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never seen any thing to justify this charge. I ecnclude, therefore,
it is the offspring of a distempered imagination,

5. Hnormous Buils, great Social and Moral Derangement.—S0
far from this charge being frue, the reverse is the fact. And the

at good to msult from these manifestations, as we are told from &
1 source, “Is to bring mankind tocether in harmony, and con-

vinee skeptics of the immort: ality of the soul:” These results have
been already signally evinced.

6. Tu' give to this Monster, Adoration due only to the Father of

th charge has not the least shadow of foundation to

On the contrary; there is not to be found in all Chiis-

adoration to the Father of

as characterizes the believers in *spiritual manifestations. 2
¢ the above brief analy sne is lost in wonder and astonish-

ment that men’s minds can be so wrought L'p about nothi

lutely nothing.  If there ever was a monol

on the part of t‘-_‘.osa who, without 1w-u\un

scan tlm‘s :sub_;ect for o
view, which, it seems to me, com
is the belief of all Christiar
leparted spirits revisit the e 3
press us to go or not to go, to do or not to do, for
Hyery one’s experience will satisfy him of the truth of this remark.
‘What '_-_ v 1'.“ spirils it us, attend us, and impress us
for our oood tion to believing that a mode is now
diseovered by \\'hsch hey can comnunicate with us? ~ There can be
no possible objection provided ”m facts justify that b I! the
one is for our good, the other is still more for our good. If the
facts justify if, the conclusion is both reasonable and philosophical.
Do the facts justify it? I undertake to say they do. I undertake

hat no intelligent mr ind that investigates with a sincere
iscertain the hﬂth,\ and has the opportunity so to do, can
come to any other conclusion. 'What, then, 1s the result of all this
mighty '-J.tl.iy, as if heaven and earth were coming together?
Why, simply, that it has been ascertained that spirits can communi-
cate with us, in addition to impressing’ us! This is the whole
length and breadth of it. . It hath this extent, no more :
Very respeetfully, yours, N. P. Tarrmaper.
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Postscrirr.

. Hditors—Since writing the above, my attention has been
called to an article in the Jnfelligencer of the 24th instant, headed
«“Spiritual Manifestations,” which, in the multiplicity of business
avocations, T entively overlooked.  The writer, it seems, is the anthor
of the article to which I alluded in my first communication, and
which I assumed could not have been written by you.

As T then remarked, I have in this, as in all other matters since T
retired from public life, endeavored “to avoid public observation.”
I have never had any desire to engage in a public discussion of this
mysterious subject. I have been w Lhu‘“ that all shall enjoy their
own opinions and express them in any proper manner most agree-
able to themsclves. And I never should have troubled the publie
with any remarks of mine but for the atrocious docirines put forth
by this writer and his unme red and vindictive denuneiations of
all engaged in the inve iion of the subject. When such senti-

ts were promulgated through your widely-extended ‘journal,
with the upi) went sanetion of your names, I thought it' due to my-
{ y solemn protest inst them. And to ﬁ'iudiﬂr;ie
ayself from the :141}\-'-1‘*5'”14 of 111-\' writer, I requested you to publish
"m the I—Ton James F. Simmons, containing my views on
ten in the confidence of pl‘imtc friendship,
and most charitable language toward
pinion. I do not object to any argu-
ter or any other ge'lilcmml may see fit to Imt
For aught I care, he may have the whole
I have no wish to proselytize. = But I
will not st: ml L\' zmd ta n.uh submit to the wholesale dennnei
of this writer, and the low and vulear eépithets of others, because T
have seen. fit to exercise the right, z_vm anteed by the const
under shich we live, of investigating, entertaining, and expres
in a proper manner, any opinions I L~ se on political, religious, or
any other subjects, And when ¢ is ‘writer threatens to invoke
“legislative enactment,” and to ‘“suppress by the strong hand of
the law’’ the nvestization of this matter, I beg leave to mx to him;
in all eandor and sincerity, if he could be gratified in this Christian
n, he will have kmdlcd a flame throughont this land of civil
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and religious freedom which will consume every vestige of bigotry
and intolerance by which he is surrounded.

The writer says I grossly misrepresented” him when I attributed
to him a spirit which would « nvoke the Salem hangings and the
fires of Smithfield.” T am glad to learn thaf he entertains no such
spirit. - Bub. let us see how far my remark was justified by his lan-

guage. He says, “It has been effectively urged by a luminous scien-
tific writer, that, although the Selem hangings were cruel, useless,
and illegitimate as punishments for crime—more particularly for a
crime which did not exist, communication with the demon—iiey
might lave been necessary in order to cut short the growth of a hor-
rible and contagious species of monomania, ; and that there may yet
arise, ab future periods, similar and analogous disorders of the popu-
lar mind, invading and corrupting the whole body politic, which it
may in like monner become necessary to suppress by the strong
hand of the law. Indeed, we might point, as already coming within
this category, the Rochester knockings, with their kindred train of
rascalities and abominations.”” I have made the above quotation fo
show that I am not obnoxious fo the charge of gross misrepresenta-
tion. If the “Salem hangings might have been neeessary;” if it
might, “dr like manner, become necessary to suppress by the strong
hand of the law similar or analogous disorders of the popular mind,”
and if the ““Rochester knockings” were pointed at by the writer “as
already -coming within this category,” I say no logical mind can
come to any other conclusion than that the writer was in favor of
suppressing by law, “én like manner,” these disorders as they were
suppressed at Salem, namely, by “ hangings”” But he says he did
not. so intend to be understood; that he only meant that they
should be suppressed by “legislative enactments,” ‘“under the
heaviest penalties.”

Having thus vindicated myself from the charge of gross misrepre-
sentation, I cheerfully leave the writer to declare his own intentions
as to what he did mean. And although he still intends to inflict on
us poor investigators the ¢ heaviest penalties” of the laws, still we
shall feel under great obligation to him, and shall breathe easier
and freer when we are assured that the Aalfer does not come within
this category of penalties.

And now, Messrs. Editors, if I were disposed to retaliaie the
charge of “gross misrepresentation,” I could do so with perfect pro-
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priety and with the strictest justice. But I will not do it. I will
leave your readers to judge of the fairness and candor of the writer,
after I shall have stated the ficts and pointed their attention to
them, A writer who is under the necessity of resorfing to such
means to sustain his fottering argument really excites my compas-
sion. It is “ more in sorrow than in anger,” therefore, that T allude
to 1t at all. He says, “for my assertion that the effect of these
things was to subvert the authority of the Bible, and annul, not a
sect or: sects, but Christianity itself, T have virtually Mr. Tall
madge’s and his friend Mr. Simmons® own authority in the words
italicized in the letter of the latter gentleman.”  He then gives a
garbled extract from my letter, leaving out one whale line, which
goes to strengthen and give point and significaney to the whole, and
then adds his'own comments; which pervert the entire meaning of
the sentence, and yet claims that he has virtually my own authori y
for his comments and his conclusion which charges me with “rank
blasphemy I”?

I will now introduce the sentence as it originally appeared in my
etter, not garbled or eviscerated: by this writer, and your readers
will then judge of my opinions on this subject. I remarked: “From
the investigation I have given the subject, I agree with the Rey.
Adin Ballou, who has written the most candid and satisfactory ex-
planation T have seen, that whatever of divine fundamental principle,
absolute truth, and essential richteousness there is in the Bible, in
the popular religion, and in the established churches, will stand. Tt
can not, be done away ; on the contrary, will be corroborated and
The words in ¢talics are omitted
by this writer in the quotation of this extract. The extract goes to
show that the Bible nof only will stand, but that the “popular
religion and the established churches,”
fundamental prineiple, absolute truth, and essential righteousness”
of the Bible, will stand also; and that it will be “ corroborated and
fulfilled by spirit-manifestations;” and yet this writer has the
modesty to assert that this all means, ** that whatever in the Biblé is
not confirmed by spirit-manifestations is not the truth,” and of course
the whole Bible: authority is annulled at “one fell swoop.” Such
gross ignorance of all that the advocates of the spiritual theory mam-
tain I have never seen crowded into so narrow a compass, I forgive
i, because it is the “sin of ignorance,” and I pity, from the bottom

33

fulfilled by spirit-manifestations.

founded on - the * divine
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of my heart, any one whose. # super-serviceable zeal” leads him into over-zeal for the Bible, that T may thereby manifest my prowess in
such gross absurdities. If the writer had consulted the publication e its defénse, by tilting against a Wil;d-l]iﬂl of my own cra‘:;itiou. Those
of the Rev: Adin Ballou, to which I referred, and from which T ex- | who have known me best : gest know that re alway
tracted the sentence garbled by him, ) TR s s e e

onfirmation of the construection which I cave to that sentence from that skepticism has never darkened my mental vis

SFe TR RAE L e WBIRE T Ll

1
1

1 ave fou 1 E i & 3 ; i - i
ve would have found a full . maintained the great truths of the Bible as the anchor (.sl our i*opf’ :

the Rev. Adin Ballou himse iim once mere. Hesays: ¥ contributed as much as any ene, accordi g to my at

& Our all-wise and benipnant F culation of the Bible and in the building and establis]
or righteousness dependen to propagate the truth of its dw;‘act}incs. T have seen nothing in t
testimony either of de i : :
o ATABTtS LOF SAvpI il it d duty to the moral reason of mankind, firm them. . And siill; by a total puwuséon (sf what I have said, I

“spiritual mani itions” to'change my opinions; but much to con-

BL0;
it

and authenticated them by y y ests . Any attempt, ! ; P 4 ;
n ¢ 45 e : i ey 1t = am ‘graciously chaveed as authority for « phemy.”? 1 how
therefore, to build up a religio yphy radically different ! e 1 t5 11 . i e - "
& i 5 ¥ V eep humility to the 0'&'&1‘-1-10- eols: Ethis dneoanié £ 4]
from the genuine Chr er ‘hat is be'n" ‘.‘h:‘c,_c_el to the 8 - P ¥ ‘ et OL B tnoaguia ol
d thr dreamers, 8 i ] T Intellige
world through dreamers, 5o
media, spiri 1“1}_“31'19‘\:. ete., 1
than ba . ¥ B s Nt : : 3 2
than mﬁ ial to the hu Ace: ame hs and duties may s of that .’H‘d \-“,1_17_]-213_ From
R p P I S AT O} Jomonatvnd s A Vo 3 . :
be re-affirmed, Ll(cllﬂtd fro B - deme i and powerfully = tLo apparént sanctity W]llul 11e }
-:cmlmﬂndr—d to ﬂ‘(‘ E—'n'ﬂ“‘-*- : ank resh spiritual communications. :
1’ y the case; he conversion of many long-
the Christian revelation con-

ncer, and cor with shame Llsh ith 7 rts to live

up to t'l';e d-:lc-%.riues of the L ble whiel and 1 profess, T have

145
that I am following him i his career of rig
lowed Alneas from the flames of Trov, he
Armuiado i it I'am not as one without hope. From my inv

1sm I am ¢ 1g the “ fur 1d;1rm‘-nial tr f the Bil ,10 reaflir rve*d

If the writer had had the proper di ition in di ng ";j“ sul i Al Fasks
ect, he could have saved hi From the awkward and ; by either

o ;| . i
ed:*.:m nt in which he is placed by co ilting the above i i malke better

In regard to.t

uttered no snecrs

sulted
makes this rumor, if it
the applicat
needed.”  Now, it w ;
the greaf 'j thi" rumor, if the writer had desired not to circulate
16 PmL to [0 respectable citizens of New York would for one moment
s ten¢ . o . . ‘ Every one acq winted with Judge Hdmonds
cen each other, hv does no vriter ¢ s “all other _ knows it to be unfrue.  Anc 1.':_\-—‘.- this rumor is assumed as a basis
nations: than his own? They d S TRy : for “legislative enactments” au 3 7 of the law.
It seems that when this menomania seizes any of these anti-

~pm[ual denouncers, it ' is accompanied by a sort of proclivity

hh very kindly and reed e ok g B or slander from which their sanitv on other subjects s exempt.
> X ek s Ly '
_T_ do not, therefore, incline to hold the gentleman responsible for this
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retailed slander on Judge Edmonds, or his libellous charge of rank
blasphemy’’ on me; although he, « whether priest or layman,” knows
that the retailer of a slander or the republisher of a libel is equally
responsible with him who originates it. But let this'all pass. I
oreat allowances for these monomaniacs, and would

o

ean make
advise them, in their lucid intervals, to argue this question without
denouncing those who investigate it.  With that T will be content;
and, so far as I concerned, they shall have ‘the whole field of
argument to themselves, But if they continue their denunciations,
I shall repel their assaults as T would the assaults of any other mad-
men, ‘no matter whether they imagine themselves Don Quixotte,
Hyder Ali, or Tong Whang !

The writer still persists in his determination fo put down the in-
vestigation of this subject by the strong arm of the law. Well, let
him, and those laboring under the same hallu N, persevere in
their praiseworthy efforfs. = As the venerable Jonx Quinoy Apaus
once said on a memorable oceasion, ¢ We shall see what we shall
see.,” TIn the mean time let us have the name of this writer, when
entering on this crusade against civil liberty and religi
emblazoned on his monomaniac banner, that
fatuated followers may see under what sign
put his name at your service, I insist that y¢ give it to the world,
that the whole world may revel in the effulgence of this luminary

of the nineteenth century. Very. respectfully, yours,
N. P. TArLMADGE.

APPENDIX.

Appronis—0.
EDWARD FOWLERS COMMUNICATIONS.

I copy the follow pers from Edward Fowler's notes of some interviews
whieh he had, and which were given to him evidently to carry out the ex-
planations which they were unable to give to me.

Firsr IntErview.
LNov. 21, 1851.—On this night T sat at my table engaced in read-

ing and writing until within a few minutes of twelve o’clock, when

! 2 my bed, which I should judge was a foot in
diameter. - At this I was not surprised, because I had been accus-
tomed to see such lights, with the exception' that this was brighter
than usual.

I proceeded to bed, where I had lain probably five minutes, when
I heard a footstep in the room.

The following diagram will aid the understanding of the statement,
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