second; at Randolph, 8 instructors, and 230 normal students in 1877, with 51
graduates from the first and 12 from the second course; totals, 24 instructors, 419 nor-
mal pupils, 76 minor and 20 higher gradunate:

The first course in all these schools includes the studies required by law to be pur-
sued in the common schools, and can be completed in one year. The second ineludes
the same branches, but adds another year of higherstudies. Certificates of graduation
from the lower course have the effect of a 5 years’ license to teach in -the common
schools of the State; certificates in the higher course, the effect of a 10 years’ license.—
(Law of November 24, 1874.) ,

BENNINGTON TRAINING SCHOOL.

An act approved November 28, 1876, gave any graded school organized in aceordance
with a special act of the legislature and situated in a county in which there isno State
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normal school authority to establish in connection with suc]t]gmdcd .s;(]:htnlnl ;;f:\q:}f:.lf(’;
1 or 1 i i 'S ACCOT! e with the provisions
artment for the preparation of teachers. In accordance
o dep.nilﬂﬂlf ized in ¢ setion with the graded school
* that . training department was organized in connectio > grad
L e e By upi 7 Imitted who had finished the
¢ oton in February, 1877. Ten pupils were admitted who hac shed
at Behnington in February, T ket Lol of o professional
study i > BT ar department, and instruction entirely ol 4 Proiessic
cotirse of study in the gramma 7 , A D
. was oiven them to fit them for their future work. ereatter, it I
character was given them to I ! ; Yerk L PSR L
to take only the graduates of the high school info the normal elass.— (& I )

TEACHERS' INSTITUTES.

The law of 1874 requires the State superintendent to hold instifutes in 1111(; counties
Ofn the ;\;rit{':\u application of a certain nnmber of 1t51('}1i'l_‘5. }'luurm_‘u .Nllil'_l 111:!:11[1(1rri1u.-:i
: 7 S0t were held, the number of teachers attending ranging
1 for each county in the State, were held, C ac nding rangin
%13:(1]111 2;%{10 95. and the total of such attendance 1'0.11.{-11111{;?r ﬁtli.J. In (:fl.l(ll]ll;]:]l,l_. L.ll'l“i??\
aining se the snmerintendent was aided by the prineipals of the State
\ apy training schools the superintenden 2 by incipals of the St
& I]}P(‘nl !f('»\hfmlq and many others. The two purposes of such meetings, 1o 11|>I.1 uet and
?1;?11»}11;9 '["}_it’ teachers and to awaken an interest in education among the people, appear
thave been effected. . ; o e
to}u Burlingfon, a teachers’ meeting having the (_1‘11.11.1(..1‘(1 of a city 111:,‘[1‘[.1&{, was
held during the school session every second weelk, with great apparent benefit.
4 =

SECONDARY INSTRUCTION.

HIGH SCHOOLS.

As in many other States, no slzt*ciﬁc i]:t‘ur_mn_‘rimi is =ulm al-, ..m‘ ﬂxc;;11.11:1‘1;(1:1-1;)?{'1%1::33
¢lass of schools, or of the instructors or l’l‘ﬂ“iﬂ in the 1. By tlu,f ‘.m,]?. Tl 198

v the “frame of government” in 1777, a grammar school for each COUnty, 8 "
2‘?3136-(111\' qnswering to a county high school, was cnntvnlpl.’ﬁc@;‘l_‘_u.fi 111 ﬁlif(}il\:}s‘l“'][(;u_?
were established, not more than 3 or 4 would seem to !mu. 551‘13 ‘lt\]t_-i.l. T :i'm‘niu
gﬁlded or union school districts nnder later laws are .nﬂmf ed {0 (cr,_r_q_.f {11.; 1“11:;[: .1;“.[11’;\_;‘
but the reports from towns published with the State lfi‘])")'”i (m_ﬁ Bll\-"r-n‘ ]1<‘(i S
of common schools, without d ng‘l;uslnng fh:_- Fn;t_l sehools, (AL 1676 the ‘% badel
school districts 1‘(tpoﬁi11g.nnlulmu‘d 33, and L’E these 20 1'1:-1‘[1 .‘?iu.e[-.eil_f‘s. m pre 1}@]1‘}. 0 i
college, presumably in high schools. In 1876~ only ;:_1 such ¢ {,\(Uur.\ 11%,15 i (1{ 1111”},
14 havino students preparing for g.‘r_}‘]]egc-_.lnuh('ntmg_ rsl :ll‘dhi 1\3.1‘1‘“11?1:11 n}‘ 0 2 T."I-}
schools, These students numbered 137 and the graduates from the college preparatory
classes of 4 sehools were 20 for that year. i Ba e

Spealking of high schools, the h'lL!TF‘?I‘.ILT'"])/(]O‘DT SAYS Ol}}? cm‘nmm} :411?{_\ s fu.l_ = -:‘1‘ :
because we 4o not everywhere provide for (in conne tm;l w iﬂl 1111-‘111 and as a 1.11_31,‘.!.\1”15'
part of our school system) a higher grade of h-]l‘hl'll)}.":. Hip TN Qur best pI 1}1?1.113 l.sr_l 10 ‘is
are found in connection with higher schools, * ¥ ‘ ;\‘pu_!ﬂlc h -'ﬂ-lm" mu l':\lt_.l.‘:{
a strong influence upon the common schools beyond ﬂlﬂf(’- immec :1]t‘a”_\. flssl)tl‘}r{,‘ic
with it. Itis apowerful educator of the people, not only through class 1:)_0‘11} work
with the youth attending it, but through its buildings and gronunds and 11_1L'11 .rp_}:m%
tcnances,‘mlﬂ most of all through the character of its 11}511‘1E(-t111's. It is a centre o
activity where educational problems are studied, where methods are vynmnm.l and
tried. It furnishes models for school \\'01‘1{,.:111& at once teaches Tll{‘l']l(rl‘l.‘i to rh‘:-‘l\m—l_ng
and justifies them to t_]‘.(: old. Is the question, How can we secure Fnt.w E_E'l.' insd mc-l1 ion
and better discipline in the common schools? or, How can we secure the !mu:clu}.m‘m
1o them of new branches of study ? or, How can we elevate rt-n:-lung to the rank of &
profession? oT, How can we raise the standard of our normal schools and increase ﬂm
attendance in them? or, How can we help ff!l‘\\':l[‘tl. the founding of the proper mynbcr
of academies? or, How can we fill our colleges with better prepared students? An
answer ready, and true as far as it goes, is, by multiplying good free high schools.”—
(State report.) ; £

OTHER SECONDARY SCHOOLS.

lemies reporting to the State superintendent in 187677 numbered 20, hesides
& with which the schools of graded districts are associated, and which are not included
in the academy list. In the 20 given there were, for the year, 109 teachers and ‘2{.-198
different students, of whom 327 were preparing for college and 60 were graduated from
a preparatory co]legq COourse. i
For statistics of private academie schools, pl'opng‘ntm‘}' schools, and propm':ai"ur,\-‘ or
academic department of a college, see Tables VI, VII, and IX of the appendix follow-
ing, and the summaries of these in the Report of the Commissioner preceding,

SUPERIOR INSTRUCTION.

COLLEGES.

The colleges and universities for young men (one of them admitting young womien
also) are the University of Vermont, at Burlington; Middlebury College, Middlebury, &
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Congregational institution; and Nerwich University, a scientific and military college,
mainly under Protestant Episcopal influences, at Northiield. In these three, the first
of which is open to hoth sexes, 171 collegiate students were reported for 1877, under
26 instructors, not including the scicntific department of the State university, to be
noticed presently, The courses in the three appear to be the same as stated in the
Report of the Commissioner of Education for 1576, except that at Norwich University
an academic and business course of 3 years seems to have been substituted for the
special course in philosophy then noted.— (Catalogues and returns.)

COLLEGE FOR WOMEN.

The Vermont Methodist Seminary and Female College at Montpelier, authorized to
confer collegiate degrees, reports for 1877 a total of 56 students in its regunlar collegiate
classes, besides 45 in special or partial eourses, and 1 graduate student.

SCIENTIFIC AND PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTION.

SCIENTIFIC.

The State Agricultural College, a department of the University of Vermont, affords
4 coursges of scientific study, namely, (1) agriculture and related brauches, (2) theo-
retical and applied chemistry, (3) civil engineering, and (4) metallurgy and mining
engineering. There is also a literary-scientific course which coincides substantially
with the regular academic course of the university, save that Greek is omitted and its
place supplied by substitutions from the department of science. The degrees conferred
are bachelor of philosophy, civil engineer, and mining engineer. Number of students
in regular courses, 15; in partial courses, 4.—(Catalogue and return.)

MEDICAL.

The Medical Department of the University of Vermontis, so far as known, the only
professional school in the State. It has the usnal 3 years' course, including 1 year of
preparatory study and 2 'of attendance upon its instruections, or 1 on those of some
other regular medical school and a eoncluding one within its halls. No preliminary
examination for admission is indicated, beyond the inguiry necessary to settle this
point. Professors and instructors in 1877, ent, 6; non-resident, 12; students, 92,
of whom only 4 had received a degree in letters or science.— (Catalogue and return.)

SPECTAL INSTRUCTION.

INSTRUCTION OF THE DEAF AND DUMB AND THE BLIND.

Vermont, having no institution of her own for the reception of these classes of pupils,
provides for the instruction elsewhere of such of them as need her aid.

REFORMATORY TRAINING.

The Vermont Reform School, Vergennes, which had 129 children under its care during
the years 1875 and 1876, with 116 remaining in the latter year, sends no account of
itself for 1877, as its reports are only presented biennially. Both boys and girls under
16 are received, and are taught reading, spelling, writing, geography, arithmetic, and
history, with such employments as housework, sewing, seating chairs, and making
chair frames.— (Report of 1876. :

EDUCATIONAL CONVENTION.
STATE ASSOCIATION.

The twenty-seventh annual meeting of the Vermont Teachers’ Association was held
in Bennington, February 1-2, 1877.

Following the address of welcome by Prof. I. W, Dunham, was a discussion of
““The relation of the public school to the college,” and then a paper on ‘“Class room
methods,” by Rev. R. M. Luther, of Bennington. A discussion of the question of “School
supervision,” led by Mr. Richardson, of Barre Academy, and Mr. Dana, of the Rut-
land High School, served to strengthen the opinion that the system of sehool super-
vision in the State is in some respects very defective. An address on ““Successin life,”
by Rev. M. E. Cady, was followed by a brief discussion of compulsory education. In
the evening, Rev. R. T. Hall dwelt on “The teaching of morals in schools,” and Rev.
M. H. Buckham, president of the University of Vermont as well as of the association,
advocated ““ Higher education for business men.”

The second day’s proceedings began with a discussion of ¢ The best methods in teaching
and how to secure them,” by A. E. Leavenworth, principal of the Normal School at
Randolph, and Walter . Howard, principal of that at Castleton. Hon. Edward
Conant, State superintendent of education, delivered an address on “The progress of
education in Vermont,” after which a paper by Professor Lewis Pollens, of Burlington,
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on “English grammar,” was read and Miss Marcia P. Brown, prg@t]}ﬁrt’&; (‘]ﬁfl t}]l; I;{“}E_
land High School, presented one on “Our work.” P‘r‘r:t‘cs:smz.l. i un :lt:l{-i-;l i
nington, and Henry Clark, of Rutland, g]um.'ed thaff llhe Sliitt; LI‘ATI :}‘( 1-“_W.tlc L
upon the teacher,” and Professor E, H. Higley, of Ml_(llllcll}ll‘?l‘-i? eg Sl et
importance of a “Study of the past.” In the evening, J. D. LE‘IEE‘*}; 1;1,1} ']l'lu:“' P and
Burlington High School, addressed the association on "bll(!(,‘tii? m I:klint.l‘l‘()l;,ill(uur
Professor William Wells, of Union College, (1011\'0.1‘01_1 an address on
social condition.”—(New-England Journal of Education.)

CHIEF STATE SCHOOL OTFICER.

Hon. EpwArD CONANT, State superintendent of education, Randolph.
[Third term, 1878-1880.]

VIRGINIA.

VIRGINIA.
STATISTICAL SUMMARY.

. \
‘ 1875-76. ‘ 1876-77. | Increase. | Decrease.

1

POPULATION AND ATTENDANCE,
‘White youth of school age (5-21)....- 280,149 280, 149
Colored youth of school age (5-21).... 202, 640 202, 640
Whole number of school age 482, 789 482, 789
Whites of said age in public schools.. 137, 678 139,93
Colored of said age in public schools.. 62,178 65, 043
Total of school age enrolled @ ........| 199, 856 204,974
Pupils over the school age, white 513 | 432
Pupils over the school age, colored.... 208 228
‘Whites in average daily attendance .. 80, 521 82, 029
Colored in average daily attendance.. 34,722 35, 814
Total average daily attendance | 115,243 117, 843
Percentage of school population en- 41. 4 | 42.5

rolled.
Percentage in average attendance.... 23.9
Number in higher branches a 7,382

o

SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL-HQUSES,

Schools for whites ... ...o..veeee..
Schools for colored pupils
Whole number of public schools...__. ‘
Average time of schools in days
Number of graded schools
School-honses used
Owned by districts ... ..occ.ocoooioe
Having good forniture...............
Built during the year b
Valuation of sechool property owned
by districts.

TEACHERS AND THEIR PAY.

‘White teachers in public schools......
Colored teachers in publie schools ....
Men teaching.... 5

Women teaching ‘
Whole number of teachers in public |

schools.

Average monthly pay of men g2 | 5 $1 85
Average monthly pay of women | 3 00

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE.

Wh(i-]e ]reported receipts for publie | §1,215,325 |b$1,102,113 $113, 212

schools. |

‘Whole cost for current and permanent | -1,069,679 | 1,050, 347 19,332
items.

STATE SCHOOL FUND.

Available State school fund $1, 430,645 | $1, 430, 645
I

aIn private elementary schools there was reported in 1875 an enrolment of 18,633 pupils ; in higher
schools, 4,652 ; teachers in private schools of all grades, 1,319,
b According to a written return. =

(¥rom reports of Hon. Wm, H. Ruffner, State superintendent of public instruction,
for the two years indicated.)




