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sioner of Custonis. The perfect system of arranging papers, with exact refer-
cuces of record to cach one, has proved adequate to the great inerease of
vouchers concentrated here by the wars  In an office where confusion would
be 0 easy to oceur, and yet so intolerable, it is gratifying to feel always sure

gof order, accuracy, and promptuless. 1t is euperfluous to add, w}_aat has been
for years the impression in your department, that very great credit belongs to
Messrs. Smith and Wannall, elerks in charge of the office.

Having reference to your circular of the 1st instant, advising replies to all
Jetters addressed or referred to heads of bureaugto be made on the same day,
I am able to say that it has been the iu\‘:tri:tbhziﬂlsu:m of this office to reply
by next mail to all communications sent to this office requiring answer; and I
have no doubt that the general satisfaction of the public with the prompt at-
tention received here iz due Jargely to the observance of this just and salutary
rule.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. B. COLBY, Register.

Hon. Huen McCurrocH,

Secretary of the Treasury.

REPORT OF THE SOLICITOR OF THE TREASURY.

Treasury DeparTMENT, Sonicrror’s OFFICE,
5 November 8, 1865.

Sips T have the honor herewith to transinit eight tabular statements, show-
ing, in part, the operations in charge of this office for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1565, They are as follows:

1. A statement of suits on transeripts of accounts of defaulting public officers,
contractirs, &c., adjusted by the acconnting officers of the Treasury Department,

2, Statement of suits for the recovery of fines, penalties, and forfeitures, un-
der the enstoms revenue laws.

3. Statement of prize scases.

4. Statement of libels filed under the confiscation act of July 17, 1862, and
the non-intercourse act of July 13, 1861.

5, Statement. of ‘fines, penaltics, and forfeifures, under the internal révenue
laws.

6. Statement of suits in which the United States were interested, not em-
braced in any of the other tables. o

7. Statement of warchouses and transportation bonds 1‘(*11%1‘%011 for suit by
collectors of customs.

8. A general summary or abstract of the foregoing tables.

This summary shows that, the whole number of suits, of all-deseriptions,

! 2,348, of which 12 were of clazs 1, for the re-

covery ot §45,392 57; g 2, for the recovery of $1,232,725 89, 201
of class 3 ; 988 of class 4; 476 of clas for the recovery of 8586,379 20;
954 of clags 6, for the recovery of $205,628 99; and 72 of class 7, for the
recovery of $129,400 70. » suits 755 were disposed of during the
year, in the following manner, viz: 5 were decided against the United States,
658 for the United States, 57 were gettled and dismissed, and 35 were re-
mitted by the Secrctary of the Treasury, leaving 1,593 still pending.

Of the suits pending at the beginning of the year, 302 were disposed of in
the following: manner, viz: 254 were decided for the United States, 13 were

ae

decided against the United States, and 35 were settled and dismissed.
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revenue. 1 do not deem it necessary to enter into a detailed statement of what
has since been done in the same direction, but will say, generally, that a}ll the
developments which have been since made _h:n'nf served to .conhnn the TIUWS.I
then expressed, and to demonstrate the wisdom and efficiency of the act in
sestion. A large number of cases of fraud have been discovered by means of
the instrumentalities provided by that act, and, as a consequence, penalties and
forfeitures to the amnount o several hundred thousand dollars have been L‘nlm‘gud.
The efiect cannot but be of the most salutary nature in delerring unconscientious
importers from futare violations of the law. g ;

Among the measures alluded to was the sm’(} of a lm-:gc quantity of Cham-
pague wines, both in the ity of New }nﬂ_{ and in San Francisco, _procwdmgs
for the condemnation of which were pending at the time of making my lasé

as those instituted in New York still are. In San Franciseo sixteen or
wve been tried, and have resulted uniformly in favor of the
am informed that most of the suits instituted there were
made, by agreement, to depend upon the result of those tried.  The suits p‘aéml-
ing in New York involve substantially the same questions as those thus decided.
Phey will be brought to trial at ihe earliest practicable moment.

1t is not improbable that some of the questions involved in these cases may
be taken by those interested to the Dupreme Court of the United States, but I
entertain no doubt of the correctness of the general grounds assumed by the
government in regard to them, and 1 therefore cannot but anticipate a favorable
result in their final determination.

The regulations contemplated by the %ct of 3d March, 1865, in relation to the
verification of invoices have not yet been issued by the Secretary of State,
owing to causes which it is not necessary here to explain, and our consuls have
not generally thought it proper for them, in the absence thereof, to require the
evidence (-nnnm]nl:uml by said act, of the correctness of invoices 111’(':‘-I’UIL’d to
them for verifiegtion; but these regulations will. doubtless, be issned at an early
dav, and I anticipate from them the most salutary results. This anticipation
is fortified by the experience of our consul at Lyons, where for a considerable
period it has been uspal to demand samples of merchandise, the invoices of
which are presented for verification, and, as the consul asserts, with the most
signal advantage. 5 _ : :

In the administration of the fund :.mn'up!‘l:n-‘:i for the :‘-ll!‘])l‘(‘:‘-ﬁiﬂu of counter-
feiting, I have endeavored to accomplish, as far as ]lT:lL‘Ii[‘«'il']t‘, the end contem-
plated in its creation: and the measures W hich have been adopted have resulted
in the arrest and copviction of a large number of offenders, and the seizure of
geveral presses, dies, plates, &c., together with considerable counterfeit money,
and a large quantity of paper, ink, and other material for cﬁntr:tl-iling. There
was expended, during the year, in the prosecution of theséSheasures the sum of
thirty thousand eight hundred and sixty-six dollars 1d ninety cents.

The special attention which the supervision of these measures bas compelled
me to bestow upon the statutes relatin

United States, has revealed to me the fact that the existing laws upon the sub-
» geveral particulars, and that for some acts highly prejudicial
to the government and the publie, no punishment is provided. 1 therefore
respectfully recommend that the department cause a careful revision of these
laws to be made by some competent person, and that Congress be asked to remedy

ri-lnurl,
seventeen cases h
government, and 1

1z to counterfeiting the securitics of the

ject are defective i

such defects as may Le foand to exist.
1 have the honor to be, very r .\in:ulfuli'\'.
EDWARD JORDAN,
Solicitor of the Treasury,
Hon. H McCuLLOCH,
Secretary of the Treasury,
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REPORT OF THE COMPTROLLER.
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of salaries of United States and ter-

;es — Embracing accounts :
oo AR cutive departments; attor-

ritorial judges ; of officers of the exe
neys, marshals, &¢.......co0eecen- .f.
Public printing—Embracing accounts
ing, and paper 1 ; St
Blzs.;'t:ﬂd.ron::sI.)-—Embracing accounts of th}e3 Uluil'md Sh;éia h(;c:":z i 4
f b Ppblic Buildiags; 563
vey: of the Commissioner of Public dinges ine Soyess, 204
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contingent expenses of the executive depa ;L(::bé.,cremry e
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Congressional —Embracing the account g
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D 1 o - 5
Diplomatic and consular —FEmbracing the accounts of foreign 'J:m'i.u1 ;
ters: of secretaries and attachés to legatiohs; of annl.\lls genmaté
of c:mEuIs and commercial agents for salary ;131(1711;; dlx.-__‘xult.nla‘m;::n
for the relief of destitute American seamen ; of United Sta (_.i: Li‘ !
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III. From the General Land Office:
Embracing accounts of receivers of public money, :nlld :wtlmg as t[. nited
Stat i ] aronts: of surveyors general and deputy sur-
States disbursing agents; of survey g 1 :  su
:r(‘ynr-l- accounts of the States for percentage of lands sold within
% o 1 ' 4 1 \ "
their respective limits, of lands erroneously sold, &e
Aggn-gate of accnuntf! revised :
From First Aunditor
From Fifth Auditor.......... i7
From General Land Office

Bonds entered, filed, and imlnxr_"{l -

Letters written upon business of the office

Letters recorded

Letters received, filed, and indvxf‘d ‘
Internal revenue tax 1-ucripts.l'(-g:au:r(nl, posted, and filed

10, 819
3,516

All requisitions made for advances of money to United States disbursing offi-
cers of every deseription have been examined, entered and duly reported upon;
and the emolument returns rz-quirvd by law to be s(-nn-anmw:ll}-' 111?1'(1(?- by a:]l the
United States marshals, district attorneys, and the clerks of the United States
courts, have been examined, entered, and l'urnpurh' hlg-d. : i

The gentlemen connected with the office have, during the year, continued to

o i ‘ iv les wit ality and fidelity.

ischarge their respective duties with punectuality a1 fidelity
disehere : R. W. TAYLER, Comptroller.

Hon. Huen McCuLLOCH,

Secretary of the Treasury.
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REPORT OF THE SECOND COMPTROLLER,

TreAsurY DEPARTMENT,
Second Comptroller’s Office, October 19, 1865.

- . .

St : T'have the honor to submit the following Teport of the operations of
this office for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865.

For the purpose of making a comparative exhibit of the amount of labor done
during this and the preceding year, the work done during the latter period is
reproduced from my last annual report.

m . . - .

The aggregate number of accounts of disbursing officers and agents received
from t‘hf- Second, Third, and Fourth Auditors, and finally adjusted in this office,
is as follows:

For the year ending June 30,1864..
For the year ending June 30, 1865. . ....

Thus:

From the Second Auditor
From the Third Auditor
From the Fourth Auditor

Thf‘ aggregate number of certificate accounts received from the Second, Third,
and Fourth Auditors, and examined and acted upon in this office, is as follows:
For the year ending June 30, 1564 91, 436
For the year ending June 30, 1865

Thus:

TV S TR 99, 568

1864, 1865,

From Second Auditor for arrears of pay and bounty due

deceased and discharged soldiers f 79, 496 80, 830
From Second Auditor for salaries of contract :-'ur«wt‘ e 10,390 l-li 747
From Fourth Auditor 5 1,620 3, 991

91, 436 99, 568

The entire number of prizes adjudicated and prepared for distribution, on re-
ports from the Fourth Auditor, is—
For the year ending June 30, 1864
For the year ending June 30, 1865......... :

Alld the number of accounts of discharged and deceased sailors, from
the Fourth Auditor, is—
For 1864
For 1865
The aggregate amount involved in the foregoing accounts is—
1864.... not reported
£653, 826, 510
The number of requisitions upon the Secretary of the Treasury examined,
countersigned, and recorded in this office, is—
For the year ending June 30, 1864..... 13, 154
For thegyear ending June 30, 1865.......... 13, 750
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As follows:

Interior Department—

Pay or advance requisitions. ..... s
Refunding requisitions

‘War Department—
Pay or,advance requisitions............
Refunding requisitions. . ..

Navy Department—
Pay or‘advance requisitions........ e
Refunding requisitions. ....ccvuveeanaan 3

1, 860
2,651
The number of pages in letter-book occupied in recording official letters is—
For 1864 ...... 827
For 1865 951
In addition to this large amount of official correspondence, the number of
cases referred to this office, and upon which decisions were made in each indi-
vidual case, is—
For 1864
For 1865 . . 3, 729
Number of contracts lilgaml recorded—

In 1864 not reported.
ROREREE 1t 4, 835

not reported.

Number of charter-parties received and filed—

In 1864 not reported.

832
Number of bonds of disbursing officers received and filed—
In 1864

not reported.
In 1865.....

1,011

Number of officers reported to Secretary of War as delinquent in the rendition
of their accounts, under the act of July 17, 1862—
In 1864 :

5 not reported.
n 1865

8,290

Number of pensioners whose names have been recorded here upon reports
from the Commissioner of Pensions—
In 1864

not reported.
In 1865

36,513
The number of referred cases, presented personally, and upon which decisions

were made and indorsed, but of which only a brief record is made, is estimated
at four thousand. .
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Ther examination employs several clerks necessarily of much experience,
and most of them having to be despatched at once, a large share of the time of
the Comptroller is occupied in their immediate decision.

A further edition of 2,000 of the Digest of Decisions of Second Comptroller’s
Office has been issued during the year, and has been much in demand with dis-
bursing and accounting officers of the several departments of the government.

The employment of female clerks in this office has been approved, after
proper trial, and is continued not only as a matter of economy, but as opening
a field of respectable employment from which women have heretofore been
excluded, and as establishing a precedent of great public benefit. A number
of the ladies employed, of mature age and considerable experience, have heen
found fully competent to examine accounts and settle claims .of thé heirs of
deceased officers and soldiers. They report as large a number of accounts ad-
justed as their male co-laborers engaged on the same class of work, and they
have been found, almost without exception, assiduous in the discharge of their
several duties, and uniformly observant of the rules and regulations of the de-
partment. The imcrease in the number of those employed will sufficiently
measure the increase in the business of the office.

The number of persons employed in 1860 was 18; now the number of per-
gons engaged is 100, and the business of the office requires a still additional force.
This will not appear remarkable, however, when -it is ¢ongidered that there
are in the Second Auditor's office 131 clerks; in Thr*‘]th'(l Auditor's office 275
clerks ; in the Fourth Auditor’s office 105 clerks; it the Pension Office 136
elerks; in the Indian Office 32 clerks; making a total of 679 clerks, whose
work is revised in this office; and this condition must necessarily continue, as
the accounts which have accrued during the war, and the claims growing out
of it will require some years for their final and complete settlement. Many
important questions arise in the business of the office, to decide which properly
requires time and investigation. To enable the Comptroller to discharge his
duties eatisfactorily, he should be relieved of some portion of the routine labor
of the office, in which so much of his time is now necessarily occupied. The
remedy ig not easily suggested.

The practice of allowing extended leaves of absence does not prevail as for-
menly. By this is not meant the ordinary leave gi to every employé at least
once a year on application, but the reprehensible™@nstom of allowing a substi-
tute to discharge the duties of a desk for long periods of time, while the regular
occupant is absent—perhaps engaged in other pursuits. The public business
always suffers under such a system, which has no compensating advantages, for
the duties of the absentee are rarely capably discharged by his irresponsible
substitute. If the ordinary period of absence be exceeded, it would seem to be
but justice to require the absentee to submit to a reduction of his pay, or, what
perhaps would be better, to the entire loss of it, for the period of his absence be-
yond the time fixed as the maximum of leave. :

- L - = L3 * * *
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J.M. BRODHEAD,
Second Comptroller.
Hon. Huga McCoLrocH,
Secretary of the Treesury.
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REPORT OF SUPERVISING ARCHITECT.

TREASURY I EPARTMENT,
Office of Supervising Architect, November 11, 1865.

Sik: The operations during the year ending September 30, 1865, on the
various public buildings under the direction of the Treasury Department, and
committed to the charge of this office, have been limited, and, with some few
exceptions, mostly confined to repairs and alterations. No new buildings were
commenced, and, in consequence of the failure of appropriations asked for from
the last ©ongress, works had to be stopped ; as, for instance, the work of altera-
tions of the Cincinnati, Ohio, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, custom-houses, and
the completior®of the Dubuque custom-house.

The following works were completed during the year: the United States court-
house at Baltimore, Maryland, the work on the government warehouses and
wharves on Staten island, New York, and the’ new roof: of the Windsor, Ver-
mont, court-house. '

Proposals were invited for the construction of a new custom-house at Port-
land, Maine, for which an appropriation of $50,000 had been made, and for the
alterations of the Louisville custom-house; but the offers received in both cases
exceeded the available means so much that no action was taken.

As stated in the last rdort of the supervising architect, the marine hospital
at Chicago, Illinois, was sold for the sum of $132,000. Many efforts were made
to procure another suitable site, and a variety of plans for a new hospital were
{:rvp:n‘ul in this office; but as the negotiations for the purchase of another site
1ave hitherto failed, nothing was done towards the erection of a new hospital.

The various galvanized iron roofs, and the heating apparatus of many of these
buildings, have been a source of much serious complaint, perhaps more than ever
before. It is to be hoped that the next Congress will grant such means as to
gradually remedy these evils.

On the 1st of October, 1864, the aggregate balance of appropriations not with-
drawn from the treasury amounted to $1,697,624 04. The appropriations be-

oming available during thegear amounted to §31,911 93; and from proceeds
of sale of old Chicago mar hospital, $132,000, making an available amount
under the control of this office of $1,861,535 57 for the year ending September
30, 1865. The expenditures during the year amounted to $742,316 16, leaving
a balance on the 30th of .‘3'1»pt|-mbv|;, 1565, of 81,119,219 41.

Treasury extension.—In consequence of the failure to provide suitable accom-
modations for the State Department, no progress was made in the continuation
of the north wing of the Treasury extension. A large amount of materials,
however, was received in anticipation of the work, and will be on hand, ready,
whenever the old State Department may be removed, and Congress provides

further means for the prosecution of the same. On account of the pressure for
room, an additional attic over the old building was constructed ; the old base-
ment rooms remodelled and made available for office purposes ; an additional story
built on Ilu: bt}ihlit:;; on the corner of Seventeenth sireet and New York avenue ;
and the building on the corner of Fifteenth and G streets remodelled for the
accommodation of the Internal Revenue office. The expenditures for the above
work, together with those for furniture, repairs and alterations of the Treasury
building generally, were large, and have not as yet been refunded. The tempo-
rary diversion of fands from the purposes for which they were appropriated may
be justified by the exigencies of the times, but it is to be desired that the same
may not occur again. The clerical force of the department is still increasing,
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and the Treasury building, large as it is at present, does not afford proper accom-
modations for the whole force; and the early completion of the north wing is
not only a desideratum, but a matter of necessity. The construction of that
gection, with a vast amount of materials, and all the necessary tools and ap-
pliances for the work on hand, could be completed in a comparatively short
period; and T think that an additional appropriation of $500,000 would be suf-
ficient for the purpose. ' It is also thonght that temporary accommodations for
the State Department may be had more readily now than during last winter.
The urgent requirements of the department for more room, and the aulrautagvs
to the work that will result from its early resumption and completion, commend
the same to special and favorable consideration. o

Buffalo custom-house—A new hot-water heating apparatus, at a cost of
$11,473 75, was put in this building, and completed during last winter, It was
tested during several months of the severest winter weather of last year, and
proved to be fully and generally satisfactory.

Cincinnati cus'om-house—The operations on the work of alterations of this
building had to be suspended (as already stated) on account of the appropriation
being exhausted. Subsequently an arrangement was made with the former
superintendent of the work for completing certain parts of the same, the pay-
ment to be' deferred and to be dependent on the appropriations that Congress
may make for the purpose. This office is not well advised of the present con-
dition of the building, and I am unable to make a detailed statement of the lia-
bilities and requirements of it. 1 am informed by the late surveyor of Cinein-
nati that $20,000 will be required to liquidate debts and complete the alterations.

Dubuque custom-house—~For the same reasons as in the f. regoing case, the
work on this building was suspended. An expeaditure of $2,090 from the fund
for preservation of public buildings was authorized to complete the first and .
second stories of this building and render them habitable; by this means a rent
of about one thousand dollars for the accommodation of the post office.and cus-
tom-house will be saved. This work has been carried on well and economically,
though it is thought that the business of the place did not require such a large
structure as the one erected. No agent of this office having recently visited
and inspected the building, I am unadvised of its precise condition at present,
Thegamount required for completing the building,%grading, and enclosing the
grounds will not exceed $15,000.

Louisville custom-house—Nothing was done during the past year towards the
alteration of this building, for which an appropriation of £15,000 had been made.
Proposals for the work were invited, but those received largely exceeded the
amount of the appropriation. A new set of plans for remodelling the building
was recently submitted by the assistant architeet, A. B. Maullett, esq., and ap-
proved by the Secretary, and it is confidently expected that its cost will come
within the amount of the appropriation, at the same time disposing of the avail-
able space of the structure more judiciously and satisfactorily than was done by
the former plans.

Philadelphia custom-house—The alterations of this building have been vig-
ordusly prosecuted, and were carried so near to completion that the rooms
assigned to the assistant treasurer have been ocenpied by him. Considerable
liabilities were incurred exceeding the appropriation made for the purpose. It
will require $30,000 for the payment of the above debts, and for the completion
of the building. ;

Baltimore court-howse~This building has been finally completed and far-
nished, and proves to be a conspicnous ornament to the city of Baltimore, The
work was, throughout. performed faithfully and well, It was begun in the fall
of 1860 and suspended in May, 1861, and resumed, by order of the department,
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in 1862 since then it has been impossible to prosecute it vigorously, partly on
aceount of invasions of the State of Maryland by rebels, partly on account of
the searcity of laborers, and partly on account of the great difficulty of procuring
materials. The building was thus construeted during a period when the prices
of labor and materials were far higher than at the time when the contract was
made—in many instances more than double; and, as both the suspension and
resumption of the work were made by order of the government, the Secretary
considered that the contractor was entitled to an equitable adjustment of his
losses, but as yet has not taken any definite action in the matter.

Windsor couri-house—The new slate roof of this building has been completed,
and the building otherwise repaired, at a cost within the amount of the appro-
priation®made for the purpose.

Staten Island—The work of repairs of the United States government ware-

houses and wharves has been completed during the current year, and was
accepted by the late chief of this bureau, I. Rogers, esq. In consequence of a
diversity of opinion as to the character and value of the work furnished by the
contractors, different from and adverse to that of the late supervising architect,
the Light-house Board refused to pay the amount which they were to transfer in
favor of the above work for the cession and improvement of a portion of the
revenue depot grounds to the light-house establishment. They contend that
the work of improvement on their ground, as well as on all the rest, was not in
accordance with the requirements of contracts and stipulations. The examination
of the same was submitted to a commission of experts, who reported unfavorably
to the opinions of Mr. Rogers, and payment (amounting to $26,599 12) has
ever gince been withheld from the contractors. I am personally unacquainted
with the work, but am confident that the same has been condemned with more
severity than ‘the case required. The controversy about the work is mainly due
to a negleet in properly recording the changes and deviations from the original
contract and specifications, which were found to be necessary. The work has,
however, had a sevére practical test.during the past summer, and, as far ag I
am aware, has answered the purpose very well.

Appended will be found a table showing the amounts available for each work
on the 30th of September, 1864; the additional appropriations.made and be-
coming available; the disbursements made during the year ending September
30, 1865; and the additional appropriations required.

The assistant supervising architect, A, B. Mullett, esq., is at present on a tour
of inspection of the southern custom-houses, &e. Until his return it will be im-
possible to state with accuracy their condition or the amount of repairs required.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. OERTLY,
Acting Assistant Supervising Architect.
Hon. Huen McCuLrocH,
Secretary of the Treasury.

REPORT OF THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD.

! TreEASURY DEPARTMENT,
Office of Light-house Board, Washington City, Oct. 26, 1865,
Sir: I have the honor regpectfully to submit a report of the operations and
condition of the light-house establishment for the fiscal year ending 30th June,
1865. !
In the first light-house district, embracing all lights, &e., from the north-
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eastern boundary of Maine to Hampton harbor, New Hampshire, repairs more
or less extensive have been made at the following named stations : Wood island,
Goat island, Saddleback Ledge, Deer Tsland Thoroughfare, Edgemoggin, Mount
Desert, Libby island, Little river; and works of needed renovation are in pro-
gress at Seguin, Hendrick's Head, Burnt island, Manheigin, Negro island, and
Dice Head ; and it is the opinion of the board that the present condition is such
as to warrant the belief that but few large works of ‘repair or renovation need
be undertaken in this district during the coming yeay. There yet remains to be
done much that is desirable, but little that is indispensable.

The measures for facilitating the entrance into Portland harbor, viz., inereas-
ing the height of the light at Portland Head and subsiituting a large second-
order lens for the fourth-order there in use, thereby greatly aungmehting the
range of the light, have been completed during the year and have been found
to accomplish the desired object. It is believed now that the entraunce to this
barbor is &0 completely lighted that navigation in and out is-attended with little
or no danger. The keeper’s dwelling at this station has been thoroughly re-

aired. In order still further to identify the two lights at Cape Elizabeth as
an marks, four broad horizonfal red stripes have been painted on the easterly
tower, and on the westerly tower one vertical stripe.

The buoyage of the district has been maintained in an efficient condition, &
service requiring, in this region of rapid currents and high tides, constant vigi-
lance. The attention of the board having been called to the necessity of addi-
tional buoys to mark the dangerous ledges, Grindstone, Sheep Island, and In-
nér Bay Ledges, in Penobscot bay, the required examinations were made, re-
sulting in the determination of their usefulness, and suitable buoysshave accord-
ingly been placed.

The necessity of supplying tome more efficient system of fog-gignals than at
present employed, to aid the navigation of this rock-bound coast, has been seri-
ously impressed upbn the board, and careful investigation of the subject has
been made. The result has been deemed sufficient to warrant the board in es-
timating for a sum to cover the expensg of substituting the apparatus which
may prove to be most effective.

Beacons chnsisting of casks on masts have been placed on Fiddler's Ledge,
Harbor Ledge, and Portersfield Ledge, and spar-beacons have been set at Wins-
low’s Rocks and Ames’s Ledge.

A steam buoy-tender has been provided for this district in place of the two
sailing-veesels heretofore employed, and which were reported to require exten-
give and costly repairs.

The second light-house district embraces the coasts from Hampton harbor,
New Hampehire, to Gooseberry inlet, Massachusetts. The light-house service
in this distriet has received especial attention, and is now in a satisfactory con-
dition. Repairs and reno®ations have been made at Cape Cod, (Highlands,)
Long Point, Billingsgate island, Nansett, Mayo's beach, Monomoy Point, Bass
river, Bishop and Clerks, Great Point, Brant Point, Nobsque, Dumpling Rock,
Clark’s Point, Hyannis, Sandy Neck, Chatham, Cape Ann, Marblehead, Ten
Pound island, Bird island, and other stations.

The structures standing at the discontinued light-house station at Point Gam-
mon, being found to be in a rapid course of demolition from lawless persons,
fishermen and others, it was deemed prudent to have them taken down and re-
moved to a place of greater security. Some of the materials, lumber, &c., have
been used in the erection of buildings needed at other light-stations.

Repairs are mow in_progress at Gay Head, Race Point, Sankaty Head, and
other stations, which, when completed, will leave the district, in respect to the
structures, in a condition requiring but little attention during the next year.

A new spar-beacon, forty-five feet long, bearing & conspicuous day-mark,
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has been erected at Hardy’s Rock, in place of the former structure, carried
away by storms. i

Extensive repairs have been made to the stone beacon at Great Fawn bar,
which the action of ice and storms had rendered insecure. i

The various fog-signals in the district have received careful attention, and
are now in as good condition as their character will permit. ey

The last remaining old-style lantern in the distriet, that at Clark’s Point, has
been removed and an efficient and modern structure put up, and new and. im-
proved Jamps have been introduced throughout the district. ;

The buoyage of the district has been well attended to and kept at all times,
g0 far as circumstances would permit, in an efficient coudition. 5

An inspection has been made of the light-house in the f*xpose& position of
Minot’s Ledge, and its condition found to be perfectly satisfactory.

A steam-tender has been provided for this distriet, which is expected to do
the work heretofore. performed by two sailing-vessels, better, more promptly,
and at less expense. 03 )

The inspector reports that the light-vessel service of the district during the
past year has not been attended with a single casualty requiring the removal
of any one of them from its station. 3

In the third light-house district, embracing the coasts from Gooseberry Point,
Massachusetts, to Squam inlet, New Jersey, and including Lake Champlain and
Hudson river, much has been done during the past year in the way of repairs
and rebuilding, but as many of the structures, which are old, have not been
planned on correct principles, much remains still to be done. 'The extensive
commerce, foreign and domestic, traversing this district, demands that the sys-
tem of lighting and buoyage should be as nearly perfect as possible.

Repairs and renovations, more or less extensive, have been made at the fol-
lowing stations : Newport harbor, New London, New Haven, Esopus Meadows,
Saugerties, Stuyvesant, New Baltimore, Schodack channel, Van Wies Point,
Block island, Princess bay, Elm Tree, Sandy Hook, West beacon, Fire island,
Stratford River beacon, Bridgeport beacon, and Black Rock beacon.

At Rondout and Coxsackie, the light-houses require repairs and the sea-walls
16 be rebuilt. Special estimates of the cost have therefore beeneubmitted to
"ongress.  Other and less expensive works are required at Beavertail, Four-mile
Point, Bergen Point, Passaic river, Black Rock, and Sandy Hook ; and it is
expected that the current appropriation for repairs and incidental expenses will
meet the cost.

Special estimates are submitted to meet the cost of rebuilding the beacons
for Norwalk island, Southport and Elbow beacon, which have been destroyed
by the action of ice.

The failure of Congress at its last session to act upon the estimates submitted
for operations at Warwick, Sands Point, and Nayat®oint, in common with all
other estimates for the light-house establishment, rendered it necessary to sus-
pend the proposed works, and the estimates are again commended to the atten-
tion of Congress.

The beaconage and buoyage of the district have received careful attention, and
all damages and losses incurred during the year have been repaired as far aud
as promptly as practicable.

The fog-signals of the district have received due attention, and the board,
dware of the importance of renderifg them as distinctive as possible, have set
on foot a series of experiments, in order that the most effeciive appliances for
warning the navigator in thick weather may be adopted.

A steam vessel has been provided for the district to take the place of the two
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gailing light-house and buoy-tenders now employed, which it is expected will
perform the service more effectively, with greater despatch, and at less cost.

The arrangement entered into by which a designated part of the lot of land
on Staten island ceded to the United States by the State of New York was to
be transferred to the Light-house Board, has not been yet completed. The act-
ing engineer in the service of this board, in a recent report, gays: * The grounds
are still occupied by the cotton agent, * * * There is a prospect of the
premises soon being in our hands again.” There is much to be done to these
premises to place them in the condition contemplated by the Secretary of the
Preasury, and by this board, at the time the arrangement was made. The fa-
cilities which the use of this depot will afford the board iu its operations, when
it shall be placed in the condition contemplated, are much needed, and it is re-
gpectfully requested that directions to complete the work may not be delayed
longer than is absolutely necessary. (See appendix.)

Congress having made an appropriation of §1,000, approved June 30, 1860,
for “a survey to determine the proper site of a light-house at or near the Sow
and Pigs, Buzzard bay,” the coast survey was requested to do the work. A
gurvey had been made in 1853, and careful measurements show that ne change
has taken place since. The board hag not yet decided that the light-house at
Quttyhunk does not, in conjunction with the system of buoys on the reef itself,
gubserve all the requirements of commerce.

Phe fourth light-house district embraces the coasts from Squam inlet, New
Jersey, to Metomkin inlet, Virginia, including Delaware bay and tributaries.
Fu this district every essential repair and renovation has been made that the
funds at the disposal of the board would allow. The deficiencies and wants of
the district have been bronght to the attention of Congress, and gpecial appro-
priations asked for to meet cases which cannot be put off without incurring
greater ultimate expense. Among these ‘cases, that of Cohansey light-house
is especially urgent. ‘The necessity for providing an effectual protection to
the work against the steady encroachment of the water, which has been several
times urged upon Congress, is now more pressing thanever. A special estimate
is therefore submitted to cover the cost of suitably banking in the site.

'The measurements of the beach at Absecum light-house to determine the re-
ported encroachment of the sea at that place have been continued semi-monthly
during the past year. The changes in the ordinary high-water line o far have
been so elight as not to justify any apprehension of immedidte danger to the
light-house. The observations, however, will be continued, and all necessary
measures which may be required for the protection of the structure will be
promptly taken.

Small but essential repairs have been made at Barnegat, Absecum, Cape May,
Brandywine, Ready Island, Bombay Héok, and Fenwick’s Island light stations.

Under authority of act of Congress a new beacon-light required at Cape Hen-
lopen, in place of the old structure, in consequence of change of shore-line, has
been erected.. The new beacon-light is a screw-pile structure, built near the
yoint of the cape. The old beacon was taken down, and some of the materials
Lave been ‘used to protect the gite of the new structure. The remainder has
been sold at public auction.

The increasing dilapidation of the present tower of Assateague has obliged
the board to take measutes for building a new one, as authorized by act of Con-
gress. The execution of this work has been postponed, however, on account of
more pressing wants in other branches of the service. It is now believed that
there should be no further delay, and measures are in progress to build a.new
first class tower fur this important sea-coast station. It is found, however, that
the sum available for this purpose is insufficient, on account of the rise in the
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price of materials and labor, and an estimate to cover the additional cost is sub-
mitted.

The buoyage and beaconage of the district is in a satisfactory condition.

The fifth light-house district embraces the coasts from Metomkin inlet, Vir-
ginia, to New River inlet, North Carolina, ineluding Chesapeake bay and tribu-
taries, and Albemarle and Pamlico sounds.

It was only late in the year that the greater portion of the southern part of
this district was brought permanently under the control of the government.

In the northern part the service of the district has been well attended to,
and the various aids to navigation maintained in an efficient condition.

In James river the screw-pile light-houses at White shoals, Point of Shoals,
and Deep Water shoals, which had bee
were temporarily put in order, and provided with new fog-bells and illuminating
apparatus. The light-house at Jordon’s Point, near City Point, was thoroughly
repaired and re-established, sundry requisites being provided.

The light has been restored at Stingray Point, after making certain needfnl
repairs to the screw-pile structure, which, though plundered of all movable
articles, was but slightly injured. At New Point Comfort light-station the re-
quired repairs were much more extensive, and involved much time and expeuse.
A new lens has been provided, and the light re-established.

Owing to the failure of the appropriation for light-house purposes during the
last gession of Congress, it becomes necessary again to represent the urgent
necesgity of building a new light-house for Sharp’s island, Chesapeake bay.
The unusual absence of storm-tides and heavy northwest gales during the past
year accounts for the unexpected preservation of the present structure. The
sea, however, is gradually but surely undermining the bluff, and has already
reached one corner of the building, leaving no doubt as to the result. The
estimate of last year for this work is therefore repeated.

The tram-road used in the construction of the new light-house at Cape
Charles, being of no further service at that place, has been taken up and the
material shipped to Baltimore.

Such slight repairs and renovations as were r
made, and the disposition of beacons
commerce.

In the waters of North Carolina the various ai
date of the last report of the board, were
have been put in effective operation.

Immediately upon the close of the rebellion
to those waters to take charge of the work
as the interests of commerce might be

n but slightly injured by the enemy,

equired in the district have been
and buoys there met every requirement of

1s to navigation which, at the
in condition to receive its attention

an experienced engineer was sent
of re-establishing such lights, &e.,
g e int found to demand. A large quantity of
lllumm:u:11;_'.-1[-lr.n'.m|.~. and other light-house material, which had been abstracted
IJ_‘!' the enemy, was recovered, and such portions as could be at onee made use
of were 80 applied, .1r3rI the rest sent north for repairs and refitment,
Lemporary lights for the accommodation of army
were, upon. the fall of Fort Fisher, established af
river and at Beauofort, but when the
ceased to exist the |

transports and navy vessels
ed at the entrance to Cape Fear
) necessity under which they were placed
ights were distontinued.

In view of the fact that commerce has n
existed in 1860, the channels in m
time, undergone material changes, it
navigation on the southern eoast
veloped to those ports.
may geek new channels
and new kinds of aids,

ot as yet been re-established ag it
any parts of the'coast having, since that

is proposed only to restore such aids to
: as shall be deemed “essential to the trade®de-
It is, moreover, not at all improbable that commeree

s involving the necessily of an entirely new a rangement
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The work of re-establishing lights of undoubted utility will ltmbpr_ess‘tﬁd for-
ward as soon as the means are supplied, an estimate of wh.xch is :iu _mmi, : =
The excavation of iron ore at-Lazaretto Point, uear-Baltlrnorc. 1as p-rlﬁnf-hi)

i . year, but not so rapidly as had been desired, the scarcity of labor
el lTiu. delay. Up to this time some 1,291 tons have been excavated
a e , delav. 8 s hav
1;::1]2515?];;?11(-1 prunzzfds. $2,013 96, having bec-.n dlepolsucd_ 111[{10 trttfl:l;lrgilgf
the United States. With the p_reﬂl'n]t il.bil!.l:ll‘dgl(;l;;lf }l}z ;:r, it is expecte
greater results will be attained during the year.
mliii:; Elfrllll't:lr;ri ation was made June 20, _]‘twﬁt], for a 1|;_:ht-‘ho"n:~:et?t- :h(f :1:::1111;::
North river, Albemarle sound, North Carolina, but because ]l]\l:; o
open to raids by the enemy it was not du(:u_m(! pru‘denf g‘;‘ t;l ‘(‘ i'].};'c(: iugo
towards building the structure, and the appropriation was su lt:rl:f. g: 1,(‘.,}]; g
the treasury. ‘Lhe necessity for a light-house at that pom‘t 'I.‘Li“{e i
strongly uf;ud upon the bo:-l-r{i.'nn estimate to cover 1_11(- ;.“Obl la\;:}:.v;ml:“vﬂ. —
The sixth light-house district t*ml_n‘uc(-s the c?uar_sll romll eoih ]imi;;
S R A L
the few, aids to navigation which had been left unha O e
aintained during the year in useful operation. Measures of renovati
h(.:\l; lll:LT:t ::I-I-.L':_Li:ri]}'nv;mﬁ;;l-dl10 rl‘uch tlum]-m';u'y works as would serve the
squirements of a recently developed commerce. * .
n[lluiill: Ialq-p:‘ouclu-.s to (‘hi{i'l('h}ﬂ:ll were thus lighted nn_mr-f]’httt;_-llyl ﬂlf'r:'lrmt:?.:i::l?i:
pation of that place by llu]- l]ulu-d Tmiu-: iirul:lll:it lllt ::-‘;t:m‘1,1;,11.'1“1‘],][.1 o
ati at an almost total change had taken place, leaving 1 &
;:‘:I]:ls]tj ltll li[t "::-as in 1860, and n;wnill;: new ones. [ lldt“l-’] tlm u..lul-ll-mlditt:‘;tf ao:
things it became necessary to establish lights temporarily '.lll ﬁllltl] ll.. ;
would: be useful guides through existing channels, and to omit .ll : o g
The light-vesscl formerly placed off Rattlesnake shoal has been mo :w.

1 ‘harles ar, and it is rec nded that thig position be made
the entrance to Charleston bar, and it i recomme nded t mapd ot
permanent, as the vessel wiil tlnr‘ answer l_lw uinuh]rlpla{plrlll.l;-k{nlr‘:\“.(:::lle:;lr \._I.nin
tom Rattlesnake shoal, and at the same time form a chanuoel range over 1
1;;:!!11" Il.:::ih :Itfr{\\'ill nl.-:nl m-r;‘r as a guide for vessels approaching from the

yward to clear Stono breakers. ;
BUljtlliz::][.l:.i-:.\.‘__-.-l equipped from m;nmi.ulls (‘ll“t'CH'l_:l i'mm'(‘h:u‘l-l!-..-‘tnn f;“id.]lP]?::
Royal lim.* been placed at the wreck of the monitor \‘.l.t-lm\\lwm T‘. 1;.1.-‘!‘(.;1
directly in the channel way, and a temporary beacon-light has been s st . .]‘,.,V .
on 2 house on Sullivan’s island. ']'Iu_‘-:- two lights now mark the '.i!li.“lil:}t ﬂ:ig
the bar and the channel up to the Weehawken. 1_! 18 1'|-F(.:1|tu<-.1{:|‘1.-.- .'l .;{],;,r h
temporary beacon-light be made permanent, and a Sllif:l_l)]l' hlll.lll:'tllnl ; ln‘cl‘l-.\l 5 ””:
ll‘L'[llll'-}r;i]'_V structures with steamer |l‘-||rl'.“ ﬂL'le’Il]l‘\.» Ill'(‘ :«‘mI .{“I.\.,-l.i- ’4, .rm,(i
former lights upon Fort Sumter and Castle Pinckney, and answer a g
I]ugli')l{:z( ;:us-li;_;ht at “'l:ilu{ ]’n}int l3;1'.1’.n-ul.]b;iiu-l:-y) was left by the rebels in
srably g rder, and has been re-cstablisiied. ) =¥ !
ml"ll‘i::-ll-:.I;j_]:'-t{ll‘-lfli:]iﬁli‘n; Port Royal ||ai1‘..1|u'l-.|1.|\'(' been (‘"dlﬂ?llh'l{. _l‘ llt-l“ll'::
Poiut 111-;.1:._-1.-‘;i1‘. (part of this range) is built on a large I..-u‘l-‘.u.-l‘. m-; i;lw e
the rebels in 1861, slightly built, and already beginning to .~l|u\_\ .~=g_-1-|§ Tl. ‘”L[-l-‘;
This important harborerequires a light of ._Hu- s:-:'un.nl. or third ore ]l L ]!hr].‘r_
gpecial ‘ll'!rlr:'nlll'-l;ﬁzm‘.l to cover the expense of the establishment of such a lig
g ?ll‘l:'lii_::_-l.l-l;.f:-w-:n has been relighted, and ‘h.-lmprnr;xr}' inc':}cnzi-ligln.-" 'j?‘,t:;'[.‘]-ﬁl],n[i]:?.
aid the navigation of Savannah l'i\‘l'i‘.‘ llu" I‘|‘-!_-.:-L1_}J.llﬁllm(-il‘l U]\H:-],I::i:. -m(i
important stations of Georgetown, Cape lu).[ll.:l.ﬂl: I'ybee, bit lll-d‘.(lll‘:],u,:n.-w
Cape Canaveral, has occupied the cmx:}wh:rulu_»u of l_hu bt‘lfnlh..'l.flf ]ln.m;“:r‘m};
steps to this end have been taken. The construction of the iror




