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the sonthern States is far greater than the general average for the United

States, as the following table will show:

|
- - 1 - -
Acres of unim- | Number of | Ave
proved lands. farms.

South Cas
Georgia
Florida
Alabama ......
Missi

'rl nnessee M
Kentucky | 90, 514
Missouri...cccceaee Az 6,246, 871 | 3 92, 7R

PO sisainans s 74, 362, 565 | 71,101,7 764, 867 320

The large proportion—almost three-fourths—of unimproved land in farms, in
addition to the unimproved public lands, illustrates pointedly the necessity that
vastly more labor be applied to their cultivation. The most populous States
in the Union have the smallest farms, commanding the highest price per acre;
and the value per acre is, as a general fact, inversely proportionate to the size
of the farms. Thus the farms of Massachusetts average 94 acres; of Rhode
Island, 96; of Connecticut, 99 ; of New York, 106 ; of Pennsylvania, 109;
and of Ohio, 114 acres.

Every head of a family should have a homestead if possible. Thus an in-
centive to industry is created, and a spirit of enterprise encouraged, that will
goon double the products of the country, increase the wealth of the States,
and add to the resources of the nation.

In this new order of things I feel the importance of the position which this
department should assume towards the people of the States now reassuming
their former relations with the rest of the country. With the question of re-
construetion, or, more properly, reorganization, I have no concern; believing
the subject to be in competent hands, and that its final and satisfactory settle-
ment will be accomplizhed in due time. I shall, therefore, cheerfully put forth
my exertions, to the best of my ability, in aid of measures of reconciliation
and for the advancement of the interests of agriculture throughout the whele
country, believing that branch of industry to be the foundation of the pros-
perity of all nations, and the fostering of its interestz by the government to be
absolutely essential to such prosperity. History furnishes abundant illustra-
tions of this truth.

The southern States will need much aid and encouragement in the coming
season. Their favorable climate and prolific fields should invite capital and
stimulate labor. In no other section can crops be cultivated with less labor,
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nor are there any crops more remunerative than such as are peculiarly adapted

to that section of the country. Their cotton is the best that has yet been pro-

duced in any country, and their sugar crop i3 one of great importance—Louis-

iana alone having produnced in 1859 221,726 hogsheads of sugar and 13,439,772
ms of molasses.

I have endeavored so to conduct the affairs of this department as to com-
mend it to the favorable consideration of {_‘u::;__'rl':-‘r! and the {lmu'un‘;il of my
countrymen, not doubting that its operations will be duly appreciated, and its
labors ultimately crowned with complete success. I shall seek to increase its
practical value and extend its influence, and hope it may continue to receive
the liberal and fostering attention of Congress, and that those engaged in agri-
culture may be thereby stimulated to greater exertions and higher aims. :

Our country possesses an advantage in soil and climate unsurpassed by any
other on the globe for cultivating and perfecting all the necessary (-I:.‘mn-‘m.‘ c.)t'

istence and comforts for our entire population, with luxuries in abundance

for the most cultivated tastes. With our extended and daily increasing system
of internal improvements a failure of crops in one section of the country 'wutll'i.
gearcely be felt. These vast resources and appliances which spring into exist-
ence at the bidding of an industrious and energetic people daily add to the
wealth and greatness of the nation, enhancing the happiness of the people; hence
all are alike interested in the success of agricultural science ; and if those enzaced
in it will pursue it with half the energy that characterizes those in other ilmr.
ing themselves of all means of improvement, profiting by the prac-

tical experience of the most successful, and managing their farms systematically

1ipon business principles—abundance and wealth will be their sure reward.

1
From the wealth thus created and diffused throughout society will come with

grateful pleasure the taxes for the support of the government and payment of
the national debt, which, under equal and just laws, will be entirely l‘XlE:‘.:
with unprecedented celerity. :
During the past year I have availed myself of the services of Messrs. V. D,
Collins and John H. Klippart, gentlemen of skill and intelligence, well known
to be devoted to the interests of scientific and practical agriculture, tov
of Europe and Asia, at a very small pecuniary --u!l‘n}" cn:nIIru'r*rl with the ad-
v es to be derived from their labors in the investigation of questions of
present importance in the agriculture of this country. No reports having yet
been received, the results of their labors will be given in detail in the .‘l'_.'EL:lll-
tural report for 1865. ; ;
A very malignant disease among cattle, called the “rinderpest,” or cattle
1¢, has been prevailing for sor ith fatal effect, in Russia, Great
rin, and other European countries. Its ravages have been exceedingly
e, destroying in many instances whole herds of the most valuable and ('TH'I-‘-
fully bred cattle of Europe. It seems to be both con s and infectious, and
much apprehension is felt for the safety of the cattle of this country. The im-
portance of the subject seems to demand the in » action of l_‘ulln_:r-- 8, pro-
hibiting the importation of farm-stock during the prevalence of the disease.

- : : : :
The rooms now occupied by this depar it are entirely inadequate f

)}
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apparatus and other means of investigation. In regard to the practical res
obtained T would refer to the report of the chemist, as showing that some «

nal investigations have been made, and many questions answered which have
been propounded by farmers, technologists, sugar-producers, and others, in all
parts of the country.

Minerals, ores, and geological specimens have been received by mail and
otherwise, in considerable quantities. Such as 1\:‘0\'«11 valuable, and could be
properly identified as to locality, were retained as a nucleus for a mineralogical
cabinet.

The field open for chemical science never was o great as at the present time.
Chemistry being indeed the life and soul of an intelligent, rational agriculture,
the governments of Europe—Germany taking the lead —impressed with this
unquestionable fact, have established experimental agricultural stations, con-
sisting of an experimental garden and a complete analytical laboratory. The
chemist, provided with assistants, institutes on the spot such original experi-
ments, and tests such theoretical prr_»l;la-ms in reference to agriculture, as would
seem most prolific of benefit to the farming community and the world at large.
To instruct the farmer as to the difference between robbing and tilling the land,
to teach him to understand and take a lively interest in the practical experiments
above alluded to, travelling teachers have been appointed, connected with these

agricultural stations, whose office it is to impart useful knowledge to the mas

by lectures and conversations, Thus every one may gradually be prepared to

receive and profit by the rich stores of science open to every intelligent farmer.

Such is the appreciation of chemical science in Germany, where schools and
private laboratories so abound, that at the present time two large laboratories
on the most complete scale, are in the course of construction at Berlin and
Bonn, at the expense of the state.

In the collection of statisties, during the past year, unusual attention has
been given to farm stock. The waste of horses and mules by war, and the
army consumption of meats, excited fears of deficient supplies of domestic ani-
mals, rendering necessary a reliable exposition of the number, price, and value
of each kind in the several Staies—a labor undertakengvith much care, and
accomplished, it is believed, notwithstanding its difficulty, with a fair measure
of success.

The tables of statistics resulting from these labors are applied to important
uses—foiling the designs of speculators and correcting their misrepresentations ;
enabling the farmer to obtain the worth of his cereals, wool, meats, and other
agricultural products; and directing the purchaser of store animals in what
quarter to obtain most easily and cheaply his needed supplies for fattening.
Accurate statistics, affecting commercial dealings in farm products, may thus
prove of immediate and almost incalculable service to the agricultural com-
munity.

I may here remark that this system of collecting, compiling, and publishing
farm statistics is attracting the attention and eliciting the commendation of Eu-
ropean nations, and that many of their most practical statisticians acknowledge
freely its superiority over prevailing European systems.

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE. 21

That these statistics, obtained monthly through thousands of intelligent cor-
respondents, upon specific subjects peculiarly appropriate to the season, should
be placed before the country at the time, and not be deferred uutil the publica-
tion of the annual report, is indisputable. The leading purpose in their presen-
tation is to furnish a -C'uulr' to producers in the necessary mutations of crop and
stock production, and to act on the markets before the disposition is made of

[ :
cereals, meats, and fibrous products of the farm. Hence the necessity and the
origin of the monthly report. Its publication, at first opposed by several agri-
cultural papers, under the erroneous impression that it might conflict with pri-
vate interests, excites no opposition since it is seen to avoid ordinary topics
pertaining to agriculture, and to consider only those that are national in their
character or bearing.

['he annual and monthly reports are entirely distinet in their character. The
first treats of subjects of a permanent nature, in the form of carefully written
essays. The second is confined to topics less permanent, and often of transient
or passing importance ; it considers them briefly, touching upon leading points
anly, avoiding details, and ignoring the ornaments of style and a labored arrange-
ment.

A brief general summary of the more important statistics of this division are
as follows :

GENERAL SUMMARY RELATING TO FARM STOCK.

Showing the total number of live stock for January, 1864 and 1865, the increase
d deerease ther *4ha ) b e e Ly / »
an crease thereof, the general average price of each kind, the value of each

kind, and the total value of all.

R —— ———

1864,

]]n:‘\‘i <
Mules

990, 879, 128




REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE.

GENERAL SUMMARY RELATING TO CROPS

Showing the number of bushels, &c., of eackh crop, the number of acres of each,
the value of each, and the bushels, acres, and value 4;;“ all, and the ncrease
and decrease of the same, for the years 1863 and 1564, and the comparison
Gelween the same years.

AMOUNT OF CROPS.

1864. Increase. Decrease.

Indian corn. .
Wheat ...

12,932, 105
116, 360

ACREAGE

Indian ¢
Wheat....
Rye

Oy

The above tables of the gener
- Y SO a1k vanra 1 EEY . Qn 4 1
differences between the years 1863 and 1864, because the latter year embraces

the crops of Kentucky, which are not in the year of 1863, Deducting Kentucky
from 1864, the comparison will be as

=
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 of comparison belween 1863 and 1S64.

Decrease.

General

in the currency, or a spi

» of comparison between 1863 and 1864 exhibits much that is im-
I'he increase in the bushels of grain is I 1d the decrease in the
eco raised is also ';‘;‘n-.}{. ‘].iiv in acres L't'.!nit'::h'tl is

» inerease in the value of the above ops is $484,651,113.
increase is from the corn erop, and the last may be attributed to an
pirit of speculation.
summary of the amount of the crops of 1865, compared with those of

1864 and 1S63.

States the wheat crop is ve

timated by the department that

6,241,698 bushels:

p i8 excellent, and that of the remaining rops is believed
'he number of those of 1864 by
average, and value of
y next. The great:

service of the !‘E?l‘?l! year ¢

1st of December, 1864.
fiseal year endi » 30, 1866,
to November, 1865, amount to

lance of 898584 81,
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Since my last report of the special appropriation of $20,000 *for investigations
to test the practicability of preparing flax and hemp as a substitute for cotton,”
there has been expended $4,500 40, leaving a balance of $10,500 remaining in
the United States treasury.

The increasing demand made upon the department for the agricultural report,
which is yearly becoming more extended and urgent as the appreciation of its
value and usefulness is widened and intensified, induces me to ask Congress for
an additional number of copies. The limited number allowed for circulation by
the department forbids a very liberal distribution among those engaged in agri-
cultural pursuits, who especially desire and seck the information it contains;
many of whom are dependent upon the department for their supply. A single
copy to each of its cr,nwsp:nu'u;ﬂts would alone absorb nearly the entire annual
allotment to the department.

There should also be retained a sufficient number of each volume for the
future supply of foreign exchanges, libraries, and agricultural and kindred

associations.
Respectfully submitted,
ISAAC NEWTON,
Commissioner of Agriculture.

His Excellency ANDREW Jouxson, President.

REPORT

OF

THE POSTMASTER GENERAL.

Post OFFiceE DepPARTMENT,
November 15, 1865.
Sir: The revenues of this department for the year ended June 30, 1865

" B e 2 a % : -
were 814,556,158 70, and the expenditures $13,694,728 28, leaving a surplus
of $861,430 42.

I'he ratio of increase of revenue was 17 per cent., and of expenditure 8 per
cent., compared with previous year.,

I'he portion of the revenues accumulated in depository and draft offices, under
the supervision of the Finance office of this department, was 7,136,024 46; col-
lected by the Auditor, $2,329,855 08; and retained by postmasters for salaries
and office expenses, $5,090,279 16.

Y 5 : - : :
I'he estimated expenditures for the year ending June 30, 1867, are $18, 678, 000
The revenues estimated at 10 per cent. increase over
last year > 773
) L , 01 1, (o
Add amount equal to 50 per cent. of the receipts
in 1860 from States lately in rebellion 7568, 970

;\Pprnpli;lti--ll for free matter 700, 000

17, 470, 543

Leaving a deficiency of

For t‘l”‘t t]l"fI::tl'il(‘_\' no special appropriation will be required, as the standing
appropriations for the last three years, under acts of March 3, 1847, and March
3, 1851, amounting to 2,100,000, are unexpended. 1t will be necessary, how-
ever, to make epecial appropriations from the treasury for steamship service
between San Francisco, Japan, and China, for six months, from Jannary 1 to
June 30, 1867 5 (
June 30, 1567 $250, 000
Also for steamship service between the United States and Brazil for

eight months of the current year, commencing November 1 100, 000
And the whole of next year 150, 000

i
600, 000




