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earliest moment, in view of returning peace, & reduction of naval expenditures,
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Cape Fear river, closed all access to Wilmington, the port of rebel supplies, put

an end to illicit traffic with the States in insurrection, and extinguished the last
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remnants of that broken commeree which foreign adventurers had, notwithstand-
ing constant and severe losses, persisted in carrying on by breach of blockade.

The capture of Wilmington was preliminary to the fall of Richmond and the
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i f our naval force, and led to
from abroad. It released at once a large portion o l( bt
immediate measures for the reduction of our squadrons, and 1t 1e wi .ulm 2
all vessels which could be dispensed with from the blockade. Such of them as

s i % rernment, have from time to
were purchased acd no longer required by the govern Az ‘ 5
time becn sold to meet the demands of reviving commerce, which has rapidly

E B( : C o .
expanded as the country beecame quieted and industry was resumed at the .outh;’

s : ave le } opening of the avenues o
Trade and peaceful employment have led to the reopening he ¢
reial and soeial it urge, and the steamers bought from the merchant
commercial and social intercourse,
X RS 2 : o ho'y far
service for war purposes have been to a great extent returned to their former

& ]
ursuits,
S

- s e : : 'S DEFENCES.
NORTH ATLANTIC SQUADRON—CAPTURE OF WILMINGTON AND ITS DEFENCE

As early as 1862 the necessity of closing the port c:f_ “'i%mingmn bn‘r('.-.lm{' a
primary ui'il‘(.'t with this department, and was never r(*lmqulslu::d ; but without
milimr-\‘ ::i:l and co-operation it conld not be effected or even \.\'lr("I_?‘ :1lt|~mpt-cd.
In E"‘l'[l‘t(‘lllh"l'. 1864, the department had such assurances of mlht-:u'\ :faﬁlsa-
ance as to feel warranted in I‘Illl"i‘il]g upon the t:t}ut'ss:ll‘r\’ pn;spur:mn{ls for as-
sembling an adequate nayal force to undertake and pt'rh?r.m its part in n-t:cf)'fn-
plishing the work. In order that there should l:.c no f:n]:m'. 1_hc (lcp:s:mulut
COD(‘(‘HI‘I‘-III_tl a sufficient force to insure success. To lnl.-u:s-,_ that ]tn{‘uc u:lml'r the
command of the first officer in the navy was a dul}': ! }ct‘-;\n.m:ml 11 :lrr;tgl;t
wase therefore eelected to conduct the enterprise, but impaired !1r:nlth, the 1'ln-u t
of exposure and unremitted exertions L!uring two years of I«’IC'[H‘(‘ !:;:_m;]' :-mcLl uln-
ceasing efforts in the Gulf, rendered it imprudent for that (]l.:illll;._".ll]h 1ed an ([;;
ergetic officer to enter upon this service. He had, moreover, nn.}mn:mtlwcil
yet to be finished on the Gulf coast, where he was then Ol)l"."lllltg. Al ‘?:15
therefore on his own request excnsed from this new (‘(xn?m:uul.l ln'_m‘-.:'kdnm'ul
Porter, who had shown great ability as the commander o_i the Mississ ppi squad-
ron, and had identified himself with many of its mfmt important u.clm-w-m(:ntn,
was transferred to the command of the North Atlmm_v.l ml}mdrun, which embraced
within its limits Cape Fear river and the port of W i!mm.gtun. .

A fleet of naval vessels, surpassing in numbers and equipments any which had
assembled during the war, was collected with dusp:—nch at Hamp‘tun Roads.
Various_causes intervened to delay the movement, and it was not 1|mt1l the early
part of December that the expedition departed for Beaufort, N.. C., the p‘]ucc of
rendezvous. Some further necessary preparations were there made, which, m—
gether with unfavorable weather and other incidents, delayed the attack m_ml
the 24th of December. On that day Rear-Admiral Porter, with a bombarding
force of thirty-seven vessels, five of which were iron-clads, and u.‘rcser\:'cd force
of nineteen vessels,®ttacked the forts at the mouth of Cape Fear river, and
gilenced them in one hour and a quarter ; but there being no tro:jp-“:lto make an

assaglt or attempt to posseeé them, nothing beyond the injury inflicted on the
works and the garrison was accomplished by the bombardment. A renewed
attack was made the succeeding day, but with scarcely better results. The
fleet chelled the forts during the day and silenced them, but no assault was

’ ..
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" made, or attempted, by the troops which had been disembarked for that pur-
pose.

Major General Butler, who commanded the co-operating foree, after. a recon-
noissance, came to the conclusion that the place could not be carried by an as-
sault. He therefore ordered a re-embarkation, and informing Real-Admiral
Porter of his intention, returned with his command to Hampton Roads. Im-
mediate information of the failure of the expedition was forwarded to the de-
partment by Rear-Admiral Porter, who remained in the vicinity with his entire
fleet, awaiting the needful military aid. Aware of the necessity of reducing these
works, and of the great importance which thg department attached to closing
the port of Wilmington, and confident that with adequate military eo-operation
thefort could be carried, he asked for such co-opcration', and earn
that the enterprise should not be abandoned.
President fully econcurred.

estly requested
In this the department and the
On the suggestion of the President, Licutenant Gen-
eral Grant was advised of the confidence’ felt by Rear-Admiral Porter that he
could obtain complete success, provided he should be sufficiently sustained.
Such military aid was therefore invited as would insure the fall of Fort I'isher.
A second military force was promptly detailed, composed of about eight
thousand five hundred men, under the command of Major General A. H Terry,
and sent forward. This officer arrived off Fort Fisher on the 13th of Janu-
ary. Offensive opefations were at once resumed by the naval force and the
troops were landed and intrenched themselves, while 1 portion of the fleet bom-
barded the works. These operations were continued throughout the 14th with -
an increased number of vessels. The 15th was the day decided upon for an

assault.  During the forenoon of that day forty-four vessels poured an incessant
fire into the rebel forts.

Berve,

.

There was; besides, a force of fourteen vessels in re-
At 3 p. m. the signal for the assault was made. Desperate fighting en-
sued, traverse after traverse was taken, and by 10 p. m. the works were all car-
ried, and the flag of the Union floated over them. Fourteen hundred sailors and
marines were landed and participated in the direct assault.

Seventy-five guns, many of them superb. rifle pieces, and nineteen hundred
prisoners were the immediate fruits and trophies of the victory ; but the chief
value and ultimate benefit of this grand achievement consisted in closing the
main gate through which the insurgents had received supplies from abroad and
sent their own products to foreign markets in exchange.

Light-draught steamers were immediately pushed over the barand into the river,
the channel of which was speedily buoyed, and the removal of torpedoes forth-
with commenced: The rebels witnessiog the fall of Fort Fisher, at once evacu-
ated and blew up Fort Caswell, destroyed Bald Head Fort and Fort Shaw, and
abandoned Fort Campbell. Within twenty-four hours after the fall of Fort Fisher.
the main defence of Cape Fear river, the entire chain of formidable works in the
vicinity shared its fate, placing in our possession one hundred and sixt

y-eight
guns of heavy calibre.

The heavier naval vessels being no longer needed in that quarter, were des-
Patched in different directions —some to James river and northern ports, others

~
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to the Gulf o the South Atlantic nquadron. An ample force was retained, how-
ever, to support the small but brave army which had carried the traverses of
Fort Figher, and enable it, when re-enforcements should arrive, to continue the
movement on Wilmington.

Gireat caution was necessary in removing the totpedoes, always formidable in
harbors and internal waters, and which have been more destructive to our naval
vessels than all other means combined.

Abont the middle of February offensive opérations were resumed in the direc-
tion of Wilmington, the vessels and the troops moving up the river in concert.
Fort Anderson, an important Wk, was evacuated during the night of the 18th
of February, General Schofield advancing upon this fort with eight thousand
men, while the gunboats attacked it by water.

On the 21st the rebels were driven from Fort” Strong, which left the way to
Wilmington unobstructed, and on the 22d of February thatcity was evacuated.
Two hundred and twelve guns were taken in the works from the entrance of

* Old river, including those near the city, and thus this great and brilliant achieve-
ment was completed.

SOUTH ATLANTIC SQUADRON—FALL OF CHARLESTON.

In November, 1864, the department officially advised Rear-Admiral Dablgren
that Major General Sherman had commenced his march from Atlanta to the sea-
board, and that he might be expected to reach the Atlantic coast, in the vicinity

" "of Bavannah, about the middle of December. Rear-Admiral Dahlgren was in-
structed to be prepared to co-operate with General Sherman, and furnizh him any
needed naval assistance which it might be in his power to render. Before these
instructions reached him, Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, who was thus not lll]lll‘t‘p:lrl_-tl
to hear of the movement of the army from Atlavta to the coast, had conferred with
Major General Foster, then commanding the department of the south, and con-
certed with him plans to assist, g0 far as their joint forces would allow, in es-
tablishing communication with the advancing genéral. A combined expedition
was at once organized for cutting the railroad communication between Charles-
tonand Savannah, and otherwise engaging the attention of the insurgents in that
quarter. Force was displayed at the most important points along the Carolina
coast, and every available means adopted to aid in the success of the grand and
novel military movement which was in progress through the ‘heart of a hostile
country. y

General Sherman reached the vicinity of Savannah on the 12thof Deceember,
and communication between him and Rear-Admiral Dahlgren was immediately

established. The latter made the best possible disposition of ‘the vessels ther

under his coramand, to assist the army in obtaining possession of Savannah. By
the 18th of December the investment of that city, by the navy on one side and
the army on the other, was accomplished. The garrison, however, succeeded in
escaping across the river and effecting a retreat towards Charleston, leaving
General Sherfan to eccupy Savaunah on the 21st of that month.

Early in January Rear-Admiral Dahlgren was éngaged in assisting in the

: ®

: draught iron-clads detached from the Miss
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tvanzfor af 1the e s Ty F o 3

transfer of the right wing of the army to Beaufort, S. C., and in the course of
General Sherman’s march northward that officer and his army were aided by all
needful naval demonstrations. : 3

On 1}]. 12th and 13 S8 R ——

1 e ] 2th L,mlkl .-:!ll of February a joint movement was made alone the ap-
roaches from Bull's Bay tc unt ass i f i

I \ m Bull’s Bay to Mount Pleasant, with a view of embarrassine the
m 'y commandant at Charleston, and bline

]

. g him as to the actual military
design ;
gn.

No real or serious attack on Charleston was meditated.

version was contemplate d at that moment. Other le extensive movements

Only a di-

than that at Bull’a Bav won : :
than that at Bull’s Bay were made about that period, full details of which will
be found in the despatches forming t of i i &

o ]“" ‘-“ patches forming a part of thggappendix to this report. They
were intended simply to attract the attention of the rebels and aid General
: g his great purpose of moving towards Richmond
(Charleston was in the mean time vigilantly watched to detect the first indications
of its abandonment by the rebels, which it was known must take place at an
I'he troops stationed thereabout were s

Sherman in accomplishin

arly day i

€ Y d y- ll\'il’.ll'l'd, and the iron-clads
1e l{;;_(lll of the 17th of Feb-
rnary the batteries were ceaselessly employed, and the vessels in the
gave them watchful attention.

il
were moved nearer to the rebel works., Durine il

o]

+ harbor
- The morning of the 18th revealed the fact that
Charleston was evacuated. Thus, without a final strugele, the original seat of
the rebellion, the most invulnerable and best protected g:'.i‘.' on the ;~
r 2

: ast, whose
lefences had cost immense treasure and labor, was

. .
abandoned, and the emblem
of unity and freedom was again reinstated upon the walls of Sumter
n v '] >
I'he evacuation of Charleston was

n s
s followed i_‘. that of {-t'“:'.'.ﬂtu\\‘] on the

23d of February, and on the f that month the place itself was ceupied
| Dahlgren.

WEST GULF SQUADRON—SURRENDER OF MOBILE AND THE REBEL FLEET.

When Vice-Admiral Farragut left the West Gulf gquadron in the later autumn
£1 y 1 1 L] 1 %
of 1864, the command devolved on Commodore James S. Palmer, senior officer on

the station. This officer continued operations until the arrival of Ad-

miral Farragut’s successor, Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, who bears testimony
is an, » Releney ar gt : : i
to his subsequent cfficiency and untiring services throughout the attack on the
defences of Mobile, and acknowledges also his indebtedness to Commodore
Palmer for the admirable manner in which the vessels had been prepared for

arfluous gervice under that officer’s supervis The resumption of offensive

operations against the city of Mobile, under the direction of Major General
Canby, was not determined upon until early in January, when Ac ‘,: Rear-Ad-
miral Thatcher, then recently appointed to the command of the West Gulf squad-
ron, was ordered to procéed immediately to New Orleans, in order to co-operate
with the military commander.

The force placed under Acting Rear-Admiral r was increased by light-
1 .51![\5 .-'riurn]rt-!l for service in Mobile
bay. A joint movement by land and water was arra: ged and carried into ex.

ecution. Indications that the rebels were about to evaena e city led to a
naval reconnoissance in force fo ascertain the facts, on the 11th of March, with
five monitors, in as close proximity as the shallow water and obstructions

5 A
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would pf-r“zit

This movement drew from the insurgents such a fire as to place
br‘vmm d

yubt that those defences were still intact.
The troops were landed on

1
|

the 21st of March on the left bank of Fish-
er's viver, about seventeen miles from its junction with the bay, and ad-
vanced as

vessels shell

rapidly as the condition of the road would permit, while the naval

ed the woods and kept open communication by signals with General
Canby for co-operation. The rebels doubtless believed that the naval vessels
were not able to cross the bar of Blakely river; and even if successful in crossing,
that, it was in their power to destroy the boats by their marsh batteries and the
innumerable torpedoes with wigich the river was filled. They did succeed in
sinking two of the monitors and four wooden gunboats at the entrance of Blakely
river, by these sub-marine implements of destruction, although the river lmii
been thoroughly dragged, and many torpedoes were removed I_:[_‘Iul‘«.‘- the vessels
went over the bar, Beyond the sinking of these vessels and the loss of a few
lives, no serious cnn»‘rlim-lm-.s attended the approach to and capture of Mobile.

The principal works of defence between the city and the fortresses which
guarded the entrance t ut]u bay, captured in August, 1864, by the fleet while com-
manded by Vice-Admiral Farragut, were Fort Alexis and Spanish Fort. By the 3d
of April these had been completely invested by the troops, and during the night

of the Sth wi morning of the 9th they were, after a short but severe bombard-
ment, captured, and with them fi

pt rom 1,600 to 2,000 men, with sixteen he aVy
gune. With the key to Mobil

batteries Tracy and Huger, were
11th they were evacunated.
On the 1

]nu-pn.\‘r‘r-i' an attack, and the fleet gained a suitable ]m-'i!iuu for performing its
!-'Ei;ll‘v of this work, but it was soon ascertained that the ei ty was at the mercy
of our arms, all the remainine defences having been abandoned. A formal sur-
'1'1_-:1(!{-:‘ was ‘\]:‘t'l‘i'i'l]‘{' demanded by General Granger and Acting Rear-Admiral
T'hatcher, which was complied with and posssession was taken nl-' the city. The
works which environed Mobile were of immense strength and extent 3
400 guns were captured, some -:1‘ theit new and of the heaviest calibre.

: ing the city, retreated up the Tombigbee. Prep-
arations 1-I» follow and (-:111:::;'..- them were far advanced, when, on the 4th of May,
ns were received fiom Commander Farrand, commanding the rebel
es in the waters of Alabama, to surrender all the vess 7
and property yet afloat and under
the terms of surrender being the

On the 10th of May the formal s

» thus secured, the outer works of importance
within casy reach, and on the evening of the

2th the troops were conveyed to the west side of the city for the

i

Nearly

T'he rebel army, on evacuat

TOPOos
prog

naval forc i
8, ofhicers, men,

g The basis of
same as those of General Lee, were acce pted.

= i :
blockade on the Tombicbee,

Bl

surrender took place, and the insurgent navy

ur vessels were surrendered, and 112 officers,
1d 24 marines, were 1

)ATO
o 4G pare led and permitied to return to their homes.
483 anc l.ll\t\ul,l the "lh\ remai

Gulf coast, =oon e: ipitulated.
on the

ecased to be an organization, F

The forts at the first-named place were evacuated
25th of May, and the commandant of th

: ¢ defences of Galveston gave
assurances that there would be no opposition to .

the occupancy of that place by

ning rebel fortified points on the

A ——————————— e
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thenavy. On the 2d of June, Galveston was surrendered, and the supremacy
of the government was once more established on the entire coast, from Mai
to and including Texas.

REDUCTION OF THE NAVAL FORCE—THE SQUADRONS.

Immediately after the fall of Fort Fisher and the capture of Wilmington,
measures were taken for the gradual reduction of the naval forces emj ployed on
the duties of blockade. The recovery of Charleston, Mobile, and (-u,\'\:.«tru
justified a still farther diminution, and as these events successively occurred,
measures were promptly taken to reduce the sq@adrons and economize expenses.
On the 24th of February letters were addressed to Admirals Porter, Dahlgren,

Stribling, and Thateher, informing them that the department was of opinion
Ill.‘ll the fall of Fort Fisher and the possession of Charleston would <-1;‘.h.n the
department to reduce naval expenses. They were therefore directed to send
north such purchased vessels as needed extensive repairs, and also any naval
A careful scrutiny of requisitions was enjoine d

before approval, and commanders of squadrons were informed that they would

stores I}l;ll were not l'l‘(lllil'\"i.

be expected to use every possible exertion and care to diminish the expenses of
their respective commands.

About the 1st of May orders were issued to further reduce the squadror
our domestic waters one-half. Near the close of”that month a further diminu-
tion was directed, so that the entire force retained in commission should not ex-
ceed one hundred vessels. In the early part of July another and still further
reduction was made, leaving but thirty steamers, which, with receiving store-
ghips, composed the entire blockading squadrons on the Atlantic and the Gulf.

On the 31st of July the Potomac flotilla, which, under Commander I. A.
Parker, had rendered active service, was disbanded.

The \li:-.*i.\-i'llii squadron, comprising at one time about one hundred steamers,
was gradually reduced, and on the 14th of August wholly discontinued. Act-
ing Rear-Admiral Lee was relieved, and Commodore Livingston, who had ac-
quitted himself with energy at the N Jorfolk station, and subsequently at Cairo,
was intrusted with the duty of disposing of the vessels and closing up the af-
fairs of that squadron.

The reduction of the blockading force ..].\(J].‘(ll also a curtailment of the number
of squadrons. In June, there fnu.lh-' North and South Atlantic squadrons were
consolidated into one, known thereafter as the Atlantic squadron, commanded by
Acting Rear-Admiral Radford, who, on the 28th of April, had succeeded Rear-
Admiral Porter in command of the North Atlantic squadron. Rear-Admiral
Dahlgren was detached from the command of the South Atlantic squadron, and
hauled down his flag at Washington on the 12th of July.

Acting lh-.-n'—‘hh;m':xl Radford, having been appointed commandant of the
Washington navy yard, was succeeded by Commodore Joseph Lanman in the
command of the Atlantic squadron on the 10th of October.

The consolidation of the East Gulf squadron, commanded by Acting Rear-

Admiral Stribling, and the West Gulf squadron, under Acting Rear-Aduiral
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Thatcher, was also consummated, and thereafter this force was known as the
Gulf squadron. Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher remained in command, and
Acting Rear-Admiral Stribling returned to Boston in July.

Besides the vessels composing the several squadrons, others are in commis-
gion in various capacities. The James Adger is stationed at Aspinwall ; the
3“(7}:3;."2111 is ;1,.;5;:10:1 to the northern l'l{l_‘:’-; the Sabine is ('ml:lxu}‘l_'t‘ as an ap-
I’"‘"”:“'" ship; the De Soto is in the West Indies; the Massachusetts
and South Carolina are still continued as supply-ships for the squadrons on the
coast; the Constitution, Macedonian, and several others are connected with the
Naval Academy ; and twenty vessels are used at the navy yards as receiving-ships
and tenders; so that there are actually in commission at this time, at home and
abroad, one hundred and seventeen vessels of all deseriptions, which number,
ghould the exigencies of the service permit, will be still further reduced.

In January, while Rear-Admiral Porter was engaged before Wilmington, af-
fairs on James river assumed such an attitude, invelving the welfare and security
of the army by a demonstration on the part of the rebels with their armored
rams from Richmond, that it was deemed important to send thither immediately
an officer of ability and experience. Vice-Admiral Farragut, then in Washing-
ton, was selected for this epecial duty, and on the 24th of that month proceeded
to James river for that purpose. The threatening demonstration below Rich-
mond was not long maintained, and the occasion having passed, Vice-Admiral
Farragut was relieved from this special service on the 2d of February.

A “}H'L':..‘l] :-rlll:'.lll'u:‘. of \'rr".‘vl.-i, L'l:llr'l-l‘:ll(i_‘ of the \';lii\‘lt'l'bill,'lﬁtlr‘t‘:kl'\'l';l, Pow-
hatan, and the turreted iron-clad Monadnock, left Hampton roads on the

November, under the command of Commodore John Rodgers, destined to
re-enforee the squadron in the Pacific.

In withdrawing a large naval force from active service, in disposing of the

8, in discharging or detailing to other duties their officers and crews, in
making provision for a large surplus of ordnance ammunition and stores, great
labor has of course devolved upon the de ‘partment and its bureaus. Some idea
may be formed of the extent of that labor, from the fact that there were in the
several blockading squadrons in January last, exclusive of other duty, four
bhundred and seventy-one vessels and two thousand four hundred and filty-five
guns, There are now but twenty-nine vessels remaining on the coast, carrying
two hundred and ten guns, exclusive of howitzers.. Disposition has been made
of all the others. Some of the vessels are laid up in ordinary, some with their
crews are on foreign service, but many have been sold, and, with most of the
men that were actively engaged in hostile operations, are now employed in peace-
ful occupation.

As soon as our domestic troubles were overcome, the duty of attending to our
interests abroad prompted the re-establishing of the foreign squadrons which
had been suspended. The European, the Brazil, and the East India squadrons
have been organized anew upon as economical a scale as is consistent with their
efficiency, the interests of commerce, and a proper regard for our position as a
nation.

These squadrons, with another which is soon to be put in operation in the

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY ©F THE NAVY. 69

engag vd in 1' gitimate nn.mcu:: pursuits ;L:.Ll for 'llilhul. r QUT l[:r}_: ;1.:1\4‘&[_

Some modifications of the limits of the respective squadrons, and the substi-
tution of steamers for sailing vessels, will infuse more vigor into the service, and
it is designed that there shall hereafter be greater activity and vigilance in their
operations. The number of vessels and erews on foreign service will not be
greatly increased over those of former years, while the number of guns will be
less ; yet the superiority of steam over sails for naval war vessels, and the im-
provement and new patterns of ordnance, will hereafter give our force abroad
greatly augmented efficiency and }nnn-r.

The [',nr«w;u-.-m quadron is commanded by Rear-Admiral L. M. Goldsboro

he followine

:lilli consists of t I0l1I0OWINZ Vessels y O n.\\!.‘.{ 0, I\ 3 'l.it‘ullltw['lxgu
Froli x.]l: Dy and G ird, to which the Cans: andais gua wi ill shortl y be added. T!u_-
field of t!jvt',"lul.l of this -‘-lu-'ihl\lll. besides the coast of E',!ll'wpv and the Mediter-
ranean, will comprise Madeira, the Canaries, and the African coast as far as St.
Paul de Loando.

The Brazil squadron is commanded by Acting Rear-Admiral 8. W. Godon,
who has ten vessels on that station, viz: the Susquehanna, Brooklyn, Juniata,
Shamokin, Nipsic, Shawmut, Kansas, \\';1.«]!. .\'uill:]}', and Onward. 'n-~i(,!w-
the eastern coast of South America, this squadron will cruise on the coast of
Africa from Cape Town to St. Paul de Loando.

The East India squadron consists at present of four vessels—the Hartford,
-“':.'l.u.f o, Wachusett, and Relief. The Shenandoah will be .\'!:r:ril'r added to this
number. This squadron is commanded by Acting Rear-Admiral H. H. Bell,
who =ailed from New York in his flag -r‘nli[l. the H.x!‘:twril. in August, and has
probably already reached his station.

The Pacific squadron remains in command of Acting Rear-Admiral George
F. Pearson, and compriscs eleven vessels, viz: the Lancaster, Powhatan, Saranac,
Suwanee, Mohongo, Wateree, Saginaw, St. Mary's, Cyane, Nyack, and Tusca-
rora, and two rlna‘r-.-]li]. , the Fredonia and Farallones. Some vessels sent to
the Pacific (including two of the iron-clads) will be laid up in the harbor of San
Francisco, ready for any emergency that may arise.

The extensive limits of this squadron, embracing the whole western coast of
North and South America, with the islands of the Pacific; the rapidly increas-
ing population of the States; and the growing and expanding commerce, and
vast interests involved, render it advisable that the naval force of the Union
should be I.u'-"r]'\' re-enforced in that (uarter. Considerable addition to the
number of vessels will therefore be made, and it is proposed at an early day to

ke a division of the ~'.1u'u41‘n:1.

But few vessels, and they on merely temporary daty, have as yet been em-
ployed in the West Indies. The Connecticut, the Kansas, the De Soto, ¢
nearly all the vessels which have been sent to the coast of Brazil, have visite
some of the more important points, ps icularly in the izsland of St. Dom

and given attention to American interests there, It is proposed to :{_—\'Lv-;
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West India squadron to cruise in those waters, where we have so large a trade,
and where, owing to the proximity of the islands to our shores, it is essential
that we should eultivate friendly relations. Commodore James S. Palmer has
ited to command the s:lu.u_’;';um. having for his flag-ship the Rhode

ion to the De Soto, now on that station, it is proposed to send

Monongahela, Florida, Augusta, Shamrock, Ashuelot, and Mo-

nocacy, making a squadron of nine vessels.

THE NAVAL FORCE.

When hostilities against the government were commenced in the spring of 1861
and the ports on our southern coast were ordered to be closed under the form
of international blockade, instead of the municipal form of an embargo, the labor,
embarrassments, and responsibilities suddenly and unexpectedly imposed upon
this department were immensely increased.

To ereate and organize a navy such as the order for the blockade required
would have been at any time an immense undertaking, but the task was vastly
more onerous when the country, after a long interval of peace, was beginning
to be rent by civil convulsio

In this l-niuli:[n:z of affairs, with the navy reduced during fi ifty years of peace

rd of efficiency, without experience or precedent to guide the ap-
ion of m-n‘.r:‘n 5:1\'u-:1ti ms to war purposes, with restricted and wholly
{ mstruction and repair of vessels, and \\':thm:'.

pendous work before it, the department

tuj
its way and press on its work at the very time when a
upon it which a nation fully prepared and furnished with

men and material would have found clil"‘.iruln' in per-

equal to the emergency. With

limited means at the command of the department to be 'oin with, the navy

became suddenly an immense Im\\'vl' An unrelaxing blockade was maintained
for four ycars from the capes of the Chesapeake to the Rio Grande, while a
flotilla of gunboats, ing and aiding the army in its movements, penetrated
| . : :
ough an internal navigation almost continental, from

the Potomac to the \l.u:--:m-f.

After the ca re of Forts Hatteras and Clark, in August, 1861, port after
port was wrested fre e insurgents, until the flag of the Union was again
restored in every harbor and along our entire coast, and the rebellion eventually
wholly suppressed. .

Coincident with these loat, the department had its attention alse
actively engaged in d ‘»1 ping the ingenuity, skill, and resources of the coun-
try, in the construction of new vessels, in the introduction of new de-
scriptions of ordnance, torpedoes, and projectiles, in experiments in steam, and
in the improvement of steam 1:1:103:1:1!1‘}: Ai.‘!l-'rugh (‘E.\I}Iii('“(‘ti to encounter op-
position in all its forms, the department has heen unremitting in its efforts, and
in almost every instanee has met with a generous response trom Cungrws and
the country.
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Tl:rc-(- hundred

gervice to which f

twenty-two (322) ¢ rs traitorously abandoned the
s, proved false to the flag which

they had sworn to support, » eovernment which had confided in their

honor and relied on their fide to sustain it in conflict and peril.

barrassment caused | noment of trial was t

Better men from the merel marine, and vastly more efficient,

promptly volunteered their services, in many instances at great pecu
rifice, to he battles of the Union. About seven thousand five hun-
dred of these gallant and generous spirits have, after examination, received ap-
]m‘nl‘l“-"'h and been :’::l}!lu]'r-l in the navy. Schools were established to
nd jwr rfect them in the rudin zunnery and nautical routine, and
m to say that they have acquitted themselves with credit and
'm]. and fidelity. The intercourse between these volunteer officers
regular navy has been productive of mutual good will and
It will, I trust,lead to lasting personal friendships and insure endu-
ring intimacy between the commercial and naval service. Most of the volunteer

officers have received an honorable discharge and returned to their peaceful

pursuits. I take this oceasion to renew my annual suggestion, that

professional
some of the most distinguished of these heroic and loyal men, of admitted capa-

bility and merit, who have served the country 1fully and so well, be added

i
on to the navy, of brave and it:l:-l]fj'r:tt representatives

1
Lk

to the navy after an examination by a board of officers appointed for that plﬂ-

| marine, will be a fitt a 1onorab
serviees of ¢ t f men who came ;:rll.].l
peril to sustain thé cause of their country
From seven thousand six hundred (7,600) n in service ¢ commence-
ment of rebellion, the number was in 1 to fifty- thousand five hun-
dred ( at itz close. In additior ze the aggregate of artizans and
]:\isn)‘.‘--:‘st iployed it } NAvy _\.‘;u‘:[-‘ ras gixte wousand eight hundred and
l,:l} (16,880) instead of three thousand eight hundred and fi ..'-‘;--1:!' (3,844)
pay of the government. This is exclusive of thos ¢:-‘if:n\'-u':
stablishments, under contracts, constituting
ite number. T'wo hundre
commenced and mos
larger ones will require still further time for completi
rs also having sailing power, have been built by the government dur-
administration of the departmen
Since the 4th of March, 1861, four ].-i:'.‘-nT.: ] and eigh (418) vessels have
which three hundred teamers, at a cost
83, and of these there have
overnment has received

s, for which the

THE CONDUCT OF THE BLOCKADE

enforee 1]-_1- blocks:
1

gquadrons
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This recall, rendered imperative by the necessities of the case, left our extensive
commerce on distant seas unprotected. The great maritime powers of Europe,

as soon as they were aware of our domestic difficul v, hastened to recognize the
rcbels as belligerents, and proclaimed themselves neutral between the contend-
ing parties, [i‘n‘ w"})('-z"aiﬁnulls of this assumed neutrality were to de prive ou

\11 ges which they had by national courtesy e az‘;"w:.':-ni,.‘mel

inflicting injury on our government, the professed and

strength to the rebels who wert

> Union. Each of these European neu-

friendly

official and commereial inter-
course with the government of the Unit tates, while with the rebels, who
were without a recognized flag or national y they had neither treaties nor ofii-

SaY il SR T ¢ R T ‘
eial relations The United States had a nav y which commanded respect, and a
commerce that covered every sea, whilst the rebels ha ither ns nor com-

merce to be affected by ne ions and restrictions.

this action of the neutral leacue perated, on the one hand, to injure and em-
barrass a friendly governme i g peaceful and
friendly relations with evq Iy counte-
nance and encouragement t¢

» i) .+ } S

\sl tae most beneficent government on
 ETST I TG Y AT Ly . :
i’ irtually excluded from the ports of the gre arifime powers by this as-

I

sumed ne ‘.‘1...1\_\ » the difficulty intaining even a limited naval foree abroad
oy atle inax 3 S el] . 4 '

was greatly increased. The withdrawal of our Bqu. wdr ft our unprof d com-

merce exposed to the de predations of semi -piratical

armed, manned, and sent out to pl

e built,
nder and destroy our merchantmen from the

shores of neutral Europe. To these ravated wrongs we were compelled, in
he ereat emerceney whiel vint B X
the great emergency which existed, to submit, for under no circumstances would

the department relax the blockader or permit 1ts efficiency to be impaired.

['he suppression of the rebellion enables us to re-establigl squadrons abroad,
and to display ag

gain the flag of the Union in fore eign ports. Our men-of-war,
released from the blockade, will soon be foun wd in every sca, prepared to assert
American rights and protect American interests. :

European neutrality, now that the insurrection is suppressed, no longer de-

nies to our national vessels those supplies and courtesies which were refused in
the days of our misfortune.

No rebel rover, built in neutral ports, remains to
ase alarm or teel apprehension on the appearance of the armed vessels of the

the insurrecti

u

; and now that we have st ppressed

—_ 1 4 . . 3.2
mitted to receive ho 1d international comi ity from

ing four years excluded o ]m}']... ships, while they persistently in-

sted on elevating the rebels t ' ¥
We had, in 1860, five

vessels, carrying four h

have on the severa

and forty-seven guns, and car ng fifty-six h-r"nrvra

In time of peace our
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every commercial port where American capital is employed, and : are few
available ts on the globe which American enterprise has not penetrated and
reached. DBut commerce needs protection, and our squadrons and public vessels
]

Is ought

in comr on must not be inactive. One or more of our naval vesse
annually to displa; » flag of the Union in’ every port where our
trade. : imerce and the navy of a people have a common i
are inseparable ¢ -I:;;a:miwns Each is necessary for the other, and both

sential to national prosperity and strength. Wherever our merchant ‘T: ps may
be employed, there should be within convenient proximity a naval force to pro-
tect lln-I;: and make known our national power. Such are the energy and
enterprise of our countrymen, that they will, now that the war has closed, com-
pete for the trade OININEere f the world, provided the governmen per-
forms its duty in fostering and protecting their interests. sides guarding
the channels hitherto occupied and explored, it

aminations be made for new avenues of trade. In connexi

subject, I would suggest the importance of a more thorough survey and explo-
ration of the principal islands in the Pacific ocean, and that the department have
authority to carry this st [

Followi

globe, the ut officers of navy are capable, fr heir position ga
opportunities, of 'Illln.‘a:‘: and communicating a vast amount of useful ..‘l-urﬁ-
tion, thereby ln nefiting commeree, and, by continual additions he stores of
knowledge, promoting the welfare of the country and of mankind.

There are circumstances which render it necessary that a commercial and
naval people should have coaling stations and ports for supplies at one or more
important points on those seas and oceans where there are important interests to
be protected, or naval power is to be maintained. Steamers cannot carry the
same amount of m;:lwiir-' as the sailing vessels of f
which is indispensable to their efficiency t icularly in tix
nished or obtainable f intervals, and in the
cruising grounds. A prudent reg: rd for our future interests and we e would
gseem to dictate the l'X]n‘dirn('_\' of securing some e ns for the pur-
pose indicated.

EBEL CRUISERS.

Information reached the department in May that the iron-clad ram Stonewall,
a formidable vessel built in France, had arrived in Havana. This vessel had
been conditionally sold to Denmark, but not proving satistactory to that govern-
ment, she was purchased by the rebels. Some difficulty in proc r armament
and a crew caused a 1('1;11-('-1‘;11)' sli mbarrassment 1 er movements, but
she was soon met by the English steamer Ci " Richmond off the coast of
France, and her armament, which
cruise and an English crew, were
for a short ‘.E::a-.; at Ferroll, where she was watched by thae .\

mento and leaving that place, she did not reach Havana un
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fall of the rebel organization. Like other rebel cruisers which had plundered
our commerce, the Stonewall was without a port.

Acting Rlear-Admiral Godon, who had received orders to command on the Bra-
zil station, and was on the point of saili directed to proceed immediately,
with a force hastily collect t(l and placed under his command, in search of the Stone-
wall, which, it was understood, designed to appear on our coast. Iesailed from
Hampton roads on the 16th of May, and arrived off Havana on the 28th, having
in his command the Susquebanna, Chippewa, Monticello, Fahkee, and two tur-
reted vessels, the Monadnoek and Canonicus. Shortly after his arrival, the
Stonewall was delivered over to the Spanish authorities by her commander, and
our government was advised that Spain would place her at the disposal of the
United States. It beingunnecessary for Acting Rear-Admiral Godon to remain
longer on this special duty, he left Havana June 6th, returned to H: mpton Roads
on the 12th, and on the 21st proceeded, in pursnance to previous orders, to Brazil.

The English screw steamer Sea King, built in Glasgow in 1863, early at-
tracted the attention of our officials in England as one of the class of rovers

which, like the Alabama, Florida, and Greorgia, was destined to prey on Ameri-
can commerce. But the English authorities professed to be incapable of detect-
ing anything wrong in this vessel, and she finally sailed from ],um]:m on the 8th
ofilctober, 1864, with clearance for Bombay. On the following day the steamer
I3tire] sailed from Liverpool with officers, men, and guns, and went to Madeira,
The Sea King soon appeared off Made and signalled to the Laurel, when the
two vessels went to a barren island in the vicinity, and on the 17th of October

a transfer of , men, and guns took place ; the name of the pirate was

r]nmg-ll. and thenceforward became known as the Shenandoah. J. L Wad-

| {

dell, a renegade American naval officer, assumed the command and proceeded
at cuce on a iuir.l ical ¢

An offic communication of the 18th of October informed the

department
that the crew of the Sea King, ag well as that of the Laurel, were all British
subjects, that many of them belonged to the Royal Naval Reserve, and that
some forty or fifty of the Alabama’s men were among them.

Througliout the whole period of the rebellion these exhibitions of the manner
in which the English authorities exercised nentrality were witnessed. On one oc-
casion two persons secreted themselves on theU.,S. steamer Tuscarora at Queens-
town, with a view, it was suspected, of entering our service,and the British gov-
ernment was on that occasion g eatly exercised lest some violation of neutrality
or breach of the foreign enlistment act had taken place which would work harm
to the rebels. .\ less anxious solicitude appears to have been entertained of
breach of neutr * when whole crews were enlisted for the Shenandoah and
other rebel piratical ernisers which sallied

forth to plunder American commeree,
Before leaving the Atlantic the

Shenandoah succeeded in destrovine several
vessels, and was next heard of in M Ibourne, Australia, whe

ere she was received
ertained with great he 8pit

ty and furnished with a "11 plies and
repairs for the In' g cruise upon w “\{11 she was about to e

en

nwel, - £ L.L“UI
J :oruary she 1s r“[ ort '[] (8] f"ln - it 2 k Y 3
i 3 It L ave Ci £ ourne, and wa

weard of in the
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North Pacific ocean and the sea of Otrecht, where she attacked and captuared
twenty-nine unarmed whale-ships, of which twenty > destroyed and four
were bonded. Althongh notified y some of h v':uz’"':ﬁ Kh'lt the rebel armies
lered and tha lon was sn ppresse 1, Wadd: “ eave no heed
to the intel nce, but con ed his work of destruction until four months after
the fall of Richmond, when he was advised !uj.'::n l,ug ish vessel that Lee was on

l(l SUTTend

]rH Il' I'H] ]L‘., a ill"‘-"T!t‘L'.

The English government, in the exercise of all that neutral tenderness and
care which it had manifested for the rebels from the ing of the insur-
rection, when finally compelled to admit the extinguishment of the rebel-
lion, made special reservation t« rotect the rebel pir 1 cruisers, and
particularly e Shepandoah, which was an outlaw, without country or
Lhome other th: ingland, after the prostration of the rebel orzanization.
Warned by neutral England, whose st bjects constituted almost Ir.-r entire

v, that the organized insurrection was aunihilated, the Shenandoah had
no alternative but to =eek a the shelter and protection of that neutral
power where she was built, and from which she was armed and manned. Un-
der the name of Sea King she had cle
with an English flag and )
on the books at the Register’s office of British shipy ping in her origin:
and in the name of her original owners. Such 1 ay have been the case whén

pirate was warned that he had not the pretext of a rebel organization to
soften his erime, and that he was an outlaw. f all her captures not one was
ever sent in for adjudication, and I am not aware that she ever entered the
port of any country but England. It was fitting, therefore, that she should
return for refuge to the country of her -

The Sea King, alias the Shenandoah, entered the Mersey on the 6th of No-
vember, and her pirate captain, in a formal letter to th ish n ter, sur-
lara

rendered the vessel to the English government.

ENLARGEMENT OF THE NAVY YARDS.

Our navy yards are, all of them, of limited area, and wholly insufficient for

our present navy. Not one of them presents the full requisite conveniences and

facilities r promptly fittin it in a rapid and efficient m * more
than a sin -‘. vessel at

a time. Vessels which ought to be repaired in three
months are often detained for a year, and officers ordered to their
should be ready for sea have been kept waiting for months, at great ¢
themselves and to the cou ntry ¢ t » injury of the service.
lic yard where an iron vessel can be constructed, an iron plate made, or where
t ng can be forged, or steam machin manufactured, ¢ Xcept on a moderate
nor, with the exception of Mare Island, in California, and Norfolk, have
We a navy yard with sufficient room to erect the necessary works for even pres-
ent wants. England, besides her great public navy y , with which oura can
bear no comparison, posSsesses even sever stablishments, in each of

which there are more mechanieal ;:Lw;ﬂi;.m-w -.it'm are possessed by our whole




