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building and passed throngh the wings which will be occupied by the library,
and other incidental alterations which were not anticipated and specified by the
architect, but which, as the work progresses, are found to be necessary.

After a suspension of nearly four years, the work an the north portico of the
Interior Department has been resumed under a contract made in the year 1857,
The price of labor and materials during the intervening period had so largely
increased as, in the opinion of the architect, to render the contract entirely un-
remunerative. I therefore gave the contractors the option of abandoning the
contract, or prosecuting the work at the rate it prescribes.  An estimate has
been submitted of the amount requisite to finish the portico, iron fence and
pavement. ’

The saloon of the north front of the J--p.‘lr'.:nu-:': has been :\.;-irrﬁ;arf:ltvd for the
use of the Patent Office, and fitted up with cases. Phey are designed for the
exhibition and safe-keeping of models, and are of the most approved materials
and workmanship. An appropristion i# necessary to meet outstanding accounts
and to complete the saloon.

The Government Printing Office has been enlarged and extended agreeably
to an act of the last Congress making provision for that purpose, and for
capacity and convenience is believed to be now unsurpassed by any similar
establishment in the country.

o, PISTRICT AFFAIRS,

rress of exclusive legislation for the District of

The power conferred on Cong
Columbia imposes the corresponding duty of making just and adequate provision
for ita welfare. Tts local interests, so liable to be overlooked in the midat-of
subjects of more general and engrossing concern, fall to some extent within the
province of this department, and require a special.«

The annual report of the Commissioner of Public Buildings gives a detailed
account of the expenditures mnthorized by Congress w this Distriet. I
have also received a communication from the mayor of the city of Washington,
which I have directed t» be printed. These papers present it portant facts and
considerations which merit the attention of the legislative department.

The controlling object in the original design of this city was the accommo-

dation of the public interests which it was ; cipated would cluster about. the
capital of a great nation. Aeccordingly, only three thousand and sixteen of the
seven thousand one hundred and thirty four acres composing its entire area
were surveyed into lots for sale to individuals. The remainder embraces strests,
avenues of inordinate width, squares, circles, and public reservations. By the
adoption of this design, it is manifest that it was not intended that the sparse
population thus previded for should bear the burden of the entire cost of the
local improvements, required more for the national convenienee than for that of
the permanent residents. At the last assessment the national government

owned real estate within the city limits to the value of 825,121,631 45—a sum

nearly equal to the estimated worth of all individaal property in the city. At

the nznal rate of taxation this property would yield a revenue of 210,912
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The mayor suggests that such a tax, in connexion with the present resources,

would yield a revenue amply sufficient'to support the municipal government

prove the streets and avenues, make proper provision for the indigent,

tain a complete systém of pu
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architectaral proportions, properly furnished
Its erection had been commenced the work was sus

with the sapposed req
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thus reclaimed, if brought into market, would defray a large proportion of the

expense occasioned by the change. This almost at the threshold

of the Capitol, the Execntive Mansion, and other costly public edifices. If
Congress should refuse to provide the requisite means for its improvement in
node which I have suggested, exclusive authority over it should be eonferred

he (I._\ of Was

The report of the Commissioner of Public Buildings refers to the neglected
of many of ular and circular public reservations. - Instead
abandoned to the pulnlic. they ghould be neatly and substantially en-
cloged, and planted with trees and -l:naiﬂn-r'_‘.‘. The reservation on East Capitol

gtreet, between Eleventh and Thirteenth streets east, should be thus improved.
By the act approved May 25, 1832, the Commissioner of Public Buildings

was anthorized to purchase a tract of land surrounding a large and never-failing

spring of the purest water, including th individuals to its use, and to
bring it in pipes, a distance of about two miles, to the Capitol, at a cost of forty

thousand dollars. I'rom that gpring comes tl

fount irectly east and west of the Capitol 1

water which fills the
r, and also the flow of the
hydrant in front of y arcl sntrance to the basement of the west front ; and
from it is supplied all the drinking-water us in the Capitol. If the use

land on which the sp

this water is to be contin , 80 mucl

ated as belongs to the United Statea should

e

fence.
METROPOLITAN POLICE,

The board of i—--].\" for this District, constituted }.:.- an act :|1‘iﬁ1'n\'->|f "\”1—:‘

6, 1861, -'Illi\]:-_\'- d ‘ear, as a permanent force, one super-

1 and fifty patrolmen.

1 - - I nnd e
1 i } AT

intendent, six «

he detectives made seven hundred :

Seven hundred
and seven robberies were reported at the d stive o |'r-ni-~r:v to the value
of one hundred and seventy thousand six hundred and fiftyv-nine dollars and

& ~

nine cents a8 reported as stolen; of which one hundred and

hundred dollars and six cents ($122,800 06) was

twenty-two
recoOVers - 1 werty valued at six thousand eight hundred and
nimety-fou 26,804 22) was turned over to the

property cler iile the value at vered to claimants was one hundred

. . \ - .
and Ousal i ranadred nve -‘.--‘.‘u:'- _‘7.1:‘.'-:‘\1}:' conts,

and returned to them, four thon-
84,942 15.) These

The services of
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surveillance, or are taken into
ompligh their evil designs

company have bee
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The whole number.of arrests during the year was twenty-six thousand four
hundred and seventy-eight. Of the parties arrested, eighteen thousand five
hundred and sixty-seven were charged with offences against the person, and the
remainder with offences against property. The following disposition was made
of them, so far as the cases are reported : One thousand three hundred and
=i \'--nt_\'-n-\ en comimnitts i 1o T l-!: seven hundred and six disc on }4:‘.}};
y-two turned over to the military authoritiese ;
]

one thousand four hundred :

seven thousand nine hundred eighty-four dismissed; one thousand nine
hundred and thirty-two committed to the workhouse, and eight hundred and
3'-\-'11!_\'-n':;]:! I'-'.l !l.-*l-sl on 8sec ‘_‘. £ ] Lu;\ 'iL J 1“" ce Fines were i::j}\"--l] mn
eleven thousand four hundred and eighty-seven cases, amounting to sixty-one

, (861,943 92,)

thousand nine h ed and forty-three dollars and nivety-two ce
and in five hundred ax hirty-one % light punishmer ere inflicted. No
report was received red and thirty-one cases. Two thousand three
bundred and twenty-one rsong were furniched with lodging, one
hundred and fourteen lost children rest to their paréuts, and one hundred
and fifty-four sick or disabled persons assi d or taken to the hospital. The
number of arrests du

any previous year ;

one hundred per centu

Georgetown, and to Washing
. rvlm:{ of
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speedily concentrated at any
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punishable by five and imprisonment ; others were commiited in defanlt of ba

or were awal sentence in the criminal court. The inmates are

more numerous. The building, although designed for one hundred prisoners,
does not furnish accommodation for even that limited number, without neclect-
ing the precautions which a due regard to their health and secure custody de-
mands. The crowded state of the building and its very imperfect ver 1i!- tion
have a most injurious influcnce upon the ganitary condition of its inmates. This
evil iz enhaneced by the want of a hospital department, to which the sick may
be transferred from th impure atmos re of the jail, and receive the benefit

of fresh air, and tl reatment h their sitnation

atively demanda.
and vigilant attention, with the aid of

by the War Department, is requisite to prevent the

prisoners, many of whom are desperate ountlaws, charred with the

For want of a \‘-'n}'!\:l;ni) con-

o BC G gy ST } ‘ :
nected with the buile as have been convicted of peti

misdemeanors an needful employment, a prey to the
vices born of idlenezs.: The lions hours are beguiled by frivolous pastiines,
wversation, so that it is to be feared

vared for a bolder career of crime.
Dt been increased in strength, and such
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GOVERXMENT HOSPITAL FOR THH INSANE.
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r
T'he number admitted during the

Tetp B i iiteen, of whom four ‘hundred and twenty-six were
n the army, ten { : DAvy : ‘

i A 1, n1 the navy, se venty-two from civil life, three from the

b rmaster 8 and Subszistenc -

nd Subsistence de partments, and four were rebel prisoners

The whole number unde r treatment

Soldiers’ Home, and four rebel prisoners.

Year was five hundred and §

]

during the year was eight }
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salaries and contingent expenses, which they desire may be increased to $20,700.

This sum. with the other items embraced in their estimate, will require for the
next fiscal year an ap prn;m ation of §71,940. Daring the current fiscal year
the institution has received no aid from Congress, other than the sums pa id for

the maintenance of the pupils admitted by order of this department, and the

board ask that a clanse appropriating $55.4 {5 87 be inzerted in the deficiency
bill.
Congrest, by the act of April 8, 1864, au therized the Columbia Institution to

confer d-- # in the Iii-rﬂ arts ard gciences on pupils of the inatitution, or

others, who, by their proficiency in learning, or other meritorions distinction,
may be 'l‘!!r':'l‘ul:[u entitled. Pursuant to the presumed authority conferred by
this act, the board has organized an advanced department, jn addition to the

primary school where the elementary branches and the m wchanic arts have beer

successfully taugl itional Deaf Mute ('-v!lr-;--"
A pre ]';sr‘.i[--!'_‘-' or int en formed, with a range of stu-
dies more I[J--ruli;ls 1L1u1 effi ilar gchool in this countiry It
is designed to furnish their o ites of the State institu-

tions, with an opportun standard of proficiency requisite to
an admission into the freshman class of

]
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ente have enti red uj

preparatory class, four of whom ¢ eaider f the District of Columbia. At-

tention is invited to the views of lirector tl ubject. They ]h’uilﬂ.-'b'
to make the course of study in the ¢ 11
other collegs : number of their classes increases, to add to 1]1-‘ num-
ber of professors, taking care that the rps of “Instr s ahall come tuii_\‘]:.ll
to the average
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and instruct
United States, upon such terms
parents, guardians or trustees, and th yor itics of the institation. It
proposs d to receiv | inst hose 10 desin er the advaneed
classes and prosect he preliminary studies whicl 11 fit m for a collegiate
course, but who have n unable to make adequate preparation in consequence
od educational advantag in State in 1itions. t is suggme sted 1

cages have arisen, and will

" mutes unable to pay
r are authorized to remit, it le or i irt, such charges, as circumstancea
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| expense, for the instruction of this deseriptior  persons residing

Stazes. Th spefit he institution, gratuitously conferred,

are confined
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chargeable upon the fund furnished by voluntary private contributions, should
be defrayed by themselves, or by the State or community to whieh they belong.
The board dizclaim the intention of competiy r interfering with State institn-
tions; but as the range of instruction in them is confine d within narrow 1 mits,

An opinion is advanced in the report that * funds should be drawn from the na-

tional resources ™ for the support of an institutic B which will

fortunates, fac

r branches of
3lr~l;rlf 10ns wked | } ly a conv ietion on the part ot the dire clors 1!1-‘[[

opinion will | 1l by appropriate legislation, It

be for Con mine whether an institution sha » maintained at the

8 of the country may enjoy the oppor-

terested zeal with which
its praetical work-
‘ies in the
Mr. Mitchell
1se and Benjami
f those chareed

performed their de

i

referred to the limited and pre-
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York.
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to the United States the right of purchasing the property, at a stipulated ‘;n
. & . o ansed 11 a 10 lvize rhethe
within a sp(-cih:j‘«l ln-nmi. which has -'.ll("i']-lg’:-t a 1wl T am not advised whethe r
the proprictors are now willing to dispose of it on the same terms. T recommend
a I » nurchasze v 1 g anee-
that this department be authorized to make, by purchase, permanent arrar
ments for the federal courts m the eity of New York, and that an appropriatiof
be H.Lc--d under its control for the purpose. .
'l‘}'l' castern | icial district of New \ln was created at the last 2ession of

.

R Sttt el M. Tl TR Ty U YERTR attemnptito
Congress. The department has encountered serions dith 115 : I

n
) i ity klyn for the accommodati
secure suitable apartments in ' e 3 r the

m ot

) longress the consideration propriety of
courts. I strongly urge"upon Ce ' nsiderat it e

) i 1 uilding, portions of which may bea
providing for the ercction of a suitabl building, portions of : hich may

i i ireu sonurta and thel ST
‘ll‘i‘lf"‘] to the distriet and circuit courts and their r i

v} it Y » ) er needial public
) Ih - Wy st !

I am, very spectfully, your obedient servant, 3
I iEH G JAS. HARLAN,
,".'.n !.l {erior.
’ .
To the PrESIDENT,




