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J RLTORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

Now. it appears tome, is the time for inereasing the amount of the pension,
and for making it proportionate to the rank of the ofncer. Ly . o

The great war that has maintained the integrity of the nation is over, it is
hoped and believed, forever, and, therefore, it is possible to ascertain the amount
required to provide properly for the families of those who, in their manly efforts
to preserve the government from destruction, lost their own hv?s, and left their
wives and children without any other protector than the republic.

No fear need now be felt that the amount needed will be in_crcascd. On the
contrary day by day; it will be diminished. There is also a still stronger reason
why this should be done at once. At the time of the enactment referred to
there existed no pension fund, and the expenditure was a burden on the publie
treasury. Now, however, it is otherwise. The navy, during the war, won for
itself {I.-pi’l].b‘iﬂll fund of $11,000,000, the annual interest of which will amonunt,
at the present rates, to $660,000 in gold. Is it not eminently proper 1_11:1t the
wives and offspring of the bold men, whose prowess accumulated this noble
fund, ghould at least enjoy a portion of its profits? )

The whole amount of pensions paid out during the last year did not exceed
£250,000. It is manifest, therefore, that a proper increase in the annual pen-
gions allowed to the families of officere, with due regard to the rank of the
deceased, may be made without absorbing the whole of the interest on the pres-
ent pension fund, and I would, therefore, strongly urge that the subject be
presented to the early attention of Congress.

By an act of Congress of July 4, 1864, © it is provided that all persons now
entitled to a less pension, who shall have lost both feet in the military service,
shall be entitled to a pension of $20 per month: and those who, under the same
conditions, have lost both hands, ghall be entitled to $25 per month.”

As this law is construed in accordance with its phrazeology, it dooms to
painful ine nality those persons in the navy who have suffered t‘qual losg, ‘and
receive, una(‘r the present naval pension bill, but eight or ten dollars per month,

It cannot be supposed that this distinetion was intended, and it is gresumed
that it requires but a notice of the fact to secure for the gailor the same reward
as is bestowed on the soldier.

MEDICAL CORPS OF THE NAVY

It would be a source of the deepest gratification to this bureau to know that
the medical corps of the navy offers sufficient inducements to attract the best
talent to its ranks, and to feel that those ranks would always be filled. I am
reluctantly, however, compelled to say that in my judgment there is no voca-
tion above the humblest laborer that does not at the present time offer greater
inducements to,the youthful aspirant, and moreover to express the earnest con-
viction”that, if Congress does not, by apt Jegislation, increase the compensation
and elevate the position of the medical officer, the corps which has so recently,
duripg the rebellion, rendered such eminently valuable and efficient service, may
soor consist, with but few exceptions, of those who are either too old for active
gervice, or too young to be intrusted with important duties.

My able predecessor has demonstrated that in point of position and relative
rank there is scarcely a power on the face of the earth in whose navy the
medical officer is not treated with more consideration, and whose position and
rank are not superior to that held by him in this country. The importance of
his duties, the years of anxious study required to make him an honorable
member of his profgesion, his previous education, the clear, intelligent, and
prompt judgment that he should possess, have impressed other nations with
the necessity of rewarding such talents and acquirements with at least a cor-+
responding position in the service. But this subject has been so fully and ably
brought to the consideration of the honorable Secretary of the Navy by my

.
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“mmediate predecessor, that T deem it unnecessary to do more than refer to his
reports of.1863 and 1864 on that branch of the subject. There is, however
another branch demanding the immediate and most earnest attention of Con-
gress.

In the present state of affairs in this codntry, with the deranged condition
of the currency and the enormous prices of food and clothing, the medical
officer cannot subsist on the pay now allowed him by law. The consequence
is, that the corps is rapidly diminishing in numbers. The price is not sufficient
to induce the medical talent of the country te give up the actnal or anticipated
emoluments of private practice, and undertake the perilous duties of a naval
medical niﬁc.r-r, with but little position and less pay, and at the same time sub-
ject himszelf _lolthe dangers of the sea and to the, hazards of noxious climates.
I'he mechanie is better paid, and a clerk of skill and reputation can earn double
the amount of an assistant surgeon’s salary. ;

What is there, then, to prevent the corps from gradually dwindling into such
small proportions that we shall be compelled to take into the service any who
may apply, without requiring of them any previous examination, or oxp'ecliu(r
in them any but the most ordinary qualifications? The consequences will be
felt in the future condition of the corps itself, in the increased mortality on s]:ip;
board, and at naval hospitals, and, in the event of a war, in the want of the
most efficient elements of that “ problem of sanitary science.” Then, it is true
promotion and pay will be freely offered, but it will be impossible at once to
build up a medical corps, and all the experience and advantage that we might
have gained will be lost to us. R =

I beg, therefore, most earnestly to bring to your notice the absolute necessity
f:ur prompt action en the part of Congress, to save the medical corpsof the navy
from apparent disintegration. Immediate and efficient legislation can alone do
justice to the services and ability of the present members of this valuable corps
and guarantee its future efficiency. . i

Very rv.-'pe-cn'ully, your obedient servant,
5 o A
H Addl e s P. J. HORWITZ, Chief of Burecau.
Secretary of the Navy.
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

THE MARINE CORPS.

HeapQuARTERS MARINE CORPS,
Washington, October 20, 1865.

Sir: T have the honor to report that duriug my recent absence upon duty I
visited the marine posts at Portsmouth, Charlestown, Brooklyn, Philadelpbhia,
and Norfolk, Virginia, and from personal inspection of the several commagda
take pleasure in sayigg that the order and discipline observed at each was alike
creditable to officers and men; and though it has been my unpleasant daty
several times during the past year to bring to the notie of the department the
escape of prisoners under sentence of cuurt-ma_rtial. I desire now to express the
opinion that the escapes referred to were not in consequence of inattention to
duty, but more from a want of appreciation of the ingenuity sometimes ghown
by prisoners in releasing themselves from confinement. I trust, however, the ex-
perience thus gained will enable us to guard against similar escapes in the
future. ) ]

The barracks at Portsmouth in process of re-construction at the period of my
last report have since been completed, and now offer very comfortable quarters
for officers and men. The out-buildings to which I then referred as being 01{1_
and of wood, unsafe and unsuitable, were soon after torn down by authority of
the department, and though much inconvenienced in consequence, I have not
yet thought it advisable to direct special estimates to be submitted, with a view
to replacing them, but bave improved the premises as much as lmfslb](! out of
the annual appropriation for repairs of barracks. At some future time the agb-
ject of the construction of proper out-buildings will be brought to your notice.

At Boston the quarters. for officers and men are in good condition, but will
require cnn:‘-id(-rabllo painting to keep them in a proper state of preservation.

At Brooklyn the barracks will require only the usual attention to repairs, to
keep them in good order. The barrack-grounds have been much improved
during the year, and though much is still to be done to make them conform to
the present plan of improvement, their present condition and appearance reflects
much credit upon the continued efforts of the commanding officer, to make them
all that is desirable. ;

The barracks at Philadelphia are too contracted to afford comfortable accom-
modation for the usunal strength of that post, but until the question of a change
of location of the yard is definitely settled, I do not deem it advisable to recom-
mend any addition to, or enlargement of the building, but will endeavor to make
guch disposition of the forces ashore as will prevent too much crowding of the
men. The building can be kept in its present condition without any reference
to epecial appropriation. .

At Norfolk the quarters occupied by the troops, though of a temporary char-
acter, can be kept comparatively comfortable with the means at our disposal.
If, however, it should be in contemplation soon to deprive us of these quarters,
or if it has been fully determined by the department to re-establish the yard
upon its former basis, it would then be desirable to submit to the department
for consideration a plan for the construction of proper barracks, with a view to
asking for such an appropriation as would be necessary for that purpose.

In my last annual report, the fact of Congress not having passed the appro-
priation for counstructing officers’ quarters, guard-house, &ec., at Mare island,
California, was mentioned, and the hope expressed that the subject might again
be brought to the notice of that body. The objection then presented to quar-
tering officers and men in the same building is still entertained, and in view
alone of the pernicious effects thus likely to be produced upon discipliné, the
department is asked to favor the legislation necessary to correct that evil, and
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at the same time give more comfortable homes to officers having to serve at such
isolated points,

During the past year the strength of the corps has not changed materially,
the ordinary means of recruiting having been sufficient to replace the loss occa-
sioned by special discharges and by expiration of service; and though the
number of men on shore at present is somewhat greater than is usual, ewing to
the many vessels having guards aboard that have recently gone out of commis-
sion, this temporary accession to the shore force is well employed in being con-
stantly instrueted in the duties of soldiers, and in giving additional security to
the vast amount of government property at the several navy yards. Most of
the year, however, the greater part of the corps have been actively employed in
the operations of the seweral squadrons, and have thus borne an humble part
the gallant deeds of the navy.

In closing this brief report I desire to allude for a moment to the great strug-
gle for the Union through which we have just passed, and in behalf of my
corps tender my congratulations that during that struggle, and in the final
triumph of the government over all its enemies, the navy has borne so honor-
able a part as to give it new claims to the confidence and support of a great
and free people.

Respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,
J. ZEILIN,

Colonel Commandant.
Hon. Gipeon WELLES,

Seeretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

HeapquarTERs MariNe Corps,
Paymaster's Office, September 30, 1865.

‘Sir: T enclose herewith estimates, in triplicate, for pay and subsistence of
officers, and pay of non-commissioned officers, musicians, privates, &c., of the
United States marine corps, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1867.

These estimates exhibit an increase of $66,201 50 over the sum appro-
priated for the present fiscal year; of which amount 851,201%50 will be re-
quired for payment of the inerease in commutation for officers’ rations and
servant allowance, authorized by an act approved March 3, 1865, and $15,000
for undrawn clothing, rendered necessary by the advance in the price of clothing.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, :
J. C. CASH,

Paymaster Marine Corps.
Colonel Jacoe ZEILIN,

Commandant U. S. Marine Corps, Headguarters.
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Detail estimate of pay and subsistence of officers and pay of non-commissioned
officers, musicians, privates, §c., of the United States marine corps, from
July 1, 1866, to June 30, 1867.

SUBSISTENCE.

Pay per m

Number,
Aggregato.

)

& |

Colonel eommandant

& 40 O
=,
Colonels, ono retired but re-

v
an

230 00

»

4, 080

=

270 00

317 30
380 00
B0 00
140 00

Lientenant col

2
20 L3 0O

M

Mujors retired

, 462 00

L3 i

Captaing, " one retired but re-
R
T TS

Captains retired

First lieutanants. ..

First llentenants. ..

20, 640

3. 090 O
24,150 C
6, 846

I - Py !
Asgistant quartermas 9 il ’
1

1

An .
nants retired.
he band

" (AR X L
HEADQUARTERS MARIXE CORPS, J. C. CASH, Paymaster Marine Corps.

Pay r's Uffice, September 30, 1865,

No. 28.

; HeapquarTErs MariNe Corps,
Quartermaster's Ofice, Washington, October 3y 1865.

Sik: T have the honor to transmit triplicate estimates for the support of

the quartermaster’s department, marine corps, from July 1, 1866, to Juse 30
1867. :
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These estimates vary from the appropriations for the fiseal year ending June
30, 1866, as follows : .
Contingencies has been increased $20,000 00
Clothing has been reduced 13,848 95
And fuel has been reduced. . . 2,509 75

The increase in contingenecies is made necessary by the high prices of every-
thing chargeablé to that appropriation, and the heavy expenditures under that
head during the present and past fiscal years. The reduction in clothing is
believed to be justified by a decrease in the cost of material, and on fuel by the
present condition of that appropriation.

The aggregate amount asked for exceeds the appropriation of last year
83,5678 30. .

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. B. SLACK,
Quartermaster Marine Corps.
Colonel Jacos ZEILIN,

Commandant Marine Corps, Headquarters.

Estimate of the expenses of the quartermaster’s department of the marine cops for
one year, from July 1, 1866, to June 30, 1867.

There will be required for the support of the quartermaster’s department of the marine corps
for one year, commencing on the 1st of July, 1866, in addition to the balances then remain-
ing on hand, the sum of six hundred and fifty thousand six hundred and eighty-seven
dollars and fifty-five cents. ;

L i o SRS RGeS GO, < N B SRR LS ] £169, 907 50
For |'!nti|illg g A S 314, 663 .05
For fuel ..... i 30, 117 00
For military stores, v y Y 8, repair of arms, purchase of accou-
trements, ordnance 8, fla drums, fifes, and other instruments 16, 000 00
For transportation of officers, ryants, troops, and for expense of recruiting 25, 000 00
For repair of barracks and rent of offices where there are no public buildings.. 15, 000 00
For (‘!'Ilﬂll;:’l.'llt.'il:«. viz: Freight, ferriage, toll, cartage, whariage, purchase and
repair of coats, eompensation to judge advocates, per diem for attending
courts-martial, courts of ;hrllli‘.‘}'. and for comstant labor, house rent in lien
of quarters, burial of deceased marines, printing, stationery, ‘postage, “tele-
graphing, apprehension of deserters, oil, candles, gas, repair of gas and water
fixtures, water rent, forage, straw, barrack furniture, furniture for officers’
quarters, bed-sacks, wrapping-paper, oil-cloth, crash, rope, twine, spades,
shovels, axes, picks, carpenters’ tools, keep of a horse for messenger, pay of
matro isherwomen and porter at pital headquarters, repairs to fire-en-
ine, purchase and repair of engine-hose, purchase of lumber for benches, mess
tables, bunks, &ec., repairs to public carryall, purchase and repair of harness,
purchase and repair of hand-carts and wheel-barrows, scavengering, purchase
and repair of galleys, cooking stoves, ranges. &ec., stoves where re are no
grates, gravel, &c., for parade grounds, repair of pumps, furniture for staff
and commanding officers’ offices, brushes, brooms, lmc{;tis. paving, and for
L ST S el eyl g g o b e st e (1

Amount required ... 650,687 55
Respectfully submitted :

W. B. S8LACK,
Quartermaster Marine Corps.

il b ————————-
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF VISITORS TO THE UNITED STATES NAVAL
ACADEMY.

Sir : The visitors appointed for 1865 to attend the examinations at the Naval
Academy at Newport, and to inspect the discipline and general management
of the institution, having attended to the prescribed duties, have the honor to
gubmit the following report:

Although all the members of the board were not present at the time desig-
nated in your letters of appointment, the organization was effected on that day,
(May 20,) and under the direction of the president, Vice-Admiral D. G. Farragut,
the work was begin. ’

The board was divided into committees, each of which took in charge some
special subject for investigation, while each member was also expected to make
such general examinations into any department as time and opportunity might
permit. Upon the reports of these committees the opinions of the whale board
were expressed, and in this manner the material was |1rrm.'ith,-d from which a
final report could bé drawn, that would express without danger of material error
the general seutiment of the visitors.

In the natural order of investigation, the condition of the buildings and ships,
and in general the whole material equipment of the academy, presented itself as
the first subject to be considered. Although this was assigned to the naval
officers who were members of the board, the importance of thizs branch of the
examination was such that the committee was often joined in its inspections by
all the other visitors, so that a full and free interchange of sentiments was had
from the first in regard to every important feature of this branch of our work.
Inasmuch as the academy is soon to be removed to Annapolis, any statement
of the unfitness of the buildings at Newport for a national naval school would
be entirely out of place, were it not that it may be made the occasion of ex-
pressing the opinions of the board in regard to the great importance of the
academy, and the necessity of providing for it such edifices, and in general
guch a material equipment, as will be suitable for a truly national institution, one
befitting a naval power of the first rank, and which will suitably represeut to
fltlll'l‘ Il:ltinli:& our resources :lllll our I]"l\‘l‘l'I'.

The condition of the buildings now used for the academy is, upon the whale,
creditable to those who have them in charge. Erected as they were for an entirely
different purpose, they are wholly unsuitable for an educational institution of
any kind, and only some such emergency as that which caused them to be
occupied could justify even their temporary use. So inadequate are the accom-
modations even in regard to room, that about one-half of the midshipmen are
necessarily quartered on board the frigates Santee and Constitation, and this
geparation of the school not only causes serious inconvenience in its manage-
ment, but tends to arrange the pupils into two bodies, divided in interests and
fecling, as well as by position.

The esprit du'corps so necessary to the highest condition of such an institu-
tion cannot thus be maintained, and some of the noblest influences which are ever
brought to bear upon young minds are in a great measure lost. The boad is
unable to perceive any advantages from this location on the ghips which com-
pensate for the evils, as even in the matter of health, though the cases of sick-
ness are less inmnumber than on shore, those which do occur are more severe.

The quarters of the midshipmen on shore, the recitation rooms, the dining
hall, and the various other apartments of the buildings were cleanlyy though
something of the usual lack of order at the close of a term was here and there
visible, and the walls from the somewhat ancient date of the paint and paper
had a dingy and faded aspect that was far from agreeable, and this, with the
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ordinary character of the furniture of the recitation rooms, would give a stranger
an unfavorable impression of the estimation in which the government holds the
academy. A :

In regard to the character of the buildings which will be needed hereafter.
the board offers some suggestions more willingly because of the abundant
evidence that has been given by the Navy Department of its settled purpose to
create a truly American navy, and make it worthy of the nation which it repre-
sents and defends, and because of the readiness which it has shown to meet
with new methods and instruments, the demands of a war in whose progress
the whole art of naval attack and defence was so suddenly and completely
changed.

The visitors do not doubt, therefore, that the same wise foresight, the promp-
titude and liberality of action will be used to the extent of the power of the
department to adapt this national nursery of our naval officers to the altered
condition of the nation and of the science of war.

In forming an opinion of what our Naval Academy should be hereafter, it is
wise to consider the new relations into which the war has‘brought us with foreign
powers, and to study our probable future. We have been enabled, by the help
of God, to subdue completely a rebellion more formidable than was ever put
down by any government before, and restore the supremacy of the nation over
overy foot of our territory.

Not by our own choice, but by a necessity which foreign powers have imposed
upon us, by aiding the rebellion, we have become a great military power, and
the attitude of western Europe will compel us to remain so, if we would main-
tain our mnational rights and honor, and these must be intrusted hereafter in
a great degree to the navy.

Hence the importance of a naval school on a scale commensurate with the
rank and power of the c juntry, and adequate to meet not only the present, but
prospective wants of the nation.

The visitors see no reason to suppose that the number of midshipmen will be
less hereafter in proportion to population than it now is; and the buildings to be
erected should, therefore, be of sufficient extent to meet the natural inerease of
the school for some years to eome, or at least the plan should be such that
additions can be made without breaking the harmony of the design.

The plan of the structures and the architecture should combine whatever is
most excellent in the educational establishments both of our own country and
uf_luurnpr. not from any spirit of idle display, or for the gratification of national
pride, but because such an establishment will be one important representative
to other nations of the character of American institutions, and because young
men catch the tone and s from a
lmhli-‘ academy with a character clevated to the rank of the institution itself

Without proposing to assume the officé of the architect, it seems to be within
the proper province of the visitors to present some general views in regard to
the arrangement of the rooms. The rooms of the cadets should be large enough
to give ample accommodations to three individuals, so that beds and t'un:in:c:"n‘
should not be too closely packed and without regard to order. Habits almost
necessarily formed in small, inconvenient rooms often affect the character for life.
The latest improvements which science has devised should be used to secure
the best possible ventilation. «Very few of all the publie buildings of our country
are 8o supplied with pure air as not to be injurious to health, and the utmost
possible care should be taken in regard to apartments where so*many hours of
every day are spent, either in gleeping or in severe mental labor. For this
reason, among others, the board would suggest the propriety of large and well-

furnished halls for study, -instead of using for this purpose the
apartments of the scholars.

private sleeping
It iz thought that m h Toon odtd™ o
]li‘[ d : B : s t 18 L n._IEn. 14t INuUcn more wou I_I e accom-
plished in a given time if the cadets, while engaged in study, were under the

pirit of their surroundings, and would go forth from a
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eyes of the proper teachers, and that the hours of daily study might thus be
somewhat' shortened, and an opportunity be given for outdoor. recreation, or
gome form of gymnastic exercises.

For this latter purpose a gymnasium of the very best description, and other
means of athletic sports, should form an important department of the institution,
because the object is not merely to produce scholars, but educated men, whose
physical edueation should be as complete as their mental training.

The condition of the library and philosophical apparatus at Newport shows
the necessity of providing, in any buildings to be erected hereafter, a library
and lecture Toom adjacent to each other, supplied with all the apparatus needed
to illustrate the lectures upon natural science, and a small observatory, with the
gnitable instruments, such as several of our colleges have, would be a very
valuable addition to the academy. Some certain provision should be made for
the regular increase of the library, so that the cadets should have access not
only to such works as are directly connected with their several studies, but also
to the best of the current literature of the day, especially that of our own lan-
guage. It is scarcely necessary, perhaps, to add that in what may be called
the domestic and household arrangements of the academy, upon which the
health and comfort of the scholars largely depend, special attention should be
given to the many important improvements which scicnce and art have intro-
duced, the use of which is recommended both by a true economy and a due
regard for the physical and moral welfare of the cadets. In short, the board is
unanimous in the opinion that the United States should have a national naval
school superior to any in existence now, and which ghall rank with the firse
educational institutions of the world; one in which our officers should not only
be made thorough seamen, but American gentlemen, the breadth and finish of
whose education should fit them to move with credit in the most polished society
of the world. '

THE DISCIPLINE OF THE SCHOOL.

Upon this point the opinion of the board is expressed by the following
extract from the report of Vice-Admiral Farragut, to whom this subject was
specially commilted : :

«With respect to the discipline of the school I will state that, so far as I can
ascertain, it appears to be good. The young gentlemen are orderly and obedient,
and I hear no complaints from any quarter, of irregularities or a want of proper
observance of decorum on their part, or of necessary precaution and regulations
to keep them in a proper state of subordination.”

The board would only add to this testimony the gratifying fact that the
institution seemed to be pervaded by a moral influence, and under whatever
circumstances the cadets were seen, there was clear evidence that the external
propriety of conduct sprung from self-respect, a due regard for what is right,
and from true manliness, rather than the mere force of authority ; and the officers
of the academy deserve great credit for the successful exercise of this highest
form of government. In this connexiongthe visitors desire to bear their decided
testimony to the faithfulness, efficiency, and success with which the superin-
tendent has administered the affairs of the academy for so many years. Feeling
that in an important sense the presiding officer of such an institution stands in
the place of a parent to each cadet, he has not been satisfied with mamtaining
purely official relations with those under his charge, but has also held with
them that familiar private intercourse by which an influence almost paternal
conld be exerted over each individual, by the kindly use of unofficial reproof
or eéncouragement; and it cannot be doubted that much of \\'h."lt'i:- nJ.mirulw!u in
the deportment of the cadets is dueto the unseen power, which 1[1115 s[:mjily
moulded them more by the gentleness of love than the sternness of authority,
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The fact that this officer has written with his own hand more than one thou-
sand letters a year to the parents of these young men, shows that he has spared
no pains in the performance of the duties of his office, and probably much of his
suceess may be due to the use he has thus made of the sweet, strong influences
of home. It was apparently owing to such caunses that the cadets seemed to be
guided more by an inner sense of propriety than by the external restraints of law.
Such an office has doubtless less attractions for most naval officers than active
service, and brings as its reward far less of popular applause, but he who yearly
aids in training those who are to command our ships and fight our battles may
justly feel that he has a right to share in the victory and the honor. Nor could the
board do justice in this case without expressing a cordial approval of the manner
in which the commandant of midshipmen performs his ‘duties, mingling kind-
ness with firmness with a judgment eo accurate that it is seldom at fault, and
causing the whole machinery of discipline to move with exactness and regularity.

The work of the subordinate officers and teachers is 1éss open to observation,
but so far as results can furnish a guide to opinion, the various performances of
the cadets induced the belief that those officers and teachers are worthy of the
confidence reposed in them by the government.

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION.

Application was made through a committee of the board to the chaplain of
the academy for such a statement of facts as would enable the visitors to judge
of the religious condition of the school, and the means used for the instruction
of the midshipmen in this branch of their education; but no reply having been
received, the board is able to ecommunicate only such facts asare known to all.

A short service for reading the Seriptures .and for prayer is held each morn-
ing in the hall on shore, and also on board the sehool-ships, and the cadets and
officers meet also for divine service every Sabbath morning at eleven o’clock.
Attendance upon these services is obligatory, except in cases where a reasonable
excuse is rendered in writing. These daily Sabbath services are conducted by
the regular chaplain of the academy, assisted from time to time by other chap-
lains, who are attached to the school as assistant professors. It would be in-
teresting to know what influence the course of education appears to exert upon
the religious life of those who profess to be Christians. It is certainly a matter
of the highest moment to inquive whether the religious element is neglected, or
bears its due proportion in the education of our young officers, and nothing
would so inerease the interest and confidence of millions in the academy, or mﬁ
dear it so much to their hearts, as to know that those who are to be the future
f_'lmrdi':m:j of our country, and interests, and honor, are being duly instructed in
the principles of the gospel, and that in any contest hereafter they will appeal
not alone to arms, but also to the God of battles,

SANITARY ARRANGEMENTS AND HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATIONS.

In reporting ulmn_thi:‘ lir]liil‘tml‘ll?: if is but justice to the surgeon in charge
to state that no hospital accommodations have been provided for his use except
4 guit of rooms intended for quite another purpose, and that these, by eare and
lE}ll" attention tb cleanliness, have been made as comfortable as could be expected
Everything considered, the appearance of the apartments was highly satisfac-
tory. It was ﬂl:‘l)' very gratifying to the board to learn from .the hospital re-
ports that none of the diseases mentioned are of a character which would indi-
c{n‘. any vicious habiis or moral obliquities on the part of the midshipmen, and
té;'u- the report of the surgeon in charge, like all the reports from the différent
officers of the academy, speaks well for the purity and morality of the young
gentlemen connected with the school. E R
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The number of midshipmen connected with the academy from 1857 to 1864,
inclusive, is as follows:

Academic year ending June, 1857 7

.do....-18358 1 2e 298

do..---.1859...- 174

288

267

1863400 U0

The nufber of deaths and sickness among these from 1858 to 1364, inclu-
give, is as follows:
Deaths in the academy from June, 15858, to June, IRGE :
Deaths in the academy from June, 1861, to June, 1865.-
Sick-leaves from academy from June, 1858, to June, l‘*f:l_
Sick-leaves from academy from June, 1861, to June, 1865..

The increase in the number of sick-leaves is attributed by the surgeon to t‘lle
want of suitable ho.-'piml accommodations, in consequence of \T'hlch the m\':\l.ul:a_
have been senthome. The increase in the number of deaths during the last period
named above is due to an epidemic fever in 1863. The percentage of sickness
in the year last past was but 12, of which the greater portion occurred in \l?u'
carlier months of the year. The first quarter of each year shows a report of
sickness, which, compared with other quarters, is notably large, and it is tuuml‘
that each first quarter records the same dl:fc'ndt-r.—'. and shows a percentage (.>t
gickness which almost exactly corresponds with tl{n- game quarter t_ytAulhcr years.
For example, the average of patients during the in:st. Ilrll:‘\l'il't' of‘l 864 _\?asl).?”:u.
and for the first quarter of the current year, 28§5. ['he lf-:ulm;; 111:131'1 ers in
each case were catarrh, headache, tonsilitis, and kindred diseases. lln.: total
number of sick-days during the first quarter of 1864 was 2,678, that for tl:.n!
first quarter of the current year was 2,588, the number of scholars in efith case
being nearly the same, while the total of sick-days for the last trlll-l»l- mt.amhs (‘lt
1864, with about the same average attendance, was only 984. lllm\'t: facts are
of course due chiefly to climatic influences which prevail with slight modifica-
tions along the whole of the northeastern part of the Atlantic coast.

GENERAL COURSE OF STUDY.

That portion of this subject which refers to the proper s;unliﬁmlﬁons for ad-
mission to the academy will be considered under another }u-:ul of the report.
The visitors found that an impression has been somewhat widely spread abroad
that the terms of admission are such as to exclude from the school a large class
of boys who are justly entitled to its privileges, and also that !]h" course of study
is 0 severe, and the examinations so rigid, that large numbers fail, who, under a
different system, might. finish their studies with credit to themselves and profit
to the government. Upon investigation the board ascertained the following facts
from tables covering twelve years. During this time 1, ’_.‘3 candidates were nnn;h_
nated and conditionally appointed. Of these, 313 were !_'l'_]l't‘[t'd‘.‘\s llllqll:.l‘liﬁud. _,)t
the remaining 1,209, who were admitted, 466 i;nln,:nl in the first years (‘nm,«.l‘i
Three hundred and thirty-one of those who failed in the first year were turnec
back for a second trial, and of these but few succeeded in graduating. Of the whu] :
number admitted, (1,209,) only 269 graduated, inclv.l(h:l:gr 93 who were .rvc:-‘:n-ii
into the service from 18610 1364, before completing their studies. Judging from
these facts alone, the inference would be a very natural one that the .“_.mcl‘nrd
of admission is too high, the studies in the course too .-'m'-’rv._m::l the :‘}.:m;m:l-
tions too rigid. But the other facts in the case ghow conclusively that such an




